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iv Preface 

nefs of the charafter, (which could fcarcely have 
been legible to the Author in his latter years) I 
judge them to have been the firft efifay of a geni- 
us afterwards fo much admired. The Fragments, 
of which fome appear as the thoughts of the day, 
others as notes of feriiions, bear date the firft few 
years of his miniftry. 

If, therefore, any part of this volume, however 
excellent, be deemed inferior to the more mature 
produftions of the fame admirable pen, it is ho- 
ped that candour will have at leaft as much weight 
as criticifm. 

The Reader is farther requefted, to remember 
that the pious Author wrote only for himfelf and 
his friends; that thefe Iheets want his perfecling 
hand; and that the Editor thought himfelf enti- 
tled to take no liberties » 

It is not expeftcd that Mr. Fletcher's reputati- 
on as a writer will receive new luftre from thefe 
Pojilmmnus Pieces: But, if the many friends, who 
revere his iTiemory, find edification and delight 
in perufing his apoftolick letters ; if any, whofe 
oppofition of fentiment would not allow them to 
converfe with him as a polemick divine, ihall now 
receive him to their breafts, as a Chriftian bro- 
ther; if any, who have not reaped the rich har- 
veft of his former writings, are benefited by the 
.gleanings of the field ; and if the world in gene- 
ral is made, better acquainted with the virtues of 
this excellent man : all the ends propofed by their 
publication will be obtained, and the Editor will 
think hiim'elf juftified in giving them to the 
prers. 

That the benediftion of the Almighty may at- 
tend thefe iaft labours of his Servant, that the 
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Header may imbibe the fpirit of the Author, and 
that myfelf and all ni)r Fellow-labourers in the 
gofpely may emulate his faith and work in the 
lord, is the earneft defire of 

The Editor^ 
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PASTORAL LETTERS. 



Bath, 061. 30th, 1765. 

•tO thofe who love the Lord Jefus Chrift in, 
•*- and about Madeley: Peace be multiplied to 
you from God the Father, and from our Lord 
jefus Chrift, through the operations of the Holy 
Ghoft. Amen. 

"D Y the help of divine provi-» 
^ dence, and the affiftance of 
your prayers, I came fafe here. I was, and am 
Kill, a good deal weighed down under the fenfe 
of my own infufficiency to preach the unfearch- 
able riches of Chrift to poor, dying fpuls. 

This place is the feat of Satan's gaudy throne : 
the Lord hath, neverthelefe, a- few names here, 
who are not afhamed of him, and of whom he is 
not afhamed, both among the poor and among the 
rich. There are hot many of the laft, though 
bleffed be God for any one : it is a great miracle 
if one camel paffes through the eye of a needle, 
or, in other words, if ojierich perfon enters into 
the kingdom of heaven. I thank God, none of 
you are rich in the things of this world. You are 
freed from a double fnare, even from Dives's por- 
tion in this life. May you know the happinefs 
attending your ftate. It is a mercy to be driven 
• ^ As to 






to the throne oC grace, evcn-l^jr bodily want, and 
to live in depenaance on divine mercy for a mor- 
fel of bread. 

I have been fowing the feed the Lord hath gU 
ven me both in Bath and BriftoUand I hope yoiir 
prayers have not been loft upon rae as a minifter; 
for though I have not been enabled to difcharge 
my office, as I would, the Lord hath yet, in fome" 
mcafure, ftood by me, and over-ruled "my foolifh* 
nefs and helpleffnefs. I am much fupported by 
the thought that you bear me on your hearts, 
and when you come to the throne of grace to aft 
a blefling for mc in the name of Jefus, the Lord 
doth in no wife caft you out. 

In regard to the ftate of my foul, I findjbleffcd 
be God, that as my day is, k> is my ftrength to 
travel on, either through good or bad report. 
My abfence from you anfwers two good ends to 
me : — I feel more my infuflSciency, and the need 
of being daily ordained by Chrift to preach his 
gofpel r and I fhall value the more my privileges 
among you, pleafe God I return fafely to you, 
I had yefterday a moft advantageous offer made me 
of going, free coft, to vifit my mother, brothers, 
andiifters in the fiefli, whom I have not feen for 
eighteen years; but I find my relations in the 
fpirit are nearer and dearer to me, than my rela* 
tions inHhe fldh. I have, therefore, rejefted the' 
kind offer, that I may return among you, and be 
comforted by the mutual faith both of you and 
me. 

I hope, dear brethren, you improve much un» 
dcr the minifiry of that fiiithful fervant of God ,^ 
Mr. Bro'vn, whom Providence ble^es you with. 
Make hufte to gather the honey of knowledge and 
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S ace as it drops from his lips; and may I find 
eJiive of your hearts fo full of it, on my re- 
turn, that I may ftiare with you in the heavenly 
ftore. In order to this, befecch the Lord to ex- 
cite your hunger and thirft for Jefus's flefh and 
blood, and to increafe vour defire of the finccrc 
milk of the word. When people are hungry, 
they will find time for their meals ; and a good 
appetite does not think a meal a day too much. 
As you go to your fpiritual meals do not forget 
tojBrayall the way, and to feaft your fouls in 
hopes of hearing fome good news from heaven, 
and from Jefus, the faithful, loving friend whom 
you have there: And when you return, be fure 
to cany the unfearchable riches of Jefus's dying 
andriung love home to your houfes, in the veffel 
of a believing heart. 

Let your light be attended with the warmth of 
^ove. Be not fatisfied to know the way to heaven, 
but walk in it immediately, conftantly, and joy- 
fully. Be all truly in earned : you may, indeed, 
inipofe upon your brethren, by a formal attend- 
ance on the means of grace, but you cannot de- 
ceive the Searcher of hearts. Let him always fee 
i^our hearts ftruggling towards him ; and if you 
all through heavinefs, floth, or unbelief, do not 
make a bad matter worfe by continuing helpleis 
in the ditch of fin and guilt. Up, and away to 
the fountain of Jefus's blood. It will not only 
walh away the guilt of part fins, but ftrengthen 
you to tread all iniquity under your feet for the 
time to come. Never forget, that the foul of the 
diligent (hail be made fat, and that the Lord will 
ijjHie the lukewarm out of his mouth, unlefs he . 
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gets that love which makes fervent in fpirit, dili- 
gent in bufinefs, fervingthe Lord. 

You know the way to get this love is, (i.) To 
confider the free mercy of God, and to believe 
in the pardoning love of Jefus, who died the juft 
for the unjuft, to bring us to God. (2.) To be 
frequently, if not conftantly applying this faith, 
with all the attention of your mind, and all the 
fervour of your heart — ** Lord I am loft, but 
'' Chrift hath died." (3.) To try aftually to 
love, as you can, by fetting your affeftions on 
Chrift, whom you lee not; and for his fake, on 
your brethren whom you do fee. (4.) To ufe 
much private prayer for yourfelves and others; 
and to try to keep up that communion with God * 
and your ^bfent brethren. I beg in order to 
this, that you will not forfake the afifembling of ■ 
yourfelves together, as the manner of Ibme is : 
and when you meet as a Society, be neither back* 
w^rdf nor forzmrd to fpeak. Efteem yourfelves 
every one as the meanejl in company, and be glad 
to fit at the feet of the lom^ejL If you are tempted 
againft any one, yield not to the temptation, and 
pray much for that love, which hopes all things, 
and puts the beft conftruftion even upon the 
Worft of failings. I beg, for Chrift *s fake, I may 
find no divifions nor offences among you on my 
return. If there he any confolation in Chrijly If any . 
comfort of lone, if any fellawjhip of the Spirit, if any 
hnvels and mercies, fulfil ye my joy, that ye he Uke-mind" 
ed, having the fame love, bein;^ of one accord, and of one 
wind. Let nothing he done throne; hftrife or vain glory ; 
but in lowlinefs of mind, let each ejicem otha- better than 
tiemfelves. 

1 earneftly requeft the continuance of your ■ 
f prayers 
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prayers for me, both as a minifier, and n*? yorr 
compnnion in tribulation. Afk p.jrtirul ii i\ ',\\u'.t 
the Lord would keep me from hurting hi-( .-ulc in 
thefe parts; and that when Trovidcnce ii nil 1 nn^ 
me back amoufj you, I nujy be more ihouAt.!:- 
ly furnilhed Tor every good Mork. ]\iu:.' n 
me, if I do not falute you all Ly n.iu]e: nj\ It :ut 
does it, if my pen does not. Tliat the f Mii.g 
of God in Jefus Chrift may crown all your li-.^nts^ 
and all your meetings is the earntft pn^yer cf> 
My very dear Brethren, Yours &c, I. f / 

Oakhall, Sep. 23rd, I7<^ff* 

•T'O Ihofe who love or fear the Lord Jefus CNrifl 
-*- at Madeley: Grace, peace, and love be nuilti- 
pV^ed to you from our God and Saviour Jefus 
Chrift. 

pRovidence, My dear Erc- 
•*• threii, ciilled me in lud- 
denly from you, that I liud not time to t:ike my 
leave, and recommend myfelf to your prj}!.!*-* 
But I hope the good Spirit of our God, wliic li is 
the Spirit of lo\'e and fupplication, has Inonpbt 
me to your remembrance, as tlie pooreft and v c ;'k- 
eft of Chrift 'sminifters, and confeciiiently, n;s biui- 
whofe hands ftand moft in need of Leing fi ivniitb- 
ened and lifted up by your prayejs* Pny on^ 
then, for yourielves, for one anothei, and fur 
him whofe glory is to miniftcr to. you in holy 
things, and wliofe forrow it is not to do it^ in ai 
manner more fuitable to the majefty of the gnf» 
pel, and more profitable to your iouk. 

My heart is with youi neverlhelefs^ X ben? p:i- 



to the throne of grace, even by bodily want, and 
to live in depentonce on divine mercy for a mor* 
fel of bread. 

I have been fowing the feed the Lord hath gi* 
ven me both in Bath and BriftoUand I hope your 
prayers have not been loft upon rae as a miniftcr; 
for though I have not been enabled to difcharge 
my office, as I would, the Lord hath yet, in fome* 
mcafure, ftood by me, and over-ruled my foolifli-^ 
nefs and helpleffnefs. I am much fupported by 
the thought that you bear me on your hearts, 
and when vou come to the throne of grace to afk 
a bleffing for me in the name of Jefus, the Lord 
doth in no wife caft you out. 

In regard to the ftate of my foul, I find,blefllad 
be God, that as my day is, io is my ftrength to 
travel on, either through good or bad report. 
My abfence from you anfwers two good ends to 
me : — I feel more my infuflficiency, and the need 
of being daily ordained by Chrift to preach his 
gofpel r and' I fhall value the more my privileges 
among you, pleafe God I return fafely to you, 
1 had yefterday a moft advantageous offer made mc 
of going, free coft, to vifit my mother, brothers, 
and iifters in the flefh, whom I have not feen for 
eighteen years; but I find my relations in the 
fpirit are nearer and dearer to me, than my rela* 
tions in^he fleih. I have, therefore, rejefted the 
kind offer, that I may return among you, and be 
comforted by the mutual faith both of you and 
me. 

I hope, dear brethren, you improve much un« 
dcr the miniftry of that faithful fervant of God, 
Mr. Bro-vn, whom Providence ble^ies you with. 
Make hafte to gather the honey of knowledge and 

grace 



(3J 

grace as it drops from his Ijds; and may I find 
tlie hive of your hearts fo full of it, on my re- 
turn, that I may Iharc with you in the heuvenly 
ftore. In order to this, befeech the Lord to ex- 
cite your hunger and thirft for Jefus's Hcfh and 
bloody and to increafe vour defire of the fine ere 
milk of the word. When people are hungry, 
they will find time for their meals; and a good 
appetite does not think a meal a day too much. 
As you go to your fpiritual meals do not forget 
to pray all the way, and to feaft your fouls^in 
hopes of hearing fome good news from heaven, 
and from Jefus, the faithful, loving friend wliom 
you have there: And when you return, be lure 
to carry the unfearchable riches of Jefus's dying 
a.nd riung love home to yourhoufesjin the vellel 
of a believing heart. 

Let your light be attended with the warmth of 
loves Be not fatisfied to know the way to heavtn, 
but walk in it immediately, conftantly, and joy- 
fully. Be all truly in earneft : you may, indeed, 
impofe upon your brethren, by a fonnal attend- 
ance on the means of grace, but you cannot de- 
ceive the Searcher of hearts. Let him always fee 
your hearts ftruggling towards him ; and if you 
Fall through heavinefs, floth, or unbelief, do not 
make a bad matter worfe by continuing helpleis 
in the ditch of fin and guilt. Up, and away to 
the fountain of Jefus's blood. It will not only 
waih away the guilt of part fins, but ftrengthen 
you to tread all iniquity under your feet for the 
time to come. Never forget, that the foul of the 
diligent (hall be made fat, and that the Lord will 
4>ue the lukewarm out of his mouth, unlefs he 

A 6 gel 



r 



t81 

appearance in heaven? Make your confcience 
then, to maintain a fenfe of his bleffed prefence 
all the day long, and, all the day long you will 
have a continual feaft; for can you conceive any 
thing more delightful, than to be always at the 
fountain of love, beauty, and joy; — ^at the fpring 
of power, wifdom, goodnefs, and truth? Can 
there be a purer and more melting happinefs^ 
th m to be with the beft of fathers, the kindeft of 
brothers, the mofl generous of benefaftors, and 
the tenderefl: of hufbands? Now Jefus is all this, 
and much more to the believing foul. O! be- 
lieve, my friends, in Jefus nore;, through a continual 
nrjj ; and, until you can thus believe, moui'n oyer 
your unbelieving hearts; drag them to him, as 
you can ; think of the efficacy of his blood ihed for 
the ungodly, and wait for the Spirit of faith from 
on liigh. 

(6.) Some of you wonder, why you cannot be- 
lieve ; why you cannot fee Jefus with the eye of 
your mind, and delight in him with all the afFec- 
tions of your hcait. I apprehend the reafon to 
be one of thefe, or, perhaps, all of them. 

Firft, you are not poor, loft, undone, helplefe 
finaers in yourfelves. You indulge fpiritual and 
refined felf-righteoufnefs; you are not yet dead to 
the hwy and^quite. /?./i/2 by the commandment. 
Na^vthe kingdom or heaven belongs to none but 
tlie poor in Spirit. Jefus came to fave none but 
the loft. What wonder, then, if Jefus is. nothing 
to you, and if yoa do not live in his kingdom of 
peace, righteoufnefs, and joy in the Holy Ghoft? 
Secondly, perhaps, you fpend your time in cu- 
rious rcifonings, inftcad of cafting yourfelves, as 
forlorn Cnners, at Chriil's feet; leaving it to him 

to 
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< blefs you, K'hen^ and in the manner^ and drrr^r, 
e pleafes. Know, that he is the wife and fc/Vc- 
eign God, and that it is your duty to lie Ulorc 
lim as clay, — as fools, — as fintul nulhingp. 

Thirdly, perhaps, fome of you .Tiill'ully keep 

idols of one kind or other; you indulge luiiic fin 

againft light and knowledge, and it is neither ns.'.t- 

ter of humiliation, nor confefljon to ycu, 'J he 

love of praife, of the world, of money, lind of 

fenfual gratifications, when -not hinicnltd, .mc as 

implacable enemies to Chrift as Judas ar.d Herod. 

How can you believe J kcmg youjeek the kmonr that 

€(meth of mm? Hew, then, your Ag:jgs in pieces 

before the Lord ; run from your DeliL«hs to Jefu*^; 

cut off the right hand, and pluck out tlic ri^Jit 

eye that offends you. Come out from amori;'^' tht m, 

mid be feparate, faith the Lordf and I K'ill recLive v^v. 

Ncverthdefs, when . you ftrive, take care not to 

iiialce yourfelf a righteoufnefs of your ftriving. 

Remember that meritorious, juftifying righteoul- 

nefs. is finifhed and brought in, and that your 

TTorks can no more add to it, than your fins caii 

diminifli from it. Shout, tlien, the Lord our AV^A- 

teoufnefs; and, if you feel yourfelves undone fin- 

ners, humbly, yet boldly iay. In the Lord I have 

righteoufnefs and llrength. 

When I was in London, I endeavoured to make 
the mod of my time; that is to fay, to lit'L:r, re- 
ceive, and praftife th^ word. Accord iiiij;!)', I 
went to Mr. Whitfield's tabernacle, and luMrd 
him give his Society a mofl excellent exliortatioa 
upon love. He began by obferving, ** that 
** when the apoflle St. John was old, and pfl 
** walking and preaching, he would not furl'akc 
'* the affeuabling himfelf with the brethren, as 

" the 
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•* the mannCi. of too many is, upon little or no 
•* pretence at all. On the contrary, he got him« 
•* felf carried t3 their meeting, and with his lail 
** threid of vjice, preached to them his final fer-» 
•• moi, coififting of this one fentence. My little' 
•* children love one another.** I wilh, I pray, I ear* 
nelly beWch y^v, to follow that evangelicat,. 
ap3Rolical advice; and, till God makes you all lit* 
tie children, little in your own eyes, and fimple 
as little children, give me leave to fay, my dear 
brethren, love o:ie another; and of courfe, judge 
not, provoke not, and be not ihy one of another; 
but beir ye one another's burdens, and fo fulfil 
the hw of Chrift. Yea, bear with one another's 
infirmities, and do not eafily caft off any one; nOf 
not for /&!, except it is ohjlinately perjtjlea in. 

My flieet is full, and to is my heart, of good 
wi hes for you, and ardent longmgs after you all. 
When I return, let me hive the comfort of find* 
ing you all believing and loving. Farewell, my 
deir brethren. The blefUng of God be with you 
all! This is the earned demre of your unworthy 
minifter, L F. 

Madelcy^ — I775# 

Mrs. Mary Cartwright. 

My dear Friend, 

A S it may be long before you 

-'^ have an opportunity to hear 

a fermon, I find myPelf drawn by friendihip and 

piftoril care, tj lend you a few lines to meditate 

vipon to morro v. 

As 1 WAS longing for aa opportunity to offcf 
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mounts, and lofes itfelf in the Sun of righteoufi ;■ 
ne(s. I want you to be a burning, fhining lights .] 
fettijig fire to all the thatch of the Devil, and I 
kindling every fmoking flax around you. Dilap- j 
pjint not the Saviour's hope, and mine. I expe6i i 
to fee you not only "a rifen Lazarus, and a (pared i 
He7,ekiah, but a Mary, at Jefus's feet, a Deborah j 
in the work of the Lord. There is what St. Paul 'i 
calls a being be,ide our [dues ^ which becomes you fa 
much the better, as you are reftored to us ag:iinft 
hope — and for how long, we know not. *:J| 

Fulfil my joy, I fay, which muft droop till P , 
can rejoice over you living, dying, or dead, with 
joy unfpeakable and full of glory. Give yourfeltf 
much to believing, thankful, folemn prayer. 1 
w^s condemned for not making more of the fo- 
lemn opportunity I had with you laft ThurHay, 
OI if we are fpkred to tteet again, let us pray un* 
til we wind our hearts into ardent praife, and then^ 
let us praife till we are eaught into heaven. 
Hold up our hands to morrow, and if we meet bri 
•Monday, be it in the name uf Chrift, to pour the 
oil of joy into each other's hearts, by confeffing 
him more heartily our God, our. life, our prefenfr 
and never dying friend. Farewell ia him every 
way. Yours &c, I. F. 

Briftolrjuly nth, ^^^6. 

Mr. Michael Onions. 

My dear Brother, 

TjAVING juft feen, at the 
*^ Wells, Mr. Darby, who is 
going back to the Dale, I gladly feize the oppor- 
tunity 
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f?" of letting you know what the Lore! i!ors 
J foul and body. W'itli refjxrt to \\\\ Lrt- 
irt, I feel a degree of righteuiifncK, i^.tr, 
)y, and wait for the eftablilljiiicnl ut 1 i^ in, 
kingdom in the Holj Ghoft; and \\x \ f.j- < 
being rooted and grounded in the iovi- i! rt 
Jut every degree of 11 Lividi ic:ir, gro'v iTiuu 
iT every day. I thank God, I am not ;«lr.:id 
y evil tidings, and my herirt fiands rjin;, I r- 
\gm the Lord, and clefiriiig !}im to uu wnli 
iatfoever he pleafeth. With icfJRr? to my 
I know not what to fjy, but tht- \A\\\ i i.:ii 
" he hopes I iliall do weil:" ;i:d lo 'l lii.j.e 
>elieve too, whether I rccuvcr luy iiitiiiih 
>t. Keallh and hckiicls, liic and u».-viili ..!C 
n'lien the Lord fends thciii ; and all ll:ii.i:.s 
: together for good to tliofe th:it luvc Gcd/ 
?/nibrtii preaching; but, bicii^d i.c G((:, I 
'^iioThxi, by my heavenly Ph) liti.'.n, to ['; . \', 
e, and love. This is a l\vcrt v.oik vl-uli 
delights, and ftrenolliens. Let us do it lul 
:over our fpiritual ilrcn«ith ; and then, v»l:c- 
e Ihall be icen on eirlh or not will m:ittLr 
ig. I hope you bear mc on your htjrts, i:s 
ou'on mine. Aly wilii lor you is, tlut }uu 
z inward poffei'lors of an inward kingdom 
.c: that you may ib hunger and thirli ulicr 
iufnefs as to be lilltd ; and that you ni::y (6 
1 your heavenly Faliier in fccrct, ihii be 
w^rd you openly with abundance of gr.icc, 
m.ty evidence to all, that he honours you, 
I you honour him. 

le hearty in the caufc of religion. 1 would 
oil either hot or oJd; for it is a Iciiilul^ 
o be in danger of falling into ihe hund^ ot 

the 
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the living God, and (haring the fate of the luke« 
warm. B? ht nbly zealous for your own falvation^ 
and for God's glory; nor forget to care for the 
falvation of each other. The cafe of wickei' 
Cain is very common, and the praftice of maiijr 
fays, with thit wretch. An I my brother's teeperf^^ 
01 pray God to keep you by his mighty power^ '' 
through faith, to falvation* Keep yourfelves ia 
the love of God if you are there ; and keep one 
anotlier by exanple^ reprooF^ exhortation^ encourage^-' 
ment^ fjdal prayer^ ancl a faithful ufe of all the meanf 
of graces Ufe yourfelves to bow at Chrift's feet;' 
as your Prophet, go to him continually for the 
holy anointing of his Spirit, who will be a teacher . 
always near, always with you and in you. If you ■ 
have that inwird Inftruaor, you will fuffer no 
initerial lo^s, when your outward teachers are re* 
mjved. Mike the moft of dear Mr. Greaves 
while you have him. While you have the light 
of GjJ*s word, believe in the light, that you may 
be the children of the light, fitted for tnc king* 
dom of eter.iil light, where I charge you to meett « 
with joy, your affe6iionate brother and minifter, j 

Briftol, Oa. -— 1775. 

nrO all who fear and love God in and about Ma* \ 
-* d;?ley: Grace and peace, power and love, joy 

and triumph i.i Chrift be multiplied to you^ ■ 

through the blood of the Lamb, through the i 

word thit teOifies of that blood, and through the \ 
Spirit who makes the application. 
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with you to Tee your love, and be ediRrd hr 
yourconvcifation, but Providence has hindered. 
Twice I had fixed the day of my departure from 
this place; and twice, tJie night before that dav, I 
was titen "worfe than ufual, which, together v/ith 
the \mMiimousforbiddings of my fpiritual, tempo- 
I Tal,aTid medical friends here, made me put off iry 
Journcv. The argument to which I have yield- 
ed is tnfe, " There is yet fome little probability* 
^ tf?3t if you ftay here you might recover flrcngth 
to do a little minifterial work ; but if you go now 
you will ruin all.** However, God is my witnefs, 
that, if I have not ventured my life to come nnd 
fee you, it was not from a defire to indulj^emyrelf, 
but to wail and fee if the Lord would reflore me 3 
little fticnglh, and add a few years to my life, 
that I might employ both in your fervice ; juft a* 
a horfe is /ometimes kept from his owner, and 
confi.ied to the yird of a farrier, until he recovers 
the ability of doing his mnfter fome fervice. I 
only defire to kiio'v, do, and fuffer the will of 
Cod concerning me; and I afTure you, my dear 
brethren, if I fa'v it to be his will, that 1 fhoiild 
give up the means of health I have here, I would 
not tarry another d^y, but take my chance, and 
come to my dear ch ^rge, were the parilh fituat- 
cd ten times more North than it is. 

I do not, however, defpiir of pnif ng God ^ith 
you in ths body; but let us not ft«y for this to 
pnife him* Let u<? blefs him no^; and if ^ny of 
you are under 1 clo'id of unbelief, and fee no 
niitter of priiT? in being out of hell, in belnj? re- 
i d.CTied by Chrift, crowned with thoufands of fpi- 
titml and tetnp oril mercies, and called to take 
pofleflijn of a kingdom of glory; I beg you would 

praife 
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praife him on my account, who raifes me fo tnan 
friends in time» who afflifts me with fo gentle 
hand, who keeps ipe from all impatience, and o\ 
ten fills me with" con folat ion in my trouble; gi^ 
ing me a fweet hope that all things work, an 
Ihall work together for good^ 

Love one another. The love you fhew one 1 
another will greatly refrefh my heart. Kc€ 
united to our common head, Jefus. Pray ft 
your infirm minifter as he does for you; and U 
me hear of your growth in grace, which will h 
health to the withering bones of your unprofi' 
able fervant, I. F. 

' P. S. Medicine does not feem to relieve mt 
but I rejoice that when outward remedies fai 
there is one, the blood, and word, and Spirit < 
Jefus, which never fails; — which removes dlifp 
. ritual maladies, and will furely give us ctern 
life. Let me recommend that remedy to you al 
You all want it, and, blefled be God, I can fa 
Probatum ejl — tried^ 

Newington,Dec. 28th, 177 

fTo the PariQiioners of Madeley. 

My dear Pariihioners, 

1 hoped to have fpent tl 
Chriftmas holydKiys wr 
you, and to have miniftered to you in ho. 
things; but the weaknels of my body confinir 
me here, I humbly fubmit to the divme dilpei 
fdtion, and eaCe the trouble of my abfence, I: 
&qiag prefent with you in Spirit, and by retie6 
ing oil the pleaiurc 1 have felt, in years pal 
*".' . whiJ 
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hile finging with you, t/wA? us a child is hom^ unto 
a fon is given, ^c. This truth is as true now as 
was then, and as worthy to be thankluUy ve- 
fived at Newington as at Madeley. Let 'j^, 
len, receive it with all rendincls, and it will u- 
ite us: we Ihall meet in Chrlft the centre of Ltd- 
ng union, the fource of true life, the Iprinp^ of 
)ure righteoufnefs and joy; and our l^.earls IhJii 
HZ full of the fong of angels. Glory be to God 'ii 
Ki^h! Ptdse on earth! Good-imll tciz'ards ea.h uiiur^ 
^dall manVtnd! 
In order to this, may the eye of your undtr- 
Ihudino; be more and more opened to fee )oiir 
need of a Redeemer; and to behold the luit::Llc- 
liefe, freenefs, and fulnefs of the redtmption, 
^hichwas wrought out by the Son ot God, und 
which is applied by the Spirit, through faith. 
^^ mOn which glows in my foul is to arcent and 
powerful, that it brings me down on my kntcj?, 
^hiJe I write, and, in th^t luppiicating pofture, I 
entreat you all, to confider and improve the djy 
ofyour vifitdtion, and to prepare in ^^ood ean.cit,^ 
to meet, with joy, your God and your unwonhy 
piftor in another world. Weak as 1 was when I 
icft Madeley, I hear that feveral, who were then 
young, healthy, and llrong, have got the fturl of 
me; and that fome have been hurried into cIli- 
nity, without being induJgrd with a nioujCiirs 
warning. May the awful accident ftrikc a dcc};cr 
confideration into all our fouls. May tLe lohiid 
of their bodies, dallied to pieces at the botloin of 
a pit, roufe us to a fpeedy converfioii, that wc nijy 
never fall into the botiomkjs pit, and that iiu- 
juily and delays may not be our etcrnid ruin. 
Tottering as 1 ftaud on the brink of the gra\e, 
B * lotiie 
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fome of you, who feem far from it, may drop in- 
to it before me; for what has happened, may hat>- 
pen dill. 

Let us, then, all awake out of fleep; and let us 
all prepare for our approaching change, and give 
oarfelves no reft, till we have got gofpel ground 
t'J hope, that our great change will be a happy 
one. In order to this, I befeech you, by all the 
miiifterial and providential calls you have had 
for thefe feventeen years, harden not your hearts. 
Let the long fulfering of God towards us, who 
furvive the hundreds I have buried, lead us all to 
repentance. Difmifs your fins, an4 embrace Je- 
fus Chrift, who wept lor you in the manger, bled 
for vou in Gethfemane, hanged for you on the 
crofs, and now pleads for you on his mediatorial 
throne. By all that is near and dear to you, as 
men and as Chriftians, meet me not on the grpat 
day, in your fins and in your blood, enemies to 
Chrift by unbelief, and to God by wicked works. 
Meet me in the garment of repentance, in the 
robe of Chrift's merits, and in the white linen, 
(the purity of heart and life) which is the holi- 
nefs of tne godly; — that holinefs, without which 
tij man fhal'l fee God. Let the time part fuffice, 
hi which fome of you hive lived in fin. Byxe- 
peatance put off the old man, and his works; by 
fiith put Oil the Lord Jefus and his righteoufnefs. 
Let all wickedaefs be gone, — for ever gone, with 
tlie old year; and with the new one begin a new. 
life, — i life of renewed devotion to God, and of 
increafing love to our neighbour. 

The fum of all I have preached to you is con- 
tained in four propofitions, Firft, heartily repent 
of your fins, original and aftual. Secondly, be^ 

iieve 
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Uevc the gofpel ofChriftin finccrity and truth. 
Thirdly, in the jx^wer which true fnith gi\cs (tor 
all things comwanaed are poftLle to him ib.it 1 e- 
iieveth) run with humble faith the w.iy ui C ca's 
commarkdments before God and men. FoLiil.ly, 
by continuing to take up your crois, aid to le- 
cci'vc the pure milkof God's word, grow in li^-cc, 
and in the knowledge of Jeliis Chr;fr. So ii.Ai 
you gro^v m peace and joy ail the da)s ol )c»ur 
life ; and ^'heii rolling years ihall be kSi in ctir- 
nity, you ^vill forever grow in biifsaud heu\tii]y 
glory. O what blifs! What glory! The Lord 
ttiall be our fun and our crown; and we il..'<ll Lc 
Jewels in each others crown, 1 in yours, and jou 
in mine. For ever we fhall be with the Lojd, 
and -with one another. We Ihall all live in Cod s 
"kieavcnly church, the heaven of hea\tns. All 
our ddiys will be a fabbath, and our laLLiih tttr- 
Tiitym No bar of bufinefs nor f cknefs, no dif- 
ftance of time nor place, no gulph of de.ith and 
the pravc, Ihall part us more. We Ojall mttt in 
the t>ofonn of Abraham, who met Chrift in the 
bofoiTi of divine love. O what a meeting! And 
lliall £ome of us meet there this very year, which 
-^ve are juft entering upon? What a year! On 
tKat bletfed year, if we are of the numlfer of thole 
"vi7Vi3 die in the Lord, our fouls ihall burft the 
"viroinb of this corruptible ilelh; we iliiiU Ic bum 
ixito tire other world; we fhall behold the Si.n of 
xighteoufnefs Without a cloud, and for ever L.ifk 
L in the beams of his glory. Is not this pro'pe<^l 
■ glorious enough to make us bid uefiance to fia 
\ and the grave; and to join the cry of tlie Spirit 
m and the Bride, Comey Lord J ef us, come guicUy, tho* 
1 it iiiould be in the black chariot of death? 
I ^ B 2 Should 



f w ] 

Should God bid me to (hy 6n cartTi a little 
longer, to ferve you in the gofpel of his Son; 
Ihould he renew my ftrength, (for no word is im- 
poflible with him) to do among you the work of i 
paftor, I h0pe I Ihall, by Goa's grace, prove a 
more humble, zealous, and diligent minifter, than 
I have hitherto been. Some of you have fuppof* 
ed that 1 niide more ado about eternity and yout 
precious fouls than they were worth; but how 
great was your miftafce! Alas! it is my grief and 
Ihame that I have not been, both in publick and 
private, a thouland times more earneft and import 
tunate with you about your fplritual concerns. 
Pdrdon me, my dear friends, pardon me iny igno^ 
ranees arid negligences in this rerpe6t. And as t 
moft humbly^ afk your iorgivenefs, fo I moft 
heartily forgive any oi you, who may, at any 
time, have made no account of my little labours. 
I only entreat fuch now to evidence a better 
mind, by paying a double attention to the loud 
wariings of Providence, and to the pathetick diC- 
courfes of the faithful minilter, who now fupplies 
my place. And may God, lor thrift's fake, for- 
give us all, as we forgive one another! 

The more nearly I confider death and the 
s^rave, judgment and eternity, the more, bleffcd 
fee God, I feel that I have preached to you the 
truth, and that the truth is folid as the rock of 
ages. Glory be to his divine grace, I can fliy in 
fome degree, ** htrc is firm "ootini;*** Follow me, 
and the forrows of death, inftead of encompaffing 
you around, will keep at an awful diftance, and, 
with David, we Ihall follow our great Shepherd, 
even through the dreary valley, without fearing 
or feeling any. eviL. 

Although 
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Although I hope to fee much more of the rood- 

nefiof the Lord in the land of the livirg uuij I 

iofec; yet, blelled be the divine mtrc), I lit c- 

/lough to keep my mind at all times i:i)ii.fi!(d ; 

and to make me wiliing, calmly to lef ^n n } k.i 1 

into the hands of my faithful (Ireatcr, m) il\.i g 

Redeemer, and my lan^tifylng Coniiorltr, /us n., - 

Kent, or the next, if he calls ior it. 1 de< re )cT.r 

publick thanks, for all the fa\ourshe il.twtll. u.e 

continually , with refpeft to both my foul ar.d l( - 

dy. Help me to be thankful; ior it is a fhuuht 

tmg to be thankful. May our th;mkiiili.c(» 

crown the new year, as God's patience and jtiooc- 

Bcfc have crowned all our life. lemiit u.l la 

be^ak an intereft in your prayers alfo. AiW 

that my faith may be willing to receive all iliat 

God's pace is willing to beftow. A{k that 1 nuy 

«»>/jr Mer, and zealoujly do all the w^ll of 

Cot/, in my prefent circumftances ; and that liv« 

ing or dying, I may fay, with the witnefs ot 

God's Spirit, For me to live is ChriJ^ and to uie 

If God calls me foon from earth, I beg he may, 
in his good providence, appoint a more faltbii.l 
ihepherd over you. You need not fear that l.e 
will not: you fee, that for the'e many months, 
you have not only had no famine of the word, 
Dut the richeft plenty ; and what God has done 
for months, he can do for years; yea, for all the 
years of your life. Only pray; a/i, and you ff all 
receive* Meet at the throne of grace, and you 
fliall meet at the throne of glory your affe /-tion- 
mU, obliged, and unworthy minifler, I. l\ 
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Newington, Jan, ir3th, 1777. 

Mr. William Wafe. 

My dear Brother, 

T Am two kind letters in your debt, 
•*• I would have anfwered them be- 
fore, but venturing to ride out in the froft, the 
air was too Iharp for my weak lunes, and opened 
my wound, which has thrown me back again. 

I am glad to fee by your laft, that you take up 
your fhield again. You will never prove a gain-' 
er by vilely cafting it away. Voluntary humili- 
ty, defpondency, or even a defeat, mould not 
make you give up your confidence; but rather 
make you hug your fhield, and embrace your Sa- 
viour with redoubled ardour and courage. To 
whom Jhould you gOf'but to him, who hath the wards of 
everlajlin^ Ufe; and if you give up your faith, do 
you not block up the way, by which you ihould 
return to him? Let it be the laft time you com- 
pliment the enemy with what you (hould fight 
for to the Utl drop of your blood. 

You muft hot be above being employed in a 
little way. The great Mr. Grimfhaw was not a- 
b^ve walking fome miles, to preach to feven or 
eight people; and what are we compared to hiiii?" 
Oir neighbourhood will want you more when 
Mr. Greaves and I are gone. In the mean time, 
grow in meek, bumble, patient, refigned lovej 
and your temper, perfon, and labours will be 
more acceptable to all around you. • I have many 
things to fay to you about your {?)ul; but you 
will find the fubftance of them in two fermons of 
Mr. Wedey's, the one entitled, " The Devices 
'« ofSit^a," and the other, " The Repentance 

"of 



•• of Believers," I wi{h you would read one oi' 
thein every day, till you have reaped all the Ix - 
nefit that can be got from them : Nor e;»t yuur 
morfel alone, but let all be benefited Ly t!ic cou- 
tents. I am S^c. I. F. 



Newington, Feb. iCth, 1777. 

Mr. William Wafe. 

My dear Brother, 

TV/T Y dear friend Ireland hrouglil n.e, 
^^^ laft week Sir John Elliot,\M.u is 
efteemed the greateft i)hyfici3n in London, in 
conlumptive cafes. He gave hopes of my it( «- 
very upon uling proper diet and means. 1 v.;.s 
\)\ed yefterday for tie third time; and my old 
doctor thmks, by gentle evacuations and ipring 
AerZjs, to mend my juices. Be that as it may, I 
caimly leave" all to God; and ufe the mcvins with- 
out trufting in. them. I am perfeftly taken rare 
of by my kind friends, whom I recommend to 
your prayers, as well as my f elf. 
- With refpeft to my I'ouU I calmly wait, in un- 
fhaken refolution, lor the full falvation oi my 
God; ready to truft him, apd to venture on his 
faithful love, and on the furc mercies of David, 
cither at midnight^ noonday, or coci-crowln^' : f(.»r iiiy 
times are in his hand, and his time is Left, aud is 
rhy time. Death has loft his fting; and, 1 think 
God, I know not what hurry of fpirit is, or unbe- 
lieving fears, under my moft terrifyhig fymptoms. 
; Glory be to God in Chrift, for this unfpeaka- 
^ ble mercy! Help me to praife him for it. 

You talk of my " laft trials." 1 can hardly 

guelf. 
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gucfs what VoU mean, unlefs Mr. ——**—— fiiotiE; 
have miftaken tears of holy Ihame before God 
sinti of hmnble love to my opponents, for grea 
trials ; but they only indicated fuch a trial, as ] 
pray God to make me live and die in— I mean i 
deep fenfe of my unworthinefs, and of what ] 
have fo often prayed for, in thefe words,-— 
" I would be by myfelf abhorr'd, 
AH glory be to Chrift my Lord." 
I thank you, however, for the comfort you ad- 

minifter to me upon, I fuppofe, Mr. — 1 

miftake. 

With refpeft to our intended room, I' beg Mr. 
Palmer, Mr. Lloyd, and yourfelf toconiUlt about 
it, and thjt Mr. Palmer would contraft for the 
whole. F6r my own part, I ihall contribute 
ibol. including lol. I have had for it from Mr, 
Ireland and idi* from Mr. Thornton. Give m^ 
kindcft love to all friends and neighbours, 
would mention all their dear names, but am 
fttiiily forbidden a longer epiftle. Farewell id 
Jefus. Yours, L F. 

P. S. If the room cannot be completed for 
what I have mentioned, and iol. more be want* 
ing j aik Mr. Llovd- how much the royalty might 
come to, and tell hirft I would appropriate it to 
the building« 

Bath, July 8th, 1777. 

Mr. Mifcfecl Ortiotts* 

My dear Btothet, . 

T Heartily thank you for your kind 

•* letter; and by you, I defire to jfivc 

my ttft thanks to the dear companions in tribu- 
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torn whom you meet, and trho fo tJnuly re- 
member fo worthlers and unprofitibJc a ininificr 
as me. May the God of all grace and love, oi:r 
common Father, and our all, ble's you all, a. J 
all our brethren, with all bleflings fpiriliial; ai.d 
^'ith fuch tempjral ia vours, as will btft fcrve the 
cad of your growth in grace. 

My deCre is, if I (hould be fpared to minifiit 
to you again, to do it with more humility, /x.-lp 
diiigencct and love ; and to make more of you all 
thn 1 have done. But as matters are, you mi;fl 
tike the will for the deed. Let us all praifc God 
for what is pad, and truft him for what is to come. 
The Lord enable you to cleave together to Chr!/^, 
and in him, to abide in one mind, ftrlving to^ ••- 
Iher for the hope of the gofpel, the fulnefs of li.e 
Spirit, and that kingdom of richtcou<hcfs, peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghoft, oi'' which we huve fo 
often czi/courfed together, but into which we have 
notprefled with fufficient ardow and violence. 
God give us the humble, violent faith, which in- 
herits the promife of the Fdiher, that we may tri- 
umph in Chrlil, and adorn his go'pcl in life and 
death. 

I hope to fee you before the Summer is ended, 
ifitpleafe God to fipare me and give me ftrength 
for the journey. I am in fonie refpefts belter 
than when I came here, and was enabled to bury 
a corpfe laft Sunday, to oblige the minifter of tie 
piriih; but, whether it was^that little excition --^f 
voice, or fomething elfe, bid fymptorns have re- 
turned fmce. Be that as it may, all is well ; lor 
he that does all things well, rules and over-vulcs 
^11. I have flood the heats we have h id ihefe 
two days, better than I cxpefted. I defire you 

will 
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will h^lp me to blefs the Author of all good, fo^a 
.this, and every other bleffing of this life ; but abo v^s 
all for the lively hopes of me next, and for Chril^l 
our common hope, peace, joy, wifdom, righteoufi^ 
nefs, lalvation, and ail. In him I meet, love, an 
embrace you, God blefs you all, and crown yo 
with loving-kindnefs and tender mercy all 
day long! I live, if you (land. Don t let m^.. 
want the reviving cordial of hearing, that yo9 
iland together firm in the faith, broken in huxni^ 
lity, and rejoicing in the loving hope of the gto^ 
ry of God. Look much at Jefus. Blefs Goi 
much for the gift of his only begotten Son. Bfc "^^ 
much in private prayer, Forfake not the affinu- ! 
bling yourlelves together in little companiei, ai. . 
well as in pghiick. Walk in the fight of deadk ; 
and eternity /and ever pray for your affeftiointsei ] 
\|8toti»wortl>^'7ainifter, 1. F. • ; 



Newingtor^, Jaa. 13th, iJTJi 

To the Parifhioners of Madeley. 

My dear Companions in tribulation, 

A LL the children of God I love: 
'^ my delight is in them that ex* 
eel in flrength; and my tendereft compaffions 
ftiove towards thofe that exceed in weaknefs. Bui 
of all the children of God, none have fo great at 
right to my peculiar love as you. Your ftated 
or occafional attendance on mv poor miniftry, 
and the cotmtlels thoufands of fteps yon have ta* 
ken to hear the word of our common Lord from 
my defpifed pulpit, as' well as the bonds of neigh* 
bourhood, and the many happy hours I have 

fpent 
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^ Wore the throne of grace with you, endear 
' ytw/Kculiarly to me. 

With tears of grateful joy, I recoUeft the aw- 
iUmomcnts, when we have, in the ftrcn^th of 
•nrdcar Redeemer, bound ourfelves to iuud to 
ourbaptirmal vow: — to renounce all f.n, lo Lc- 
treallthc articles of the Chriftian f.iith, .:iul 
fcep God's commandments to the end ol our lilc ; 
ilpcdilly, the new commandment, which enjoins 
I us to love one another, as Chrift has loved u<;. 
f 0.' my dear brethren, let this re{>ealcd vow, (o 
rcalimable, fo juft, and lb comfortable, appear to 
us worthy of our greateft regard. For my own 
part, alking pardon of God, and you all, tor not 
baviug exulted more in the prl^iU^Q? of kee|'lng 
that vow every day better, and of^lov 'g you t ve- 
ry hour more tenderly, I am not at U. difcourag- 
ed; /)uf determine with new courage and delight, 
to love my neighbour as myfelf ; and to love o'.ir 
Covenant God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, with 
all my mind, heart, and ftrength; — with ail the 

?owers of my undcrftanding, will, and all cations, 
'his refolution is bold, but it is evan<f;fUral ; being 
equally founded on the precept and promile of 
our Lord Jefus- Chrift, whofe cleanfing blood can 
itone for all our paft unfaithfulnels, and whole 
almighty Spirit can enable us tof^rform all ;.r'/;»/ 
obedience for the time to come. 

I find much comfort, in my weak ftate of 
health, from my relation to my Covenant God: and 
by my relation to him as my Covenant God, I 
mean, -(i.) My clear, explicit knowledge ol the 
Fatlier as my Creator and Father; who lb loved 
the world, you, and me, as to give his only be- 
gotten Son, that we Ihould not perifh but have 

everiafting 
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ffVerhfling life. O! my dear friends, what fwi 
excldmilioris, what endearing calling of Abl 
Fither, v/ill afceiid from our gratefm hearts^ 
we Ciy, with St. Paul, He i hat [pared not his awn^ S 
but drUi'cTcd him up for us alU how j'reely will he give 
ail t!in;s with that capital gift? 

{?..) I mean by my covenant relation, my : 
lation to the adorable perfon, who, with t 
ftreiigth of his Godhead, and the (Irength of -J 
pure manhood, took away my lin, and reconcii 
our fallen race to the divine nature, making; _ 
Ciipible of recovering the divine union from whi 
Adam fell. O how does my I'oul exult in tV 
de ir Mediator ! How do I hide my poor Ibul u 
der the Iliad ow of his wings I There let me m^ 
you all. Driven to that true mercy-feat by t 
fame danger, drawn by tlie fame preferving a: 
redeeming love; invited by the fame gofpel pi 
miOis, and encouraged by each others examp 
and by the example of that cloud of witnetl< 
who hive p.iHed into the kingdom of God by th 
precious door, let us by Chrift return to -God; J 
us in Chrift find our reconciled God : and in" 
that dear commandment of his. Abide in mc\ pro 
every day more precious to our fouls. If we 
bide in him by believing that he is our way, o 
truth, and our life ; by apprehending him as o 
Prophet or wifdom, our Prieft or righteoufnC 
our King or fanftification and redemption, ' 
fhall bear fruit, and underftand what is meant 
the He fcriptures. In him^ I am zvell plea fed — Accep' 
in the beloved — J here is no condemnation to them /^ 
are in Chrijl Jefus — God was in Chrijl reconciling 
xmrld Jinto himW ^c. O the comfort of tl^ 
cleaving to Chrift by faith ; of thus finding it 
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J our all! In that centre of life, let us 
, and death itfelf will not feparatc m ; for 
)ur life is the refuneclion; and Chrift, 
imon refurre^on, will bring us Lack 
J grave, to worlhip him altogether, where 
and ficknefs fhall interrupt and (eparate 
tore. 

retimes feel a defire of being buried^ 
ou are buried, and having my bones lie 
mon earthen bed with yours; but 1 fooii 
lat wifh, and leaving ^that particular to 
ce, I exult in thinking, that whatever 
there may be between our graves, we 
bury our lins, cares, doubts and fears, in 
grave of our divine Saviour ; and that we 
iach of us in our meafure, that neither 
death, neither things prefent nor things 
Aall ever be able, (while we hang on 
fied, as he hung on the crofs) to lepa- 
om Chrift our head, nor from the love 
ther his members, 

then, one another, my dear brethren, 
you: By the pledges of redeeming love, 
lave fo often given you, while 1 faid in 
" The body of Chrift which was giv- 
ee" — " The blood of Chrift which was 
hee," to reconcile thee to God, and to 
lee to the brethren ; by thefe pledges of 
/e, I entreat you, love one another. If 
)or unworthy fhepherd am fmitten, be 
red ; but rather be more clqfely gather- 
;^hrift, and keep near each other in faith 
till you all receive our fecond Com- 
i Advocate in the" glory of his fulnefs. 
w I mean the Holy Ghoft, the third 
C Perlon 
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Perfon in our Covenant God. He is with you, 
but if you plead the promife of the Father, wnich, 
fays Chrift, you have heard of me, he will be in you. 
He will fill your fouls with his light, love, and 
glory, according to that verfe, which we have fo 
often fung together, 

** Refining fire go through my heart. 

Illuminate my foul, 
Scatter thv life through every partf 

And fanftify the whole.'*^ 

This indwelling of the Comforter pcrfefts the 
myftery of fanSification in the believer's foul. 
This is the higheft bleffing of the Chriftian cove- 
nant on earth. Rejoicing in God our Creator, 
in God our Redeemer, let us look for the full 
comfort of God our Sanftifier. So fhall we live 
and die in the faith, going on from faith to faith^ 
from ftrength to ftrength, from comfort to com- 
fort, till Chrift is^ all in all to us all. 

My paper fails, but not my love. It embraces 

Iron all in the bowels of Jelus Chrift ; to whofe 
ove I earneftly recommend you; earneftly dc- 
firing you would recommend to his faithful -mer- 
cy your affeftionate friend and brother, your .un- 
worthy paftor and fellow helper in the faith, 

P. S. I earneftly recommend to you all my 
dear brother Greaves. Shew him all the love 
you have fhewn to me, and, if pofflble, ftiew him 
more, who is fo much more deierving. 



Briftol, 



i 
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Briftol, Nor. 1777. 

Mr, Thomas York and Daniel Edmunds. 
My dear Friends^ 

T Have received Mr. York'i 
^ kind letter, and am en- 
co\inged, by the fpirit of love and kiudnefs 
which it breathes, as well as by your former oftcr 
of helping me off' with my burdens, to beg you 
would fettle fome temporal affairs for me. 

The debt of gratitiie I owe to a dying fjftcr, 
who once took a very long journey to lee me, 
^hen I was ill in Germany, and whom I jufl 
ftopped from coming, laft winter, to Ntwingti^n 
tonutfeme; the unanimous advice oflhepliy- 
tcians, whom I have confulted, and the oppor- 
tunitv of travelling with ferious friends, have at 
M determined me to remove to a warmer cli- 
02ite. As it is doubtful, very doublful, whether 
Jllnll be able to ftand the journey; and, if 1 do, 
whether Ilhall be able to come back to England ; 
and, if I come back, whether I (hall be able to 
ferve my church, it is right to make what provi- 
fipn I can, to have it properly ferved while I live^ 
and to fecure fome Ipiritual affiftance to my fe- 
rious parilhioners when 1 fhall be no more. I 
have attempted to build a houfe in Madeley 
Wood, about the centre of the parilh, where I 
fliould be glad the children might be taught to 
read and write in the day, and the grown up 
people might hear the word of God in the even- 
ing, when they can get an evangtlift to preach 
it to them ; and where the ferious people might 
affemble for focial worfhip when they have no 
teacher* 

C 2 Thi3 
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This has involved me in fome difficulties about 
difcharging the expence of that building, and 
paying for the ground it ftands upon ; efpecially 
as ray ill health has put me on the additional ex- 
pence of an afliftant. If I had ftrength, I would 
lervc my church alone, board as cheap as I 
could, and fave what I could from the produce 
of the living to clear the debt, and leave that 
little token of my love, free from encumbrances 
to my parilhioners. But as Providence orders 
things otherwife, I have another objeft, which is 
to fecure a faithful minifter to ferve the churcll 
M'hile I live. Providence has fent me dear Mr. 
Greaves, who loves the people, and is lov^d hf 
them. I fliould be glad to make him comfortl- 
ble ; and as all the care of the flock, by my ill- 
nefs, devolves upon him, I would not hefitate 
for a moment to let him have all the profit of the 
living, if it were not for the debt contraSed a- 
bout the room. My difficulty lies, then, be- 
tween what I owe to my fellow labourer, arid 
what I owe to my pariihioners, whom I fliould be 
forry to have burdened with a debt contrafted 
for the room. 

My agreement with Mr. Greaves was to allow 
him 40 guineas a year, out of which I was to 
deduft 12 for his board ; but as I cannot board 
him while I go abroad, I defign to allow him, 
during my abfence 50I. a year, together with 
the ufe of my houfe, furniture, garden, and my 
Iiorfe, if he chufes to keep one,; referving the 
ufe of a room, and ftall in the ftable, to enter- 
tain the preachers who help us in their round 5 
not doubting but that the ferious people will 
gladly find them and their horfes proper neceffa* 

ries. 
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lies. But I know fo little what my income may 
come to, that I am not fure whether it will 
pdd Mr. Greaves 50L after paying all the ex-> 
pcncesof the living. Now, I beg uiat you will 
.confult together and fee, whether the vicars in- 
come, i. e. tithes kc. kc. will difcharge all the 
.expences of the living, and leave a reiidue fuf- 
ificient to pay a flipcnd of 5ol. I except the 
loyalty, which I have appropriated to the ex- 
pence of the room* If it be, well ; if there be 
any furplus, let it be applied to the room ; if 
there be any thing ihort, then Mr. Greaves may 
love the whole, and take his chance in that re- 
fceft, as it will be only taking the vicar's chance ; 
lorl doubt, if fometimes, after neceflary charges 
defrayed, the vicars have had a clear 50L 

I oeg you will let me know how the balance 

o/ffiy account ftands, that, fome way or other, 

I may order it to be paid immediately; for if tlie 

balance is againft me, I could not leave England 

comfortably without having fettled the payment. 

A letter will fettle this bufmefs, as well as if 

twenty friendjs were at the trouble of taking a 

journey; and talking is far worfe for me than 

reading or writing. I do not fay this to put a 

flight upon my dear friends. I ihould rejoice to 

fee them, if it was to anfwer any other end, than 

that of putting on a plaifter, to tear it off as fooa 

as it fticks. 

Ten thoufand pardons of my dear friends, for 
troubling them with this fcrawl about worldly 
matters. May God help us all, fo to fettle our 
eternal concerns,, that when we fhall be called ta 
go to our long home and heavenly country, we 
may be ready,, and have our acq^uittance along 
C 3 with 
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With us. I am quite tired with writing, nevcr- 
thelefs, I cannot lay by my pen, without defiring 
my beft Chriftian love to all my dear compani- 
ons in tribulation and neighbours in Shropihire ; 
cfoecially to Mrs. York, Mifs Simpfon, Mrs. 
Harper, Mr. Scott when Mr. York fees him, 
Winny Edmunds, and all enquiring friends. 
Thank Molly for her good management; and 
tell her, I recommend her to our common hea- 
venly Mafter ; and that if (he wants to go to Lon- 
don, or come to Briftol, I Ihall give her fuch a 
charafter as will help her to fome good place, 
by the dire<^ions of a kind Prpvidence. I hear- 
tily thank Daniel both as church-warden and as 
receiver and houfe-fteward, and I beg Mr. York 
again to pay him a proper falarjr, I am in the 
beft bonds, your affeftionate neighbour, friend, 
and minifter, I. F. 

Briftol, Nov. — - 1777. 
Mr. Jehu. 

My dear Brother, 

T Thank you for all your care 
•^ and love. . Beware of an in- 
fnaring world. You may keep the few things 
I lent you, as long as you ftay at Madeley; 
when you remove, pleafe to give them, or the 
amount to fome of our poor brethren. Farewell 
in Jefus. Life and death are both of them 2 
bleffing. I rejoice in the will of God every way; 
and fet to my feal, that he is good, faithful and 
gracious to the chief of finners, and leaft of all 
believers, even to your affcftionate friend, I. F» 

Briftol, 
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Brifto], Nov. — »777. 

hir. William Wafc. 

My dear Brother^ 

pARDON the trouble I have 

^ given you in my temporal 

concerns; it is more lor the poor and the Lord 

than for me. O! my dear friend, let us go 

through the things temporal, fo as not to lofc the 

things eternal. Let us honour God's truth, by 

believing his word, Chrift's blood, by hoping' 

firmly in divine mercy, and all tlie divine j)tr- 

feftions, by loving Gc)d with all our hearts, and 

one another, as Chrift loved us. My kind love 

to a\\ the brethren on both fides the water. 

Go from me to Mrs. Cound — tell her, I charge 
her, in the name of God, to give up the world, 
fo y^f ow^ with all fpeed for heaven, and to join 
the few that fear God about her. If fhe refuRs, 
call again; call weekly, if not daily, and warn 
her from me till (he is ripe for glory. Tell the 
brethren at Brofeley, that I did my body an in- 
jury the laft time I preached to them on the 
green ; but I do not repine at it, if they took the 
warning, and have ceafed to be neither hot nor 
cold, and begin to be warm in zeal, love, prayer, 
and every grace. — Give my Jove to Geo. Cran- 
nage ; tell him to make hafte to Chrift, and not 
to doze away his laft days. 

The phyiician has not yet given me up; but, 
I olefs God, I do not wait for his farewell, to 
give myfelf up to my God and Saviour. I write 
by ftealth, as my friends here would have me 
forbear doing it, and even talking; but I will ne- 
ver part with my privilege of writing and Ihout- 

ingf 
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ing» Thanks be to God^who giveth us the xnBory over 
(iti, death and the grave, through Jefus Chrijl! 
To him be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

Tell Mr. York, I embrace him in Ipirit, and 
ftialj, if it pleafe God, find an opportunity to 
fulfil his kind requeft by Mils Simpfon, whom, 
together with ray dear friend and good nurfe, 
Mrs. Harper, I lalutc in the Lord. God bleis 
you and yours. I am yours in the love of Jefus^ 
thebeftofbonds, I. F. 



Briftol, Nov. 26th, 1777. 

To the Brethren who hear the word of God, in 
the parilh church of Madeley. 

My dear Brethren, 

T Thank you for the dc« 
^ claration of your af« 
feftionate remembrance, which you have fent me 
by John Owen, the melTenger of your brotherly 
love. As a variety of reafons, witn which I (hall 
not trouble you, prevent my coming to take my 
leave of you in perfon, permit me to do it by 
letter. The hopes of recovering a little flrength 
to come and ferve you again in the gofpel, make 
me take the advice of the phyficians, who fay» 
that removing to a drier air and warmer climate^ 
might be of great fervice to my health. I kift 
the rod which fmites me. I adore the Provi- 
dence which lays me afide; and beg that by this 
long corrcftion of my heavenly Father, I mav be 
fo pruned, as to bring forth more fruit, if I am 
fpared. 

. I am more and more perfuaded that I have hot 

declared 
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declared unto you cunningly devifed fable*;, and 
that the gofpel, I have had the honour of preach- 
ing, though fechly, among you, is the power of 
God to falvation, to every one who believes it 
with the heart, God grant we may all be of that 
happy HMmber! Want of time does not permit 
me to give you more direftions; but, if you fol- 
low thofe which fill the reft of this page, they 
may fupply the want of a thoufand. Have, eve- 
ry daVf lower thoughts of yourfelves, higher 
thoughts of Chrift, kinder thoughts of your bre- 
thren, and more hopeful thoughts of all around 
you. Love to aflemble in the great congrega- 
tion, and with your companions in tribulation ; 
but above all, love to pray to your Father in fe* 
cret ; to confider your Saviour, who fays Loo' unto 
me^ and be faved; and to liften for your Sanftifier 
2nd Comforter, who whifpers, that he ftanJs at the 
door^ and knocks to enter into your inmoft fouls, and 
to fet up his kingdom or righteoufnefs, peace, 
and joy, with divine power, in your willing 
breafls. Wait all the day long for his glorious 
appearing within you; and, when you are toge- 
ther, by fuitable prayers, proper hymns, and en- 
livening exhortations, keep up your earneft ex- 
peAation of his pardoning and (anftifying love. 
Let not a drop latisfy you; defire an ocean, at 
leaft a fountain fpringing up to your comfort in 
your own fouls, and flowing towards all around 
you, in ftreams of love and delightful inftru6ti- 
ons, to the confolatiou of thofe with whom you 
converfe; efpecially your brethren, and thofe of 
your otem boufeholdsp Do not eat your morfel by 
yourfelves, like felfilh, niggardly people; but 
whether you eat the meat that periiheth, or tha« 

whiclx 
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ivhich cndureth unto everlafting life, be ready 
to ihare it with all. Caft your bread upon the 
waters, in a temporal and ipiritual fenfe, and it 
will not be loft. God will blefs your feed fown» 
and it will abundantly increafe. Let every onCf 
with whom you converfe, be the better for your . 
converfation. Be burning and fhining lights 
wherever you are. Set the fire of divine love to 
the hellifh ftubble of fin. Be valiant for the 
truth. Be cliampions for love. Be fons of 
thunder againft fin ; and fons of confolation to- 
wards humbled finners. Be faithful to your 
Godi your king and your mafters. Let not the 
good ways of God be blafphemed through any 
of you. Let vour heavenly mindednefi and 
your brotherly Kindnefs be known to all men ; 
£o that all who fee you may wonder, and fay. 
See how thefe people loite one another I 

You have need of patience, as well as of faith 
and power. You muft learn ta fuffer^ as well as- 
to do the will of God. Do not, then, think it 
ftrange to pafs through fiery trials: they .are ex- 
cellent for the proving, purifying, and ftrengtb^ 
cnin^ of your faith. Only let your faith be 
firm m a tempeft. Let your hope in Chrift be 
as a fure anchor cafi within the veil; and your pa^ 
tient love will foon outride the ftorm, and make 

?rou find, there is a peace in Chrift and in the Ho- 
y Ghoft, which no man can give or take away. 
May that peace be abundantly given to you, 
from our common Father, our common Redeemi- 
cr, and our common Sanftifier, our Covenant 
God ; the gracious God of Chriftians, whom we 
have fo often vouched to be our God and our all, 
when we haye been afiembled together in his 

name* 
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^3fflat. He IS the fame merciful, anJ fjitJifiil 

^Myprdjyf to day^ and for ever. Believe in his 

threefold name. Rejoice in every degree ot hi'. 

great falvation. Triumph in hope oi the (ilory 

whkVi Wiall be revealed. Do not for^'ei to Le 

\Vvit\Wu\ {ox a cup oF water ; much iefs lor \.triti'^ 

out of hell, for the means of grace, the for'^ivr- 

nefsoffins, the blood of Jefiis, the connimnioTi 

of faints on earth, and the future glorification of 

faints in heaven. Strongly, heartily be licvc t\ e- 

ry gofpel truth, efpecially the latter pjit of the 

ap)ftle's creed. Believe it, I fay, till vfmr f.iiili 

becomes to you the fubftance of tlie ctern.tl life 

70U hope for; and then, come life, come death, 

eithet ot both will be welcome to you, as, 

ftirough grace, I find they are to me. 

Heave this bleffed ifland for awhile; but, I 
tru/l, I ihall nevei leave the kingdoin of God, 
^e /nount Sfon, the new Jerufalem, the (liudow 
of Chrifts crols,. the clefts of the rock fniitten 
md pierced for us. There I entreat you to irieet 
me. There I meet you in fpirit. Fioiii thence, 
I truft, I fhall joyfully leap into the ocean of 
eternity, to go and jom tliofe miniftring ipirits 
who wait on the heirs of falvation : And, if I am 
no more permitted to minifter to you in the land 
of the living, I rejoice at the thought, that I 
fhall, perhaps, be allowed to accompany the an- 
gels, who, if you continue in the faith, will be 
commiffioned to carry your fouls into Abraham's 
bofom. If our bodies do not moulder away in 
the fame grave, our fi)irits fhall be fweetly loft 
in the fame fea of divine and brotherly love. 
J hope to fee you again in the flefh; but my 
fweetefl and firmeft hope is, to meet you wlierc 

there 
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' there are no parting feas, no interpofing moun* 
tains, no ficknefs, no death, no fear of loving 
too much, no Ihame for loving too little, no ap- 
prehenfion of burfting new veffels in our lungs, 
by indulging the joy of feeing, or the forrow of 
leaving our brethren. 

In the mean time, I earneftly recommend you 
to the paftoral care of the Great Shepherd and , 
Biihop of fouls, and to the brotherly care of one 
another, as well as to the minifterial care of my 
fubftitute. The authority of love, which you al- 
lowed me to exert among you for edification, I 
return to you, and divide among you; humbly 
requefting, that you would mutually -ufe it, in 
warning the unruly, fupporting the weak, and 
comforting all. Should I be fpared to come 
back, let me have the joy of finding you all of 
one heart and one foul ; continuing fteadfaft in 
the apoftle's doftrine, in fellowfhip one with ano- 
ther, and in communion with our fin-pardonix^ 
and fin-abhorring God. This you maydOf 
through grace, by ftron^ly believing in the aton* 
ing blood and lanSifymg Spirit of Chrift, our 
common head and our common life ; in whom^ 
my foul embraces you, and in whofe gracious 
hands, I leave both you and myfelf. Sear me 
on your hearts before him in praying love ; and 
be perfuaded, that you are thus born by, My 
dear Brethren, Yours 8cc. I. F. 



Dover, 
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Dover, Dec. and, 1777. 

To the Society at Madeley. 

My dear Brethren, 

"D Y the help of divine pro- 

^ vidence, and of your 

prayers I have got fafe to Dover; and I find tliat 

the journey has, fo far, been of fefvice to me. 

I thought to have been in France by this time ; 

f but the wind being high, tho* favourable, the 

nnriners were afraid to leave the fafe harbour, 

kftthey fhould be driven on the French clifls 

too fiercely. This delay gives me an opportuni- 

f tyo? writing a line to tell you, that I /hall bear 

70U on my heart by fea and land ; that the earth 

I ^ the LoraSf with all the fulnefs thereof; that Jefus 

lives to pTdy for us; and that I ftill recommend 

fflyfeJf to your prayers, hoping to hear of your 

Ofder, fteadfaftnefs, and growth of faith towards 

Chrift, and in love towards each other, whicli 

will greatly revive your affectionate friend and 

brother, I. F. 

Nyon, lyyS, 

To the Societies in and about Madeley. 

My dear, very dear Brethren. 

T^HIS comes with my 
-■■ beft love to you, and 
my bed wifhes, that peace, mercy, and truth may 
be multiplied unto you, from God the Fj.tlier, 
through Jefus Chrift, by the Spirit of his love; 
with which, I beg your hearts and mine may be 
hj}^ more replenilhed. 



• I am yet in the land of the living, to prepare, 
with you, for. the land where there is life without 
death, praiiing without wearinels of the flefh, and 
loving without feparation. fhere^ I once more 
challenge . you to meet me, with all the mind 
ttiit wis in Chrift; and may not one hoof be 
left behind! May there not be found one De-? * 
mas amongft you, turning afide from the little 
flock and the narrow way, to love and follow, 
this prefent perHhing world. May there not be 
one Efau, who, for a frivolous gratification, fold 
his birthriglit; nor another wife of Lot, who 
looked back for the good things of the city of 
deftruftion, and was punifhed \)y a judgment, 
almoft as fearful as that of Ananias, Sapphira, 
and Judas, 

My dear companions, let us be conjijlent; let 
us feek firft the kingdom of God and his righte- 
oufnefs, and ail other things, upon your diligent^ 
frugalf fecondary endeavours, Ihall be added unto 
you. Let us live daily, more and more, upon 
the free love of our gracious Creator and Pre- 
ferver, the grace and righteoufnefs of our aton- 
ing Redeemer and Mediator, nor let us ftop 
fhort of the powerful, joyous influence of our 
Comforter and Sanftifier. 

Bear me on your hearts, as I do you upon 
mine: and meet we all in the heart of Chrift, 
who is the centre of our union, and our common 
head ; humbly leaving it to him, zo^hen, and xofhere^ 
we fliall meet again. In the mean while, I beg. 
you will pay a due regard to. the following texts. 
Love one another, as I have loved you — By this Jliall all 
men know that ye are mv difciples, if ye love one^ ano^ 
/her — Uttle children^ love not the xmrld; for if any 

man 
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im hoe the worlds the Iwe cf the Father, and of the 
Irefhren is not in him — Be of one accord, of one 
mi-^Let there be no divijions among xour^Mind not 

[ kh things, but things which make lor peace and 

[ Mificatioii. * 

' Farewell in Chrift till we meet in the flcfh, 

j . around hLs table, or in the fpirit around his 
throne. My love and thanks to Mr. Murlin 

i and Mr. Roberts. I am your afflifted, com- 

i farted brother, I. F. 

Nyon, July i8th, i77o« 

The Rev, Mr. XJreaves. 

My dear Brother, 

T Expefted to have had an 

^ anfwer to the two iaft 

letters I wrote you, but have been difappointed 

Qfmy hope. Probably, your letters have niif- 

carried theie troublefome times. I truft you lay 

yourfelf out in length and breadth for the good 

of the flock committed to your care. I llioulA 

be glad to hear, that all the flock grow in grace, 

and that the little flock grow in humble love. 

Be pleafed to read the following note in the 
church — ** John Fletcher begs a farllier intereft 
** in the prayers of the congregation of Made- 
*' ley; and defires thofe, who aflemble to lerve 
" God in the church, to help hiin to return 
" publick thanks to Almighty God, for many 
** mercies received ; efpecially, for being able to 
" do every day a little minifterial duty, which 
" he confideis as an earneft of the ftrength he 
** (hould be glad to have, to come back foon, 
D 2 ** ^ivA 
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" and ferve them in the gofpel ; which he dc* 
•* {igns to do, pleafe God, in fome months. In 
*' the mean time, he humbly befeeches them, to 
** ferve God as Chriftians, and to love one ano- 
" ther as brethren; neglefting no means of 
*' grace, and rejoicing in all the hopes of glory," 

. I hope, my dear brotlier, that you remember 
my rcqueft to you, in my letter from Dover; 
and that you are glad of every poffible help to 
do the people good. The harveft is great, the 
labourers are comparatively few. Pray the Lord 
to fend more labourers into his harveft: and 
rejoice, when he fends us any, who will help u» 
to break up the fallow ground. 

Be pleafed, when you have an opportunity, to 
read the following note to the focieties in Made* 
ley, Dawley, and the Banks. 

My dear Brethren, 

I hope you have no need of a' 
a line to aflure you of the continuance of my 
brotherly love for you. We are all called to 
grow in grace, and confequcntly, in love, which 
is the greatcft of all Chriftian graces. Your 
prayers for my foul and my body have not beenr" 
without aufwer. BleJfed be God I Glory be to 
his rich mercy in Chrift, I live yet the life of 
fjtlth'; and as to my body, I recover fomfe 
ftrength ; which rejoices me the more, as I hope 
a good Providence will make way for my laying 
it out, in inviting you to leave the things which 
are behind, and to prefs, with earnefinefs, unity^ 
and fjtience^ towards the mark of our heavenly 
calling in Chrift. God blefs you all, willi all 
the bleffings brought to the church by Chrift 

Jefust 
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Nyon, Sep. 15th, 177c* 

Thottias-York. 

My dear Brother, 

T Thank you for your lovc^ 

^ and generous care of my 

Je tempOTdl concerns. I long to knov/ huw 

3II do. You may fee on the encJoii-J liow 

in body. Bleffed be the God of alL conib- 

1, though I have ftill very trying, fcveiiih 

ts, and nothing but forced evjcuLitions, I 

ept in peace of mind ; refigned to his will, 

aiflifts mc for my good,, and juflly fets me 

for my unprofitablenefs. Well, tb.oiipli 

. a briiifed vefTel, yet I reft on Him; he 

not break me, yea, he comforts me on every 

His grace within, and his people without,. 

my trying circumftances into matter of 
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Nyon, Feb. nth, 1779. 

Mr. WUliam Wafe. 

My dear Friend, 

T Have juft received yours of 
•*• the 24th Jan. and rejoice 
to hear of the welfare of your friends ; but there 
is no bleffing here without fome alloy of grief, 
and fuch was to me the account of the poor 
ftite of^iear Mrs. Wafe's health. The Lord be 
with her as a Comforter and San6lijierf if he does 
not chufe to be with her as a Pliyfician. Tell her, 
I fhould be glad to hold up her hands in her 
fight of afSiftion ; but if the poor, unprofitable, 
weak fervant is far off, the Mafter, who is rich 
in mercy, who fills the whole world with his 
gojdnefs and patience, and who has all power" 
given him as our brother^ Son of man, in heaven 
and earth — this kind A^fter is near to her, and " 
all his affli6led ones. Bid her from me, entreat 
her in my name, or rather, in his dear name, 
Jefus, Salvation, Refurreftion, Life, Light, and 
Love, to look to him, and to make a iree and 
conftant ufe of him in all his offices. 

I recommend to her two remedies ; the. one is 
a cheerful refignation to the will of God, where- 
by her animal fpirits will be raifcd and fweetly 
refrefhcd; the other is four lumps of heavenly 
fugir, to be taken every half hour, day and 
night, when flie does not fleep. I make a con- 
ftant ufe of them to my great comfort. They 
have quickened my foul when I was dying, and 
I doubt not but tliey will have the fame efFe6fc 
upon hers. Our Church has already extrafted 
that divine fugir from the fcripture, and put it 

into 
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\nlo \he Common Prayer-book, as tlie heavenly 

bait, which is to draw us to Uie Lord's ul ic. 

Though Ihey have often paiTtd through u.y 

mouth, vjVien 1 have called her there, (hey ha\ e 

loft nothing of their fweetncfs and force. GrJ 

Jo bwd the xvorld cfc. If any man J!n &.\ If is a 

faithful Jojing ef c. Come unto me all ye that are 

weary &c. God grant her abundance of tl>c 

&hh, which rolls thefe heavenly pills in tl-e 

mindf and much of that love, which fucks their 

fweetnefs in the heart. Tell her, they go dov.n 

bed, if taken in the cup of tlian\fji;h'ins; ; into 

which a tear of defire, of humility, of rcp<'ni- 

ance, ot of joy, might be dropt occafioiully. 

,TVial tear is to be had, by looking limply to 

Him, 'who fells oil to the virgins, who ofiered a 

fpringing well to the woman of Samaria, ;incl 

opened a /buntain flowing with heavenly blocni 

and water, when he hung for us upon llie croCs. 

To him be praife and glory for ever! Amen ! 

Tell my little god-daughter Patty Cartwrijiht, 
fhe is big enough and bad enough to take them ; 
and that the holy child Jefus came on purpolc 
irito the world to make them up for her. What 
a fhame it is, to have fuch a remedy fo near, and 
not to make more ufe of it to fubduc our un- 
belief, and cure our ftupid ingratitude. 

Thank brother Cofterdine and his fellow la- 
bourers for their occafional help; and may He, 
who gives the increafe, abundantly blefs it to 
them and to our friends. May the Lord vouch- 
fafe to confecrate our little 2k}ar, by calling one 
fmner, and eftablilhing one faint. How abun- 
dantly ihall we be repaid for our little expence 
and trouble! I am, Yours &c. I. F. 

Nyon, 
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Nyon, Feb. iith> ijjg^ 

To the Brethren in and about Madeley. 

My dcar.Companions in tribulation, 
' '■■ ■' •,"*' 

pEACE and mercy, faith^ 
•*■ hope, and love be multi- 
plied to you all in general, and to each of you 
in particular, from the Father of mercies, through 
the Lord Jefus Chrift, by the Spirit of grace. 
I thank you fpr your kind remembrance of me 
in your prayers* I am yet fpared to pray for 
you. O that I had more power with God! L. 
would bring down all heaven into all your 
hearts. Strive together, in love, for the living . 
faith, the glorious hope, the fanftifying, per- 
fefting love, once delivered to the faints. Look 
to Jefus. Move on: run vourfelves in the hea- 
venly race, and let each Iweetly draw his bro- 
ther along, till the whole company appears be- 
fore the Redeeming God in Sion, adorned as a 
bride for the heavenly Bridegroom. 

I hope God will, m his mercy, fpare me ta 
fee you in the flefh; and, if I cannot labour for 
you, I fliall gladly fuffer with you, If you will 
put health into my flefli, marrow in my bones, 
joy in my heart, and life into my whole frame, 
be of one hearty and of one fouL Count nothing , 
yoar own f hut your Jin 2Lnd Jhame ; and bury that 
dreadful property iii the grave, the bottomlels 
grave of our Saviour. Let all you arc, and have, 
be his that bought you, and his members, for his 
fake. Dig hard in the gofpel mines for hidden 
treafurc. Blow hard the furnace of praver with 
the bellows of faith, until you are melted into 
love, and the drols of fin is purged out of every . 

heart. 
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There is a river that maieik glad tie city of 
t is the grace that flows from his throne, 
i the veffel, the heavenly ark: get together 
im, and fweetly fail down into the ocean 
cnity. So fhall yc be true miners, furnace- 
and bargemen. Farewell in Jcfus. I. F. 

Nyon, May i8th, 1779. 

Rev. Mr. Greaves. 

My dear Fellow-labourer, 

TV/lY departure being de- 
^^ layed fomc weeks gives 
TOcl:! concern, although, from the confi- 
i 1 "have in your paftoral diligence, I am 
aVxiut the flock you feed, 
here was bA week a vifitation held here, and 
lergyofthc town took my part againft the 
r and others, who faid, ** I was of a feA 
where fpokcn againft." The converfatioa 
it held fo long, and was fo trying to my 
of humility, that I went out. The matter, 
rcr, ended peaceably, by a vote that they 
I invite me to dinner. God ever fave us 
jealous and perfecuting zeal ! 
ope, my dear friend, you go on comfort- 
doing more and more the work of a grow- 
vangelift. Remember my love to all I 
oned in my laft, to as many of my pa- 
lers as you meet with, and efpecially, to 
ir good neighbours and to the foeiety, 
defs you all ; and enable you to perfevcrc 
aycr for yourfelf, for the flock, (which 
:e more recommend to you, with the 

lambs,— 
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lamts, — the children) and for your affeilior 
brother, 1. F. 



Nyon, May i8th, 17 

Mr. Michael Onions. 

My dear Brother, 

T Have complied with 
-■^ requeft of my friends, 
ftay a little longer among them, as it was bad 
by a fmall fociety of pious people gathered he 
Three -weeks ago, they got about me, and, 
their knees, with many tears, befought me 
ftay till they were a little ftronger, and able 
ftand alone ; nor would they rife, till they } 
got me to comply. Happy would it be tor 
all, if we prated as earneflly :to Him, who < 
give us Jfibjiantial blefltngs. 

However, yefterday I fpoke with a can 
from Geneva, to take me to London, who C 
he would take us at a fortnight's notice. .1 
Lord is always xeady to give our hearts a lift 
the kingdom of grace, mrough which we xn 
pafs to the kingdom of glory. May we be r 
dy alfo! The comfort of this journev is,, t 
we all may travel together, tho* our Dodips 
afunder ; lor Chrift the way is every wh'ereY < 
fciith iu his word is, like his word, one and 
fame, in every age and country. So is holii 
the narrow way ; for in all places we may h 
God with all our heart, and our neighbour 
ourfelf. I hope you, and all your ferious friei 
travel thus; and that yovg: journey is like thai 

St.R 
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tL^aul, who travelled hard, as one nnning for 
ipiie— even for a aoivn of life. 

Give my kind love to all who travel in \h\% 
ttaatvti. Invite kmdly all, who have not yet 
fe OMl. Snr up earneflly thofe thai Kiilcr, 

t\^r\i\\y Tlaomas Powis, over wlioin my ht-jrt 

?e,ims. Above ull, give Ihem the fxan-ilf of 
eaving the things behind, and preffing tow;ads 
■ the mart nrith renewed vigour. Tell your wiK-, 
I Ihold her to her promife, of beinjj the land's 
, more than ever, becaufe the time is liiortcr fur 
. \JS botli. Tell your mother, I expeft to find 
her a bruifed reed in herfelf, and a pillar in 
Chiift Jefus. The Lord blefs vour brotlar and 
i hismfe,\7ilh that child born^ that Jon ilvaij wlio 
ft\iV\ \\\e to leftore to us thofe, whom death 
carries away. I hope Patty Cartwright, with 
her parents, will be made ilrong in faith and 
paftence, if not in the bodv. Tell Mr>. Fonl, 
ihope /he is better in foul for her bodily weak- 
nefs. If Mrs. Brooke is yet with her, I hope to 
find them fifters in Chri<l more than in Adam. 
J experience here, that kindred in the former is 
ftronger and dearer, than in the latter. Tell 
Mr. Wafe, I hope he is a widower in the Lord, 
devoting himfelf to the bringing up the Lord's 
feiiuiy and his own : both of wliich require clofe 
ottenaance. My love to your fellow-leaders, and 
tythem, to the companies you meet in prayer; 
aUo to Mr. Hatton, and the preachers who help 
in the round. My love alfo waits on I. Tran- 
^,T. Poole, and T. Banks, and all who meet 
in their houfes. Tell them, I hope to find 
^em growing up into Chrift in all things, par- 
ticularly, in kavenly zeal, and humbk love. Sa- 
lute 
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lute all our dear friends, and neighbours for mc« 
Farewell in the Lord. I am yours in him. 

I. F.; 

Nyon,July i8th, 1779. 

Mr. Thomas York. 

My dear Sir, 

PROVIDENCE is ftilJ gni- 
•*• cious to me, and raifes me 
friends on all fides. May God reward them 
all, and may you have a double reward for all 
^ your kindnefs. I hope I am getting a little 
ftrength. The Lord has bleffed to me a fpecies 
of black cherry, which I have eaten in large 
quantities. As a proof that I am better, I . can 
inform you, that I have preached once in this 
country; but as I was going to venture again,. 
I had a return of my fpitting blood, fo that 1 dc-. 
fifted. For a Fortnight paft, I have catechized 
the children of the town every day; and I do 
not find much inconvenience from that exerciie«r 
Some of them feem to be under fweet drawings .; 
of the Father, and a few of their mother's begin ■ 
to come, and defire me with tears in their eyes, . ; 
to ftay in this country. They urge much, my 
being bom here, and I reply, that as I was hont 
again in England, that is, of courfe, the country 
which, to me, is the dearer of the two. My 
friends have prevailed on me to publilh A Poem, 
on the Praifes of God, which I wrote many years . 
ago. The revifing it for the prefs is at once a 
bufinefs and a pleafure, which I go through on 
horfeback. Help me, by your prayers, to afk a 
bleffing on this little attempt ; and may the God 1 

of 
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of all grace, who defen-es fo much our pralfes 
fcrtheunfpeakable gift of his dear Son, give us 
fei a Ipirit of thankful praife, that we may 
Me(s and praife him, as David did formerly. 
Remember me in brotherly love to ail your 
fimily, and to all friends about you, efpecially, 
tothofe who fear God and love tlie gofpel. Let 
US grow in humble love, which becomes tliofe, 
irho believe themfelves redeemed by the blofxl 
of the Son of God, to be a peculiar people ^ zealous 
• of Idnd offices, and all manner of good works. 
Iwifhl could procure you an eftate in this 
fee country, as I hope to do Mr. Perronet, one 
of the phyncians who (hewed me fo much love, 
^hen I lay fick at Paddington. His grandfailier 
^»M3LSVife, who was naturalized in the reign of 
Queen Anne. By calling upon fome of his 
Tehtioas, I have found, that he is entitled to an 
cfete of fome thoufand pounds, of which he is 
coming to take poffeffiofi. So Providence pre- 
I pares for me a friend, a kind phyfician, and a 
fellow-traveller, to accompany me back to Eng- 
land ; where one of my chief pleafures will be 
to embrace you, if Goa fpare us to meet again, 
■ and to aflure you, how much I am. My dear 
Friend, your obliged fervant, I. F. 

Nyon, Dec. 25th, 1779, 

The Rev. Mr. Greaves. 

My dear Brother, 

GLORY be to God for liis 
unfpeakable gift! May 
that Jefus, that eternal, all-creating, all-fupport- 
E ing, 
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ing, all-atoning, all-comforting Word, which 
was witli God, and is God, and came in likeneft 
of finfui flelh to dwell among men, and to be 
our Emmanuel, God with us: may he by a lively 
faith, be formed in our hearts, and, by a warm 
love, lie and grow'in the raanger of our empti-^ 
nefs, filling it always with the bread that comes 
down from heaven! Though abfcnt in body. 
I am with you and the flock in fpirit. Yow arc 
now at the Lord's table — O ! may all the dear 
fouls, you have juft now preached to, receive 
Jefus Chrift in the pledge of his dying love; and 
go home with this lively conviftion, " God has 
" given me eternal life, and this life is h his Son^ 
*' He that hath the Son hath life: / have the 
** Son, / have life, even etemd life* The way^ 
" the truth, the life, and happinefs, are mine; 
** and now return unto thy reft, O mv foul* 
** Lord, let thy-fervant depart in peace; for mine 
«< eyes — the eyes of my' faith hzvcfeen^ the hand 
** of my faith hath handled^ the mouth of my 
** faith hath tailed thy falvation : a falvation pre- 
** fent, unfpeakable, and eternal/* 

Glory be to God in heaven! Peace on earth t 
. Love and good-will every where; but efpecially, 
in the fpot, where Providence lias called us to 
cry. Behold! what manner of love the Father has 
tefiipd to uSf in Jefus, ihat^ we children of vm-ath, 
Jhould be made children of God, by that onlv begot- 
ten Son of the Moft High, who was born for 
our regeneration, crucified for our atonement, 
raifed for our juftification, and now triumphs in 
heaven for our fanftificatiori, for our full re- 
demption, and for our eternal glorification. To 
hun be glory for ever and ever; and may all, 

who 
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^\vck^e:\r and love him about you, fiy for c\er, 
KtrwvI Hallelujah! 

Out of the fulnefs of my heart I invite tl.cm 

to do lb; but how ihalIo\v is my fiilncfs Co fii.^ • 

Whil ai drop to an ocean without bottom or 

ft\oie\ Ijet us, then, receive continually from 

Hmj-vhois the overfiowing, and ever .fjrcf«.iit 

foutce of pardoning, fanftijying, and rxhil:?r.i- 

ting grace; and from the foot of tlie Wrckin, 

r/iere you are, to the foot of the Alps i^htr^- 1 

am, let us echo back to each other, the jojful, 

thankful cry of the primitive Chriftians, (whicli 

^cas the text here this morning) Out of Us Julnrf's 

we have dl receiivd grace Jbr grace* 

1 long to hear from you and the flock. How 

Ao ^'C5u ^o on? Anfwer this and mv laft lopc- 

tYiCT ; and let me know, that yon cm joyhlly all 

your brndeos on the Lord. Mr. Ireland fcTid.s 

me ward, Mr. Romaine told him, you were not 

rery welL Take careof yourfelf* Lay nothing 

to heart. Should your bread be weak, preach 

but once on Sunday; for you know the evening 

fermon is not a part oi out Jla/ed duty. 1 hy 

this, that you may not over doy and He by, as I 

do. God direct, fuflain, and comfort you in all 

things! 

Our Lord Lieutenant, being ./lined up by 

fome of the clergy, and believing firmly thiit 

1 am banilhed from England, has tafeen the alarm 

ftill more, and forbidden the minifters to let ii^e 

exhort in their houfes; threatening thcni v.ith 

the power of the fenate, if they did. They all 

>[Velded, but are now alhamed of it. A young 

clergyman, a true Timothy, has opened me his 

iojfe where I exhort* twice a week; and the 

E a othcc 
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Other clergymen, encouraged by his boldnefs, 
come to our meetings. 

Give my kind paftoral love to all my flock 
in general, and to all who fear God, and love 
Jefus, and the brethren, in particular. May all" 
fee, and fee more abundantly, the falvation of ' 
God. May national diftrefs be fanffified unto 
them ; and may they all be loj^al fubje6l$ of the 
King of kings, and of his anointed, our King. ^ 
May the approaching new year be to tliem a 
'year of peace and goipel grace. Remember mc 
kindly to all our neighbours, whom I mention- 
ed by name in my preceding letters. I hope 
Molly takes good care of you. God blefe her! 
That you and the flock may farewell in Jcfus is 
the hearty prayer of yours, I. F, 

Nyon, March 7th, itSc^ 

The Rev. Mr. Greaves. '.. 

My dear Brother, I 




grow in the love 
bought with his blood, and committed to your-S 
care. May you have the comfort of bringinj| 
them all into the paftures of the gofpel, and fecg 
ing them thrive under ypur paftoral care. I rt- 
commend to your care the moft helplefs of thi 
flock, — I mean the children and the fick. Thej 
moft want your. help; and they are the moij 
likely to benefit by it; for affliftion foftens th^ 
heart, and children are not yet quite hardened 
through the deceitfulnefs of fin* 

I beg 
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1 beg you will not fail, when you have op. 
^Winity, to recommend to our flocJr, to honour 
the Sing, to ftudy to be quiet, and to hold up, 
IS much as lies in us, the hands of the govern. 
Bent by which we are protected. Reuiemhcr 
SK kindly to Mr. Gilpin ^ and to all our jm- 
lUVuoncis. God give you peace by all inciuis,. 

as, in his Bcrcy, he does to your alicctionalc 

feiend and fellow-labourer, I. K 

Nyon, March jth, 1 7&o» 

Mt. William Wafe. 

My dear Brother^ 

T Am fbrry the building h.ts 

^ come to lo much more ih.ui 

1 intended; but, as the mifchief is done, it is a 

matter to exercife patience, refignation, and felf- . 

denial; and it will be a caution in future. I am 

going to fell part of my little cftate here to dii- 

charge the debt,. I had laid by 50I. to print a 

final] work, which I wanted to diftribute herf; 

but, as I muft be juft, before I preluine to ofit r 

that mite t)b the God of truth, I lav by the dcfign,. 

and Ihail fend that Ham to Mr. York. Money is 

fo fcarce here, at this timcy that I ihall fell at a 

very great lofe ; but neceffity and juftice are two 

great laws, which muft be obeyed.. As I defign,. 

on my return to England, to pinch until 1 have 

got rid of this debt, 1 may go and live in one of 

the cottages belonging to the vicar,, if vre could 

tt the vicarage for a few pounds ;. and in tliat 

Qfe, I dare fay, Mr. Greaves would be fo good 

45 to take the other little houfe. 

lly dear friendr Ut us die to fin, hold faft 

E 3 Jefus^ 
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Jefus, the way, the truth, and the life, walk by 
faith in him, and not by the fight and paflions 
of the old Adam. ■ I hope the uin of affliftipng 
which bums poor England and us, will ripen u$ 
all for glory. Give my beft love to all our 
friends in Chrift, and tell them, that the hc^ of 
feeing them does me good, and that I truft, they 
will not turn it into bitternefs; which would &=' 
the cafe, if I (hould find them out of the narrow " 
Avay, and out of the kingdom of righteoufneft, 
peace, and joy in the Lord. Salute dear John 
York ; hold up his hands for me, and bid him 
(land faft in the Lord; leaning upon the crofs^of 
Him, who bruifed the ferpent's head, and Over- 
came death, hell, and the grave, bv pulling 
out fm, the fting of death. Farewell in Jefus 
Chrift. I. F. ■ / 

Nyon, Sep. 15 th, fjBom 

The Rev. Mr. Greaves. 

My dear Fellow-labourer, 

T Had fixed the time of my 
^ departure for this month; 
but now two hinderances ftand in my way* 
When I came to colleS the parts of my manu- 
fcript, I found the moft confiderable part want« 
ing ; and, after a thoufand (earches, I was oblig* 
ed to write it over again. This accident obliged 
meto put off my journey; and now the change 
of weather has Drought back fome fymptoms of 
my diforder, I fpeak, or rather, whifper with 
difficulty ,' but I hope the quantity of grapes I 
be^in to eat will have as good an effeil upon me, 

as 
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asm the latl two autumns. Have patience t?.rn 
>\\Ule -while. If things are not as you ci>ii!d 
inSh, you can do, but as I have done for mAiiy 

J ears — learn patience by the things which )v u f^rht • 
lioBm^our will, getting the better of our ovu 
VcicYvo^Aions, and growing in experience, aiv \hj 
mean ^id^mitages ; and they may all be yciirs. 
Mt. Ireland writes me word, that if I return to 
England now, the winter will undo all I li:i\c 
been doing for my health for many year-. 
However, I have not quite laid by tlic dcf!j;ii oi 
fpending the winter with you; but don't tx|'(rt 
tne till you fee me. 1 ;un, nevcrllielefs, fiiinly 

furpofed, that if I do not fet out this aiilunin, 
ftiall do fo next fpring, as early as I can. 
TiWlh^this relapfe, I was able, thank G^^xl, 
to exhort in a private room three times a week: 
but the Lord Lieutenant will not allow u.e lo 
^e^//2to a pulpit, though they permit the fcliool- 
ma/fers, who are laymen, to put on a bind imd 
read the church prayers : fo high runs the pre- 
judice. The clergy, however, tell me, that it I 
will renounce my ordination, and get prefbytc- 
rian orders among them, they will allow me to 
preach: and, on thefe terms, one of the mini- 
fters of this town offers me his curacy. A young 
Clergyman of Geneva, tutor to my ;iephew, ap- 
pears to me a truly converted man ; and he is fo 
pleifed when I tell him, there are convertcti 
fouls in England, that he will go over with me 
to learn Englifh, and converfe with the Britiih 
Chriftians. He wrote laft I'ummer with Inch 
force to fome of the clergy, who were ftirring 
up the fire of perfecution, that he made them 
alhamed, and we have fince had peace from that 
quarter. There 
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There is little genuine piety in thefe parts; 
ncverthelefs, there is yet fome of the form of it : 
fo far, as to go. to the JLord's table regularly four 
times a year. There meet the aduUerersi the 
drunkards, the fwearers, the infidels,, and e^en 
the materialifts. They have no idea of the dou- 
ble damnation that awaits hypocrites. They 
look upon partaking that facrament, as. a cere- 
mony enjoined by the magiftrate. At Zurich^ 
the firft town of this country, they have latjgly 
beheaded a clergyman, who wanted tO' betray 
his country to the Emperor, to whom it chiefly 
belonged. It is the town of the great reformer 
Zuinglius; yet there they poifoned the facra- 
mental wine a few years ago. Tell it not ia 
Gath! I mention this to fhew you tbere is ec- 
cafion and great need to bear a teftimony againft 
the faults of the clergy here ; and?, if I cannot do 
it from the pulpit, I mufl try to do it from the 
prefs. I'heit canons, which were compofed by 
230 paftorsi at the time of the reformation, arc 
to fpiritual and apoftolick, that I deCgn- to tranf- 
late them into Englifli, if I am Ibared. 

Farewell, my dear brother. Take care, goodf 
conjtant care or the flock committed to your 
charge ; efpeciatly, the Jick and the youn^. Salute 
all our dear pariftiicmers. LiCt me ftill have a 
part in yout prayers publick and private ; and 
rejoice in the Lord, as, through §race, I am 
enabled to do in all my little tribulations. I am 
your afFeftioiiatc friend and fellow-labourer, . 

!• F» 



Nyon^^ 
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Nyon, Sep. 15th, i7c?o, 

Ifr. William Wafe. 

My dear Brother, 

VOU are alfo entitled to many 

* thanks; receive them from 

me, till I can return you fomething more lub- 

ftantial. Give my love and thanks to the 

preachers, who come and help us. Enforce my 

little exhortation to the focielies in much love. 

Go and comfort from me Mrs. Palmer and Mrs. 

Cartwright ; and fince God has placed ycu all in 

a widowed ftate, agree to take Jelus for a never 

dying friend and bridegroom. Your Maker is 

vo^nulband. He is ail in all; and what, then, 

™c you loft ? Chrift is yours and all things with 

iim. The refurreftion day will foon come. 

/'nyareyourfelves for the marriage feaft of the 

Lamb and till then rejoice in the expectation of 

that day. I fympathize with our fickly friends 

widow Matthews, M. Blummer, E. Whittaker, 

I. York, and S. Afton. Salute them kindly 

from me. Help them to trim their lamps, and 

wait for the Bridegroom. Bid them not be dif- 

couragedi Thank Thomas and Nelly Fennel 

for their love to the preachers, and give them 

mine, as wfeil as John Owen &c by whom, I 

fend it to the little companies they meet with, 

to call for ftrength, comlort, and help, in time 

of need. Fare ye all well in Jefus. I fay again, 

farewell. I apt yours, I. F. 



Nyon, 

r 
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Nyon, Sep. 15th, lySo. 

Mr. Thomas York. 

My dear Friend, 

yOU fee by my letter to 
* Mr. Greaves, that I am ia 
good hopes of feeing you, at the lateft» next 
Ipring. I have been fo well,- that my friends 
here thought of giving me a wife; but what 
fhould I do with a Smfs wife at Madeley? 1 
want rather an Englilh nurfc; but more ftill a 
mighty Siviour, and, thanks be to God, tha^ 
I have. Help me to rejoice in that never dyings 
never moving Friend* 

Having heard that my dear friend Ireland lias 
difchargcd the greateft part oi my debt, I liaive 
not fent money; but I hope to bring whh me 
lOoL to make up that gap, and reimbuzle.'mf 
friends in part, till I can do it altogether. But 
I (hall never be able to pay you tlie detil of 
kindnefe i have contra&ed with you. I look to 
Jefus, my furety, ior that: May he repay, you 
a thouland fold ; £t^in^ber me kindly to Mr^^ 
York, Mrs. Harper, and all that yet remember 
your obliged frknd and biother, I. F» 

Nyon^Sep. i5th» r78(U , 

To the Societies in an<t about Madeley* 

r^ RACE and l^ace,. truth an4 ■ 
^ love be multiplied unto 
you all. Stand faft in the Lord my dear bre- 
thren. Stand faft to Jefus; ftand faft to one 
another ; ftand faft to the vow we have fo often 

renewed 
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tenewJ together upon our knees and at the 
Lord's table. Refolve to fave yourfclves aUo^i" 
Ikr, Don't be fo unloving^ Jo Lowardhy as to let 
m of your little company fall into the hands 
rf Ac- world and the Devil: and agree to cru- 
afr th^ body of fin altogether. 

lam ftill in a ftrait between the work, which 

hovidence cuts<3ut for me here, and the love 

»hich draws me to you. When I iliall liave 

the plcafure of feeing yoTi, let it not be eir.bit- 

tcicd by the forrow oi findhig any of you half- 

iMarted and lukewarm. Let nie find you all 

ftrong in thi Lord, and increafed in humble 

love. Salute from me all that followed with us 

t&ccti years ago. Care ftill for your old Lie- 

thieu. Let there be no Cain among you, no 

E&u, no Lot's wife. Let the love of I)avid and 

Jonatlan, heightened by that of Martha, Mary, 

Lazarus and our Lord, Ihine in all your thoughts^ 

your /emperSf your ic'orrf/, your hois and your 

a^iWs If you love one another, your little 

meetings will be a renewed feaft ; and the God 

of love, who is peculiarly prefent where two or 

three are gathered together, in the name of 

kfust and in the fpirit of love, will abundantly 

Wefs you. Bear me ftill upon your breafts in 

Myer, as I do you upon mine; and rejoice with 

nc, that the Lord, who made, redeemed, and 

x>mforts uSf bears us all upon AiV» I am yours in 

liou L F. 



Nyont 



Mr. John Owen. 
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Nyon, Feb. 14th, 178U 



T Thank you, my dear Brother^ v 
-■■ for your kind lines. I Haive ^ 
defered anfwering them, till I could infbtni 
you of the time of my departure hence, which . 
you will fee in my letter to Mr. Wafe. I hope 
you help both Mr. Greaves and the preachers,, 
to ftir up the people in my parifli. Be muck^ in .• 
prayer. Strengthen the things that remain tod .' 
are ready to die. I hope you take counfcl with 
Michael Onions, Mrs. Palmer, and Molly Cart- ; 
Wright, about the moft efFeftual means to re- ■ 
cover the backfliders; and to keep together to 
Chrift and to each other thofe who ftill hold - 
their fhield. Salute them kindly from me, aod - 
tell them, that I hope they will give me a good 
account of their little companies, and of t&Bi« 
ifelves. '■. 

If I were not a minifter, I would be afchooU ? 
niajler, to have the pleafure of bringing up chil<? * 
dren in the fear of the Lord: that pleafure k" : 
yours; relifh it, and it will comfort and ftrengtb* : 
en you in your work. The joy of the Loid* ;: 
and of charity is our ftrength. Salute the chil-- *^ 
dren from me, and tell tnem, I long to fljcir '. 
them the way to happinefs - and heaven. Kray ,' 
have you maftered the ftiffnefs and fhynefe ,o£ 
your temper? Charity gives a meeknefSf an affaUr ':■ 
lity^ a child-like Jtmf lid ty, and opennefs, which naluie > 
has denied you, that grace might have all the ] 
honour of it. Let me find you Ihining by thefe 
virtues, and you will revive me much. God ! 
blefs your labour about the ftieep and the lambs, i 

I need ■ 
\ 

i 
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I need not tell you to remember me to yiTir 

t\cnds, not excepting your brother in 'l:i"-, 

uur fifter, and your niece SaJly; to vl.ofr: 

lirieT\diliip 1 recommend my god-diiighlt r l\ii\y 

CMl^right. Go to James Hinkfm.i!:, ^,jvc i.-.m 

\ss^\ove, and a{k his for me and lii^ old I rt- 

tbiKv. Give the fame comraiffion to T. FL:i:.il 

and'St\iy with relpc^t to Samuel St]OUo:i ..:.il 

his wife ;'likewife to Serjeant Ltes vith ui|Lt 

to his brother Thomas; and to I. 'ri..'.'(!, 

T, Banks, and T. Pool willi rtfptVt Ui t^.fir 

friends about them- Remember nic lu M 

friends. 1 .am yours afTefctionntely, I. F. 

P. S. Read the following note to all that ft-tr 
God, av\d love Jefus and each other, aIlcuiL^.::^J 
\rv ^^iladde^' church. 

My dear Brethren f 

My heart leaps with joy at the 
thought of coming to fee you, and Lie Is ti:o 
Lord with you. Let us not ftay to pr;ii!i.' hini 
till we fee each other. Let us lee liiin in Lis 
Son, in his word, hi his works, and in all tiie 
members of Chrift. How flow will poft hurles 
go, in comparifon of love ! 

" Quick as feraphick flames wc move, 
To reign with Chrift in endlels day." 

Meet me, as I do you — in fpirit ; and we iWAl 
not ftay till Api-il or May to VWs God toge- 
ther : Nox^ will be the time of union and love. 



NyoHi 
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Nyon, Feb. 14th, lySt, 

Mr. William Wafc* 

My dear Friend, 

T Thank you for your kind 
"■• remembrance of me, . I . 
need nqt be urged to return: brotherly love 
draws me to Madeley, and circumftances drive 
me hence. With pleafure I fee the days length* = 
en, and haften the happy hour, when I fhaJl fee 
the little flock rejoicing in God,- as, through ' 
mercy, I do. I am exceeding glad that there is « 
a revival on your fide the water, and that yon 
are obliged to enlarge your room. 

I wi(h I could contribute to fhakc the dry 
bones in my parifli ; but I have no confidence : 
in the flefh ; and what I could not do, when I : 
was in my ftrength, I have little profp^A of do* ; 
in? now that my ftrength is broken. However, - 
I don't defpair ; for the work is not mlne^ but the : 
Lord*s. If the few who love the gofi^I would ; 
be fimple and zealous, God would again hear . 
their prayers for thofe, who are content to go. 
on in the broad way, I thank you for your : 
view of the iron bridge, I hope the word, and ' \ 
the faith that works by love, will ereft a more •< 
folid. and durable bridge, to unite thofe who 
travel together towards Sion. 

My friend Ireland invites me to go and joitt . 
him in the South of France; and I long to fee, ^ 
whether I could not have more liberty to preach ; 
the word among the Papifts, than among the 
Proteftants. But it is fo little I can do, that I '- 
doubt much, whether it is worth while going fo 
far upon fo little a chaiioe. If I were ftronger, 

and 
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tnJ had more time, the fear of Mng hcnged 
ilouJd not detain me. I truft to fet out next 
flioflth, and to be in England in May : it wont 
iemy fault, if it is not in April. 
I am here in the midft of the rumours of war. 
The burghers of Geneva, on the fde of the op- 
pofition, have difarmed the garrifon, and taken 
jwffeflion of one of the gates. I had, however, 
the luck to get in and bring away my nephew, 
who is a ftudent there. Some troops are prepa- 
ring to go and block them up. The Lord may 
at this time punifli the repeated backflidings of 
thore Laodicean Chriftians, moft of whom have 
turned infidels. This event may a little retard 
lay journey, as I muft pafs through Geneva. It 
^Wo puis off the printing my manufcript, for 
^•icre is nothing going on in that unhappy 
towD Au( difputes, and "fights, and mounting of 
pofds. Remember me in much love to Mr. 
Greaves, Mr. Gilpin, and the preachers who 
labour with us. Oh! my friend, give yourPelf 
wholly up to the Lord, and you will have that 
peace and joy, through Chrift and righteouf- 
neCs, which will be worth a little heaven to you. 
Adieu. Yours, I. F. 



Mr. Michael Onions. 



Nyon, March, i78r« 



T Thank you, my dear Brother, 
^ for your kind remembrance 
tfme, and for your letters: I hope to bring my 
Wier thanks to you in perfon. Come, hold up 
your hands. Confirm the feeble knees. Set up 
^ Ebeuezer every hour o£ the day. lu evex^' 
F 2 vVvvtv^ 



thing' give tlvahlcB; and' in order to' tKis^ pray 
without ceafing and rejoice evermore. My 
heart lympathiaes with poor Molly Cartwright, 
Tell her from me, that her hufband liv^s in 
Him who is thfe* wfmreftion, and that I want 
her to live there, with him. In Ghrift there is 
no death, but the vi6lory over death. O! let 
us live in him, to hint, for him, who more than 
repairs all our loffes. I long to rejoice with- her 
in hopes of meeting our departed friends, where 
{parting and ttouble' ftiali: lie na more.- 

My love to your wife: tell her flie promifod 
itie, tobejefuft's, as well asr yours.- I truft her 
riibther i^iperts fefteJP for glory, than for th^ 
grave. I hope to frnd het quite mellowed by 
8ic humble love of the golpcK- My Ibve to 
JiJhtt Oweii, afnd" all' our other leaders, and by 
therti, to: th€f few who do not tifc by the way. 
With regard tb' the others, take thetti in tHcl 
irms of* prayer andi love^ and carry them out of 
Egypt and Sodomy if tfiey are loath to come* 
Del'pair of none.- You know charity hopeth alt 
things, and brings many things to paft* All 
things- ar«jpD^/^ to- himi that believeth, all tliingf^ 
are eafy to him that loveth% God- be- with- you, 
my dear brother, and make you faithful unto 
dearth. Jt iS' my prayer for you, and all the 
focicty, and alf my dear neighbours, my dear, 
parifhioners, to whom I beg ta be- rem'cmbered. 
I have ilO(||>lace to wfite'theii names; but I pray 
they may be all written in the book of life. God 
is merciftil,.graeiou^, and faithful: I fet my feaL 
to his loving kindnefs ; Witaefe my heart ancB 
hand, !• F. 

■' ■ . ■ ^ " ■ ' FAMi* 
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Familiar letters- 

Tern, Nov. 24th, 1736* 

TheRfiv.Mr.JolinWeney. 

Revt Sir, 



A S I look upon yon as 
-^ my fpiritiial guide, 



Cannot doubt of your patience to hear, and 
yout experience to anfwet a queftion, propofed 
oy one of your people, I freely lay my cafe 
Ware you, 

Sncc the firflr time I began to feel the love 

of God {bed abroad in my foul, which was, I 

ttmi^at feren years of age, I refolved to give 

^yfcif up to him, and to the fervice of his 

Cnurch, if ever I was fit for it; but, the corri.p- 

Jion which is in the world, and that which was 

in my heart, foon weakened, if not erafcd thofe 

firft charafters, which grace had written upon it. 

However, I went through my ftudies, with a 

defign of going into orders; but afterwards, 

Upoa ferious refle6lion, feeling I was unequal to 

fc great a burden, and difgufted by the neceffity 

IlnouU be under to fubfcribe the doftrine of 

^cdeftination, I yielded to the defirc of my 

ificnds, who would have me to go into the 

*my; but juft before I was quite engaged in a 

^tary employment, I met with fuch difap- 

Ijiatmcnts asoccaiioned my coming to England. 

j^cre I was called outwardly three times to go 

«ioonic»f but upon piaymg to God, that if 
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thofe calls were not from him, they might come 
to nothing, fomething always blaftcd the defigns 
of my friends ; and in this, I have often admi- 
red the goodnefs of God, who prevented my 
ruihing into that important employment, as the 
horfe into the b;»ttle. I never was more thank- 
ful for this favour, than fmce I heard the golbel 
in its purity. Before I had been afraid, out 
then / trembled to meddle with holy things; and 
refolved to work out my falvation privately, 
without engaging in a way of life, which requi- 
red fo much more grace and gifts, than I waa 
confcious I poiTefled ; yet, from time to time, I 
felt warm and (Irong delires, to cad myfelf and 
my inabilitv on the Lord, if I (hould be called 
any more, Knowing that he could help me, and 
ibew his flrength in my weakncfs: and theie 
defires were increafed, oy fome little fuioceii, 
which attended my exhortations and lettento 
my friends. 

I think it neccffarj' to let you know, Sir, that 
my patron often deured me to take orders, and 
faid, he would foon help me to a livine; to 
which I coJdly anfwered, I was not fit, and that 
befides, I did not know how to get a title. The 
thing was in that (late, when about fix weeks 
ago, a gentleman, I hardly knew, offered me a 
living, which, in all probability, will be vacant 
foon ; and a clergyman, I never fpoke to, gave 
me of his own accord, the title of curate to one 
of his livings. Now, Sir, the queftion, which 
X beg you to decide is, Whether, I moft and can 
make ufe of that title to get into orders? For, 
with refpeft to the living, were it vacant, I have 
no mind to it^ becaufe^ I think, I could preach- 

with 



r73i 

iMth more fruit in my native country , and in 
ttvovn tongue. 

lam in ful'pence: on one (ide, my heart tells 
»,Imuft try, and it tells me fo, whenever I 
kl any degree of the love of God and man ; 
00 the other, when I examine, whether I am fit 
fcrit, I fo plainly fee my want of gifts, and 
«^ally, of th:it /wi/ of all the labours of a mi- 
flifier, — loite, continudf univerfalp faming lovt^ tliat 
m confidence difappears; I accufe myfelf of 
1^ to dare to entertain the defire, of liipport- 
Bigaae day the ark of God, and conclude, that 
tu extraordinary puniihment will, fooner or 
Jatct, overtake my raflinefs. As I am in both 
of thcfe frames fucceflively, I muft own/ Sir, E 
dbnol fee which of thele two wajs belure me, 
lean take with fafety; and I ihall gladly be 
Jvledbyyou; becaulie, I truft, God will direft: 
you IB, giving me the advice, you think will beft 
conduce to his glory, which is the only, thini; I: 
muld have in view in this affair, I know huw 

Secious your time is, and defire no long an* 
er, — ferfijt^ or forbear^ will fatisfy and infiu* 
aocCjc l\ev- Sir, your unworthy iiervant, I. F. 



London, May 26th, 1757« 

The Rev. Mr. John Weffey. 

Rev. Sir, 

1 F I did not write ta 

■* you belore Mrs, Wei- 

ley bad afked me, it was not, that I wanttd a 

ttifleaabraicer within, but rather an encourager 

withouip There is^ gejiierally, upon my heart 

iuch 
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Ihowers of righteoufncfs, peace, and joy in thr 
Hdy Ghoft, which I implore for you. 

Though, I truft, the unftion from above 
teaches you all things needful to faivation, and 
efpecially the neccffity of continuing inftant ia 
prayer, and watching thereunto with all perfit* 
verance, ytt^ I think it my duty to endeavour 
to add wings -to your defires after holinefs, by 
enforcing them with mine. O werc I but clotbf 
ed with all the righteoufncfs of Chri{l,niy pray- 
ers would avail much; and the lukewarmnefe 
of my brethren would not mcreafe .my guilt, 
as being myfelf an inftance of that coldnefs of 
love, which puts me upon interceding for them. . 

Though I fpeak of lukev/armnefs, I do not 
accufe you, Madam, of having given way to it ; 
on the contrary, it is my duty, and the joy of 
%ny heart, to 'hope, that you ftir up more and 
more the gift of God, which is in you ; tthat thf 
evidences of your intereft in a bleeding LsM 
get clearer every day ; that the love of Chrift 
conftrains you more and more to deny yourfelf, - 
take up your crofs in all things, and. follow him 
patiently, through bad and good report: — in a 
word, that continually leaving the things which are 
behind, you firetch forward, through funftiine or 
darknefs towards the prize of your high calling in 
Jefus Chrijl — I mean a' neart emptied of pride f <ud 
filed with all the fulnefs of God. This is the hop«, 
which I delight to entertain of you; and I de- 
fcribe it, not out of flattery, Mjidam, but with 
an intent that, if you fall (hort in any thing, 
thefe lines may be an inflrument in the hand of 
God to ftir you up again, and make you look on 
all things as dung ana drofsj in comparifon ofvfe 

excellency 
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mllency of the knowledge of Jefus Chrifit willi 

; whom we ought to be crucified to the ivoiiii, a mi 

ftc world to us. 

1 have often thought of you, Maciain, in 

[. wading the letters of a Lady,$ who was a Ll^iil- 

tiaa, and an eminent Chriftian, not to hy c:;c 

oSfiitbrighteft lights, that God has railed ' '.cr 

tbcJatc revival oT godlincfs. The rcpro?.-!: il 

Ctrift was her croizn of rejoicin^^ his ckj- \m' 

(m/inual fupportf his followers her deattji n't.j.mi' 

on:, his example the pattern of her tvuvtriui'nr,. 

She lived a faint ^ and died an ar,f;iL Each u:.c 

of her letters may be a pattern for Chvifiiaii cc;i- 

refpondents, bv the fimplicity, edification, a: d 

love lYvey breatne in every line, O v.l.cn i' .1! 

1 \vi\te as ft\c did! When my heart ILali be it. 11 

of God as hers was. 

M^y the Lord enable you to walk in her fie; s 

jg^ s;rant me to fee you Ihining amoiii; t! c 

■felbTe, loving Marys of this age, uh iiic did bi;t 

a few months ago. Her God is our Cud: :l.e 

iame Spirit, that animated her, is waiting at tLc 

door of our hearts, to cleanfe them and till thcni 

with his coufolations, if we will but exclude the 

v/orld, and let him in. Why fliould v.e then 

give way to delpondency, anci refufe to chcrilh 

that lively hope, which if any one has, he xcill fuiify 

himfclfs even as God is pure? Take courage then, 

&Iadam, and confider, that the hour of felf-deni- 

al and painful wreftling with God will be lliort^ 

and the time of vi&orious recompence as long 

^ eternity itfelf. May the Lord enable you 

and me, to weigh that confideration in the ti- 

lance of his fanftuary, and to aft agreeably: 

j G and 

» ^Mrs, Lcfcvrc; 
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and may that gracious Being, who invites the 
young man to honour him in the days of his 
youthf gi'ant you to fee him, whom he has given 
you, |)onder thofe folemn truths betimes, and 
find by a happy experience, that none is happier 
than he, who takes early tlie Lord's yoke upon 
himfelf. 

I conclude, by commending you to the Lord, 
and to the Word of his grace, and recommend- 
ing myfelf to your prayers, I am. Madam, your 
obedient fervant for Chrift's fake, L F. 



London, Dec. 12th, lysS^ 

The Rev. Mr. Charles Wefl^y. 

My dear Sir, 

IF my filence was ow- 
ing to forgetfidjgBJI 
I fliould blufli at not availing myfelf mori^P 
quently of your permiflion to write ; but the 
idea I entertain, that nothing but your great 
condefcenfion can make my correfpondence fup- 
portable, makes me fometimes aft in a manner 
quite contrary to the fentiments of my heart. 

Before I left Tern, the Lord gave mfe a me- 
dicine to prepare me to fuffer what awaited me 
here. * *^ ^^ ***** * 

* < m ******* 

* ***««** 

This humiliation prepared me To well, that I 
was not furprized to learn, that a perfon m Lon- 
don had fpread abroad many falfe and fcandalous 
things ofme, during my abfence; and that the 
minds o£ many were prejudiced againft me# la 
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oncfcnfe, I took a pleafure in thinking, that I 
was going to be rejerted by the children of God, 
iodthit my Saviour would become more dear, 
.ua/er the idea, that as in heaven, lb now on 
flrth, I ihould have none but hiin. The fivil 
time I appeared in the chripel, many were To 
I" ofiended, that it was with difficulty they could 
Jbrbear intenupting me in my prayer, to ttll 
me, Phyjlcian heal thy [elf. I was on tne point of * 
declining to officiate, fearing I li.ould only give 
frdh offence; indeed, I fhould have done ioy 
had it not been for my friend Bernon, who 
, peffed me to ftand firm, reprefenting the tri- 
umph my filence would give my enemies See. 
His leaions appeared to me fo cogent, that, as 
yout brother did not rejeft my affiftance, I read 
pnyers, and engaged to preach fometimes of a 
morning; which I have accordhigly continued 

^^Bbe lame day I arrived in London, our poor 
^HRu Bernon took to his bed, as if the Lord 
had waited my prefcnce to give the blc^w. 
Three day^ after the fevfer increafed, and ap- 
peared to be dangerous. The next day, whicli 
was Wednefday, he fettled his temporal con- 
cerns. Friday evening he was free from fever, 
and I had fonie hopes of his life ; but on Satur- 
day it appeared, that the fever was the lighteft 
part of his malady, and tlie pliyfician faid, he 
would die of an inflammation in his bowelji; 
which was the cafe on Monday, after an illncfs 
of eight days. I fat up with him three nights, 
TsA faw him as often as I could by day; and, 
Urifed be God, I did not fee him for a momcTii 
without the jul\ ajfurance of faith. His foul was, 
G z in 
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in general, divided between the cxercife of re-. 
pentance, and of faith in the blood of the Lamb; 
however, from time to time, repentance gave 
place to rejoicing ; and when he appeared better, 
he expreiied much fear of returning to life* 
Neverthelcfc, one day, when I was not with him^* 
he had a conhi6l with the Enemy of his faith, 
which continued an hour or two, when he came 
olf conqueror. The violence of the fever fc«ne«- 
times threw him into ^ delirium, and that was 
the cafe Ibme hours before his diifolution. The 
lafl words he uttered, before the ftrength of hig 
difcale deprived him of fpeech, were, ** O what 
love ! What love!" I have in my heart a clear 
teftimony that he died the death of the jujl. Thus 
to recompence me for the injury Satan 'has done 
me by a falle friend, the Lord has taken to him- 
felf a true one, wham he will rcftorc to me 
again in the lafl gceat day: Such a lofi Jmj^ 
jeal ^ain. 1^^^^ 

I fmcerely rejoice in the health of Mrs«^i||P^ 
ley. Prefent my compliments to her — ^not thole 
ot the children of this world, but thole of the 
fervants of Chrift ; and don't forget to give yout 
little Charles a kifs of pieace and prayer for me* 
Adieu. I» F. 

London, March 2ad, 1759* 

The Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley. 

My dear Sir, 

^OU left me without 
permitting me to 
fay, farewell ; but that fhall not hinder me from 
wiihing you a good journey, and I flatter mv- 
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fdf, that you arc in the Iiahit of retnrninj' lijy 

«a}frs. 1 have even fhartd the joy v./ y-. . 
ipJey in leehig you again. Happiei \hu] ti.e 
aBifted Jeiiis, you leave )our oui:, aitd tl.ty 
/tgrct your abfence; you return to }oir c- ii, 
and they receive you with joy. ^ ou t. :.. ot 
yet be rendered jjertcrt by fuffiru.i^r; ycur l.:il cr 
and mother have never forlakcn you: 1 i-t, i:o 
matter, you have no douLt your atfii6iions: i-.i-d 
probably, the Lord puts you Je^retly in a en ' i- 
dIc, that you may come forth as goJd iL\tii 
times fried in the fire. May his Jelt lund he 
uiuierneath you, and his right hand evtr eiii- 
biacc you! May he lay his hand upon you^ 
vcA fiU you with his ftrength! He will 'not 
{oigelMn. Wcfley: 1 have had fome afiurmc s 
that he will not, when 1 have been enabitd lo- 

«t the feet of Jefus the dellghtlul buracii 
ut upon me, by interefling me in her pre* 
rritical circumftances. If I v;cic more 
[c, I would beg you to prcftnt her n.y 
humble refpefts ; and if I were flroiig in fniUi 
like Elizabeth, I could fay, like her, "vviih tlut 
fulnefs of the Spirit which fliould go to 1m r 
hearty Blejfed art thou amon^ ivomen, aud I'-Jilc! is 
' the fruit of tliyiifomh! But it becomes not nc to 
prefume fo far; I flnll be happy if njy gcud 
wilhes may be found fincrre before God. 

Since your departure, I have livtd iLore t^:u\ 

ever like a hermit. It feems to iul, ^\vdi 1 :.:n 

to unprofitable weight upOTi tho eurfh. I v^.ut 

\a hide myfelf from all. I tr^^inble w'j^n lix 

Lord favours me with a fight of m\ ieif ; I ♦rcia« 

Me to think of preaching o:ily to di-..'v.:Ur:r 

God, To morrow I pre:ich at V/tfi. Slicct y^hh 

G 3 all 
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all the feelings of Jonah : O would to 
might be attended with his fucccfs ! If th 
fhall, in any degree, fuftain my weaknefs, 
confiJer myfelt as indebted to your p: 
The Adverlary avails himfelf mightily 
cnthufiafm of Mifs A— — — d to prever 
fuccefs of my preaching in French; but 
lieve that my own unworthinefe does mc 

the Devil, than ten Mifs A 's. 

ever, I have thought it my duty to end 
to ftem the torrent of difcouragement, p 
the Lord to provide for this poor pe 
paftor after his own heart, whom the wan 
fheep may be willing to hear, and wb 
bring them to himfelf. 

A propofal has lateljr been made to i 
accompany Mr. Nathaniel Gilbert to the 
Indies. I have weighed the matter, but o 
hand ; I feel that I have neither fufficier 
nor grace, nor talentSy to expofe myfelf i 
temptations and labours of a miffion in the 
Indies; and on the other, I believe, that 
calls me thither, the time is not yet 
I wi(h to be certain, that I am converte 
felf, before I leave my converted breth 
convert heathens. Pray let me know wh 
think of this bufinefs; if you condemn 
put the fea between us, the command wo 
a hard one; but I might, poffibly, prev 
myfelf to give you that proof of the def 
1 pay tc your judicious advice. 

Give me fome account of Mrs. Wefle; 
of the god-father (he defigns for your 
Charles: and, that flie may not labour ui 
deception, tell her how greatly I want w 
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tod add, that I have no more grace than wifJoiij. 

\i liter all (he will not rejeft fu uii worthy a 

bmfor, lemeniber that I have taken you lor a 

mhn and advifer, and that the charge will m 

the end devolve upon vou. Adieu. Mjy the 

\teiutude of Chrift fill you, and may fome 

dxo^ of that precious oil run fioni you to 

mcl I. F. 

P. S. I have taken pofTeflfon of my little 
hired chamber. There I have outxcaut pcjec, 
and I wait for that which is withui. 1 was this 
morning with Lady Huntingdon, who Ijijits 
you, and unites with lue^ to lay, that we h^vr 
need of you to make one in our thretlold corti, 
w\d \o beg you will haften your return, when 
Providence permits. Our converlatiun w.tb clLep 
acd full ot the energy of faith on the p.tri uf 
iAff Coimtefs ; as to me, I fat like Saul at the icct 
ramaiiel. 
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'' London, April — 1759, 



Hev. Mr. Charles We/ley. - 
My dear Sir, 



W^ 



'ITH a heart bowrd 
down with grief, and 
eyes bathed with tears, occnroned by our lite 
heavy lofs, I mean the death of Mr. Walih, I 
take my pen to pray you, to interrcde for inc. 
What I th.^.t ihicere, laboriorts, and zealous fcrvant of 
Ood ! Was he faved only as by frr, and was not 
his prayer heard till the twelfth hour was juft 
exniring? O where fhall I appear, T, who am 
an' unprofitable fervant! Would to God, iry 

eyes 
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eyes were fountains of water to weep for my 
finsf Would to God, I ipight pafs the reft of 
my days, in crying, Lord^ hdae mercy upon 
me! All is i/oni/y— grace, talents, labours, if 
we compare them with the mighty ftride we have 
to take from time into eternity! Lord, remem- 
ber me now that thou art in thy kingdom ! 

I have pteached and adminiftered the facra- 
ment at Weft Street fometimes in the holidays* 
May God water the poor feed I have fown, and 
give it fruitfulnefs, tho* it be only in one foul! 

I have lately feen fo much weaknefs in my 
heart, both as a minifter and a Chriftian, that 1 
know not which is moft to be pitied the man, 
the believer, or the preacher. Could I, aj laft, 
be truly humbled, and contimie fo always, I fhould 
efteem myfelf happv in making this difcovery, 
I preach merely to keep the chapel open, until 
God ihall fend a workman after his own he^ 
Nos numeri fumus;* this is almoft all I can 
of myfelf. If I did not know myfelf a lit?! 
better, than I did formerly, I fhould tell you, 
that I had ceafed altogether from placing any 
confidence in my repentances &c. &c. but I fee 
my heart is fo full of deceit, that I cannot de- 
pend on my knowledge of myfelf. 

You are not well— Are you, then, going to 
leave us, like poor Walfli? Ah ftay, and per- 
mit me to go firft, that, when my foul fhall leave 
the body, you may commend it to the mercy of 
my Saviour. 

The day Mr. Walfh died, the Lord gave our 
brethren the fpirit of fupplication for him, and 
many unutterable groans were offered up for 

him 

*I fin up an tmpty /pace. 
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\\iin at Spittlcficlds, where I was. WIio fliall 
Tender us the fame kind offices? Is not our 
Y»ur near? O, my God, when thou conicft, 
prepare us, and we fliall be »eady! You owe 
your children an elegy upon his death, and you 
annot employ your poetick talents on a better 
fubjcft. 

Give me fomc account of yourfelf, of my god- 
daughter, and of Charles. Prefent mv rcfpefts 
ti) Mrs. Wefley, whom the Lord will ftrengthen 
in body and foul, if my prayers alcend to his 
throne; and believe me your poor brother and 
ferrant foliciting your prayers, I. F. 

London, June ift, lysgt 

The Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley. 

My dear Brother, or rather. My dear Father, 

• CUFFER me to complain that you 

"^ forget us. I wilh my letter 
ttay mifs you, and that you may come in perfon 
and anfwer it before it reaches you. I know 
what detains you: I approve your prudence, 
but rejoice not at it. How is your health, that 
«f Mrs. Wefley, and your little family? The 
Lord gives me health of body, and, from time to 
time, I feel ftrength in my loul. O when lira 11 
Ac witnefs, who is dead, arife ! When ihall the 
Spirit enter into him, and fill him with wifdoni, 
with power, and with love ! Pray for me, and 
"ipport my weaknefs, as much as you can. I 
ya here umbra pro corpore.* 1 preach as your 
wWUtutc: come and fill worthily an office, of 

wliicb 

*A fhadow rather than a fubfiance. 
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^hich I am unworthy. My pupils return to 
Cambridge on Monday, and the whole family 
fets out for Shropihire on the nth. Shall I not 
fee you, before *at time ? I have rejected the 
offer of Dr. Taylor, and have no other tempta- 
tions than thofe of a bad heart. That is enough, 
you will fay; I grant it; but we muft fight be- 
fore we conquer. Pray that my courage may 
not fail. Come, and the Lord come with you! 
I am &CC. I. F. 

Tern, July tgi\ 1759. 

The Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley. 

My dear Sir, 

INSTEAD of apologi- 
•*• zing for my filence, 
1 will tell you, that I have twenty times endea- 
voured to break it, but without efieft. I ^j^l^ 
fimply relate the caufe of my filence, referrii^ 
you to the remembrance of your own tempta- 
tions, for that patience you muft exercifc to a 
weak, tempted foul. 

This is the fourth fummer that I have, been 
brought hither, in a peculiar manner, to be 
tempted of the Devil in a wiidernefs ; and I have 
improved 16 little by my paft exercifes, that I 
have not defended myfeif better than in the tirft 
year. Being arrived here, 1 began to fpend my 
time as I had determined, one part in prayer, 
and the other in meditation on the holy fcrip» 
tures. The Lord bleiied my devotions, and I 
advanced from conquering to conquer, leading 
every thought captive to the obedience of Jefus 

Chrift^ 
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Clirift, when it plcafed God to flicw me fome of 
Refolds of my heart. As 1 looked for notljing 
Ws than fuch a difcovery, I was extremely lur- 
prized, fo much fo, as to forget Chrift : Yuu 
nay judge already what was Ine coiifec]uciicc. 
Arpirituai languor feized on all the powers of 
my foul; and I fuffered myfclf to be cirried 
away quietly by a current, with the rapidity of 
which I was unacquainted. 

Neither doubt, nor defpair troubled me for a 
moment: my temptation took another courfe. 
It appeared to me, that God would be much 
ittore glorified by my damnation, than my fal- 
vation. It feemed altogether incompatible with 
Ij the l:ioUnefs, tlie juftice, and the veracity oi" the 
Supicme Being, to admit fo ftubborn an oiteridtr 
into his prefence. I could do nothing but be 
^^Ofliftftf at the patience of God; and I would 
viUiflgly have fung thofe verles of Defbaraux, if 
fbd had ftrength. 

Tonne, frappe, il eft temps, rend moi guerre 

pour guerre, 
Jadore en periffunt la raifon qui t'aigrit. 

Do not imagine, however, that I was in a ftate 
of e^'angelical repentance ; no, — a man who re- 

rntsdeCres to be faved, but I defired it not: 
was even impatient to go to my own place; 
and fecretly wilhed, that God would for a mo- 
ment give me the exercife of his iron fceptre, to 
break myfelf to pieces as a vefTel to diilionour. 
K bitter and cruel zeal, againft myfelf, and all 
the finners who were with me, filled all my 
thoughts and all my deflres. The Devil, who 
well knew how to improve the opportunity, 

blew 
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blew without ceafing the fparks of fomc corrup- 
tions, which I thought extinguifhed, or at the 
point of being % till at laft the fire begun 'to 
appear without* This opened my eyes, and I 
felt it was time to implore fuccour. It is now 
eight days fince I endeavoured to pray, but al- 
moft without fuccefs: yefterday, however, as I 
fang one of your hymns, the Lord lifted up jaiy 
head, and commanded me to face my enemies. 
By his grace, I am already conqueror, and I 
doubt not, that I fhall foon be more than con- 
queror. Although I deferve it not, neverthe- 
lefs, hold up my hands till all thefe Amalakites 
be put to flight. I am &c. I. F. 

London, Sep. 14th, 1759. 

Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley. 

My dear Sir, r 



T Thank you for your 
■*• fpeedy anfwer, and no- 



thing, but the affurance of your fpeedy arrival, 
is wanting to make my happinefs complete. 
Your laft lines drew tears from my eyes ; I can- 
not wait till your death, to befeech you to give 
me that benediftion of which you fpeak. I con- 
jure you, in the name of Chrift, to give it me, 
when you read thefe lines, and to repeat it, as 
frequently as you think of a poor brother, who 
needs the prayers of every one, and who cannot 
part with yours. 

I accept with, pleafure, the obliging propofal 
you make me for the approaching winter; and I 
entreat you to conlider U lefs as a propofal, than 

as 
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as an engagement into which you have entered* 
and of which I have a right to foiicit the fulfill- 
nient. Permit me only to add to it one condition ^ 
which is, to make our reading kc. tend, as much 
as poflible, to that poverty of Ipirit, which I fo 
greatly need. 

A few days ago, the Lord gave me two or 
three lefTons on that fubjeft ; but alas! how have 
I forgotten them! I faw, I felt, that I was en- 
tirely vend of wifdom and virtue. I was alliam- 
ed of myfelf, and I could fay with a degree of 
feeling, which I cannot delcribe, Nil ago, nil 
habeo, fum nil ; in pulvero ferpo.* I could then 
fay, what Gregory Lopez was enabled to fay at 
all times, " There is no man, of whom I have 
not a better opinion, than of myfelf." I could 
have placed myfelf under the feet of the moft 
atrocious finner, and have acknowledged him 
for a faint, in comparifon of myfelf. If ever I 
am humble and patient, if ever 1 enjoy folid 
peace of mind, it muft be in this very fpirit; Ah ! 
why do I not a&ually find thefe virtues? Be- 
caufe, I am filled with felf-fufficiencyf and am pof- 
fefled by that felf efteem, which blinds me, and 
hinders me from doing juftice to my owr de- 
merits. O! pray that the Spirit of Jefus may 
remove thefe fcales from my eyes for ever, and 
compel me to retire into my own nothingnefs. 

Xo what a monjlroits idea had you well nigh 
given birth! What! the labours of my miniftry 
under you deferve a falary! I, who have done 
nothing but difhonour'd God hitherto, and am 
not in a condition to do any thing elfe for the 
future! If, then, I am permitted to ftand in 
H the 

*I do nothing, have nothings am nothing ; I crawl in the duft. 
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the courts of the Lord's houfe, is it not for me 
to make an acknowledgement rather than to re- 
ceive one. If I ever receive any thing of the 
Methodifl Church, it fliall be only as an indi- 

fent mendicant receives an alms, without which 
e would perifh. Such were fome of the 
thoughts, which paffed through my mind, with 
regard to the propofal you made to me in ZjOQ* 
don ; and I doubt,, whether my own vanity, or 
your goodneGi, will be able to efface the im- 
preffions they have left. 

I have great need of your advice, relative to 
the letters which I receive one aftey another 
from my relations, who unite in their invita- 
tions to me, to return to my own country: one 
fays, to fettle my affairs there, aiiother, to preach 
there, a third, to aflift him to. die &c. They 
prefs me to declare, whether I renounce my fa- 
mily, and the demands I have upon it ; and my 
mother defires, that I will, at leafl, go and fee 
her; and commands me to do fo in the flrongeft 
terms. What anfwer fliall I make? If Ihc 
thought, as you do, I fliouH write to her, " Ubi 
Chrifliani, ibi patria;*" my mother, my brethren, 
my liflers, axe thofe . who do the will of my 
Heavenly Father: but fne is not in a flate of 
mind to digefl fuch an anfwer : A mother, is a 
mother long. On the other hand, I have no 
inclination to yield to- thei? defires, which ap- 
pear to me njerely natural; for I fliall lofe preci- 
ous time, and incur cxpence : My prefence is 
not abfolutely neceflary to iny concerns ; and it is 
more probable that my relations will pervert me 
to vanity and intereft, than that I fliall convert 

them 

♦'^Vhcre there arc Chriftbru, there is my country. 
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them to genuine Chriftianity. Laflly, I fliall 
trave no opportunity to cxercife my miniflry. 
Our Swifs uiinifters, who preach only once a 
. week, will not look upon me with a more fa- 
vourable eye than the niiniflers here; and irre- 
gular preaching is inipra<?ticable, and would 
only caufe me, either to be laid in prifon, or 
immediately banilhcd from the country. 

How does your family do? Is the fmall^pox 
Jis far off as the French? And does your wife 
difquiet herfelf, vhile all the nation refumes 
courage? Salute her from me, and tell her that 
her brother, the captain, who is very well, trains 
his men as well as he can for her defence. May 
the Almighty be your defence day and night! 
"What he proteAs is well protefted. I^crtnit irre 
to thank you for the fentcnce from Kempis, 
"with which you clofe your letter, by returning 
to you another' — " You run no rilk in confider- 
** mg^yourfelf as the wickedeft of men; but 
** you^are in danger, if you prefer yourfelf to 
«* any one." I am ike* I. F. 



Tern, Oft. 24th, 1759. 

Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley. 

My dear Sir, 

■pOR fome days paft, the 
■*■ hope of hearing from 
you has been balanced by the fear that you were 
not in a condition to write. This laft idea pre- 
vails fo much, that 1 take my pen, to entreat 
you, to deliver me from the inquietude which 
I fuflFer from your filence. If the gout prevents 
H 2 you 
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you from writing, employ the hand of a friend : 
if you are in the third heaven of contemplation 
and love, let brotherly love, for a moment, 
bring you down ; if you wander in the defert 
of temptation, let fympathy unite you to a mife- 
rable man, who feels himfelf undone. 

Since my laft, I have taken fome fteps towards 
the knowledge of myfelf. If you enquire, what 
I have learned ?. I anfwer, that I am naked of 
every thing, but pride and unbeliefs Yefterday 
I was feized with the defire of making rhymes, 
and I verfified my thoughts on the prefent ftate 
of my foul in a hymn, the firft part of whkh I 
now fend you. If the poetry does not defervc 
reading, the language will recai to mind your 
French. 

How does Mrs, Wefley and your little family 
do? The rumour here is, that the French arc 
at Liverpool, I am glad they do not think of 
Briftol. Salute the trembling Half of yourfelf 
from me, Smd tell her, how much I rejoice that 
your quarters have been in fafety hitherto ; and 
that my hope is, they will continue fo to the 
end of the war. 

May the care you take of your health, have 
the luccefs I wilh ; and while I wait the event, 
may He, who enabled St. Paul to fay, When I am 
wed'i, then am Ijtrong, fuftain you in all your in- 
firmities, and fill your inward man with his 
mighty power! At the moment I was going to 
feal mine, I received your dear letter. You 
will fee by the hymn, in which I have attempt- 
ed to piint my heart, that I have at prefent far 
other things to do, than to think of going on to 
perfedion, even laying iht foundation of tne fpi- 

ritual 
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ritual houfc; much lefs, then, can I help for- 
^rard thofe who feek it^ I am &c, I. F. 



Tern, Sep. 29th, 1759* 

The Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley. 

My dear Sir, 

yOUR filencc began 

^ to make me uneafy, 

and your letter had well nigh made me draw my 

pen over one I had written to a(k the caufe of it. 

The Lord afflifis you: that is enough to filence 

every complaint, and I will not open my mouili, 

^xoft it be to pray the Lord, to enable you 

^?)\in to bring forth thofe fruits of righte- 

outads, which attend the trials of his children, 

fafc care of yourfelf, for the fake of the Lord's 

iiWie flock, and for me, who, with all the impi- 

tiencc of brotherly love, reckon every day till 

I cMn have the pleafure of embracing you. 

^n know any thing of true brotherly love, 
{of which I often doubt) it agrees perfectly well 
^™the love of God, as the founds of the dif- 
ferent parts in mufick agree with each other. 
Their union arifes from their juft difference; 
«nd they pleafe, fometimes, fo much the more, 
^ thev appear the moft oppofed. The ■oppofi- 
lion of fentiments between divine and brotherly 
*^ve, 'together with the fubordination of tlic 
^'^J^, forms that delightful combat in the foul 
?>»? ^l^cvei', that being divided between /w-p, of 
*'^apoftle,* which condudes with a facrifice of 
^^%aation, of which the natural man is not 
H 3 capable^ 

♦Pixil. i. 23. 
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capable. Your expreffion, " Spread the moral 
fenfe all o'er/' gives me an idea of that charity, 
which I feek. The love of Gregory Lopez ap- 
pears to me too Jloicalz I do not find in it that 
vehement defire, thofe tears of love, that ardour 
of feeing and poffeffing each other in the bow- 
els of Jefus Chrift, which I find fo frequently in 
the Epiftles of St, Paul. If this fenfibility be a 
failing, I do not wilh to be exempt from it. 
What think you ? 

When I was reading Telemachus with xny 
pupils, I was ftruck with this expreffion, " Hte 
blufhed to have been born with fo little feeling 
for mehf and to appear to them fo inhuman." 
I cafily applied the, firft part, and the fon of 
Ulyfles gave me an example of Chriftian repen- 
tance, which I wi{h to follow, till my heart is 
truly circumcifed. Send me fome remedy, or 
give me fome advice againft this hardnefs of 
heart under which I groan. A propos— con- 
cerning hardnefs of heart; what you fay about 
reducing a mother to defpair, has made me re- 
collefl what I have often thought, that the par- 
ticular fault of the Swifs is to be wiihoiU natural 
affe^llon. With refpeft to that preference which 
my mother (hews me above hef other children, 
I fee clearly, that I am indebted for almoft all 
the affeftion ihe expreffes for me in her letters^ 
to ray abfemJe from her, which hinders her 
from feeing m^y faults. Neverthelefs, I reproach 
myfeif feverely, that I cannot intereft myfelf in 
her welfare, as much as I did in that of my de- 
ceafed father ; and I am aftoniflied at the differ- 
ence. I believe the time is not yet come, when 
my prefence may be of fervice to her, and I 

flatter 
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Batter myfelf flic will not be ftiocked at my 
Tcfufal, which I have foftened as much as I 
could. 

I fear you did not rightly undcrftand what I 
wrote about the propofal you made me at Lon- 
don. So far from making conditions, I feel 
myfelf unworthy of receiving them. Be it what 
it may, I thank God, that I trouble myfelf wilh 
no temporal things; my only fear is that of 
hav'ing too much, rather than too little of the 
things neceflary for life. I am weary of abun- 
dance: I could wilh to be poor with my Savi- 
our; and tliofe, whom he hath chofen to be rich 
in fiiith, appear to me objefts of envy in the 
TOdftof their wants. Happy fhould 1 be, if a 
fecret pride of heart did not difguil'e itfelf under 
theie qjpearances of humility ! Happy fhould 1 
^ if that dangerous ferpeut did not conceal 
himfelf under thcfe fweet flowers, and feed on 
^eir juices j I am &c. I. F. 

i 

I Oftober ift, 1759. 

i ^'trs, Ryon and Mifs Furley. 

My dear Sifters, 

" T Have put off writing to 
-■■ you, left the aftion of 
'Siting fhould divert my foul from the awful 
*^ delightful worlhip- it is enga^5:ed in. But 
IQow conclude, I flaall be no lofer, if I invite 
j I^ii to love Him my foul loveth, to dread Him 
% foul dreadetli, to adore Him my foul ador- 
^th. Sink with flie^ or rather, let me fink with 
y^^ Before the throne of 'grace; and while 

. c\\e):u\i\m% 
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cheruLims veil their faces, and cry out in tender 
fear and exquifite trembling. Holy! holy! holy! 
Jet us put our mouths in the duft, and echo 
bick the foiemn found, Holy! holy! holy! 
Let us plunge ourfelves into that ocean of pu- 
rity. Let us try to fathom the depths of divme 
mercy; and, convinced of the impoffibility of 
fuch an attempt, let us lofe ourfelves in them* 
Let us be comprehended by God, if we cannot 
comprehend him. Let us be fupretnely^ haPpv in 
God. Let the intenfenefs of our happinefs bor- 
der on mifery, becaufe we can make him no 
return. Let our head become water, and our 
eyes fountains of tears, — tears of humble repent- 
ance, of folemn joy, of filent admiration, of ex- 
alted adoration, of raptured defires, of inflamed 
traniports, of ipeechlefs awe. My God, and my 
all! — Your God, and your all! — Our God, ana 
our all ! Praife him; and with our fouls blend- 
ed in one by divine love, let us with one mouik 
glorify the Father of our Lord Jefus Chrlfi — our Fa^ 
ther^ who is over alU through all, and in usdl. 

I charge you before the Lord Jefus Chrift, 
who giveth life, and more abundant life ; I en- 
treat you, by all the aftings of faith, the exer- 
tions of hope, the flames of love, you ever felt, 
link to greater depths of felf-abafing repentance, 
and rife to greater heights of Chrift-exalting joy* 
And let him, who is able to dp exceeding abun- 
dantly^ more than you can afk or think, carry 
on and fulfil in you the work of faith with 
power; with that power, whereby he fubdueth 
all things to himfelt Be JleadfaJ} in hope, im- 
moveable in patience and love, always abound- 
ing in the ootwaid^ and inward labour of love» 

and' 
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md receive the end of your faith f the falvation of your 
fxis. I am &c* I* F, 

London, Nov. 15th, 1759. 

Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley. 

My dear Sir, 

Y^UR letter was not put 
!J * into my hand till eight 

days after my arrival in London. I carried the 
ttvclofed agreeably to its adarefs, and palled 
three hours with a modern prodigy, — an humble 
<x^i ^ Countefs. 1 went with trembling, and 
^ wxdjencc to your orders; but I foou per- 
ceived I Uttle 01 what the difciples felt, wbea 
Cbi'i &id to them, // is /, be not apaid. She 
propofed to me fomething of what you hinted 
to IDC in your garden ;' namely, to celebrate the 
communion fometimes at her houfe of a morn- 
ing, and to preach when occafion offered ; in 
fuch a manner, however, as not to reftrain my 
libertv, nor to prevent my affifting you, or 
preacning to the French Refugees; and that, on- 
ly till Providence ftiould clearly point out the 
path in which I fliould go. Charity, politeners, 
and reafon, accompanied her offer; and I con- 
fefs, in fpite of the refolution, which I had al- 
mo^ abfolutely formed, to fly the houfes of the 
great, without even the exception of the Count- 
cfs's, I found myfelf fo greatly changed, that I 
ihould have accepted, on the fpot, a propofal, 
'which I ihould have declined from any other 
jziouth; but my engagement with you withheld 
me; and thanking the Countei's, I told her, 

when 
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when I had reflefted on her obliging offer, I 
would do myfelf the honour of waiting upon 
her again. 

Neverthelefs, two difficulties ftand in my way. 
Will it be confiilent with that poverty of fpint, 
which I feek ? Can I accept an office, for which 
I have fuch fmall talents; and, ihall I not difho* 
nour the caufe of God, by ftammering out the 
myfteries of the gofpel, in a place, where the 
moft approved miniftcrs of the Lord have preacli- 
ed with fo much power, and fo much fuccefs? I 
fufpeft that my own vanity gives more weight to 
this fecond objeftion, than it deferves to have : 
What think you? 

I give myfelf up to your judicious counfels; 
you take unneCelfary pains to agurfi triCr that 
they are difinterefted; for I cannot doubt it. 
I feel myfelf unworthy of them ; much more ftiil 
of the appellation of jriendf with which you ho- 
nour me. You are an indulgimt father to me, and 
the name of fon fuits me better than that of 
brother. 

You afk, " Whether I can, with confidence, 
give you up to the mercy of God?" Yes, I can; 
and I feel that for you, which I do not for my- 
felf; 1 am fo afTured of your falvation, that I afk 
no other place in heaven, than that I may have 
at your feet. I doubt even if paradife . would be 
a paradife to me, unlefs it were lliared with you; 
and the fingle idea which your queftion excited » 
that we might one day be feparatcd, pierced my 
heart, and bathed my eyes with tears. They 
were fweet tears, which feemed to water and 
confirm my hope, or rather the certainty I have, 
that He, who hatli begun a good work in us^ 

will 
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vill alfo finifli it; and unite me to you in Chrifl, 
by the bonds of an cvcrlafting love; and not 
only to you, but to your children and your wile, 
whom 1 lalute in Chrift. Adieu. I am 8tc. 

I- F^ 



Dunftable, March ift, 1760. 

The Rev, Mr, Charles Wefley. 

My dear Sir, 

T Have had a pica fan t 
^ journey as to my bo- 
dy, tvit an unhappy one for my foul. Every 
thms required thut 1 fhould cry without ccaiiiig, 
Lordbeineri'i/y to me a fnner; but, alas! I luive 
not done fo. The fine weather invites me to 
execute i de{\gn I had half formed, of making a 
/brccrf march to ff^nd next Sunday at Ever ton, 
Mr. Bevridge's pari Ih. There may the voice of 
the Lord be heard by a poor child of Adam, 
» who, like him, is ftili behind the trees ol his " 
ftupUity and impenitence ! 

Ifldonot lolie myfelf acrofs the fields before 
I get there, and if the Lord is pleafcd to gnuit 
me the fpirit of i'upplication, I will pray for you 

' and your dear fifter at P , until I Cdn 

again pray with you. Don't forget me, I be- 
feech you, if the Lord brings me to your re- 
membrance. Caft your bread on the waters on 
my behalf, and, perhaps, you will find it again 
after many days. I woulci fain be with you on 
Ihofe folemn occafions, when a thoufancf voices 
atre raifed to Heaven to obtain thofe graces, 
which I have not; but God's will be done! 

Don't 



Don't forget to prefent my refpefts to the 
Couiitefs. If I continue any time at Everton, 
I ft^all take the liberty of giving her fome ac- 
count of the work of God in thofe parts; if 
not, Iwill give it her in perfon. Adieu. 
The Lord ftrengthen you in foul and body* 
I am &c. I. F. 



The Hon. Mrs, 



My dear Friend, 

npO a believer Jefus is alone 
-■- the defirable, the cverlaft- 
ing diftinftion and honour of men. All other 
advantages, though now fo proudly extolled, fo 
vehemently coveted, are, like the down on the 
tliiflle, blown away in a moment, and never fe- 
cure to the pofl'euor. Riches are _ incapable ^of 
latisfying, friends are changeable and precarious, 
the dear relations, who are the delight of our 
"heart, are taken away at a (Iroke; — ^pain and fick- 
nels follow eafe and health in quick fucccflion; 
but, amidft all the poffible changes of life, Chrift 
is a rock. To fee him by faith, to lay hold, to 
rely upon him, to live upon him, this is the 
refuge from the fiorm, the Jhadow from the 
heat. — May it be given to you abundantly! 
And in order to obtain it, nothing more or Jefi 
is required of you, than a full and frequent con- 
fcflion of your own abominable nature and h^t» 
than kneeling as a true beggar at the door of 
mercy, declaring you came there cxpcfting no- 
tice and relief, only becaufe God our Saviour 
came to redeem incarnate Devils, and, for the 
glory of his grace, to convert them into faints 

and 
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^ud fervants of the living God, into cliiltlien of 
Ood and heirs of glory. 

1 think you take a fure method to perplex 

yourfeif, if you want to fee your own faith, or 

look for one moment at yourfeif for proof of 

your failh ; others muft fee it in your xc'urks, but 

you muft feel it in your heart. The glory of 

jefus Ls now, by faith, realized to the mind, in 

fome fuch manner as an infinitely grand and 

beautiful objeft, which appears in the firmament 

of heaven: it arrefts and fixes the attention of 

the fpeftators on itfclf ; it captivates them, and, 

by the pleafure it imparts, they are led on to 

view it: fo when Jelus is our peace, ftrcngth, 

rigt^tcoufnefs, food, falvation, and our df//, we 

^te penetrated with a confcioufnefs of it.— We 

Ihould never reft fliort of this feeling, nor ever 

jWni ire have it ftrong enough. This is to 

^^ff fie faith ; and our chief confiift and moft 

cofl/biit labour muft be againft our own heart, 

^ne things of the world, and the fuggeftions of 

our great enemv, who are all intent lo divert us 

from this One Objedl, which Mary placed herfelf 

before; or to make us doubt whether in the 

life and death of Immanuel there was fuch un- 

/earchable riches and efficacy, fuch a complete 

falvation for all his people, or whether we are 

in that number. For my own part, I am often 

tempted to fufpeft, whether I am not fpeaking 

great fwelling words of Chrift, and yet am no 

more than founding brafs or a tinkling cymbal ; 

and I find the only fuccefsful way of annvcring 

this doubt is immediately to addrefs to Jefus a 

prayer to this effeft — •* Whofoever comcth to 

•* thee, thou wilt in no wife caft out; Lord, 

I •* have 






[ I02 1 

*' have not I come to thee? Am not I, as a 
" brand plucked out of the fire, depending 
*• upon thee for life? See if there be any way 
•* of wickednefs in me, and lead me in the way 
•* cverlaftmg.** 

My eye looks to the blefled Jefus, my heart 
longs to be more ia his fervice, my love — O that 
it were greater toi^-ard him! I mourn deeply 
for my corruptions, which are many and great. 
When I look at Him, and contemplate his great 
falvation, I admire, I adore, and, in fome mea- 
fure, I love; but when I look at myfelf, my 
heart rifes at the fight: — ^Black and deviJi/h, 
felfilh and proud, carnal and covetouSf and mod 
abominably unclean, I want all things which 
are good. But I have a bleffed, blefled Lord, 
Chrift Jefus, in whom all fulnefs dwells for me, 
and for the dear friend to whom I am writing; 
a fulnefs of pardon, wifdom, holinefs, ftrengm, 

f)eace, righteoufncfs and falvation — ^a fulnefs of 
ove, mercy, goodnefs, truth. All this, and a 
thoufand times more than all this, without any 
worthinefs or merit, only for receiving. O blei* 
fed free grace of God! O blefled be his name 
for Jefus Chrift! What a gift! and for whom? 
For you, my dear friend, if you are mtkout 
firength^ if you are in your nature an cnemy^ all 
this is for you. What fays the everlafting 
God ? Believe, that he gave his Son for Jinners; 
and, as a fmnevy believe in Jefus. He came to 
fave the lofi; then, as a loft foul, believe in him. 
He came to cleanfe the flthy; then, as aflthyfoutf 
believe in him. And why fliould we not thus 
believe ? Can God lie ? Impolfible ! Can we 



have 
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have a better foundation to build on, than the 
^mife and oath of God? 

My dear friend, I know you will not be angry 
at my preachment; 1 aim it all at my own 
heart; 1 ftand more in need of it than you, and 
I always feel my heart rcfreflied when I am 
talking or thinking of Jefus. It is a fcafi 
to iny finful foul, when I am meditating on tlie 

flones which compofe his ble{fed name. But 
) how dark and ignorant, how little, how ex- 
ceeding little, do I know of him ! O, thou light 
of the world, enlighten my foul! Teach me to 
liiow more of thy infinite and unfearchublc 
riches, thou great God-man, that I may love 
ttcc wiA an iacreafing love, and ferve thee witli 
^ inacafing zeal, till thou bringeft mc to 

• 1« £ • 



Tern, Sep, 26tli, I'jCo. 

^ The Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley. 

YOU anfwer me hot. My 
* dear Sir: have you not. 
Waived m)r laft, with a letter enclofed from vfty 
j^y Huntingdon? But it is with an ill grace '' 
I complain, when I ought rather to thank you 
for the confolatory letter, which you wrote me 
in anfwer to my firfl: from Tern. It might 
^2ve comforted me, if I would, or could be 
comforted without Jefus; but i only alk ftrength 
to groan on, till I can fay, Totus mihi perj-lan t 
Chriftus.* Without the experience of this moi- 
; to, yours will never raife me above a Devil, 

■:., I 2 who 

i*> *Chiift is aUoj;ethcr lovclr. 
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who can fay as well as me, Totus difpliceo 
xnihi.* 

I fend you here the copy of a part of a letter, 
which I have juft written to Lady Huntingdon. 
" The light I expeSed from our friend at BriC« 
" tol is come, though from a different quarter. 
** A fortnight ago, the Minifter of this pariih, 
*' with whom I have had no coiine<?Uun for 
" thefe two years, lent me word, (I know not 
" why) that his pulpit Ihould be at my fervicc 
*.* at any time, and feems now very friendly. 
<* Some days after, I ventured, without delign, a 
<* vifit of civility to the Vicar of a neighbourmg 
•' parilh, who ftU out with me, three years agoy 
«* for preaching faith in his church : he received 
«* me with the greateft kindners, and feid often^ 
«* he would have me take care of fouls foin^ 
•< where br other, Laft Sunday, the Vicar of 
<• Mddeley, to whom I was formerly curate, com- 
«« ing to pay a vifit here, expreffed great regard 
<< for me, feemed to be quite reconciled, and 
«< alfixred me, that he would do all that was in 
«« his power to ferve me ; of which he yefterday 
«« gave me a proof, by fending me a teftimonial 
<« unaiked. He was no fooner gone, than news 
<« was brought that the old Clergyman, I men^ 
** tioned to your Ladylhip, died liiddenly the 
<* day before ; and that fame day before 1 heard 
•i it, Mr. Hill, meeting at the races his nephew 
" who is patron of Madeley, told him, that, if 
«.he would prefent me to Madeley, he would 
*i give the Vicar of that pariili the living vacated 
** by the old Clergyman's death. This was im- 
** mediately agreed to, as Mr. Hill himfelf in- 

" formed 

'''I am alogether hateful to xnyfclf* 
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** formed me in the evening, wlftiing me joy« 

,,. *'This new promife, the manner in which 

/•f** Mr. Hill forced me from London to be here 

F-^ at this time, and the kindi^fs of the three 

" Minifteis I mentioned, in-hofe hearts fct.n:(.d 

" to be turned at this junfturc, to f gn njy 

** teftimonials for inftitution, are fo many ortitis 

** tobc ftill, and wait till the door is quite ij\cn 

" or ihut. I beg, therefore, your Ladylu'i) 

** would prefent my refpefts and thanks to 

"** Lady Margaret and Mr. Incham, and acquaint 

" them with the necefflty, which thele ciraun- 

" ftances lay me under to loUow the leadings of 

" Providence/' ^ 

T^vs anfwer is agreeable to the advice jou 
^wc lb repeatedly given me, not to reiift Provi- 
dence, but to follow its leadings. I am, how- 
^^'^r> inwardly in fufpenfe; my heart revolts at 
^e ifea of oeing here alone, oppofed by my 
Aperiors, hated by my neighbours, and delpiied 
•^y all the world. Without piety, without t:i- 
Icnts, without refolution, how Ihall I repel the 
^Taults, and furmount the obflacles which I 
*>refee, if I difcharge my duty at Wadeley with 
-'fidelity? On the other hand, to reject this 
l^fentation, to burn this certificate, and to 
leave in the defert the iheep, whom tlie Lord 
^ evidently brought me into the world to 
feed, appears to me nothing but obftinacy and 
refined felf love. I will hold a middle cour'e 
• between thefe extremes: I will be wholly paU''i>e 
» the fteps I muft take, and a^lve in pra) mg 
Ac Lord to deliver me from the evil one, and 
<o condufil me in .the way he would have me 
. to go. 

I 3 If 
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tf you Tec any thiug better, infonn me olT it 
ipeediiy ; and» at the fame time» remember me 
in all your prayers, that if this matter be not 
of the Lord, the enmity of the Bilhop of Litch- 
field, who muft counierfign my teftimonials, the 
threats of the Chaplain of tlie Bilhop of Here- 
ford , who was a witnefs to my preaching at 
Weft Street, the olyeftions drawn from my 
not being naturalized, or fome other obftacle^ 
Ihay prevent the kind intentions of Mr« Hill* 
Adieu* I am &c« h F« 



Madeky, March lodi, 176U 

itfev. Mr. Chatles Wefley^ 

My dear Sir, 

T Thank you for your eh> 
"*' gy on Dr. M ■ n % 
it is pathetick and truly chriftian. As I read it» 
I could not refrain my tears ;-— tears, fo much 
the more fweet, as they originated in a fecret 
-hope, that I fhould one day ftrip off the poK 
luted rags of my own righteoufneis, and put oa 
the Lord Jcfus Chrift, like the Chriftiaai hero 
'of your poeni^ 

I feel more and more, that I neither M^ iH 
Chrift, nor Chrift in me; nevertbelefs, I done* 
^b-feel it, as to feek him without remiffion. Q 
z^retched man that I amy who Jkcil deliver me fram, 
this heart of unbelief? BlefTed be God, who hais 
fromifed me this deliverance, through our Lord 
JeiUs Chrift ! 

My new convert has with great difficulty, 
«fcaped the wiles of the Devil; who, by fifty 

vifions. 
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\ilibns, h^d fct her on the pinnacle of the tem- 
ple. Thanks be to God, ftic has come doxin, 
without being caft headlong* I have had more 
troubie with ner vifions, than with her unbelief. 
Two other pcrfons profefs, that they have re- 
ceived the confolations of divine love : 1 wait 
for thtix fruits^ 

A few days aco, I was violently tempted to 
quit Madeley : the fpirit of Jonah had (o ieized 
upon my heart, that I had the infolence to mur- 
mur againft the Lord ; but the ftorm is now 
happily calmed, at lead for a feafon* Alas! 
what ftubbornnefs is there in the will of man ; 
and with what ftrength docs it combat the will 
of God under the mafk of fiety^ when it can no 
longer do fo with the uncovered, ftiamelefs face 
of vice! If a man bridleth not his tongue^ dill his 
outwaid religion is vain* May we not add to this 
obfervation of St. James, that if a man bridleth 
not his will, which is the language of his defires, 
his inward religion is vain alfo ? The Lord does 
not, however, leave me altogether ; and I have 
often a fecret hope, that he will one day touch 
toy heart and my lips with a live coal from the 
altar ; and that then his word fhall confume the 
fiuhble, and break to pieces th« ilo^e« 

The queftion, which you mean to repeat at 
the end of the Winter, is I hope. Whether yon 
fliall be welcome at Madeley? My anfwer is, 
you (hall be welcome even before Winter; for 
t have already loft almoft all my reputation, and 
the little that remains does not defervc a ccnupe- 
(ition with the pleafure I fhall have in feeing 
yoUi TareweU* Your, L F« 

Made* 
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Madelcy, April 27th, ijCim 

The Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley. 

My dear Sir, 

T Have juft received yotxt 
-*• letter, which at once 
fills me with pleafurc, and cotcts me with (hame* 
You kindly caft a veil over my faults, inftead of 
expoiing them as they deferve. This generoqs 
condu6t will, if I am not incorrigible, help to 
cure me of, what you ftyle, my hnprudent JmMicp' 
/>', but what I call by its proper title, of jtufid 
ingratitude: But what do I fay? — ^nothing can 
cure me, but a lively faith in that JefiiSi who is 
made to us, of the Father, wifdom ; O that he 
were my wiOlom! 

When I firft came to Madeley, I was greatly 
mortified and difcouraged by the finallncfs of 
tny congregations; and I thought that if fomc 
of our friends at London had feen my little 
company, they would have triumphed in their 
own v/ifdom; but now, thank God, things are 
altered in thst refpeft, and iaft Sunday, I had 
the pleafure of feeing fome in the church yard^ 
-who could not get into the church. I began a 
few Sundays ago to preach in the afternoon after 
catechizing the children; but I do not preach 
my own lermons. Twice I read a fermon of 
Archbiihop Ulher's, and Iaft Sunday one of the 
homilies, taking the liberty to make fomc obfcr* 
vations on furfi paflages as confirmed what I 
advanced in the morning; and by this means I 
-flopped the mouth of many adverfaries* 

I have frequently had a defire to exhort in 
Madeley Wood and Coaibrook Dale, two vil* 
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\ages of my parifli ; but I have not dared to rim 
Wore I Ikw an open door. It now, I think, bc- 

Sjius to open ; two fmall focieties of about 20 per- 
bns have formed of themfelves m thofe places, 
although the Devil feems determined to overturn 
all. A young perfon, the daughter of one of my 
rich pariftiioners, has been thrown into defpair ; 
fo that every body thought her infane, and in- 
deed, I thought fo too. Judge how our adverfa- 
ries rejoiced ; and for my part, I was tempted to 
forfake my miniftry, and take to my heels: I ne- 
ver fuffered fuch affliftion. Laft Saturday I hum- 
bled myfclf before the Lord, on her account, by 
... ' ■ - rd 



J and prayer; and, I hope, that the Lord 
has heard my prayer. She found herfelf well 
tiKHightocomc to church ycfterday. You will 
<lo well to engage your colliers at Kingfwood to 
pra/fcr their poor brethren at Madetey. May 
wore of Madcley, one day, equal them in faiths 
is they mm do in that mckednefs^ for* which they 
^wre nmous before you went ainong them. 

Mr. Hill has written me a very obliging let- 
ter, to engage me to accompany the eldeft of my 
pupils to Switzerland; and if I had any other 
^try than the place where I am, I Ihould, 
ftthaps, have been tempted to go. At prefent, 
no'wever, 1 have no temptation that wav, and I 
nave declined the offer, as politely as I could* 
lamkc. I. F. 



Madeley, 



Madeley, Aug. 19th, 176U 

The Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley. 

My dear Sir, 

T Have at length received 
-*• your letter, for which 
I thank you with all my heart, I fear you give 
yourfelf up to melancholy, on account of your 
ill (late of health ; or, at leaft, that you do not 
rejoice with a joy full of glory^ at the remem- 
brance of that glory which Chrift has purchafed 
for you.. I yet hope that wc fhall both fee the 
goodnefs of the Lord in the land of the living, 
and that his providence will bring our bodies 
nearer to each other, at the fame time that his 
grace unites our fpirits in Chrift Jefus. 

I dont know whether I mentioned to^ you a 
fermon preached at the Archdeacon^s vifitation. 
It was almoft all levelled at the points which 
are called the doftrincs of Methodifm, and as 
the preacher is Minifter of a pariih near mine, it 
is probable he had me in has eye. After the 
fermon, another Clergyman addrefled me with 
an air of triumph, and demanded what anfwer I 
could make. As feveral of my parifhioners were 
prefcnt, befides the churchwardens, I thought 
it my duty to take the matter up; and I have 
done fo, by writing a long letter to the preach- 
er, in which I have touched the principal miC» 
takes of his difcourfe, with as much politeneft 
and freedom as I was able ; but I have as yet had 
no anfwer. I could have wiihed for your ad- 
vice before I fealed my letter; but as I could 
not have it, I have been very cautious, intrench- 
ing myfelf behind the ramparts of fcripture, as 

well 
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^^^1 as thofc of our homilies and articles. 

I know not what to fay to you of the ftate of 

^y foul : I daily ftrugglc in the flough of 

Wjwnd, and 1 endeavour every day to climb 

tlie hill difficulty. I need wifdom, mildnefs 

lod courage; and no man has lefs of thcin 

tian !• O Jefus, my Saviour, draw me ftrongly 

to Him, who giveth wifdom to all who afk it, 

and upbraideth them not! As to the ftate of 

my parilh, the profpeft is yet difcouraging. 

New fandals fucceed thofc that wear away ; but 

ofence; mufi come: happy (hall I be, if the ofl'ence 

coinclh not by me! My churchwardens fpeak 

of hindering ftrangers from coming to the 

ch\itch,and of repelling them from the Lord's 

tA\e; but, on thefe points, I am deternuned to 

n^kc head againft them. A club of 80 work- 

nien in si neighbouring pariih, being offended 

^^ thcii minifter, determined to come in pro- 

ceffioQ to my church, and requefted me to preach 

^fennon for them; but I thought prf)per to de* 

^lincit, and have thereby a little regained the 

ff^ graces of the minifter, at leaft, tor a time. 

^^rewell. I. F. 



Madeley, Oct. 12th, 1761. 

'^'^c Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley. 

My dear Sir, 

"yOU have alwnys the 

^ goodnefs to encourage 

5?j»and your encouragements are not unfeafon- 

.^'c; for difcouragements follow one after ano- 

^^ with very little intermiffion. Thole which 

are 
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^t€ of zn inward nature are fuffiqiently known 
to you; but fome others are peculiar to myfelf, 
^fpecially, thofe 1 have had for eight days paft; 
during Madeley wake. Seeing that I could not 
fupprefs thefe Bacchanals, I did all in my power 
to moderate their madnefs; but my endeavour^ 
have had little or no effe£l: the impotent dyke 
I oppofed only made the torrent fwell and 
foam, without (topping its courfe. You cannot 
well imagine how much the animoCty of my 
parifliioners is heightened, and with what bold- 
nefs it dilcovers itfelf againft me, becaufe I 
preached againft drunkennefs, fhews, and bull- 
baiting. The publicans and maltmen will not for- 
give me: they think, that to preach againft 
^runkcnnefs, and to cut their purfe, i^ the famo 
thing. 

My church begins not to be fo well filled as 
it has beeji, and I account for it by the follow- 
ing reafons. The curioiity of fome of my hear- 
ers is fatisfied, and others are offended by the 
word ; the roads are worfe, and if it Ihall evet 
pleafe the Lord to pour his Spirit upon us, the 
lime is not yet come ; for inftead of faying, - Let u$ 
go up together to the houfe of the Lordf they ex- 
claim, Why Jhould we go and hear a Methodijl? 
I ihould lofe all patience with my flock, it I 
had not more reafon to be fatisfied with them, 
than with myfelf. My own barrennefs furnifh- 
es me with excufes for theirs; and I wait the 
time, when God ihall give feed to the fower, 
and increafe to the feed fown. In waiting that 
time, I learn the meaning of this prayer, TAy. 
will be done I Believe me your fincere, the' uitr. 
worthy friend, I. F. . i 

Madeley^ 



' ■ Madelcy; May-ifitby r76a« 

The Rev. Mr. Charles Weflcy. 

My dear Sir, 

T Have received your 
-*■ letter giving mc the 
melancholy information of your daughter Su- 
key's death. What fliall I fay to you on tlie 
fubjeft? You know too well the dangers of 
that world, from which the Lord has recalled 
her, to repine at the premature felicity into 
which (he has entered. We are yet in the \ale 
o( tears and miferies, but God has wiped away 
all tears from her eyes ; let us then dry our eyes 
as well as we can, and haften to follow her. 
1 \iope that fatigue and grief will not wholly 
caft down Mrs. Wefley. Salute her from me, 
and tell her, I would with all my foul bear a 
part of her burden. Why do I fay a fart? 
The Lord Jefus is ready to take upon him th^ 
z&holem Let us go to him, bowed down under the 
weight of our temporal and fpiritual afHiftions, 
and we fhall find that reft, which he has pur- 
chafed for us at fo great a price. Let us not 
forget to mingle our thankfgivings with our 
figlis. The one Jhall be taken, faith the Lord, and 
the other Jhcil he left. Bleffed be his holy name 
his mercy ftill triumphs over his juftice ! 

Since my laft, our troubles have increafed. 
A young man having put in force the a6t for 
fuppreffirtg fwearing. againft a parilh officer, he 
inured up all the other half gentlemen,, to re- 
move him from the parifh. Here I inteipofcd, 
and to do fo with effeft, I took the young man 
into my fervice. By God's grace, 1 have been 
. K enabled 
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ehatled to condaft myrdf, in this matter, fo 19 
to give them no handle againft me, and, ia 
(pite of all their cabals, I have got the better. 

What has greatly encouraged them, is the 
behaviour of a magiftrate, who was at the firft 
inclined to favour me, but afterwards turned 
againft me with peculiar malevolence, and pro-i 
eeeded fo far as to threaten me, and all my 
flock of the rock church* with imprifonment* 
Hitherto the Lord has ftood by me, and my 
little difficulties are nothing to me; but I fear 
I fupport them rather like a philofopher,. than a 
Cfarmian, We were to have been mobbed 
^ith a drum laft Tuefday at the rock church; 
but their captain, a papift, behaved himlelf fo 
very ill, that they were afhamed of him, and. are 
made peaceable for the prefent. Afk of God to 

five me wifdom, refolution, and love. The 
•ord give you a profperous journey. Adieu« 
lam&c, L f. 



Madeley, July, 1762* 
The Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley. 

YOUR letter, my dear 
Sir, arrived fome days 
too late, to prevent my taking a falfe ftep re- 
fpefting the papift in queftion. Three weeks 
ago, I went to Ludlow to the Bifliop's vifitatioo» 
and I thought the occafion favourable for my 

purpofe; 

*Thc rock church vrere a compiny of well difporcd pcopl^ 
who aflemblcd for hearing the T^rord and prayer, at a fnull hbiiSi 
built upoa a rock, ia Madelcy Wood* 
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furpofi* ; but the churchwaidens, when we were 
>ipon the fpot, refufed to fuppoit xne, and the 
court has paid no regard to my prefentatioii* 
Thus 1 have gained feme experience, tho' at my 
own coft. The fermon did not touch the ftiing 
irith which I was whipped the laft viiitation, and 
j 1 afterwards had the boldnefs to go and dine 
with the Bilhop. 

Many of my prifliioners are ftrangely dif* 

concerted at my bringing my gown back from 

Liidlow. With re^a to the magiftratc I men- 

tioned, who, becaufe he a£ted as judge of the 

ciicuit two years ago, believes himfeli as able a 

«wycr as judge Foltcr; he, for the prefent, con- 

teauliimleif with threatenings. I met him the 

^^day, and after he liad called me Jeliiit kc; 

and menaced me with his cane, allured me a- 

i^» <&at he would foon put doM^n our aifcm- 

itfies. How ridiculous is this impotent rage I 

I liave attempted to form a tociety, and in 
ipitc of much oppofition and many diificulties, 
i nope by God's grace to fucceed. I preach, I 
exhort, 1 pray &c but as yet I feem to have caft 
wie net on the wrong fide of the fljip. Lord 
Jcfus come thyieif, and furnilh me with a divine 
commidion ! For Uxne months pafl, I have la- 
boured under an infuperable drowfinefs: I 
could flcep day and night ; and the hours which 
* ought to employ with Chrift on the mountain, 
1 fpcnd like Peter in the garden. 

I congratulate you on your fafe arrival in 

wwdoii. May the Lord ftrengthcn you in foul 

*^. body^ may he fill you with wifdom and 

pifience! Certainly, you need much of both, 

*> pull up the tares without rooting up the 

K 2 wheat* 



( 



I n6 3 

wTieat. I approve your dcfign of examining the 
ftateof things for yourfelf, before you engage 
in the hufinefs. May the Lord blefs the pra- 
Jluftions of your body and thofe of your mind : 
May your little family and your books appear 
In the world, under the moft diftinguifhed pro- 
teftion of the Moft High! Adieu. Pray for 
me* I am &c> I« F« 



Madeley, Aug. 1762, 

Jhe Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley. 

My dear Sir, 

T Have received your hft, 
; •*• and I rejoice that Dr. 

Turner, by whofe fkili the Lord once brought 
me up from the grave, has undertaken your 
cure. May he have the lame liiccefs with you> 
that he had with me ; but, be that as it will, our 
comfort is to know, that God will do all for the 
beft. 

1 have ftill trials of all forts* Firft, fpiritual 
€mes. My heart is hard : I have not that con* 
trition, that filial fe^r, that fweet, humble melt- 
ing of heart befure the Lord, which I confidcr 
as eilentiai to fpiritual Chriftianity. 

Secondly, the oppofition made to my miniftry 
increales. A young. -Clergyman, who lives in 
Madeley Wood/ where he has great infiuencCt 
has openly declared war againft me, by parting 
on the church door a paper, in which he charges 
me with rebellion, fchiiin, and being a difturber 
of the publick peace. He puts himfelf at tbt 
head of the gentlemen of the pariihi (as th«jr 

tenn 
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^tom themrehTs) and ft^pported by the Recorder 
o{ Wenlock, he is determined to put in force 
the Conventicle A61 againft me. A few weets 
ago, the widow who lives in fhe rock church, 
and a young «nan» wha «ead and praved in my 
abrence, wiere taken up. I attended them be- 
fore the juftice, and the young clergyman with 
his troop were prefent* They called me Jefuk 
Itc, and the juftice tried to frighten me, by 
iaymg, ^* that lie would put the a6l in force, 
w! we (hould affemble only in my own houie." 
1 pleaded my caufe iis well as I could, but fee^ 
ing he was determined to hear no ceaibxi, I told 
iim, '* he muft do as he pleafed, and that tf 
^ Aft in queftion concerned us, we .vuere 
<^y to fuffer all its rigours.*' In his rage, 
•be went the next day to Wenlock, and pro- 
Jiofed to grant a warrant to have me ^ppre- 
Afndcd; but, as 'the other juftices were of qpi- 
liion, that the bufinefs did not come omder 
their cognizance, but belonged to the Spirit! i:ul 
Court, he was obliged to fwallow his fpittle a- 
Jone. Mr. Madan, whom I have confulted, tells 
•ffle, the Aft may be enforced againft the mil- 
irelsof thehoufe, the young man, and all v/ho 
^ere prefcnt. The churchwardens talk of put- 
^g me in the Spiritual Court, for meeting in 
houfes &c. But what is word of .all, three falle 
^itneffes offer to prove .upon oath^ that I am a 
^^i and fome of my follcamrs (as they are caJi- 
^) have didionoured their profeflion. to tthe 
P^ joy of our adverfaries* 

h the midft of thefe difficulties, I have reafoa 
^ blels the Lord that .my heart is .not troubdad: 
;.me not in your urayersa Your, I. !E. 

£ 3 Hadele^ 
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Madeley, Sep. 4th, i762» 



Mr,Vaughan. 

Dear Sir, 



T Am very glad to hear your 
■■• light is ftill in the ways of 



dc- 

thc 
Lord, aiidp I truft, you will never ftop till you 
find them all pleafantncfs to you. Fight the 
good fight of taith; break through all tenipta- 
tionSf dejeftions, wandering, worldly thoughts ; 
through all unprofitable companions, and the 
backwardnefs of an unbelieving heart, and car- 
nal mind : ftruggle, I fay, until you touch Jefus, 
and feel healing, comforting virtue, proceeding 
from him; and when you know clearly the 
way to him, repeat the touch, till you find he 
lives ia you, by the powerful operation of his 
Joving Spirit. Then you will fay, with Su 
Paul, I live the life o! God, yet not I, but 
Chrift who liveth in me, 

I rejoice that you enquire, where Chrift ma* 
Iceth his flock to reft at noom The reft front 
the guilt, aiid power x>f fin, you will find only 
in moard koHnefs: and this I apprehend to confift 
in, what St. Paul calls. The kingdom of God — 
rir;hteoufnefSt which excludes all guilt; feacet 
which baniihes all fear that hath torment; and 
/oy, which can no more fubCft with doubts, 
•nxiety, and uriftableneft of mind, than light 
can- fubfift with darknefs. That there is a Jhte^ 
wherein thh kingdom i3 fet up, frmly fet up iil 
the heart, you m^y fee from our Lora'a fermon 
On the mount, by his prieftly prayer in St* 
John, hy the E^iftle of that Apoftle, and various 
parli of the Epifticsof St, Paol axid St. Jamci. 
;.'■■— .. -- To 
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To aim aright at this liberty of tlic chiWrc n of 

God, requires a continual acting ui faith— ot a 

niued faiih in a naked promifc, (iich as, 7Ar' .S?« 

of God was manifefied to dkstroy the w-ir's .1/ //^ 

a?w7 — The law of the Spirit of life, in Uifijf }c ^.', 

hath made me frse from the laiif of Jin a''J lA.i'v — 

Icon do ALL thin^s^ through Ckriji^whojhtK t^.th 

me. By a naked faith in a nak-cii proinilcr, 1 du 

not mcdxi a bare ajfent^ that God is laiiiii'iil, ind 

that fuch a promile is in the book of God ;•; ij \ c 

falfilled in me; but a bold, hearty^ JtvaJy jc\ijiih - 

of xny foul, body, and fpirit, upon the tiutli ot 

the promife, with an appropriating a6t. It is 

jRJiie, becaufe I am ajinner; and 1 am delenijinf d 

to \>e\ieve, come what will. Here you uivSi 

f ftvullheeye oi^ carnal reaion, and ftop ihc t-ir of 

the mind to the reulbnings of the Serpent; 

which, were you to reafbn v/ith him, wuukl l:c 

endlefSf and would Ibcn draw you out of tiic 

ffmple way of that faith, by which we arc boiu 

jiiftified and fanAified, 

You muft alio remember, that it is your pri- 
viJege to go to Chrift, by luch a faith 7?ow, and 
-every fucceeding moment ; and that you are to 
bring nothing, but a carelefs, diflra^ttd, tolled, 
hardened heart — juft fuch a one, as you have nuizu 
Here lies the grand miftake of many poor mi(c- 
rable, but precioul fouls : they are afraid to be- 
lieve, left it Ihould be prefumption, becaule they 
have not as yet comfort, joy, love, kc; not con- 
€deringt that this is to looic for fruit, before the 
tree is planted. Beware, then, of looking for 
any grace, previous to your believing; and let 
this be uppermoft in your mind. 

The I>ord mate you vfiie as a fcrpent, and 

harmlefs 
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liarmleis as the living dove ; but tewaie of the 
ferpent's food, dujlf and the dove*s bane, bird- 
lime— ^a^r2e//7-car^/. 0« my friend 9 what is the 
world ? — A flying ftadow. As we iiy through 
itt let us lofe ourfeives in the Et^rial Subfi(ttm^ 
farewell in the Lord. Yours, L F. 

Madeley, Sep« sotfa, lyS*. 

The Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley. 

My dear Sir, 

iT is well for me, I have 
-*- not an implicit faith in 
your half promifes of coming to fee me. I am 
lorry that my delay has furnifhcd you with au 
apology ; but comfort myfelf ftill with the idea, 
that you will not wholly deprive mt of the plea* 
fure of embracing you; and that your vifit is 
only poftpoued for a little feafbn. 

" The Crede quod babes et habes*** is not 
veiy different from thofe words of Chrift, What 
things foever ye defk-e, when ye frayp believe that ye 
receive thenif and ye Jhall have tkm.i 'I'he hum- 
ble reafon of the believer, and the irration- 
al prefumption of the enthufiaft, draw this doc* 
trine to the right hand or the left. But to 
fpUt the hair,—- here lies the difficulty. I have 
told you that J am no forty man: I am neither 
for nor againft the wUneft for ChrUiian Per- 
fedion, mthoat -examnation. I complain of thofe 
who deceive themfelves; I honour thofe wh<>» 
do honour to their profeflion; and I wiih we 
XoM £nd out -the xight way of reconpilinf 

v^Matk xi« ^^ 
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the moft profound humility with the moft liveljf 
hopes of grace. J think you infift.on tl^e one^ 

aiwl M on .the otlier; axid I ibelieye yoij 

both fmcere in your views. '^ God blefs you 
both, and, if either of you goes too far, may the 
XiOrd bring him back. ' ' 

^ Truly, you are a pleafant.cafuift/., ^ W^^tJ 
•* It hath pleafed thee to regenerate ihis infaaj 
^* with thy Holy Spirit, to receive him for thme 
<* own child by adoption, and to incorporate 
** hira into thy holy church"-^Does all thi& 
fignify nothing more, thar^ b^ng iaker^ into th^ 
Vt/ible churck? . 

How came ygiu to think of niy. gdms to I<^v^ 
Maddey? I have, indeed^ had my icrypjes a^ 
bout the above paffage and fope in the burial 
iervice; but you may diimifs your fears, and te 
affm*ed I will neither marry, nor leave mj;; 
church, without advifing with you. Adieu# 
Your affeftionate brother, I. F# 

MadeIey,'J^V* ift, t^2# 

To Mils Hatton. ..■.';.'■; \ 

.Mad2un> 

T Thatik you for the ronfidencc 

'^ * yoti repofe in tlit ^^iti of a 

{)^or felloe fmncr: M:iy the J'atherof ligbti 

direft you through fo vile an inftfumerrt! If 

^ou build all your hopes of heavcii upon Jefui 
Ihrift in all hu offices, you do not build without a 
foundation, but upon the true one* 

That there is a fed of pardon,' and an eamefl 

irf our inheritance above, which you are as yet a 

- • . » .-•-.? ... c • *ftr<inger 
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fixai^gfr tOf feems clear from the tenour cf your 
letter ; but had I been in the place oF the Gen« 
tieman you mention^ I would nave endeavouied 
to lay it before you, as the ftuit of fcith^ and » 
tnoft glorious privilege, rather than <tt the root of 
fidth^ and a thing abjolutely necejfbry to die being 
4>f it. 

I believe^ many mople know, when they re- 
ceive hithp and aU people, when they receive 
the feal of their pardon : when they believe in 
Chrifi^ they are jxiftified in the iight of God ; and 
when they arejealed by the Sjmt, they are fully 
affured of that juftincation in their own con- 
icieace. Some receive faith, and the feal of 
(heir pardon in the fame inflant, as the jailer^ 
tec; but mod receive faith firft, as the dying 
thief, the woman of Canaan, David, the people 
6f Samaria/^ and the faithful at Ephefus.f 
Suppofe then God gave you faith, i. e. a hear- 
ty ttiift m the blood ot Chrift, and a fincere 
clofing with him, as your righteaufnefi and your 
tf//, while you received the facrament, (which 
feems to me very probable, by the account 
you give me) your way is exceeding plain 
before you. Hold faft your confidence, but do 
not trull, nor rejl in it; truft hi Chrift, and re- 
member he iays, i am the way; not for you to 
ftop, but to run on in him* Rejoice to bear» 
that there is a fiill aflurance of faith to he cb* 
tained by the feal of God's Spirit, and go on 
from faitn to faith« xmtil you are pofieflcd of it« 
But remember this, and let this double advkre 

frevent your ftraying to the right or left — 
irftj Uiat you will have reafon to fufpeA the 

fmcerit^ 
^AteviiU^it.— 16. iEpli. <U 13* 
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Jhcerifj of your zeal, if you He down eafy with- 
out M^yj'o/ of your pardon, and the full ajfurance 
of your faith. Secondly, while you wait for 
that feal in all the means of grace, beware of 
being unthankful for the leaft degree of faith 
and confidence in Jefus ; beware of burying one 
talent, becaufe you have not five; beware of 
defpifing the grain of muRard feed, becaufe it is 
not yet a tree. 

May the Lord teach you the middle path, be- 
tween refting fhort of the happinefs of making 
your calling and election Jure, and liippofing you are 
neither called nor chofen, and that God hath 
not yet truly begun the good work. You can 
never be too bold in believing, provided you 
afpire.ftill after new degrees of iaith, and do not 
ule yourfaith as a cloa^ for Jin. The Lord de- 
ipifes not the day oF fmall things ; only beware 
of refting in fmall things, and look for the feal 
and abiding witnefs of God's Spirit, according 
to the following direflion, 

** Reftlefs, refigned, for tliis I wait, 
For this my velicment foul ftands ftill." 

As to deep fights of the evil of fin, the more 
you go on, the more you will fee Chrift exceed* 
mg lovely, and fin exceeding finful ; therefore 
look up to Jefus, as a vile and helplefc iSnner, 
pleading his promifes: this is gomg on, and 
truft him for the reft. 

, With refpeft to myfelf, in manv confliAs and 
troubles of foul, I have confultea many mafters 
of the fpiritual life; but divine mercy did not, 
does notf fuffer me to reil upon the word of a 

fellow 
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fellow creature. The beft advices - have ofteaK 
incieafed my perplexities; and the end was, t(D 
make me ceaie from human dependance, ancL^ 
wait upon God from the duft of felf delpair^ 
To him, therefore, I defire to point you ancf 
niyfelf, in the perfon of Jefus Chrift. This in- 
carnate God receives weary, perplexed iinncrs 
ftill, and gives them folid reft. He teaches, as 
no man ever taught; his words have Spirit and 
Jife; nor can he poffibly miftake our cafe. 
I am, Madam, your fellow fervant in the pati- 
ence and kingdom of Jefus, I. F. 



IVIadeley, Nov, 22d, 1762. 

The Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley. 

My dear Sir, 

'y HE debates about the 
-*• illegality 'of exhort- 
ing in houfes (although only in my own parifli)^ 
grew foine time ago to fuch a height, that I was 
obliged to lay my reafons before the Biftiop; 
but his Lordihip very prudently fends me no 
anfwer, I think he knows not how to difap- 
prove, and yet dares not approve this xne- 
thbdifticril way of procedure. 

Brother Ley arrived fafe here yefterday, and 
confirms the melancholy news of many of our 
brethren overfhooting fober and fteady Chrifti- 
anity in London. 1 feel a great deal for you 
and the Church in thefe critical fcircumftances. 
O that I could ftand in the gap^! O that I 
could, by facrificing myfelf, fhut this'immenfe 
abyls of cnthufiafm^ whiclr opens its mouth a- 
nion;^ us! TKc 
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The corruption of the Left things is 2hvays 
4e word of corruptions* Going into an ex- 
tame of this nature, or only winking at it, v.ill 
jgiw an eternal fanftion to the vile afpcrficr.s 
cA, on all fides, on the pureft doftrincs cf 
.Cliriftianity: and we fliall fadly overtlir-j'.v — 
overthrow, in the xxforjl manner , what we liavu tn- 
dcavoured to build for many years. 

The nearer the parts that mortify are to the 

Iieart, the more fpeedily is an amputation to be 

refolved upon. You will fay, perhaps, ** But 

what if the heart itfelf is attacked V" Thcri, let 

the heart be plucked out as well as the right eye. 

Was not Abraham*s heart bound up in llie life 

of l&ac? Yet he believed, that if he of! tied 

"hivn \3p, God was able to reftore him, even Ire m 

the dead: and was not God better to him than 

his hcpes? 

^ Aave a particular regard for M and 

B -; both of them are my correlpondents : 

I am ftrongly prejudiced in favour of the v. it- 
neffes, and do not willingly receive what is f:iid 
againft them ,• but allowing that what is reported 
is one half mere exaggeration, the tenth part of 
the reft fhews that Ipiritual pride, prefumplion, 
arrogance, ftubbornnefs, party fpirit, uncliaiiia- 
blenels, prophetick miftakes — in Ihort, that every 
Jinew of enthufiafm is now at work in man)- o{ 
tliat body. I do not credit any one's bure 
word, but I ground my fentiments on B — 's own 

May I pre fume unafked to lay before you my 
"^ of obfervation. If I had it in my power to 
<ivcrlook the matter, as you have, would it be 
^•™^g in me calmly to ht down with fome un- 
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prejudiced friends, and lovers of both ; 
and fix with Ihem the marks and fympt 
enthufiafm; then inlift, at firft, in lov 
afterwards, if neceffary, with all the wej 
my authority, upon thofe who hdVe them, c 
for them^ either to ftand to the fuber i 
Chriftianity, or openly to depart from us? 
Fear not, dear Sir; the Lord will taj 
of the ark; and though hundreds of I 
Ihould fall off, moft of them would rctur 
Noah's dove. Have faith in the won 
leave the reft to Providence. The Lord u 
vidcf is a comfortable motto for a belies 
am, with moft hearty prayers that God 
fill you more than ever, with wifdom, 
nefs, meeknefs, and fortitude, Rev.- anc 
Sir &c. I. P. 



Madeley, Jan. 5 th, 

The Rev. Mr. Qiarles Wefley. ^ 
My dear Sir, 

T Congratulate y( 
•■' the ftrength the 
gave you laft year, and I befeech him to : 
file lamp of your days with new oil, durii 
courfe of that upon which we are now ent 
Above all, may he fill the vefTel of your 
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My foul does not experience a new life in 
this renovation of the year: O may the Al- 
mighty enable me to conclude it in a better 
fpirit than I have begun it! What I want is 
the light and mighty tower of the Spirit of n y 
God. Happy Ihouul I be, if, in the midft oi ljI 
my prefling wants, I had the fouler and the xvlll 
mjlantly to caft my burdens at the feet of iLc 
Lord. As to my parifh, we are juft where we 
were: we look for our Pentecoft, but we do not 
pray fufficiently to obtain it. We are lel't in 
tolerable quilet oy all but the Sergeant, who fcnt 
a conftable to make enquiry concernhig tiie life 
of his Majefty's fubjefts, upon information that 
&c cry of murder had been heard in my houfe 
O'^chiiftmas day. This report originated in the 
criesofayoung woman, who is oF our focicty, 
^d whom Satan has bound for fome months. 

-^tftcms to me, as if that old murderer propo- 
fedtoruin the fuccefs of my miniftry at Made- 
ley, as he did at London, in the French cliurch^ 

by means of Mifs A d. She emaciates 

her body by faftings, falls into convuliions^ 

fometimes" in the church and fomctimes in our 

private aflemblies, and is perpetually tempted to 

filicide: Her conftitution is confidcrably wccik- 

ened as well as her underftanding. What to do 

in thi^ cafe, I dont know; for thoPe, who are 

tempted in this manner, pay as little regard 

to rcafon, as the miferable people in Eedlam. 

?rayer and ftilling are our only refourccs : we 

VjQpofe to reprelent her cafe to the Lord on 

Tvfcfday next, and on all the following Tv.ef- 

^^J'*; aid the weaknefs of our prayeis, with all 

^ power of yours. Adieu. That the Lord 

L 2 may 



y 



[t26] 

prejudiced friends, and lovers of both parties, 
and fix with them the marks and fymptoms of 
enthufiafm; then inUft, at firft, in love, and 
afterwards,^ if neceffary, with all the weight of 
my authority, upon thofe who have them', or plead 
far them, either to ftand to the fober rule of 
Chriftianity, or openly to depart from us? 

Fear not, dear Sir; the Lord will take care 
of the ark; and though hundreds of Uzziahs 
{hould fall off, moft of them would return with 
Noah's dove. Have faith in the word, and 
leave the reft to Providence, The Lord will pro^ 
vide, is a comfortable motto for a believer. I 
am, with moft hearty prayers that God would 
fill you more than ever, with wifdom, fteadi- 
nefs, meeknefs, and fortitude, Rev.- and dear 
Sir &c. I. P. 



Madeley,Jan. 5th, 1763. 

The Rev. Mr. Cliarles Wefley. 

My dear Sir, 

I Congratulate you on 
the Srength the Lord 
gave you laft year, and I befeech him to fupply 
the lamp of your days with new oil, during the 
courfe of that upon which we are ^ now entering. 
Above all, may hp fill the veffel of your heart 
with the oil oi gladnefs, and prepare you for all 
events which time may bring forth. May^ he 
enable you to carry the light of his glorious 
gofpel into the hearts of thoufands by your 
writings and fermons, and wifdom and grace 
into mine by your letters and converfaiion. 

My 
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ncfs^I mean fcif denial, and renouncing your 
tmn will. (5.) Be ready to yield, uith joy, to 
wery conviftion of the Spirit of God. (6.) Pe 
fiithfiil to prefcnt grace, and afpire after a ronti- 
anal growth. (7. J Live the frefent moment to 
God, and avoid perplexing yourfelf about your 
. M or future experience: By giving up your- 
/ fclf to Chrift, as yuu are^ and being willing to re- 
ceive him naw^ as he is, leaving aU the reft ta 
him, you will cut up a thpufand temptations b/ 
the roots. I am, &c. I. F. 



Madeley, March- 14th, ly^s* 

Mifcftilton* 

Dear Madam, 

T Am very glad you perfift in ta-' 
-*• king up your crols, and follow* 
ing fte Captain of our lalvatiorvr You muft ex- 
pe6i many a difficulty: fome of your greateft 
trials may come from your deareft friends with* 
out, ind your neareft part withiiu 1 always^ 
found it profitable to expeft the worft, for a- 
temptation forefeen is half overcome.- Let us 
count the cuft daily, and learn to value all out- 
ward things as dung and drofs, that we may win; 
Chrift, 

' My heart is at prefent full of an advice, whioh: 
I have juft given, with fome fuccefs, to the 
I&aelites in the wildernefs, about this plaqe: — 

^■^nd, in feeling after Chrift, by the prayer 
\^ fffck faith as you haver whether it be dark or 

^ wminous,. the time you have hitherto fpent 
*^ defponding. thoughts, in perplexing confi- 

...... JL 3 ** derations 
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'' derations upon the badnefs^ or uncertainty of 
** your (late, and come noof to the Lord Jefus 
** with your prefent wantsT^ daring to believe 
" that he waits to be gracious to you." Chrift 
is the wjc/9 the highway to the Father, and an 
high way is as free for a Gckly beggar as a glorl* 
ous prince. If it is fugzefted, " you are too 
** prefumptuous to intrude without ceremony 
'' upon Him, that is glorious in holinefs, and 
" feirful ih praifes;"*— anfwer, in lookinj^^ up 
to Jefus, 

". Be it I myfelf deceive. 
Yet / ma//, Imujl believe 

Mr. M— d — 's reply to Mr. Weflfey's anfwcr 
feeins to me juft in fome points; artd m others too 
fevere. Mr. WefleJ^ is,- perhaps, too tenacious 
of fome exprelEons, and too prone to credit what 
he wi iae:i concerning fome miftakea witness of 
the (late of fathers in Chrift. Mr. M— --^ per- 
haps, efteems toj little the ineftimable privilege 
of beiiig perfeiled in that love, which calls out 
feir: Bat, in general, I conceive, if I do not 
prefume of myieif in anfweiiag your quedioni 
t^^ it it would be better for babes, or young men 
in Chrift, to cry for a growth in grace, than to 
di^'p'ite whether fathers in Chrift enjoy fuch ox 
fuch privileges. I am, with fmceiity fee, I. F. 



Madeley, 
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Madelcy, April 32d, 1763. 

Mr. Samuel Hattotiii.^ 
Dear Sir, 

T Am glad to find by yowr wel- 
-■' come letter, that Jcliis is (till 
precious tp you. O may be be fo an hundred 
fold more both to me and you! May we live 
only to {hew forth his praife, and gix)w up into 
him in all things! . 

AsfpriYTe, 1 ha\-e reafon to praife God, that 
^5 gi^« me patience to throw in my weak line, 
tiUhc gives the word and enables me to taft the 
net on the right (ide, and enclofe a multitude of 
fcmcn. The hope of this bears me up aLovc 
tSictoilsof a night of ignorance, perplexity, and 
trhlsbfcvery fort. I find, bleflcd be God, that 
5" ft&te'work together for my good, whether 
j* wlSfecels or want of fuccefs, joy or grief, 
"ctnefsor eafe, bad or good report: all encou- 
rages ot hutpbles me. 

.Witi) refpeft to Mifs Hattons, I hope they 
w'ill call no maii'iipon earth majhr^ and that 
ft^ will fteer clear of the rocks of prejudice 
atnd bigotry, againft which fo many profefTors 
fplit daily, even when they think they are at 
thegreateft diftance from them. 

J am quite of your opinion about the mifchicf 
y^^t fome'profelfors (puffed up in their own 
fielhy minds,) do in fhe Church of Chrift under 
W "^^* of fanftity; but my Mafter bids me 
^^r with the tares until the harveft, left in 
rooting them up, I fhould promifcuoufly pull 
"PthcAvheat alfo. As to Mr. Wefley's fyftem 
^^'fierfeftion, it ten.ds rather to promote humi- 
' ' ' lity 
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\ity than pridet if I may credit his defcription ok 
it, in the lines following. 

•• Now let me gain pcrfeftion*s height. 
Now let me into nothing fall. 
Be leff than nothing m my fight. 
And feel that Chrift is ali in dir 

More than this I do not deCre, and I hope that, 
fhort of this, nothing will latisfy either, my dear 
friend or me. 

With refpe6l to " one Mr. B ^n, having 

been fo bold as to aflert in your room, that our 
fjlv:ition was conditional/* he may be orthodox 
enough, in my poor judgment, although he faid 
fo. Indeed the meritorious part of our Talvation is 
unconditional on our Jidcy and if Mr. B— ^ — n talks 
of mtritorious conditionSf he is a ftranger ta the 
g jfpel : But, that the application of this lalvation 
is conditional, I gather from every do^iuai 
chapter in the bible, efpecially from* 

Hive you drank la the do6lrine of pcarticular 
redemption, coatrary to the thoughts of your 

cft'^emed friend. Count Z f ? But be that 

a^ it will, let us ftill make the beft of our way to 
the dear Saviour, and drop all our particular 
opinions in his univerfal, unbounded love ; and 
whereiafoever any of us is wrong the Lord will 
reveal it unto us. Pray for my flock ; and pray 
for, Dear Sir, your fincere friend, and affection- 
ate brother in Chrift,. !• F. 



Madele2> 
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Madeley, July 26th| I763t 

tbe Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley. 

My deal Sir, 

T Have for two months 

"■- waited impatiently for 

^e news of you — ^but in vain. Are you a- 

7 Uve— j)aralytick — gouty — flothful— or too bu(y 

J to write a line to your friends at Madeley V If 

' you have not leiliire to write a line, write a 

' Wiord— I am wjell, or I am ill : God grant it may 

. "be the former ! 

Every thing i? pretty quiet here now. Many 

f)four oflFeaces die away; tho' not long ago, I 

\A tsial$ iq abun^^nce, ]i\Jit blefled be the Lord 

he {xvf iqe his peace. It; is not, however, with- 

9ut fighdpg that I keep it. One of my late 

triiAiffMht have had confcquences to make me 

flfii't Madeley , and, I praife God, I am ready to 

QO it vithout looking behind me, .even this day. 

Theyoun^ perfbn, 1 mentioned as being forely 

teiQptod qi the Devil, is happily delivered ; and 

we have had the teOimonies of Mr. Mould who 

pwched here three weeks ago, and of Mr. 

R— — I who fpcnt four days here, and preached 

laft Sunday. He is an excellent young man, 

%nd only wants a little of the Methodift zeal to 

temper the referve pf Mr. Wr— • . 

When will you come to Madeley? What dd 

you do at London? Have you repaired the 

breach, and healed the plague i* May tlie Lord 

pvcyouall the wifdom, the patience, the zeal, 

^1 gentlenefs, and the health you ftand in need 

wi Ait them for your poor brother, I. F. 

Madeley, 
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Madcley, 3rd Aug. 1763. 



TAik Hatton. 

Madam»: 



T Am heartily glad to find by the 
•^ contents of your letter, that yout 
heart is more fet upon obtaining the 6hc thing 
neealul, Clirijt in us, with all his graces, the hope 
of glory. I beg, in my Matter's name, you 
would cherilh the conviction of the need of this 
prize of your high calling, knd purfue it in the 
new and living way in which the father's trod* 
that of the crojSf and that of faith. We travel in 
the firft, by continually denying felf, in the 
del ire of the llefli, the defire of the eye, and the 
pride of life; and we advance in the fbcond, by- 
airning at Chrift, claiming Chnd, embr4cing Chrift, 
delighting and rejoicing in Ghrift recei't^ea in the^ 
heart, through the channel of the goJpel pro- 
mi fes. To be able to go on in the way of the 
crofs and that of faith, you ftand in need, Ma- 
dam, of much recollection, and fteady watchful- 
nefs over the workings of your own heart, and 
diligent attention to the whifpers of divine 
grace. That the Lord would powerfully enable 
us to run on with faith and patience, till we in- 
herit the promiies, is the prayer of, Madam^ 
your fervaat in Chrift, I. F, 



Madeley^ 



mr^' 
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Madelcy, Aug. 19th, ijC^^ 



MUsHatton. 

Madanif 



TlyfRS, Hatton fave me this mom- 
•*'^* ing your lierious letter. You 
wifely obferve therein the continual need pro- 
feffing Chriftians have to guard againft relipous 
^cJut cnatf and conclude by requefthig a few lines, 
when I Ihould have an opportunity of writing; 
but, as there is nothing i^ your letter which 
requires an anfwer, I was thinking, whether I 
could anfir^er it without, being guilty of religi- 
ous chit chat; for as there is uich a thing in 
fi>§akin2, no doubt in writing alfo. I believe 
I (hould have facrificed to confciencc what the 
world calls good manners, had I not jufl: after 
acddenially opened Lopez's Life upon the fol- 
Jowmg paffage, .which I fliall tranfcribe, hoping 
it williie bleffed both to the reader and copier. 
'* He was as fparing of words in writing, as in 
** fpeaking. He never wrote firft to any one, 
** nor did he aafwcr others, but when neeeffity 
,** or charity obliged him to it; and then fo pre- 
-'* : rifely, and in fo few words, that notning 
** could be retrenched. I have fevfcral of his 
^ .*• letters in my hands of five or fix lines each. 
, /• In anfwer to thofg he ha^ received from the 
; /« Viceroy of Mexico, he fent him one contain- 
:** ing only thefc words— I wjU do what you 
"jcomraandmc: .And although ;thif manner of 
.". writinc; might feem dii^T^fpeofuji'to perfons of 
? /f;fo high quality, .yet/it. gave no offence from 
J f^* one, who was fo far irom all compliments, 
^ ^ and whonevca: fpokeany thing, fupexfluous." 
«.ti *' ^ Now, 
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Now, Madatn, for fear of m-iting any thmg 
fuperfluous, I fhall conclude by wilhing both 
you and I may follow Lopez, as he followel 
Chrift; and lubfcribing myfdf. Madam, the 
ready lervaat of you aftdyouw dn the gofpel. 



I. F. 



Madeley, —— . .^ 

Mifs Hatton. 

My dear Friend in the Lord, 

T Thought laft Sunday that you 
-■• were not far from the kingdom 
of God : had your wifdom ftooped a little more 
to thefoolijkntfs of the crofsy you would have been 
the little child to whom God reveals what he 
jirlly hides from the wile and prudent. I longed 
to have followed you, and given you no reft 
till you had drunk the cup of blelfing, which 
your Lord hath mixed for you with his bitter 
tears, and mod precious blood. And how glad 
was I to find laft night, that you had no aver- 
fion to Tefus and his love, nor to the {imple» 
foulim way of entertaining him in your heart, as 
you can by mere faith. How often fince has my 
heart danced for joy, in hope that the time is 
come, that the Lord will fully open your heart, 
like that of Lydia, to attend, without cavilling, 
or objefting, to his ftill, imall voice — ** 1 atu 
** thine, and thou art mine. Fe:ir not, for I 
" have reedemed thee, thou worm Jacob. I 
"** have graven thy name, (i. e. finner) upon the 
** palms of my hands. I lliall lee in thee the 
*< travel of my foul, and Ihall be iatistieU* Let 
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me not upbraid tliee longer for wilful un- 
belief and hardnels of heart; but Lclievc 
lapon the teftimony of my word and fcrvaiits, 
that I am ril'en for thy juftification. Say not, 

* I muft afcend into heaven, or dtfcend into 
' the deep— I muH feel frj} fuch a height of joy 
' or depth of forrow ; no: believe liinply that 

* the word is nigh thee, in thy mouth and in 
' thy heart, namely the word of faith preached 

* unto thee. I am the Lamb of God ; I Jiave 
^ carried away thy fins, and I do not condemn 

* thee, tho' thou condemned thyfelf. I am he 
'• that, for mine own fake, blotteth out thy fins 
•* as a cloud, and thy iniquities as a thick cloud ; 

becaufe I will have mercy on whom 1 will 

** ^vje mercy, namely on him, who will le Javcd 

** in Titjf way, by that faith which flumbles the Jew, 

'* ^nihjoolijhnefs to the Greek^ but which \vill 

*' prove to thee both the wifdom and power of 

'' God. Fear not, then, O thou of little faith; 

•* wherefore fliouldeft thou doubt any longer? 

II Doldefpife the day of fmall things? Do I 

break the bruifed reed, or quench the finok- 

'* ingflax? Am not I the good Shepherd, who 

'* carrieth the lambs in his bofom? Does a 

motlicr for fake her fucking child, becaufe it 

is weak, fickly, unable to walk, or even to 

(land? Yea, though a mother ftiould fo for- 

fakeher child, yet will I never leave thee nor 

V ^^^^}^^ thee. Only lean on thy beloved, and 

« \v}^^ bring thee up out of the wildernef?. 

^, ^ndon thyfelf wholly to my care, and I, 

44 T* 'deeper of Ifrael, will care for thee; and 

^^ ^"ybufmefs Ihall be henceforth to repofe on 

™/ bofom, and waih thee ia my bleeding 

M " heart; 
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'• heart; and my bufmefs fhall ht to carry Ihtc 
•* fafe through, or above all thy enemies. Only 
" remember, thy bufinefs is to believe and love ; 
" and truft me for a faithful difcharge of 
** mine— to fave thee with a high hand." 

Thus, my fri«nd, will your dear Saviour fpeak 
to your heart, if you do not drown his voice by 
the objeftions of your falfe wifdom. O dowa 
with it; it is the fruit of the tree of death. 
Away to the tree of life ; take freely, eat and 
live. I know you are willing through grace; 
and Chrift, who hath made you willing, is ten 
thoufand times more willing ^than vou:^ how, 
then, can he cad you out? ^hat hinders but 
that you fliould, as a fpiritual Rebekah, fay, iVore^ 
and ever, I will have that Man? You go upon a 
fure bottom, you need not fear being flighted ; 
for in the letter he hath wrote you from heaven, 
to invite you to the marriage, he fays, / have 
betrothed thee to me with everlafling, yea with bleed- 
ing kindnefs* Indeed, indeed he fends me to you, 
to afTure you he is the fajne yefterday, to day, 
and for ever; and were 'you the fmer of Mag- 
dalen in outward wickedncfe, he fends you 
word, that you may kifs his feet, and rejoice 
that much is forgiven you, even tho' you Ihould 
not have one tear to waih them with — ^his blood, 
his precious blood hath wafhed his feet, and does 
wah your heart, and will wafh it white as fnow. 

let it be your bufinefs to confider it with a 
believing thought: that is the way to apply it 
lo your heart. 

I would hive called on you this morning, 
had not my intended journey prevented it : till 

1 have an opportunity of calling, I beg, as upon 

my 
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toy knees, yoii would make ufc of the follow- 
ing dire&ions, which I think as truly applicable 
to your ftate, as they are truly evangclicah 
. (i.) It is better periiLing U}r believing wrong, 
than for nut believing at all: venture ihtn, 
with Efther, // / ferl/k, J ferijh. 1 had rail tr 
pcrilh in trying to touch tne fceptre of ii-cc, 
than in indolently waiting till the King loucLcs 
inc with it. 

(2.) Chrift often reveals himfelf as a lah, a 

feeble n^^mtf crying for milk in a manjrtr. Do not 

youdelpife him in his loweft, weukVft flate: do 

not lay to your Saviour, I will not receive tlicc, 

^elsthou appear in a blaze of glorious light. 

^y&not the liide leaven; and if jour grain of 

faith is linall as muftard feed, be the more care- 

ml not to throw it away as dirt. The Holy 

Ghdikys, The light of the jujl Jhines mere and more 

^otk ferftii day ; and how feeble is the light cf 

VIC early morning, how undifcernible irom 

darhefs! 

(3*) Sin gives you your jfr/f title to the Fi'i-.nd 
^ jmers^ and a fimple naked iaith tlie fccond. 
Dp not then, puzzle yourfelf about contrition, 
feithfulnefs, love, joy, power over f n, :ukI a 
thouland fuch things, which the v;hite Devil will 
pcrruade you, you muft bring to Chrift. He 
Vill receive you gladly with the greateft moun- 
^n of fin; and the fmJleft gram of faith, at 
thrift's feet, will remove that mountain. 

(4O At the peril of your foul, defire at present 
'^cr peac$ nor joy, nor puzzle yourfelt cveu 
*«Httlove. Oaly dtfire, that that ble:ied Man 
^^y be your Bridegroom, and tlK.t you m^.y 
*^iy beUcve th*t iic is fo, becaufe he h:-th 
M 2 " given 



i 



[ I40 ] 

' given you his flcfli and blood upon the crofs ; 
and keep believing this, and trufting in him. 

(5.) You have nothing to do with Jin and felf, 
although they will have much to do with you. 
Tour bujinefs is with J ejus ^ with his free, unmerited 
love, with his glorious promifes &cc. &c. 

(6.) Strongly expeft no good from your own 
heart: expert nothing but unbelief, hardnefs, 
unfaithfulnefs, and backfliding, and when you 
find them there, be not (haken nor difcompofed ; 
rather rejoice that you are to live^ by fatth^ on 
the faithful heart of Chrift, and caft not away 
your confidence, which hath great recompence 
of Reward. 

(7.) When you are dull and heavy, as will 
often be, remeaiber to live on Chrift, and claim 
him tUe more by naked faith. I have not time 
to lay more, but Jefus, whom you hold by the 
hem of his promife, will teach you all the day 
long. Look unto him, and be faved, and rc- 

. member he forgivjes. feventy times feven in one 
day. May his dawning loVc attend you till it 
is noon day in your foul; 'and pray for him^ 
who earneftly prays for you, I mean for your 
unworthy fervant, I. F. 



Madeleyi Sep. 2ndr 17^3* 



Mrs. Glynne. 

Dear Madam, 



1 Thank you for your kind re- 

^ membrance, and good wiifies 

that I might eat the everlafting bread of our 

Fatheif's houfe, exprefftd by a prefcntof the moft 

incorrupt 
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iBcoTruptible bread our earth affords. I (hould 
be glad to t^ike the opportunity of Mr. Weiley's 
toy at Salop, to thank you in perfon, and tat 
with you tbc bread — the unleavened bread of 
finccnty and truth, handed out by him ,• Lut 1 
am obliged to fet out to day for Lady Hunnni:- 
don's college, and fliall not, I 'fear, be in Sl.i;>{.- 
fcire, when Mr. Wefley comes. 

If the Father of lights hath drawn your foul 
ia any warmer defires after the glorious ienic o( 
his love, and enabled you to fit down, and count 
tliecoft, and give up juily\ whatever may have a 
tendency to keep you out of the delightful en- 
joyment of the pearl of great price, I il^iall rejoice 
??f€atly; for it. is my hearty defire, that all my 
Chrimaoi friends, and I, might grow up daily to- 
'^^i the meafure of the full ftature of Chrift. 

i return you my moft aff€6tionate thanks, 
Afadanj, for your book, and for the franks you 
.added to it. May you ufe all the promifes of 
the gofpel as franxs from Jefus, to fend mo- 
menUry petitions to heaven, and moy an un- 
wearied faith be the diligent meflenger] 

What proved a difappointmcnt to you, was 
ttone to me, having been forced, by many fuch 
di&ppointments, to look for comfort in nothing 
butthefe coinprehenfive words — Thy will be .done! 
A few more trials will convince you, exptii- 
"f^entally, of the heavenly balm they contain, to 
*veeten the pains and heal the wounds, that 
^^Sfeg.and aftti6Uons may caufe. We often 
Improve more, by one hour's refignation, tliaij 
*^a month's readitig; and when we c?.n exer- 
Y* neiJLher gifts noj- graces, one of the lafl is 
^"^ys excepted — Patience; which is then worth 
M 3 aii 

i 
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all the reft, O let us make the beft of our day 
Madam: — a day of grace — a gofpel day — a da— 
of health — a precarious day of life! Let us b^ 
licve, hope, love, obey, repent, fpend and h^ 
fpent for Him, who hath loved us unto death. 

Mr. M. faid your portmanteau would go i<^ 
day; but whether it goes or ftays, let neither 
wind nor tide keep us back from Jefus Chrift* 
That his love may fill our hearts, is the repeat- 
ed wiili of, Dear Madam, your unworthy friend 
and fervant in Chrift, I. F. 



Madeley, Sep. gth, 1763. 

The Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley. 

My dear Sir, 

T See that we ouglit to 

^ learn continuaiiy to 

caft our burdens on the Lord, who alone can 

beir them without fatigue and pain. If M • 

leturns, the Lord may correft his errors, and 
give liim fo to infift on the frciits of faith as to 
preveiit antinomiJinifm, 1 believe him fincere ; 
a ad though obilinate and fulpicious, I am per- 
fuided he his a trwe defire, to k-iow the will and 
live the life of Gjd* I reply in the fame words 
you quoted to mc in one of your letters, " Don't 
be aftaid of a wreck, for Jefus is in the fliip.** 
After thie moft violent ftonn, the Lord will, 
perhaps, all at once, bring our fliip into the 
defired Liven. 

Yoa alk me a very fmgular queftion with rc- 
'fytfi to women; I fhall, however, anfwer it 
•mh a fraile, as I fuppofe you afkcd it. You 

might 
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might have remarked that for fome days before 
1 let off for Madeley, I coiifidered mdtiimony 
Vitha different eye to what I had done: luid 
the perfon, who then prefented herfelf to my 
ba^iaation was Mifs fiofanquet* Her inizige 
purlued me for fome hours the lad day, and that 
10 warmly, tliat I fhould, perhaps, have loft 'my 
peace, it a fufpicion of the truth of Juvenal s 
proverb, Veniunt a dote fagittae,* had not made 
me blufli, fight, and fly to Jefus, who delivered 
me, at the lame moment, from her image and 
the idea of marriage. Since that time, I have 
hccnmore than ever on my guard againft ad- 
mitting the idea of matrimony, fbmttinies by 
^he confideration of the love of Jefiis, whicn 

^^ghtto be my whole felicity, and at others, by 

^c following refleftions. 

. ^fitrue the fcripture fays, that a good wife 
^3 gift of the Lord, and it is alfo true, that 
^^ere may be one in a thoufand ; but who would 
P^.^ in a lottery where are 999 blanks to one 
prize; and fuppofe I could difcover this Phoenix, 
^his woman ot a thoufand, what Ihould 1 gain 
^y it? A diftreffing refufal. How could iLe 
<^hufe fuch a man as me? If, notwithftanding 
^11 my felf love, I am compelled cordially to 
^clpife myfelf, could I be (o wanting in gene- 
rolTty, as to €xpe6t another to do that for me, 
J^hich I cannot do for myfelf — ^to engage to 
*^e, to efteem, and honour me? 

I will throw on my paper fome reflexions, 
^jich the laft paragraph's of your letter gave 
?*to, and I beg you will weigh them with me, 
. ^ fte balances of the fan^Sluary, 

Reafons 



i 
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Reafons for, and againft matrim<my. 



, A teadcr friendibip 
is. aiter the love of 
Chrift, the greateft 
felicity of life ; and 
a happy marriage is 
nothing but fuch a 
friendtnip between 
tMK) perforis of diiFer- 
ent lexes. 



r, A wife might deli- 
ver me from the dif- 
ficulties of houfe- 
keeping Jtc. 

3« Sciine objeflions and 
fcandals may be a- 
voided by marriage. 

4. A pious and zealous 
wife might be as ufe- 
ful as myfelf; nay^ 
Ihe might be much 
more fo among my 
female pariihioners, 
who greatly want an 
infpeclrefs. 

farewell* Yours, I. F* 



1. Death will ftiortly 
end all particular 
friendihips. The 
happier the ftate of 
marriage^ the xoore 
af&iAing is widow- 
hood : befidcsi we 
may try a friend ^d 
rejefl him after trial ; 
but we cant know a 
wife, till it is tOQ late 
to part with her, 

2. Marriage brings af- 
ter it an hundred 
cares and expenqes; 
children, a hmily 8cc« 

3. If matrimony is not 
happy, it is the moft 
fertile fouxcc of fcan« 
dais. 

4. I have 1000 t^ X to 
fear that a wife in« 
fiead of being a help« 
may be indolent, and 
confequently ufelefs; 
or humourfome, 
haughty, capricious» 
and confequently ^ 
heavy curfe* 



Mr« Vai«h. 
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Mr. Vanghan. 

JDcar Sir, 

A S you dcfirc me to tefl yoii fim- 
•" ply what 1 think of the ftaie 
of your foul; as delciibed in jour letter, I will 
do it as the Lord ihall enable me. 

I praife him that he has begun a good work 
in you, which, I make no doubt, he will finili), 
if you do not counteraft the operations ot his 
grace. Your having foraetimes free accefs to 
the throne of grace, but foon falling back into 
dcadnefs and darknels, is the common experi* 
cncc of many who walk lincerely, tho' llowly 
V^waids Sion» It argues, on one iiJe, the drauh- 
^H[^f(Uth; and, on the other, the power of un- 
belief, I would compare fucli fouls to the child 
jP^fte Patriarch, who came to the birth, nay, 
^^ the light of this world, and yet returned 
2gain into his mother's womb, until, alUr a 
greater llruggle, he broke through all that was 
JP Ills way, and left the place wliere he had been 
fo long in prifon. 

^f you fall fliort, yet be not caft down ; on the 

^trary, rejoice that God has begun, and v -11 

f'^^fti his work in you; and ftrive more earnelily 

*° ^ntcr in at the ftrait gate. Watch more un- 

*P prayer, and pray for that faith, which enables 

^"^ believer now to lay hold on eternal life. 

^^^ember, however, that your prayers will not 

^**^i much, unlefs you deny yourfelf, and take 

,P every crofs, which the Lord fuffers men, 

.i^^ils, or your own heart to lay upon you. In 

, ^ Carrie of Jefus, and in the power of his might, 

^^^k through ail; and you will find daily more 

andj 
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and more, that Jefus is the h'ght of the vorl<|f 
and that he, who follows him, Jhall not walk in 
darkncfs. The peace of Jelus be with you! 
JFarewcll. Yours &c, h Ft 

Madeley, Maqrcb 3tht l^&^m 

Mifi Hatton, 

VOU fecm, Madam, not to have a 
* clear idea of the happinefs of the 
love oO^f^Sf or, at leaft, of your piivilege of 
loving him again. Your dulneJs in private 
prayer arifes from the w^int of familiar friendihip 
witn Jefus. To obviate it, to to your clofet, as 
if you were going to meet the deareft friend you 
ever had; caft yourfeU immediately at his feet, 
bemoan your coldnefs before him, extol his 
love to you, and let your heart break- yvith a de- 
iire to love him, till it aftually melts with his 
love. Be you, if not the importunate widow, 
at leaft the importunate virgin, and get your 
Lord to avenge you of your aidverfiiry-*— 1 mean 
your cold heart. 

You a{k me fome direftions to get a mortified 
fpirit: in order to get it, get Recolieftion. 

Regolleqtion is a dwelling within ourfelves; 
a being abftraded from the creature, and turned 
towards God. 

Reoollection is both outward and inward, 
Outward recolieftion confifts in Jilence from 
all idle and I'uperfiuous words; and in folitudf 
or a wife difentanglemeat from the world, keep- 
ing to our own bufinefs, obl'erving and fol low- 
ing the order of God for ourfelves, and ihut* 
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ling the car againft all curious and unprofitable 
Thatters. Inward recolleftion candfts in iliut- 
ting the door of the fenfes, in a deep attciition 
to flie prefence of God, and in a continuiil care 
of entertaining holy thoughts, for fear of Jfiri^ 
tual idlenefs. 

Through the power of the Spirit, let this 
recolleftion be fteady even in the midft of hur- 
rying bufmefs; let it be calm and peaceable; 
and let it be lading. Watch and ptay, /t^/ ym 
enter into temptation ^ 

Tomaintihi this recolleftion, beware of en- 
gaging too deeply, and beyond vhat i:. nzi cifiiry, 
in outward things: beware of liiflierii.H your 
aficfiions to be entangled by worldly clcl:re, 
y^^ imagination to amufe iticif with u^.prclit- 
^We objects, and indulging yourftlf in iJie coni- 
""ffion of what are culled fmJl faults. 
^orwant of continuing in a recolleftcj frair.e 
aiithe day, our times of pr.;yor arc frtijuenliy 
aty and uielefs, imagination' prevails, ar.ci the 
heart wanders : whereas we pafs eafily from re- 
colleftion to delightful pravcr. Witliout this 
*P'^i^ there can be no ufefiil felf denial, nor 
can We know ourfelves ; but where it d-vvelis, it 
niaies the foul all eye, all ear; traces and diliro- 
y^^ fin, repels its firft affaults, or crufhck it in 
'^^arlieft rifings. 

^^ recolleftion let j-oiir mind aft according 

.° ^'le druii'ln^s of grace y and it Mall probably 

^ you either, to contempKite Jef'us as cruciti- 

' ^tid intercecdiT'g for you i^c; or to watch 

l^^ fenfes and fupprefs yvvi' piffto-s, to ktcp 

^^Ve God in refpcitful fiuace oi i.cart, and to 

f^^ ^Vi and follow the raoLions of ^racc, and f^ed j 
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But fake care here, to be more taken up with 
the thoughts of God than of yourfelf ; and con- 
fider how hardly recoUeftion is fometimes ob- 
tained, and how eafily it is loft. Ufe no forced 
labour to raife a particular frame; nor tire,/ret^ 
and grow impatient, if you have no comfort; 
but meekly acquiefce and confefs yourfclf un- 
worthy of it ; lie proftrate in humble fubmiflion 
before God, and fwitiently wait for the fmiles of 
Jefus. 

May thr following Motives ftir you up to 

the purfuit of recoUeftion (i) We muft for-^ 

Jake all and die to all frjl by recoUeftion. (2) 
Without it God's voice can't be heard in the foul. 
(3) It is the altary on which we muft offer up our 
Il'aacs. (4) It is inftrumentally a ladder (if I 
may be allowed the expreffion) to defcend into 
God. (5) By it the foul gets to its centre, out of 
which it cannot reft. (6) Man's foul is the tem- 
ple of God — ^lecolleftioii the holy of holies. (7J 
As the wicked by recolleftion find kell in their 
hearts, fo faithful fouls find heaven. (8) With- 
out recolleftion all means of grace are njelefs, or 
miike but a light and tranfitory impreffion. 

If we would be recollefted, we muft expeft to 
fujfer. Sometimes, God does not fpeak imme- 
diately to the heart ; we muft then continue to 
liften witli a more humble filence. Sometimes, 
aifaults of the heart, or of the tempter may fol- 
low, together with wearinefs and a delire to turn 
the mind to fomething elfe: here we muft be 
patient— By patience unwearied we inherit the 
promifes. 

Diifipated fouls are feverely puniflied. If any 
man abide not in Chrift, he is caft out as a 

branch-^ 
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branch— caft out of the light of God's counte- 
nance into the drudgery of the fenfes. He dries 
up, and a barreniiefs follows in the ufe of the 
means. The world and Satan gather and ufe 
him for their fervice. He is caft into the fire 
of the paffions, of guilt, of temptation, and, per- 
haps, of hell. 

As diffipation always meets its punifhment, fo 
recolleftipn never fails of its reward. After 
patient waiting comes communion with God, 
and the fweet I'enfe of his peace and love. Re- 
cplleftion is a caftle, an inviolable fortrefs a- 
gainft the world and the Devil : it renders all 
times and places alike, and is the habitation 
where Chrift and his Bride dwell. 

I give you thefe hints, not to fet Chrift afide, 
but that you may, according to the light and 
power given to you, take thele ftones and place 
them upon the chief corner ftone, and cement 
them with the blood of Jefus, until the fuper- 
ftrufture, in fome meafure, anfwers to the excel- 
lence of the foundation. I beg an inter eft in 
your prayers for myfelf and thofe committed to 
any charge, and am, with fincerity. Madam, your 
fervaut for Chrift 's fake, I. F. 



Madeley, Sep. 3rd, 1754* 



Mifs Hatton. 

Madam, 



' T Think the ft ate your .foul is in 

^ is not uncommon. The- only 

ajvice, I can at prefent give you, is not to loot 

"^ to f elf J except it be To believe it away. Be gene- 

N roufly 



toufly determined not to live eafy, without tlie 
thought of Jefus on your mind, and his love, 
or at leaft endeavours after it, in your heart. 
Then get that love, or the increafe of it, by oi- 
jUnately believing th^ love of Chrift tdyou, tiJl 
you are Ihamed intb- fome' fetwrh of it, A paf- 
Ikge I have found much relief from, tthen my 
foul hath been in the ftate you defcribe, is, Lh^e- 
wife reckon ye alfo youtjelves to be dead indeed unto 
Jin, but alive unto God, through Jefus Chriji our 
Lord.* This reckoning by faith, I find, is not 
reckoning without one's hoft ; but Chrift is al- 
ways ready to fct his hand to the bill which 
feith draws. • 

With refpeft ta the hinderauces your worldly 
bufincfs lays in the way of your loul, I.would 
have you perfuaded, that they arc by no means 
infurmountable. The following means, in duo 
fubordination to faith in Jefus, may, by th(? 
bleflinff of God, be of fervice to you. 

(i) Get up early, and fave time before you go 
to bufinefs, to put on the whole annour of God, by 
clofe meditation and earned jjrayer. 
■ (2) Confider the temptation that itioft eafily 
befets you, whether if ht hurry, or vanity, or 
lightnefs, or want of recollection to do what 
you do as unto God. Ponder the confequences 
of thofe fins, fee your weaknefs to refift them, 
and get at any rate a more feeling fenfe of your 
helpieflhefs: when you have it,^ you will natu- 
rally watch unto prayer, and look to Chrift foi 
ftrength, from moment to moment. 

(3) When your mind hath been drawn afide, 
do not fret, or let yourfelf go down the ftream 

♦Rom. vii II. 
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'^nature, as if it was in vain to attempt to fwim 
againft it; but confels your fault, and calmly 
reftime your former endeavour, but with more 
humility and watchfulnefs* 

(4) Steal from bufinefs now and then, tho' 
for two or three minutes only, and in the cor- 
ner where you can be leaft obferved, pour out 
your foul in confeffion, or a (liort ejaculation at 
thefeet of Jefus, for power to watch, and to be- 
lieve that he can keep you watching. May you 
feelingly believe, that he hath boujjht the power 
for you, 'and then of a truth, you will lind it 
done to you according to your laith. 
^ As to your Correfpondent's letter, I approve 
it*s contents, but would have no one deptiid on 
wf judgment, efpecially on the points it treats 

™J »slhave been thought, fometimes, to confi- 
^tiem, with a mind prcpolllfled in their be- 
M This I know, that all cannot, ought not to 
i'oeive fome of the. fayings that letter contains; 
*Qd yet happier far, in my opinion, are thofe 
^t cm and do icceive them. Let every one 
follow grace and Providence, and we fliall Le 
guidcjd aright* I am, &c I. F. 

Madeley, Dec. 1764. 
Mifi Hatton. 

Madam, 

T Am fcnfiblc how much I want :;d- 
■*" vice in a thoufand particulars, yud 
aow incapable I am iafely to direct any one: 
•i^all, neverthelefs, venture to throw upon tliis 
'*^t the following oblervations, as they came to 
^y iniod on the reading }'our letter, 
. ' • N 2 You^ 
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You cannot expcft on the gofpel plan, to at- 
tain to fuch a carriage as will pleafe all you con- 
verfe with. The Son of God, the original of all 
human perfection, was blamed, foraetimes for 
his (ilence, and fometimes for his Ipeaking &c; 
and Ihall the handmaid be above her Matter? 

There is no fin in wearing fuch things as you 
have by you, if they are not out of chara6ter; 
I mean, if they are necell'ary for your Jtation, and 
charafterife your ^ rank. 

There is no fin in allowing yourfelf a little 
more latitude of fpeech, provided- you liften to 
Chrift, by inward attention to his teaching, and 
the end of what you fay may be to introduce 
what is ufeful and edifying ; for God judgeth of 
words according to the intention of 4he fpeaker. 
I may fpeak idl)^ even in the pulpit ; and I may 
fpeak to edification in the market, if. what I fay 
is either neceflary, or proper to introduce, or 
drive the nail ol a profitable truth. Some pa- 
rables of our Lord would have been deemed idle 
tali, had it not' been for the end "he purfued, 
and, upon the whole, accompliftied by them. 
No particular rule can be given here; a thou- 
fand circiimftances of perfons, tempers, places, 
times, ftates &c, will neceffarily vary a Chriftian*s 
plan. •. 

There is no fin in looiing ckeerfuh No, it is 
our duty to be cheerful — Rejoice evermore; and if 
it is our duty always to he filed xzitli joy f it is our 
duty to appear what we are in reality. I hope^ 
however, your friends know how to diftinguiilx 
between cheerfulnefs and levity» 

If you want to recommend religion to thofe 
you converle with, and, in many inftances, to 

pluck 
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pluck u& ofienx:e bj; tlie root. Jet ypat hart Se 
where Marfs body iUd* Keep cJofe lo.Jefus, be 
-iXteutive to hb ftiil, fmall vuice, ^nd be wiU 
M yoa with hm^k hi/t, and fiich love will teach 
yout withoui any rule, as by the infUnA of your 
new ii4uie, /t> become all things io ait juettm 

You alk what the apoftle meant by that ex- 

S>reinQn; it is cxiUiu ii^e did not mean to over- 
et his own precept^ B^ mt conformed io thi y^rldp 
I ipprebeijd, that m every cafe, wherein we 
vaight promote the fpkitudi or tennxsind good 
ofmytme, by doing or iuffertug things of an 
^^%rmt nature, or even fainful dud dijagreeabl'e 
\ we ought to be r£sidy to become all things 
to ^h provided the good we prupofe i$ fuperiox 

1^^ ftiE inconveniences to which ire fubmit* 
Hcr&ilfo we ibmd in need of humhU lovc^ and 
^fhikom^ tlut we tnay io weigh circumflauc- 
^^1^ b (oiTii a right judgment in all things, 
i am gUd the Lord itrips yoo: i wilb felf 
*D5y never clothe you agam* Befrace of ftiff 
^iigul^rity io things barely indiffert%tt }t i». jelf 
^ jifguile," and it is fu raucli the more dange- 
^ousj 3B it comes reGomrnended by a fip-ious^ 
ftlf denying, religious appearance, 

I hope the ihort comings of ibme about you 

^11 oot prevent your eying the prize ofaglu- 

rious conform i fey to our blelled Head* It is to 

l*^^earedt th^t not a few of thofe^ who talk of 

fc Wing attained it have nuflaken the way r. they 

^^^ mi fom£ihing^ and I apprehend an important 

■% lo^vards tlut conformity, k to become «a- 

PPlfi' or rather to be, with St- Panl, to become 

*^t)urowa eyes tlw clmj oj fmutrSp andthe/fj/Z 

N a Mr. 




Mifs Hatton. 

Madam, 



Madeley, June gid, 1765^ 



W ThaiiJc yqu (or the letter of your 
•f corrcfpoodent. What he fay$ 
about luminous joy, may fometimes . be the cafe 
in fome of God's dear children ;: but I appre- 
hend, that God's defign in withholding from 
them thofe gracious influences^ irhick worjc up-» 
on and melt the fenfitive* affe^ioaate part m the 
foul, is to put us more ixpoo ufing the noli^er 
powers, the underjtimdiag. and the mU* Thefe 
are always more in the reach -of a child of God^ 
while the other greatly depend upon the texture 
of the animal frame; and if they we not ftirred 
in a natural way^ the Spirit of God can alone^ 
without our concurrence in ' general, excite 
them. Do you belieue^ love, taieuf your aofs^ md 
run after Jefus. 

You muft let friends and foes talk about your 
drefs, while you mind only Jefus, his word, and 
your own conlcicnce.. You talk of hearing me 
foon — I dare never invite any. me to hear me^ 
though 1 am glad to fee my friends : but now I 
can invite you with pleafure to ccHne and hear a 
preacher, who, under God, will make you a- 
mends for the trouble of a journey to Madeley* 
His name is.M-rr— ; he may poffibly ftay a Sun^ 
day or two more with me; but Jefus has pro- 
mifed to be always with his poor followers: To 
his merciful hands I commend both you and 
your unworthy friend, I. F. 



Madeleyi 
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Madeley, Aug. 8th, 1765. 



Miis Hatton. 

Madam, 



M^^ 



M and I have conflder- 

ed your objeftions to our little 
confeffion of faith : be pleal'ed to take the fol- 
lowing lliort anlwers. 

(I.) We do not forget, that God works all 

good in all men : this is clearly implied in our 

lirft article; but we do not believe, that his 

working is generally irrefiftible, or that it fuper- 

Icdisour being workers together with him. 

(11.) Can any one work out his falvation, bv 
^ iiih frodudiive oi fancitjication^ and yet ntgltft 
gooduorks? Impoffible! 
. (HI) Obdurate Cnners, if their day of grace 
is not over, have always power to believe feme 
legd truths at leaft, and to renounce Ibme abomi- 
nations in confequence of that belief: if they 
rcCft the Spirit here, what wonder th:it he does 
not proceed any farther! Conviftions of fn, as 
wellasof righteoufnefs, are not always lb ftrong 
as to carry all before them. As the dew falls 
more frequently on the earth than hard (Lowers, 
fomore gentle, lefs obfervable^ and more f[ra- 
dual droppings of grace defcend upon earthly 
hearts, more frequently "than driving ftornis of 
fear, or ftrong tranlports of love : their efie^ls 
JJ^ybe as gracious, tho' lefs forcible, and God 
*^ui all the glory of the one, as well as of the 

(IV.) " Can convinced finners under the 
^jj^ of the gofpel believe with the heart kc ?'* 
%ough the power of God, always more or lefs 

prefent, 



( '58! 

prcfent, thev can believe with the heart thofc 
truths, whicn are futted to their wants, and froperly 
propofed to them. If they cannot, why dues G£)a 
call upon them to believe, and lend them word, 
tj^ey Ihall be danmtd if they do not?* As to 
your query •• Does not God lunietimes delay 
to conler the power to believe, lor a trial of the 
grace of conviction V" We anfwer, that we fee 
]|[io fuch thing in the new teltanient, and that 
fhe alfertion leeins to be a piece of human wif- 
dom. Why were not the convidilions of the 
harlot, of the 3000, the 5000, the jailer, and 
others, tried by a refuial of the gift of faith? 
If, therefore, perfpns trufy convinced of fin, do 
not believe to the comfort of their fouls, we ap- 
prehend the rcafon to be, their being kept in 
the dark as to ihe.gofpel tfvciy of (alvation, their cow- 
jfbundin^ faith and its fruits, their dijte^arditig tlie 
one talent, and deffun^ the little leaven, and tlie 
faith which is fmail as a grain of miifiard ited : 
in thoft, their rejeding an 'inward' Clirljty becaufe 
he does not make his appearance, at fir ft, as a 
jnighty, glorious conqueror," but as i ter^a^, nakd, 
crying babe, who wants hdth ii;iilk "i^nd" fwaddling 
clothes for his prefent fuflenance; 

" It is granted, that convinced people fhould 
'•* be preft to mike an effort to believe, not 
•' douDting of the Lord's concurrence with their 
<• attempt/* Hete, we apprehctid, y6\i|gi^nt us 
what we contend lor J it being abftiVd to make 
any attempt towavds what is totajly iinpbfflble; 
If fuch people ou^ht to attempt to- believe now^ - 
and not to douht ot the Lord's concurrence with 
ibeijr attempt, it follows, that either yoti preis 

them 
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£hem not to doubt of a lie, or that the Lord now 
helps them to believe, if they will accept his 
help in the manner and way it is offered. 

We cannot conceive what ingredient more 
you would require to make faith, than on the 
Ofte fide, the promife of God and the gracious 
help of his Spirit, and on the other, genuine 
convi6lion and an humble attempt to caft our- 
felves on the fidelity, mercy, and power of the 
Lord. 

Indeed you infiriuate, that God's concurrence 
may. not be granted noi^ — ** perhaps, not now," 
ate your words ; but not thofe of Ananias, who 
fald to convinced Saul, Arije, why tarriefi thou? 
wojh away thyfns, railing j or believing, 072 the name 
of the Lord. If God does not concur now to 
help convinced finners to believe, we flill affirm 
that they cannot, without great crueltv, be 
called upon no:<> to attempt an utter impoifibili- • 
tyf or, if we m:iy ufe your expreffion, *• to touch 
heaven with their hand." This provilo of yours, 
this " perhaps, not now," feems the commoit 
way of clogging and mangling the gofpeJ. We 
fee nothing of it in holy writ ; there we read, 
believe,- and thou Jhalt be. fayed-— fear not^ only be^ 
liev^^c. We never read, believe, but perhaps, not 
new — only believe, but frjl wait God's time, he does 
nof, pethapj, chufc rhoajkouhfjt believe now. There 
i^ the quintefiTence of the poifon of the old Ser- 
pent, in the fuppofition that God commands now^ 
but is not, perhaps, willing that we Ihould obey 
hiril nozv. Be\\e\c-^perhdpSf not nour: Repent, be 
chafte, be lioneft, be fofacr, lie chlaritable*-f£r- 
hdfSf not not^. Good God! What room will 
this not now leave for prefcnt infidelity, unclean- 

nefs. 



nefs, drunkennefs, injuftice &c/.iiid every ima^ 

ginable abomination! 

Upon fecond thoughts, we would hope, that 

Jrour perhaps^ not now, does not regard our be- 
ieving, but God's bringing forth the top-ftone, 
while we Ihout Grace unto it: and in this fenfe, 
We find faith and hope are often tried, y^a to the 
uttermoft. Ifaac was not born immediately on 
God*s making the 'promife, or Abraham's be- 
lieving it. A joy linfpcakable and full of glory 
does not always, immediately accompany the be- 
lief of the promife of forgivenefs of fin, and of 
deliverance from its dominion : — Have ye received 
the Holy Ghojljince ye belietfed? After that ye beltev- 
edy ye were fealed with the Holy Spirit of promife — 
No'jj the God of hope fll you with all joy ana peace in 
believing i^c. This was .the language of St. Paul, 
.and we dare not confound what he diftinguifhes, 
namely, beiicving^ and tajting all the rich fruits of 
faith. Concerning fome of* thefe, which faith 
does not, in general, immediately produce, we 
allow you to lay, perhaps, not now; but though 
they tarry, yet wait for them, for they will furely 
come. 

** Reftlefs, refgned, for thefe I wait, 
For thele my vehement Ibul ftands ftill." 

But obferve (i) that this earned, patient wait- 
ing is one of the ble fled fruits of faith, and not 
fomething previous to it, as you feem to ima- 
gine. (2) That we do not fuppofe it neceffary 
for thofe, who are truly convinced of fin, and 
defire to be juftified freely by the grace of God, 
through that redemption that is in Chrift, to 
wait at all before they believe, that he is made unto 

them 
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them of Gad rtghteoufnefSf for the prefcnt pardon 

of their fin: .nor for thofe, who arc truly weary 

ot their carnal mind, to wait before they believe, 

flat ke is made unto them of God fantlijuation^ kr 

the prefent deftruAion of it: for the promife is 

even ww to us, and to our children, (thuCc that 

arc afer off not excepted) if they lay hold of it 

by faith. But greater difcoveries, riper fruits, 

ncher taftes, fuller enjoyments of thcfe bleffin^^'s, 

together with a being more ftrengthened, efta- 

blilhcd, and fettled in them, is what we efteem 

OUT privilege to expeft, and wait for, in the 

manner you defcribe. 

(V.) You feem to fufpeft that this faith, on the 
wit hand, leads to Antinomianifm, and on the 
other, takes from God the glory of our ial- 
vation. 

^ to the firft fufpicion, we hope it is obvi- 
^tedin our fecond and fourth anfwers, it being 
^poffihle, that a faith, confequent u{x)n real 
conviftion and wearinefs of fin, and begotten by 
the pure gofpel word, through the Spirit, — 
2ifaith, which leads to fandijication and the t/t- 
Pi&on of the carnal mind, — a faith, whicli is 
poduQive of all the ripe li fruits of the Spirit, can 
^ merely notional^ or have the Icaji tendenr; to 
^ ^tinoinianifm. 

And as to the fecond, we detejl the thouglit of 
"^Ving the leaft fhare in the glory of Chrift, as 
f^^h Redeemer, and of the* Spirit, as our only 
^^ftifier. We abhor it as much as the proud 
^Diad conceit of Iharing with God the glory 
^Our Creator and Preferver. We conftantly 
^cribe to free grace all the honour of man's fal- 
^^n, and are perfuaded, that from the firft 
O half- 
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half-formed defire raifed in the hearf, and the 
lead degree of pozefer given for the improvement 
of it, to the final viftory over our laft enemy, all 
is of grace — of mere grace* But as we may give 
God all the glory of our creation and preferva- 
tion, without fuppofing that he mufl breathe, 
eat, drink, reft, drefs, plough, and reap for us; 
fo we apprehend that we may give Chrift all the 
glory of our redemption and falvation, without 
exculing ourfelves from the performance of what 
he enjoins, and of his own free^ undejerved grace ^ gives 
us both will and power to do. 

I rejoice that your foul profpers: you need 
not look back any more. When you are tempt- 
ed to hurry and inward impatience, remember 
you are not obliged to give ^ay to it. Take up 
thefe little crolTes patiently, by believing, look- 
ing inward, and finding Jefus in the midft o£ 
bufmefs. " He is here, he is here, as my all,*' 
will break many, yea ten thoufand fnares. 
May the peace of God be with you and yours! 
Farewell. I. F. 

Mr» Alexander Mather. 

My dear Brother, 

T Thank you for your laft 
-■■ favour. If I anfwered not 
your former letter, it was becaufe I was in ex- 
pe<^l;ation of feeing you, and not from the leaft 
difregard. I am glad you enjoy peace at Wel- 
lington, and I hope you will do fo at the 
Trench when you go there. My reafons for 
. ft^piag there myfeif were not to feize upon 
> th^^^t Jirjtf (as the Accufer of the brethren 

may 
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may have infinuated) but to fulfil a promife I 
made to the people of vifiting them, if they 
would not countenance a lying wretch, who 
went to them from the Bank : all this was />rr- 
uious to my knowJedge of the invitation they 
gave you. I dejire you will call there as often 
as you have opportunity. An occalional exhor- 
tation from you or your companion at the 
Bank, Dale, kc will be efteemed a favour; and I 
hope that my ftepping, as Providence directs, to 
any of your places, (leaving to you the manage- 
ment of the focieties) will be deemed no en- 
croachment. In Ihort, we need not make txsfo 
forties: I know but one heaven below and t\^t 
IS Jefus's love ,* let us both go and abide in it, 
and when we have gathered as many as we can 
to go with us, too many will ftill (lay behind^ 

I find there are in the miniftry, as in the 
common experience of Chriftians, times which 
may be compared to Winter: no great ftir is 
made in the world of grace, bende that of 
ftorms and offences, and the growth of the trees 
of the Lord is not Ihowy ; but when the tender 
buds of brotherly and redeeming love begin to 
fill, Sp'ring is at hand. The Lord give us har- 
veft after feed time! Let us wait for fruit as 
the hufibandman, and remember, that he who 
believes does not make hafte. The love of 
Chrift be with us alll Pray for L F. 



O a Madeley^ 
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Madeley, Jan. J3th, 1^660 



Mifs Hatton. 

Madam, 



T Am almoft afhamed of anfwering 
•^ your letters after my long de- 
lays, but better late than never, as 1 hope your 
indulgence will put the beft conftru6tion on 
what time does ^not allow me to make an apo- 
logy for. 

1 do not wonder i{*****^***-^********* &c hath 
been a fnare to entangle your thoughts ; but 
it is now over; and what is that to thee? fol- 
low thou Chrift. You may, however, learn 
this leflbn, that the minding Chrift^ and our. 
own fouls, with Mary, while we leave the world 
to Martha, is no eafy thing in a day of tempta- 
tion ; and that no one knows what he is, till he 
is tried, and tried in the tendereft points — love, 
liberty, efteem, and Iharp bodily pain. Lord 
prepare us for fuch trials, and may we encoun- 
ter them, in the whole armour of God ! 

This evening I have buried one of the warmi- 
eft oppofers of my miniftry, a ftout, ftrong 
young man, aged twenty four years. About 
three months ago, he came to the church yard 
with a corpfe, but refufed to come into the 
church. When the burial was over, I went to 
him, and mildly expoftulated with him. His 
conftant anfwer was, " that he had bound him- 
** felf never to come to church, while I was 
<< there ; adding, that he would take the confe- 
<* queuces kc." Seeing I got nothing, I left 
him, faying with uncommon warmth, (tho* as 
far as I can remember, without the leaft touch 

of 
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of rcfentment) " I am clear of your blood ; 
*• henceforth it is upon your own head ; you 
• •* will not come to churcn upon your legs, pie- 
•• pare to come upon your neighbours Jhoulaers" 
He wafted from that time, and to my great fur- 
pxze hath been buried on the fpot where we 
"were, when the converfation paffed between vs. 
"When I vilited him in his ficknefs, he fecmcd 
tame as a wolf in a trap. O may God have turn- 
ed him into a fheep in his iaft hours ! 

This Iaft year is the worft I have had here — 

barren in convifitions, fruitful in backflidings. 

^ay this prove for us, and for you, the accept- 

^^Ic year of the Lord. I beg your prayers on 

.thisihalf. ^ 

- Ihave filled my page, but not with Jejus's 

^^c; let your heart contain what my letter 

^acte^ Ifejus and his precious blood — Jefus, and his 

'^fe, ^hnous Jdvation. Live to him, breatlie for 

:^^"in; buy, fell, eat, drink, read, v/rite for him. 

'^^^ceive him as yours altogether, and give him 

2j]pUr whole felf, with all that is around you. 

j'^^ifee us all, Lord, into thy gracious favour, 

**^i}Qp us with thy glorious image, and conduft 

"^^ to thy eternal kingdom! 

Prefent my Chriftian refpefts to Mrs. Hatton, 
Vour fifter, and all your friends, and accept 
ttic lame from your unworthy brother, L F. 



O 3 Madeley, 
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Madelcy, May, 1^66. 

Mifs Hatton» 

My dear Friend, 

T Am forry, after the manner of 
•^ men, that^you are ill, but glad 
in the Spirit, that the will of God takes place in 
you, and that he purges you, that you may 
oring forth more fruit • Now is the time for 
you to begin to be a Chriftian in good earneft — 
I mean, to follow the Man offorrows; and to do it 
as a lamb, who goes to the flaughter and opens 
not his mouth by way of complaint ; though as 
a Chriftian, I apprehend you may and ought to 
open it by way of praife. 

One advice I will venture to give you, or 
rather to tranfcribe for you out of Ifaiah — The 
bel'tevcr does not malie hajle^ to doubt, to hurry, to 
forecaft, and to reafon after the manner of 
men; — '* If I am a child of God, why am not 
I thus and thus?" Let Chrift, either fufFering 
for you, or ordering your fufferings, be fo eyed, 
that you may in a manner forget and lofe your- 
felf in hxvA ; or if a weak and pain'd body makes 
you think of wretched felf, let it be to lay it 
down with compofure at Jefus's feet, or to take 
up the burden of the crofs with cheerful refig- 
natioii. 1 hope to hear foon of your being re- 
covered in body and ftrengthencd in foul by 
this aifliftion. 

" Is any prayer acceptable to God, which is 
not the diftales of his own Spirit"? If you 
mean by the dictates of the Spirit, his influence 
on the mind tojhew us our wants, and upon the 
heart to make us dejlre a fupply of them : I anfwer, 

no; 
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too; for a prayer, which hath not, at leaft, the 
above mentioned qualities, is only a vain bab- 
bling. 

*• Does a believer always pray with the Spi- 
rit's affiftance"? Yes, when he prays as a believer ^ 
and not as a parrot: for at his loweft times, he 
has, mre or lefs, a fight of his wants, and a deiire 
to have them fupplied ; and this he could not 
have, did not the Spirit work upon his mind 
and heart. 

I hope you fink inwardly into nothings and 

through nothing into the immenjUy of God. I 

[ce a little, through mercy, into the beauty of 

» humiliation; I find the miniftry of condenina- 

f ^^liorious; and I love to take, every moment, 

[^ arjt out of Mol'es's hand, as well as the 

^tfiig out of Chrift*s. The Lord grant that 

^*°iiand I, and all our friends, may do it mure 

^^iingly and conftantly every hour! 

^ Alay the Phyfician of foul and body refrefli, 

v/^^ngthen, eftablilh, and thoroughly heal you, 

^^ the virtue of his blood and the word of his 

^J^Mrer! Bear well, and farewell. Your un- 

^^l:thy fervant, I. F. 



Madeley, May 27th, ijSG. 

-^ifi Hatton. 

My dear Friend, 

T Am glad to hear that tlie God 
^ -*■ of all mercy and grace has raif- 

I ^ you from the bed of ficknefs, where his love 
^^ confined you. It is good to fee his works J 
• ^e deep, and then to come and i\v\^4 y>^ 1 
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praifes in the land of the living. A touch of 
pain or licknefs I find always profitable to mf, 
as it rivets on my foul the thoughts of my no- 
thingnefs, helpleffnefs, and mortality; and fhews 
me in a clearer light, the vanity of all the tran- 
fitory fcenes of life. May your affliftions have 
the fame effeft upon you, as Jong as you live. 
May you be more fteadfaft than I am, to retain 
the deep impreifions, which God's gracious rod 
may have left upon your foul : and may you 
learn to lay yourfelf out more for the Lord, and 
to do whatfoever your hand findcth to do, with 
all your might; knowing, that there is no wif- 
dom, nor device in the grave, whither we are 
going. 

If a fparrow falleth not to the ground, nor a 
hair from our head, without our heavenly Fa- 
ther's leave, it is certain, that higher circum- 
ftances of our life are planned by the wife and 
gracious Governor of all things. This kind of 
faith in Providence, I find of indifpenfible ne- 
ceffity to go calmly through life> and, I think 
too, through death alfo* 

The coming of Mr. Wefley^s preacher's into 
my parilh gives me no uneafinefs: As I am fenfi- 
ble that every body does better, and, of courfc, 
is more acceptable than my felf, I Ihould be for- 
ty to deprive any one of a Dleffing; and / rejcnce 
that the work of God goes on, by any hjlrument, 
or in any place. How far it might have lieen ex- 
pedient, to have poftponed preaching regularly 

m my parilh, till the minifter of— had 

been reconciled to the invafion of his ; and how 
far this might have made my way fmoother^ I do 
not preteixd to determine: time will fliow it, 

and. 
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and, in the mean while, I find it good to have 
faith in Providence. 

1 fear 1 have left as great a ftink at Bath as 
Mr, Brown a fweet favour here. Every thin^ 
is o^ood to me that (hews me my unprofitablenels 
more and more; but I defire to grieve, that the 
good of my private humiliation is fo much over 
balanced by the lofs of many about me. — The 
Lord fill you with all peace* and joy in your 
foul, and with all ftrength and health in your 
body! My refpefts wait upon your mother and 
filler, and all friends. Farewell. I. F. 



Madeley, June 21ft, i^GS. 

Mils Hatton. 

My dear Friend, 

T Am much concerned to hear, 
^ by Mrs. Power, that you are fo 
weak; but my concern has greatly increafed, 
fince I was told, that the foundation of your 
illnefs was laid at Madeley, and I am afraid by 
my imprudence, in taking, you to the woman, 
with whom we received the facrament. I afk 
God's pardon and yours for it, and 1 hope it 
will be a means of humbling me, and making 
me more tender of my friends. 

The advice you give me about my health is 
feafonable: I hope to follow it, nor am I con- 
fcious to have neglefted it at all; however, I 
will endeavour, that there be not fo much as the 
fliadow of a call for repeating it. 

If the air at Wem does not agree with you, 
could you not come fo far as Madeley ? The 

remedy 
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jcmedy is often moft fuccefsfullv applied where 
the wound was given; and though I am no 
nurfe, tho' I have been the contrary of one to 
you, 1 hope we fhould wait upon you with more 
tendernels, than when you were here laft. Mrs, 
Power would nurfe you, and 1 would talk to you 
of the love of Jefus as well as I could. 

You know that I perceived your bodily weak- 
nefs when you were here, and charged you with 
what you cnarge me with, " a negleft of your 
body." If I was right, I hope you will foiJow 
yourfelf the advice you give me — I am fure you 
will — the burnt child will dread the fire for the 
time to come. 

With recrard to kneeling, you muft confider 
what your body can bear, without inconvenience 
to your health. To recover that, is your outward 
calling now: therefore, fo fplit the hair between 
the indolence of nature and the weaknefs of 
your body, that neither of the two may be in- 
creafed. 

Offer yourfelf to God for life or death, for 
eafe or pain, for ftrength or weaknefs. Let 
him chufe and refufe tor you; only do you 
chufe him for your prefent and eternal portion. 
I want you to be a little bolder in venturing 
upon the bofom of our Lord : we lofe (I for 
one) much fweetnefs, and many degrees of ho- 
linefs, in being (hy of the Friend, the loving 
Friend of finners. Pray, for God's fake, don t 
forget that your Phyfician is your Hujband. The 
joy of the Lord as well as his peace f'V& to be your 
Jlrengtiu Love is a paffion that wants to be 
ftirred 2 do it in all calmnefs — " I will love him, 
♦< I da love him little, I Ihall love him mud, be- 

«< caufe 



«• caufehehas firft loved me &c:" ply, I pratr 
you, this fwect gofpel taflc. Accuftoni yourrelf 
to look upoa your body as the temple of the 
Holy Ghoft, and meet him in your heart by 
fimple recolleftion, and a fteady belief of thcie 
gofpel truths, " He is here," " he is in me 
&c :" nor do you let them go for any thine you 
do feel, or you do not feel. May God bJefs, 
comfort, eftablilh, and raife you! Farewell: 

I. F. 



Madeley, July—— 1766, 

Mifs Ireland. 

My very dear Friend, 

T*^HE poor account your father 
■*■ has brought us of your health, 
and his apprehenfions of not feeing you any 
more, before that folemn day when all people, 
nations, and tongues (hall ftand together at the 
bar of God, make me venture (together with 
my love to you) to fend you a few lines; and 
my earneft prayer to God is, that they may be 
bleflfed to your foul. 

Firft, then, my dear friend, let me -befeech 

f^ounot to Hatter yourfelf with the hopes of 
iving long here on earth. Thcfe hopes fill us 
with worldly thoughts, and make us backward 
to prepare for our change. I would not, for the 
world, entertain fuch thoughts about myfelf, 
I have now in my pariih, a young man, who 
has been thefe two years under the (urgeon's 
hand. Since they hive given him up, which is 
about two months ago, he has fled to the Lord, 

and 
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and found in him, that faving health which 
fui-pafles a thoufand times that which the furge- 
ons flattered him with; and he now longs to 
depart and be with Chrift which is far better. 
To fee the bridge of life cut off behind us, and 
to have done with all the thoughts of repairing 
it to go back into the world, has a natural ten- 
dency to make us venture forward to the foot 
of the crofs, 

2dly. Confider, my dear, how good the Lord 
is to call you to be tranfplanted into a better 
world, before you have taken deeper root in this 
finful world: and, if it is hard to nature to die 
now, how much harder, do you think, it would 
be, if you lived to be the mother of a family, 
and to cleave to earth by the ties of many new 
relations, fchemes of gain, or profpefts of hap- 
pinefs? 

3dly. Refleft, by your illnefs, the Lord, 
who forecafts for us, intimates long life would 
not be for his glory, nor your happinefs. I be- 
lieve, he takes many young people from the evil 
to come, and out of the way of thofe temptati- 
ons, or misfortunes, which would have made 
them miferablc in time and in eternity. 

4thly. Your earthly father loves you much ; 
— ^witnefs the hundreds of miles he'has gone for 
the bare profpeft of your health : but, my dear, 
your heavenly Father loves you a thoufand 
times better; and he is all wisdom, as well as all 

foodnefs. Allow, then, fuch a loving, gracious 
ather to chufe for you; and, if hechufes death, 
acquiefce, and fay, as you can, Good is the will of 
the Lord, his choice muft be beft ! 
5thly« Weigh the finfulnefs of fin, both 

original 
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^iririnal and aftual, and firmly believe the wages 

of fin is death. This will make you patiently 

Accept the punifhment ; efpecially, if you cond- 

dcr, that Jefus Chrift, by dyiug for us, lias 

taken away the fting of death, and turned the 

pave into a paffage to a blefled eternity, 

6thly. Try, my dear, to get nearer to t]ie 

icar Redeemer. He liaih delivered us from the airfe 

«f ike law, being made a curfe for us* He hath 

Jpenched -the wrath of God in his atoning 

olood. By his atoning blood, by. his harmlels 

We, and painful death, he has latisfied all the 

ifimands of the law, and juftice of God ; by his 

Kfunreftion he aflerted the full difcharge of all 

^ fpiritual debts ; by his afcenfion into hea- 

JI^Hi where he is gone to prepare us a place, he 

^^cned a way to endlefs glory. By liis 

Pj^^emd interceflion, and the merits of his 

^Mx// which plead continually for us, he keeps 

^t way open; and. to encourage us, he afl'ures 

% He is the way^ the truths and the life, and that^ 

^.Cd^Ao comes to him, he will in no imfe cajl out. He 

T^ildly offers reft to the heavy laden, pardon to 

J^e guilty, ftrength to the feeble, and life to 

^he dead. You know his words, / am the re- 

l^^reaion, and the life ; he that believeth on me, though 

J^iwere dead, yet Jhall he live; and he that liveth, and 

^heveth in me, Jhall never die. 

ythly. When you have confidered your loft 
^te, as a finner by nature, together with the 
P"eatnefs, the fulnefs, the freenefs, and fuitable- 
Jpfs of Chrift's falvation, and when you have 
^^Igently viewed the glories and charms of his 
Perloa, believe in him. Without any ceremo- 
P nyt 
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ny, chufe him for your Phyfician, your Huf- 
band, and your King. Be not afraid to venture 
upon and truft in hiin ; caft yourfelf on him in 
frequent afts of reliance, and flay your foul on 
him by means of his promifes. Pray much for 
faith, and be not afraid of accepting, ufing, and 
fhaaking God for a little. The fmoking tlax he 
will not quench ; only pray hard, that he would 
blow it up into a blaze of light and love. 

8thly. Beware of impatience, repining, and 

Seevilhners, which are the fins of fick people, 
e gentle, «ify to be pleafed, and refigned as 
the bleeding Lamb of God. Wrong tempers 
indulged, grieve, if they do not quench, the 
Spirit. 

gthly. Do not repine at being in a flrange 
country, far from your friends; and, if your 
going to France does not anfwer the €nd pro* 
pofed to your body, it will anfwer a fpiritual 
end to your foul. God fufFers the broken reeds 
t>f your acquaintance to be out of your reach, 
that you may not catch at them, and that you 
may, at once, caft your lonefome foul on the 
bolom of Hira, who fills heaven and earth. 

lothly. In praying, reading, hearing any 
perfon read, and meditating, do not confult 
feeble, fainting, weary fleftj and blood; for at 
this rate, death may find you idle, and fupine, 
inftead of ftrivin^ to enter in at the ftrait gate; 
and when your Ipirits and vigour fail, remem- 
ber, that the Lord is the ftrength of your life, 
and your portion for ever. O death, where is 
thylling? Thanks be to God, who giveth us 
the viftory, through Jefus Chrift our Lord! 

Many pray haid for you, that you may ac- 
quit 
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^uit yourfelf living or dying, in cafe or in pain^ 
as a wife virgin, and as a good foldier of Jefus 
Chrift; but, above ail, Jefus, the Captain of your 
ialvation, and the High Prieft of your profeflion, 
intercedes mightily for you. Look to him, and 
be laved, even from the ends of France. To 
his pity, love, and power, I recommend you. 
May he blefs you, my dear friend — lilt up the 
light of his countenance upon you, and give 
you peace and courage, repentance, faith, hope, 
and patient love, both now and evermore! I 
am your affectionate, fincere friend, and fervant 
in Jefus, !• F. 

Madeley, July — — 1765; 

James Ireland £fq. 

My very dear Friend, 

\r OUR abfence made me poll- 
^ pone thanking you for all 
the kindnefs you fliewed me when at Briftol; 
and, to lay me under ftill greater obligations^ 
you have fent me a hamper full of wine, and 
broad cloth; as if it were not enough to adorn 
and cover the outfide, but you muft alio waro^ 
and nourifli the infide of the body. 

To this you have added a kind, but melan- 
choly letter from Dover. Melancholy I Hiy, 
as well as kind, by the account it gives of the 
worldlinefs of our Proteflant brethren abroad, 
and of the little hope you have of feeing your 
daughter again. My reafon for not anlwering 
it immediately was the hope of lending by 
ibme friexxds going to BriftoH-su^d now, I have 
P 2 ^' - t the 
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the opportunity of telling you, without farther 
delay, that you (hould have a little mercy on 
your friends, in not loading them with fuch 
T)urclens of beneficence. * How would you like 
to be loaded with kindneffes you could not re- 
turn? Were it not for a little of that grace^ 
wkich makes us not only willing, but happy to 
be nothing, to be obliged and dependant, your 
prefent would make me quite miferable. But 
the mountains of divine mercy, which prefs 
down my foul, have inured me to bear the hills 
of brotherly kindnefs. 

I fubmit to be clothed and nourifhed by you, 
as your fervants are, without having the happi- 
neis of ferving you. To yield to this is as hard 
to friendfhip, as to fubmit to be faved by free 
grace, without one fcrap of our own righteouf- 
nefs. However, we are allowed, both in religi- 
on and friendlhip, to eafe ourfelves by thanks 
and prayers, till we have an opportunity of do- 
ing it by aftions. I thank you then, my dear 
friend, and pray to God, that you may receive 

his benefits as 1 do yours ! ^Your broad cloth 

can lap me round two or three times ; but the 
mantle of divine love, the precious fine robe of 
Jefus*s righteoufneis, can cover your foul a thou- 
sand times. The doth, fine and good as it is, 
will not keep out a hard ftiower; but that gar- 
ment of falvation will keep out even a Ihower 
of brimftone and fire. Your cloth will wear 
out, but that fine linen the righteoufnefs of the 
faints, will appear with a finer luftre the more it 
is worn. The moth may fret your prefent, or 
the taylor may fpoil it in cutting; but the pre- 
fent, which Jefus has made you, is out of the 
:. reach 
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^ $aA of Ihe (poller, and ready for prefent wear ;. 
i»t is there any fear of cutting it out wrongs 
for it is feamlels, woven from the top throu^ii- 
lOatf'with the white unbroken warp of thirty 

f'~ Ihiec years perfect obedience, and the red weft 
of his agony and fufferings unto deuth. 
Hem, my dear friend, let me befeech you to 
? iccept of this heavenly prefent^ as I accept of 
I |wir earthly one* I did not fend you one 
, arthing to purchafe it ; it came unibught, un- 
/ «lkcd,unexpefted, as the Seed of the woman; 
tod it came juft as I was fending a taylor to buy 
&e feme cloth for a new coat; immediately f 
ftopthim, and I hope when you next fee mc, it 
^bcin your prelent* — ^Nowletjefus fee you 
mhtt. Walk in white, adorn his golJDel, while 
^beautifies you with the garment of falvation. 
•Accept it freely ; wear no more the old rufty 
^t of nature and felf-righteoufnefs, — lend no^ 
^^re to have it patched,* make your boail of 
'^ unbought liiit, and love to wear the livery 
?^Jefus.. You will then love to do. his work; 
*^ will be your meat and drink to doitf and 
J*^3t you may be vigorous in doing it, astihall 
T^fee a little of your wine for my Itomach's fake,. 
^ke you a good deal of the wine of the king- 
^Om for your foul's fake- Every promilb of the 
ff^fpel is a bottle, a caik that has. a- Ipring with-, 
^» and can never be drawn out.. But draw the' 
. ^^rk of' unbelief, and drink abundantly, O- be- 
^^ed, nor be afraid ot inioxication ; and if aa 
P 3 inilanif- 

^^r. Fletcher's- generous fiiend haH kindly req^xftcl him nofi 
-j^ *^d hi cout to bcjin.dicd ,- Lcocc ihis m- eu^ui> auu A\<.c\!\£)iL»- 
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inflammation follows, it will only be that of 
divine love, 

I beg you will be more free with the heavenly 
wine, than I have been with the earthly, which 
you fent me. 1 have not tafted it yet, but 
whofc fault is it? Not yours certainlj^, but 
mine. If you do not drink daily fpiritual 
health and vigour out of the cup of falvation, 
whofe fault is it? Not Jefus's, but yours; for 
he gives you his righteoufnefs to cover your 
nakednefs, and the confolations of his Spirit to 
cheer and invigorate your fouU Accept and 
ufc. Wear, drink, and live to God. That you 
may heartily and conftantly do this, is my 
fincere prayer for you and yours; efpecially 
your poor daughter, whom I truft you have re- 
iigned into the hands of him, to whom fhe is 
nearer than to you. The wife Difpofer of all 
things knows what is beft for her. The hairs 
of her head, much more the days of her life, 
are all numbered. The Lord often deftroys 
the body, that the foul may be faved : and if 
this is the cafe here, as one may reaionably 
hopf , you will not iky unto the Lord, •* PVhat 
doejl thou?** But fay with the father, who loft 
. two fons in one day, •" It is the Lord, let him do 
whatfoever he pleafeth;* or with him, who loft 
ten children at owt ftroke, " The Lord gave, and 
the Lord taceth away, and blejfed be the name of the 
Lordr Adieu. I. F. 
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Madeley, July 17th, 1766. 

Mils Hatton. 

My very dear Friend, 

T Want to hear of you, if I can* 

^ not hear from you by a line. 

The laft account I had of your Rate of health 

was a very poor one. What hath the Lord 

done for your body lince ? 

My dear friend, we are all going the way of 
all tiefli ; and though you are more fenfible of 
the journey in your body than I am at prefent, 
yet I follow you, or perhaps you follow me» 
1 often feel a defire to bear your load for you ; 
but the impoflibility of this makes me rejoice, 
that Jefus, who does not faint as I might do, 
will and docs carry both you and your burden. 
By a firm, unlhaken faith, you know, we caft 
our fouls upon Jefus, and by that power, where- 
by he is able to fubdue all things to hipifelf, he 
receives and bears tiiat which we commit to 
him. 

That this faith may be the finner on our part, 
let it be rational as well as affeftionate; affedion^ 
ate as well as rational. God is good : he docs 
not want us to take his word without proof* 
Wliat expetftation^s of the dear Meffias from the 
beginning of the world! What amazing chains 
of miracles and wonders were wrought in fa- 
vour cf that people and family, from which he 
was to come I What prophecies fulfilled, that 
we might rationally believe! What difpl^ys 
of the Godhead, in that heavenly Man, Chnft 
Jefus! In him dwelt ^ of a truth, the fulnefs of the 
Godhead bodily — You fee Uie power of God in 

his 



his miracles; the goodnefs of God in his cha- 
rafter; the juftice and mercy of God in hii 
death ; the truth, and faithfulnefe^ and glory of 
God in his refuireftion,. in the coming of his 
Spirit, and the preaching of his everlafting gof- 
pel. O, my friend, we may believe rationally: 
we may with cahn attention view the emptinels 
of all other religions^ and the fuhiefs of affur- 
ance that ours affords. — And ihall we not be- 
lieve affe^onately alfo? Let us ftir up ourfelves 
to love this Jelus, who hath given himfelf to us 
with all his blood, all his grace, and all his 
glory. Come, give him your whole Joidj my 
dear friend, and uke him with all his pardons, 
all his love, all his ftrength. If he wants you 
to embrace him in his faints bloody fwcat, or in 
his wracking tortures on the crofs. draw not 
back — love him, love him, and let not the grave 
frighten you: it is good to dropt our clay in his 
quiet fepulchre, and to follow him on the wings 
of faith and love, without a clog of fickly fleih, 
to heaven. He died for us, ana rofe againj thatt 
whether we live or die, we might be together with him : 
to us to lix/e is Chrijl, and to die gain* He hath 
blotted ou t 

I am happily interrupted by your kind letter. 
Blefled be God for the profpefl of recovery you 
pcntion! All is well that Jefus does: Cck or 
well, living or dying, we will be Jefus's. 

With regard to your complaint of flothful- 
nefs, your body cannot hear the ftrong exer- 
tions of a wreltling faith; therefore, you are 
called, I apprehend, with a calm confent to accept 
of the go {pel tidings, and, with, the auietneis of 
a child at the breaft, to fuck the milk of divine 

conibla- 
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tonrolation* Inward, loving, believing recol- 
Waion and refignation is the path, into which 
our dear heavenly Friend wants now to lead 

S, Be faithful, be bold to follow where he 
s: make no words — no unbeUeving xnfords^ and 
sdl will be well. Farewell in body and foul. 

I. F. 

Madeley, July 28th, 1766, 

Mifi Hatton, 

My dear Friend, 

j T Hear ftill a very indifferent ac- 

.. , •*- count of your health. I ftand 

^ Anibt as to your bodily life ; but it is in the 

^^ofjefus, and Jefus is wiie, Jefus is good, 

J^iitt is almighty: he will, therefore, difpofe of 

/^" for the beft. While you fee the fcales 

. jJ^ering, and it may be that of life flowly de- 

ceding towards a quiet grave, calmly look at 

^^^'f and when the feebleuefs of your fpirits 

^vents you from crying out, in extatick love, 

^.-twrf cmd my God! let your devoted, refigned, 

J^^ent heart ftill whiiper, Thy will be done! 

* our laft letter raifed my hopes of your reco- 
^y* Mr, Perry, who faw you fmce, damps 
,^ni again: but whether we live 9 we live to the 
^d^ or whether we die, voe.die to the Lord. Not 
•^ law^j of righteoufnefs that we have done, but ac-^ 
£ ^^ng to his mercy hefaveth us : Glory be to God 
• ^ his unfpeakable gift! Jefus remembers you 
^ his all-prevailing interceffion — and, I might 
^d, I do in my prayers, if the weight of a 
*^^cing mote defeived to be mentioned, after 

that 
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that bleflednefs to yourfelf, Nfeverthelcfs I 
drop my upbraidings not to lofe that time in 
them wnich I fliould fave to thank you, and to 
praiie Jefus. I thank you, then, for all" your 
favours, but above all for your fecret prayers 
for a poor, unworthy, unprofitable wretch, who 
deferves neither the name of a Minifter, nor of 
a Chriftian. If you are fo kind as to continue 
them, (which I earneftljr beg you will) I be- 
feecTi you pray, that I may have power to tarry 
at the footftool of divine mercy for a day of 
Pentecoft, till I am endued with power from on 
high for the work of the miniftry, and the 
bieifings of Chriftianity. 

I know not whether I am wrong in this re- 
fpeS, but I expert a power from on high to 
make me what I am not— an inftrument to fhew 
forth the praifes of the Redeemer, and to do 
fome good to the fouls of my fellow creatures. 
Until this power comes, it appears to me that I 
fpend my paltry ftrength in vain, and that I 
might as well fit flill. But I know I muft keep 
rowing tho* the whid be contrary, till Jefus 
comes walking upon the waters, tho' it were in 
the laft watch of the night. ^ 

You fee that while you praife on the top of 
the mountain, I hang my untuned harp on the 
mournful willow at the bottom. But Jefus was 
in Gethfemane as well as on Tabor, and while 
he bleffes you, he fympathizes with me. But 
this is fpeaking too much about felf; good and 
badkl£tavdthc equally denied, and He that is 
the fulnefs of Him who fills all in all, muft fill 
my thofughts, my defires, my letters, and my all. 
Come then. Lord, come and drop into our fouls 

. as 



as the dew into.GicJeon's fleece; drop thy blef- 
fing on thefe lines, and may thy fwcet name, 
Jesus, Emmanuel, God with us, be as oint- 
ment »nd rich perfumes poured upgn my dear 
Sifter's foul! Spread thy wings of love over her ; 
reward her an hundred fold in temporal and 
fpiritual bleflings, for the temporal and fpiritual 
mercies fhe hath beftowed upon me as thy fer- 
vant; and vouehfafe to make and keep me fuch! 

I want you to write to me what you think of 
the life of faith, and whether you breathe it with- 
out interruption; whether you neifet leave that 
rich palace — Chrift, to return to that dungeon, 
felf; what your feelings are when faith is at 
its lowejl ehOy and when it afts moflpoztferfully? 
I fhpuld be glad alfo if you would*, anlwcr thefe 
queftions — ^What views have' you of another 
world? What fenfe have you of the- nearnefs 
of Chrift ? What degree of fellowfliip with the 
fouls neareft your heart? What particular in- 
timations of the will of God in intricate af- 
fairs, and material fteps? And whether you 
can reconcile the life of faith with one* wrong 
temper in the heart ? " ' * • ; 

If you are fo good as tp anfwer thelb queftioils" 
2it large, you will oblige me more, than if you 
were to fend me 200 waiftcoats and as many 
pair of ftockings. — Jefus is life, love, power, 
truth, and rightebufnefs.- Jefus is ours; yea/ 
he is over all, through all, and in us all. May 
we fo fathom this myftery, and fo evidence the 
reality of it, that m^ny may fee, and fear, and 
turn to the Lord! My kind love and thanks 
wait upon your Sifters &c. Farewell in Jefus. 
Pray for your obliged, unworthy fervant, I. F. 
Q, Mideley, 



t *8iJ I 

Madeley, Sep* iy66. 

Mifs Hatton. 

My very dear Friend, 

/^ OD wonderfully fupports your 
^^ tottering clay, that he may 
fill up what is lacking in your faitli. Ccmcur 
with the merciful defign: arife in fpirit, fbalre 
off the duft of. earthly thoughts, put on your 
glorious apparel-^put on, every moment; the ^ 
Lordjefus Chri/l. Bare to believe-*on Chrift 
lay hold; wreftle with Chrift in mighty, or even 
in feeble, prayer. He hrcakB not the hruifed 
reed; let the reed be grafted, by fimple faith, ii^^ 
the true vine, — ^in .the tree of life, and it wil"^ 
bring forth glorious fruity not only refignatiGi^^ 
but power to welcome the King diunnea of h. x« 
terrors, and turned into a meffenger of joy, aiXcf 
a guide, under Chrift, to heavenly hap^neCs* 
Let not one feeble breath pafs, without carry- 
ing an aft of defire, or of faith towards Chrift* 
Beftir yourfelf to lay hold on God, and when 
you find an ahfolute want of tawer^ be you tli^ i 
more careful to lie at the ieet of Him, wh^ 
hath all power given him in earth and heavcH 
for you. Farewell, my dear friend, that is, b^ ■ 
found in Chrifj; for there only can we .fareweli# 
whether we live or die. I. F* 



Madeleyi 



[ iSy] 

Madeley,Jan« 9th, t'jC'j. 

Ui{& Hatton* 

My dear Friend, 

'THE alteration for the worfc I 
■*• difcovefed in your health, the 
to time I had the pleafurc of feeing you, makes 
»« fit down to take a furvey with you of our 
'(iproaching diffolution. The dream of life 
Wl kon be over ; the morning of eternity will 
fconfucceed. Away then with all the Ihadows 
<*tHBe. Away from them to the Eternal Sub^ 
J^»--t0 3^/aj, tkejtrjl and the lajtj by whom^ and 
fr wfc», all things ctmfyt. 
We fend on the (bore of a boundlcfs ocean : 
\ j^ Kke a lion, comes to break our bones ; 
*Ju$ quietly ftrip ourfehres of our mortal robes, 
^ffcmay do with us, as the Lord iliall per- 
^ In the mean while^ let us ftep into the 
?'«; Chrift is the ark* My dear friend, believe 
^Jcfus: believe that your fins, red as crimfon, 
■^Pmadc white as fnow, by the fuperior tinfture 
jf his blood* Believe yourfeli into Chrift. 
«y finple faith, believe tnat he is your ever- 
ting Head; nor can you believe a lie, for 
^ hath given that dear Saviour to the worft 
^finncrs, to be received by a lively faith; and 
Mh declared, that it fliall be done unto us, ac- 
. ^ding to our faith. If you limply take .Tefus to 
f fc^your head, by the myftery of faith, you will 
^united to the refurreciion and flie life. The 
tttemefs of death is paft, my dear friend. 
(hhf look to Jefus: he died for you — died in 
jour place — died under the frowns of Heaven, 
that we might die under its ifiiiles. The head 
Q 2 was 
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**ra$ fhruclc ofr,^that the members might be fpa- 
Ted. Stand, then, in him; be found in him; 
plead that he hath wrought a finlefs righteouf- 
mefs for you, enji hath more than fuflSciently 
atoned for you, by his cruel fufFerings and ig- 
'nominious death. Regard neither unbelief nor 
.doubt; fear neither fin nor hell; chufe neither 
life nor death: all thefe are fwallowed up in 
the iramenfity of Chriftj and triumphed over in 
his crofs, ' Iklieve, that he hath made an end 
.of fin, that you are comely in him, that you are 
•pardoned,. accepted, and bJcloved of God* in the 
otie Mediator, Jefus Chrift^ Reafon not with 
tJie law, but onlv with. Him, who fays, Come^ and 
'.let us rejfon togetner; though your Jtns be as fcarlet^ 
'theyjhall he as white as fnow. Fight the good fight 
*of faith. Hold faft your, confidence in the 
atoniag, fanftifying blood of the Lamb of God ; 
through his blood the Accufer of the brethren 
is cafl out. - Confer no more with flefh and 
blood. Hunger and thirft after righteoufnefs ; 
cat the flefli and drink the blood of the Redeem- 
'er; aud Jive in Chrift, that you. may die in 
.iiim. Up, and be doing the work gf God. Be- 
lieve in rilm, whom he hath fent: ;kifs the Son 
■left.he be angry; grafp him, as -one, who hath 
fallen into deep waters, grafps the branch that 
hangs over him, .... 

O Humber no more! . Go meet the Bride- 

f* room. ; Behold, he cometh! .TriiQ.your lamp.; 
bid up the veflel of your heart to the ftream- 
angj* wounds of jefus, and it Ihall be filled with 
the oil of peace and gladnefs. Quit yourfelf 
'4ike a foldier' of Jefus. Look back to the world, 
'ifajp things/ anci fiieixds ^bout you' no more. I 

entreat 



^nthfor- jwr, as a trompanion in tribulation, I charge 
y^f as a mlnifter, go^ at every breath you draw, 
according to the grace and fK>wer given you, ta 
the I^Iiylician, who gives no body over — that 
' fays, ^m that cometh unto me^ I will in no vuije cajt 
out; and, he that believeth in mCf tho* he were dcadp 
yetficril he live. 

£'&x- long there will he time no more. O my 

friend ! ftir up yourfelf to lay hold on him by 

faith 2ind prayer; and let not thofe few fands^ 

that jnemain iu your glafs^ flow without the 

blood of Jefus. They are too precious to be 

ottered up to flothful flefh, which is going to 

towa out its immortal inhabitant. Gladly refign 

W^ duft to the duft whence it was taken^ and 

yoi* fpirit to Him who gave and redeemed it. 

J^t to him, in fpitc of fle(h and bloody of 

*^ and unbelief; and joyfully fmg the be- 

*J^Cr*B fong, deaths where is thyjiing? grave ^ 

**^e is thy vi&Sf? thanks be to God, who giveth 

^^^efiiiloryt through our Lord Jefus Chrijll Let 

your furviving friends rejoice over you, as oae 

yjthful unto death — ab one triumphing in death 

I am juft informed ^f ilear Mifs Fragena's 
■■^^^tb. She caught a fever in vifiting the jjoor, 
'^cfe of that diftemper, and lived a week to Itaucl 
^^cl rejoice in 4y^g p^iins. As ihe lived., ilie 
j^^d, — a burning and a Ihining light, i'er 

iT^S you will meet her in Abraham's bofom, 
y^^nce fhe beckons you to follow her as liie 
^ilcwcd Chrift. Be of good cheer, be not a- 
•^^^icl: .the fame God, Avho heljjed her, wili 
ff^^y you througlu Your buiinefs is to coni- 
•"^^idjouifelf .to him— % to keep fafe that 
^3 wjiick 
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vihich you commit to him unto tliat day, Ta 
'his faithfulnefs and love I commend you; and 
am, My dear friend, yours in him, !• F. 



Madeley, Jan^ 30th, 1767* 

Mrs. Hatton. 

Dear Madam, 

T Heard la-ft night the news of 

^Mifs Hatton's death. As the 

flroke had long -threatned you, and as flie had, 

^hrd* mercy, loi-hg ago refigned herfelf to it ; { 

'hope it hath not found you without the fhield 

of refignation,. patience, and confidence in God* 

A fparrowt you know, falls not to the ground 

..without his perm iffion,. much Jefs can a member 

of his Son fall into .the grave without his di^ 

^eftion. Surely his wifdom is infallible: he 

4iath chofen the be.tter part both for you and 

your daugliter.; Tie hath chofen to take her out 

<j0T her milery, to trandate hex to tlie place where 

•the weary are at reft, and to give you, by re- 

anoviug her, an opportunity of caring for your 

foul., as you cared for her body. 

Now, what have you to do. Madam, but to 
;put your hand tipon your mouth, and fay, // is 
•the Lord :i he gave ^ ana he' hath ta^en away.; blefjed 
be his holy name I if you forrow, let it be in hope 
•of meeting her iopn, all glorious within and 
without, whom you Jately ww fuch a fpeftacle 
of mortality. David obferved , in the lelfon for 
this morning, that the Jove of Jonathan had been 
^better to him than the love^of women. O dwell 
jtiucli upon the confideration of the love of 

Jefus, 
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Jefus, and you will find that it far furpafles that 
..of the mod dutiful children : and comfort your- 
felf by the believing thought, that Jefus lives^ 
lives for yoUf and that your daughter lives in 
him ; where you will foon have the joy to meet 
. her as an incarnate angel. 

I am, with prayers lor you and Mifs Fanny^ 
to whom I wiih much confolation ia her elder, 
never dying Brother, Dear Madam, your uu- 
worthy obliged fervant in Chrift, !• F. 

Madeleyi Feb, lySy* 

James Ireland Efq, 

My very dear Friend, 

nr HE Lord v^rill fpaxe your daugh* 
■* ter as long as llie can get good^ 
3rnd do you and others good by the fight ot her 
fufFerings : when that cup is drunk up, fhe will 
-be willing to go, and you to let her go. Re- 
member ihe Js the Lord's much more than^ 
yours; and that what m^ call dying is only 
i>reaking the (hell of a troublefome body, that 
Chrift may fully come at the ker«el of the foul^ 
which he has bought. 

Poor Mifs Hatton died laft Sunday fortnight, 
full of ferenity, faith, and Jove. The four laft 
hours of her life were better than all her fick- 
nefs. When the pangs of death were upon her, 
the comforts .of the Almighty bore her tri- 
umphantly through, and fome of her laft words, 
were — ** Grieve not at my happinefs-^this. 
•** world is no more to me than a bit of burnt 
'•' ^paper-^Gracel Graced A finner faved! I 

** wifli 
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•* Mvifh I could teJl you half of what I Feci and 
^ fee — I am going to k^ep an everlafting Sab- 
*** bath — O Death, where is thv fHng? O grave, 
«• where is thy viflory? Thanks be to God* 
** who gwcth me the vi6lory, ihrowgh my Lord 
.♦* Jefus Chrifti" It is wry remarkable, that 
ihe had hardly any joy in her iiinefs ; but God 
^ade her ample amends in her extremity. He 
4ept the ftrongeft cordial for the time oTnced; 
he does all things welL Bleffed, for ever blef- 
fed, be his holy name i 

Worcefterfliire alfo lately loft a wife virgin 
of a truth, dear Mils Fragena, Mr. ^Biddulph's 
iUler. The morning before flie expired, Ihe 
faid, ** I have had a ftronger conflict laft night, 
•«« than I ever had in all my life ; it was lliarp 
•** and terrible ; but Jefus nath overcome, and 
^* he will alfo overcome for you and mer be of 
^^ good courage, beJieve» hope» love, and obey. " . 

I wifti you had often fuch meetings as that 
you mention,- every one fhould have as many 
thrufts at that looked ferpcnt, that holy Devil, 
fiigotry, as he can. If I can leave my parifh, I 
.fceiicve it will be to accompany Lady Hunting- 
don to the Goftien of our land, — ^Yorkfhire, to 
learn the love of Chrift at the feet of my bre- 
thren and fathers there. I am obliged to you 
for the prefent you mention : I have taken a- 
;gain to the xlrink of my country, water, which 
agrees well with me, and I fhall not wnt it for 
tnyfelfi if it is not feut, jiiminifh or ftop it ac- 
cording to this aotice* F^ewell ixi ihe Lord 
^fus* h £• 



Madeley:, 
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Madcley, Feb. 17674 



Mifs Brain. 



T Hope my friend Ird^pd will not 
-*• grudge me the room I take'-in his let- 
ter, to thank you for your laft. It is travelling 
about, feeking its fortune, as well, as the firft: 
who knows but before it comes home, it will, 
like a baited hook, bring a filh along with it* 
I hope you go on and profper, and do valiantly^ 
I am glad to fee the JLord leads you in the ex- 
alted way of exulting f?.itli, triumpliant hope, 
and rapturous love : mount higher and higher ; 
there is no fear of your lofing yourfelf, except 
it be in the boundlefs tracks of divine mercy, 
and on the eternal hills of redeemmg love; and 
to be loft there is to be happily found. I rejoice 
that you do not lofe fight ot the depth of hu- 
man mifery, and depravity out of Jefus. With 
this ballaft, the ftrongeft biafts of fpiritual rap- 
ture will never overfet you, I alfo thank Gpo, 
that your faith works by Ipv/e, and.th^t ypu love 
not in pen and word only, but in, deep and ia 
iruth: fee that you abound herein more and 
more. As I truft you love to do well to your 
neighbours bodies^ fee that you ufe well that of a 
neighbour of mine, whofe name is. Brain, and 
put her in remembrance to pray for h^r afieo- 
tionate brother and unworthy feprantj L F« 



Madeley« 
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Madeley, March 30th, fjCj. 

Jamos Ireland Efq* 

My very dear Friend, 

YESTERDAY I xecehed your 
^ kind letter, and your kind pre- 
ient about a month ago: it came £ife, and iff a 
large ftock for the poor and ine« The Lord 
return it you in living water; may it flow tikt? 
a never tilling ftreani through your ibuly and 
ibofe of all who are near <ind dear to you; thstt 
iSf not only thofe who belong to your 0Kn 
hoiifehotdy but alfo to the himfehold of EaLitb. 
What a pleafure to love alt, <md to be a weU 
wiiher taatll I am glad you keep up your can 
fholick meeting : a dozen of your way of think- 
hig and a6ting would break the legs of that 
thief. Bigotry, who reviles the crucified mem- 
bers of the cruciiied Jefws, God, who voucb- 
fafed to meet even Balaam, wlien he went to 
curie Ifrael, will not fail to bkfs you, when you 
go to blefs the fcattered Ifrael of our Chrift. 

To return to your piefent ; I return you my 
imcere thanks tor it, as well as for all your 
former favours, and for your kind offers of new 
ones. I have one to alk now, which is, that 
^you would ftay your hand, and allow me to 
confume and wrar out the old prefeiits, without 
overcharging me with new ones. I do not iay, 
ftay your heart; no, let the oil of prayer flow 
from the cruife of your foul for me and mine* 
till our poor velfcls are tilled with the oil of 
humble love. 

What you fay about Mifs Ireland's filling 
puts me xn mind of that worfe difeafe of my 

heart. 



l«att, the dropry dl felf. God gh^s mc good 

^yfick and Kooa food^ but inftead of digefting 

Wh properly, /c// retains what it fl-otild not. 

I/Hi inftead of remaining empty for frefh food; 

1 loliemy appetite, I fwell, and am good for no- 

tlung but another operation : May the Lord fo 

tupais, that all our fwelling may go down, and 

tctum no more! The good Samaritan, who is 

ilfo a good Ph3^ician, wants to tap you fpiritu- 

Jly by the bodily tapping of your daughter. 

Tohe cut in the fruit of our body is, fometimes, 

more painful than to be cut in our own body: 

inay both fhe and you reap the fruit of the 

faielsful operation whenever it takes place! 

i »a, with cordial affeftion, My dear Sir, your 

yew auch obliged, tlio* very unworthy fer- 

vioM. F. 



Madeley, April 27th, 1767. 

James Ireland Efq. 

My very dear Friend, 

T Have juft received your letter, 

"*■ upon my arrival from Wales, ■ 

with dear Lady Huntingaon, who is, of a truth, 

z tried Jlonef built upon the corner ftone; and 

fuch as vou have feen her, fuch, I am perfuaded 

Jrou will find her to the /flf/?— a foul devoted to 
efus, living by faith, going to Chrift himfelf 
by the fcriptures, inftead of refting in the letter 
of the gofpel promifes, as too many profeflbro 
do. ^ 

1 thank you for your care to procure not onljr ij 
a fupply for my church, but fuch an agrecaWeif -^ 

accept 



acceptable, and profitable one as Mr» Brown: 
I Icno"- none that ihould be more welcome than 
he. Tell him, with a thoufand thanks for his 
con Jefcenlion, that I deliver my charge over to 
liiiii fully, and give him a carte blanche, to do 
or not to do, as the Lord will direft hhii. I 
lijve fcLtled it, that I fliould endeavour to over- 
t.ikc my Lidy at Keppax in Yorkfhire againft 
thi? Suriday alter Whitluntide, 

I hi^e juft tiiiie to tell you, with regard to 
the Rriftol journey, that I muft come fint from 
the North, before I dream of going to the Southt 
GckI help us to (leer immoveably to the grand 
point of our falvation, Jefus the crucified: to him 
I recommend myfelf and you, and my noble 
gucfts. Love him, praife him, ferve him, vi^ho 
hath loved you, bought you, and died for you, 
I remain kc !• F, 



Madeley, July 30th, 1768. 

James Ircl-iiul Efu. 

My dciir Friend, 

T TNCERTAIN as I am, whether 
^ your d.iughter is yet alive, or 
whether the Lord hath called lier from this vale 
of darknefs and tears, I know not what to fty 
to you on the fubje6i, but this, that our hea- 
venly Father aopjints all things for the bcft- 
If her days of fuTering are prolonged, it i^^^ 
lio.ionr lier, with a conformity to the crucift^T^ 
Jeras; if they are (hortcned, (lie will havedrurj^ 
all licr cup of affli'-lion; and, I Hatter niyf<^^_^'^ 
tljat liie has found, at the bottom of it, not t» ^ 
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* bittcmefs and the gaul of her fins, but the ho* 
ney and wine of our divine Saviour's righteouf* 
nefs, and the confolations of his Spirit. 

I had lately fome views of death, and it ap* 
peared to me in the mod brilliant colours^ 
What is it to die, but to open our eyes after the 
difagreeable dream of this life, after the black 
deep in which we are buried on this earth? It 
is to break the prifon of corruptible fle(h and 
blood, into which fin hath caft us; to draw 
afide the curtain, to caft off the material veil, 
which prevents us from feeing the Supreme 
Beauty and Goodnefs face to face. It is to quit 
our polluted and tattered raiment, to be invefted 
with robes of honour and glory ; and to behold 
the Sun of righteoufnefs in brightnefs, without 
an interpofing cloud. O mv dear friend, hovr 
lovely is death, when we look at it in Jefus 
Chrift ! To die, is one of the greateft privileged 
of the Chriftian. 

If Mifs Ireland is ftill living, tell her, a thou* 
fand times, that Jefus is the refurreftion and the 
life; that he hath vanquifhed and difarmed 
death; that he hath brought life and immortali- 
ty to light; and that all things ate Otirs, whe- 
ther life or death, eternity or time. Thefe are 
thofe great truths upon which fhe ought to rilk, 
or rather to repofe her foul with full aifurance. 
Every thing is ihadow and a He, in comparifpu 
of the reality of the gofpel. , If your daughter 
be dead, believe in Jelus, and you flhall find her 
again in him, who fills all in all, who encircles 
the material and fpiritual world in his arms— 
in the immenfe bofom of his Divinity. 

I have not time to write to Mrs, Ireland; 
R ' but 
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bat I entreat her to keep her ptomife, and to 
inform me what viftories Ihe has gained over 
the world, the flelJi, and fin. Surely when a 
daughter is dead or dying, it is high time for a 
father and a mother to die to all things below, 
and afpire, in good earneft, to that eternal life, 
which God has given us in Jefus Chrift. Adieu, 
my dear friend. Yours, I. F, 

Madeley, 061. 14th, 1768* 

James Ireland Efq. 

My very dear Friend, 

T Think I told you at Trcvecka, 
-^ that we had no farmers at Ma- 
deley who feared God and loved Jefus. This 
generation among us are buried, in the furrows 
of their ploughs, or under the heaps of corn 
which fill their granaries. Now that I am on 
the fpot, I do not fee one who makes it neceffa- 
ry for me to change my opinion ;* Your bailiff 
cannot come from this Nazareth. 

If the laft efforts of. the phyficians fail with 
refpeft to Mifs Ireland, it will at leaft be a 
confolation to you, to know that they have been 
tried. When the laft reed fliall break under 
her hand, that will be the great fignal to her to 
embrace the crofs and the Crucified, the tree of 
life and the fruits it bears, which give everlaft- 
ing health and. vigour. When we confider 
things with an evangelical eye, we difcover that 
every thing dies. Things vilible are all tranfi-* 

tory; 

♦Thank God this is not »ow the charadcr of all the farmen 
of Madeicy \ Editor. 
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tory; but invifible ones abide for ever. If 
Chrift is our life and our refurreftion, it is of 
little importance whether we die now, or 30 
years hence: and if we die without embracing 
turn, by dying now, we (hall have abufed his 
Beicies 30 years lefs, than if we had lived fo 
many years longer. Every thing turns out 
well, both life and death, our own and that of 
thofe who are near to us, 

■ Prefent my refpefts to your fon, and tell him, 

that laft week I buried three young perfons of a 

malignant fever, who, on the lecond day of 

their illnefs, were deprived of their fpeech and 

fenfes, and, on the fifth, of their lives. Of what 

jyalare youth and vigour when the Lord lifts 

*i finger? And Ihall we fin againft the eter- 

^ power, the infinite love, the inexorable juf- 

^t and the immenfe goodnefs of this God, 

tio gives us, from moment to moment, the 

wrath which is in our noftrils? No— we will 

^ploy the precious gift in praifing and blefling 

this ggod God, who is our Father in Jefus 

Chriff. 

. I hope that you learn, as well as I, and better 
% I, to know Jefus in the Spirit. I have 
JDown him after the flefh, and after the letter ; 
jftrive to know him in the power of his Spirit, 
^nder the divine character of a quickening Spi-, 
JJf he is every where. All that live, live in 
jijn, and they who are fpiritually alive have a 
*^le life. The Lord give us this fecond life 
"tore abundantly! Yours, I. F. 



R 2 "NU^tVt^v 
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Madeley, Dec. 5th, 176& 

M'iTs JreUnd. 

.Myde^affliaed Friend, 

T Hear you are returned from the 
-*- laft iourney you took in fearch 
of bodily health. Vour heavenly Father fees 
fit to deny it you, not becaufe he hateth you, 
(for Mom the Lord loveth he chajleneth) but becaufe 
health and life might be fatal fnares to your 
foul, out of whicrh you could not efcape, but by 
tedious illnefs, and an early death. Who 
knows al(b, whether by all you have fufFered, 
and ftill fuffer, our gracious Lord does not in- 
tend to kill you to the flefti and to the world, 
and both to ^you? Befides, our hearts are fo 
ftupid, and our infenfibility fo great, that the 
Father of our Spirits fees it neceffary to put 
fome of his fharpeft, and longeft thorns into our 
fleih, to make us go to our dear Jefus for the 
balmy graces of his? Spirit, 

^ I believe fome are driven out of all the re- 
fuges of crafty, and indoJent nature, only by 
the neareft and iaft approaches of that faithful 
minifter and fcrvant of Chrift, — Death. Of this 
1 had a remarkable inftance no later than laft 
Monday, when God took to himfelf one of my 
poor afiii6led parilhioners, a boy of fifteen years 
yi age, who w^is turned out of the infirmary 
t\vo years ago as incurable. From that time he 
grew weaker every day by the running of a 
wound; but his poor foul did not gathet 
ftrength. In many refpefts one would have 
thought his afflictions were loft upon him. He 
feemed to reft more in his fuffcrings, and in his 
- -- patience 
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E'encc under theni, than in the SavioiirV 
xl and righteoufhefs. Being worn to a 
Ikeleton he took to his death bed ; where I found 
him the week before laft> with his candle burn- 
mg ill the focket,. and no oil feemingly in the 
wuel. I Ipent an hour in fetting before him 
the greatnefs of his guilt in this refpeA, that 
he had been fo long under the rod of God, and 
had not been whipt out of his carelefs unbelief 
to the bofom of Jefus Chrift. He fell under the 
boQviflion^ confefled that particular guilt, and 
hcgan to call on the Lord with all the earneft- 
Beis his dying frame would allow. This was. 
withc Wednelday; and on the Wednclday fol- 
lowing, the God who delivers thofc that are 
appointed to die^ fet one of his" feet upon the- 
lock, and the next Sunday the other. He had 
chictfy ufcd that iliort petition of the Lord's. 
jMayer^ TViy kingdom come; and fpent his laft hours 
m teftifying, as his ftrength would allow,, that 
fte kingdom was come, and he was going to the 
Kin?; to whom he invited his joyful, mournful 
mother to make the beft of her way after bin:-, 
fee or liK days before his death, my wicked^ 
unbelieving heart might have faid^ To what 
pwpofe hath God afflifted fo. long and fo hca-* 
^ily this poor worm? But the Lord Ihewed^. 
that he had been all that while driving the- 
§«ar of cotifiderauon and conviftion, till at laft 
^ touched him in a fenfible part,, and made him. 

3 to the Saviour in earnefi. And who ever 
led upon him in vain ? No. one.. Not evea 
that poor indolent collier boy, who for two,* 
years would not fo much as crols the way to heair 
* ^ preach. Yet how good was the Lord I be- 
R 3. caufe 
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Jefus on that account; on the contrary, ' takf 
advantage from it to give greater glory to Godf 
by believing, as Abraham, in hope a^ainjl hote% 
And let this be your greate^ comfort, that Je- 
fus, who had all faith and patience, cried out 
for you in his dymg moments — My God, my Godf 
why hafl thou forfaken me! As your ftrength will 
bear exertion, and his grace apprehended will 
allow, furrender yourfeljF conftantly to him as 
the purchafe of his blood ,| and invite him ear- 
neftly to you as a' poor worm perifliing without 
him. In this iimple,* goTpel way, wait the 
Lord's leifure, and he will comfort your heart. 
He will make all his goodnefs to pafs before 
you here, or take you hence to fliew you, what 
you could not bear in flelh aiid, blood, the di- 
reft beams of the uncrpated beauty of your hea- 
venly Spoufe. 

I hope you take care to hav^ little, or nothing 
elfe mentioned to and about you^ but his praifes 
and promifes. Your tongue and cars are goin^ 
to be filent in the. grave — now, or never, ufe 
tliem to hear and fpeak good of his name* 
Comfort your weeping friends. Reprove the 
backfliders. Encourage feekers. Water, and 
you fliall be watered. • Death upon you makes 
you, through Chrift, a mother in IfraeL Arife, 
as Deborah. Remember the prayirig, believing, 
preaching, though dying thiei: aA be not 
afraid to drop a word for him who openeth a 
fountain of blood for you in his dying tortured 
body. Suffer, live,, die, at his feet — and you 
will foon revive, fing, and reign in his bofom 
for evermore. Farewell in the Conqueror of 
death,, and Priact of X4fe, L F* , 

' ' ^ Maieley, 
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Madeley, March 26th, lyGg. 

Junes Ireland Efq, 

My dear Friend, 

'pHE Lord is defirous of ma- 
"*■ king you a true difciple of 
hhdcar Son, the Man ojJoTraws^ by fending >ou 
alBiftion upon alfliftion. A fifter and a wife 
ibo appear to haftcn to the grave, in which you 
kavefo lately laid your only daughter, places 

El m circumftances of uncommon aifliftion, 
t in this lee the finger of Him, who works all 
ttiall, andwho commands us to forfake all to 
fcUow him. Believe in him ; believe that he 
iocs all for the beft, and that all ihall work for 
pod to thofe who love him, and you ihall iee 
fflcfilvatian of God ; and, with your temptati- 
OMand trials, he fhall open a door of deliver- 
^ for you and yours. His goodnefs to youf 
«2uehter ought to encourage your faith and 
^ndcnce for Mrs. Ireland. Offer her upon 
fte alUr, and you (hall fee, that, if it be beft for 
*Jcr and you, his grace will fufpend the blow> 
'^hich threatens you. 

Your rich prefent of meal came laft week, and 

'hall be diftributed to the pious poor agreeably 

^ your orders, as a proof that Jeliis, the liberal 

"J^fog, the bfead of life is indeed rifen and lives 

^'^ his mdhbers, who mutually aid and comfort 

^^h other. We are happy to receive your 

5^^^^ty, but you ape more happy in beftowing 

*^ upon us; witnefs the words of Jefus — // is 

^^e hleffei to give, than to receive. Neverthelefs, . 

f^^eive by feith the prefents of the Lord, the 

^^*^ of his Spirit, and rcjeft not the bread 
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vhich Cometh down from heaven, becaufe the 
Lord gives it you with fo much love. Adieu, 
The God of peace be with you> and prepare you 
for whatever it lliall picaiie hmi to appoint! 
. I fiiali be obliged to go to Switzerland this 
year or the next, if 1 live, and the Lord per- 
mits, I have there a brother, a worthy man, 
who threatens to leave his wife and children to 
come and pay me a vifit, if I do not go and fee 
l^im myfelf. It is fome time fince our gracious 
God has convinced him of fin, and I have by 
me fome of his letters which give me great plea* 
fure : this circumflance has more wiit with me 
than the fettlement of my affairs. Your I. F, 



Madeley, May 27th, lyfig* 

James Ireland Efq. 

My dear Friend, 

T Sympathize with you with all 
-*- my heart, aqd I pray that you 
|Bay have patience and wifdom . proportioned to 
your difficulties. You muft take. up your croft, 
and pray in fecret, like a man whofe earthly 
cifterns are broken on every fide, and who hath 
need of confolation from feeling the fountain 
of living waters fpringing up in hfc foul unto 
eternal life. I have every momenlf need to 
follow the advice I give to you ; but my carnal 
mind makes ftrong refiftance. I muft enter into 
life by death : I muft be crucified on the croft 
of Chrift, before I can live by the power of hi* 
refurrcftion. The Lord give us grace to die tp 
Qurjelves; for it is not enougli to d,ie to our 
' " ' * relatives. 
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relatives. Bleffed indeed is that union with 
Jefus Chrift, by which a believer can caft upon 
that rock of ages, not only hi« burdens, but 
himfelf—Ahc heavieft burden of all. O Lord 
give us power to believe with that faith, which 
works by the prayer of confidence and love! 
I am &c I. F. 



Madeley, Dec. 30th, lyCp. 

James Ireland Efq. 

My dear Friend, 

T AST night I received your 
"^ obliging letter, and am rea- 
dy to accompany you to Klontpelier, provided 
ypu-will go with me to Nyon. I (hall raife 
about 20 guineas, and with that fum, a gracious 
Providence, and your purfe, I hope we ihall 
want for nothing: If the Lord fends me, I 
fhould want nothmg, tho' I had nothing, and 
tho* my fellow-traveller was no richer than 
myfelf. 

I hope to be at Brifl:6l foon to offer you my 
ferviccs to pack up. You defired to have a Swifs 
fervant, and 1 offer myielf to you in thit capa- 
city ; for I (hall be no more afliamed of ferving 
you, as far as I am capable of doing it, than I 
am of weaSng your livery. 

Two reafons, (to fay nothing of the pleafure 
of your company) engage me to go with you to 
Montpelier — a defire to vifit fome poor Hugo- 
nots in the S^juth of France, and the need I 
have, to recover a little French, before I go to 
converlc with my compatriots. 

The 
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The Prieft at Madeley is going to typen hit 
tnafs-hoofe, and I have declared war on that 
account laft Sunday, and propofe to ftrip the 
*7hore of Babylon and expofe her nakedncfs to 

orrow. All the Papifts are in a great ferment, 
and they have held meetings to confult on the 
occafion. One of their bloody bullies came to 
" pick up," as he (aid, a quarrel with me, and 
what would have been the confequence had not 
I providentially had company with me, I know 
not. How far more their rage may be kindled 
to morrow I don't know ; but I qucftion whe^ 
ther it will be right for me to leave the field in 
thcfe circumftances. I forgot to mention, that 
two of our poor ignorant churchmen are going 
to join the mafs-houfe, which is the caiife of my 
haying taken up arms alfo. Farewell* Yours 

I. F. 



Treveckajan. 13th, 1770, 

James Ireland Efq. 

My dear Friend,' 

' T Know not what to think of 
•* our journey. My heart fre- 
quently recoils; I have loft all hopes of being 
able to preach in French, and I think if I could, 
they would not permit me. I become more 
ftupid every day ; my memory fails me in a fur- 
priiing manner. I am good for nothing, but to 
go and bury myfelf in my parifh. I have thofc 
touches. of mifanthropy which make folitude my 
clement: judge, then, whether I am fit to gd 
into the world. On the other hand, I fear that 

your 



f 



[ zog] 

your journey is undertaken partly from com* 
plairance to me, and in confequence of the en- 
gagement we made to go together. I acquit 
you of youTpromifet and if your bufinefs does 
not really demand your prefence in France, I 
-beg you will not think of going there on my 
account. The bare idea of giving you trouble 
would make the journey ten times more dif- 
agreeable to me than the fealbn of the year. 

The day after I wrote to you, I preached tlic 

fermons againft popery, which I had promifed 

to my people: and Mr. S— t — ^r called out 

feveral times in the church yard as the people 

went out of church, that, " there was not one 

word of truth dn the whole of my difcourfe, and 

that he would prove it," and told me, that, 

*' he would produce a Gentleman, who (hould 

anfwer my fermon, and the pamphlet I had dif- 

tributed." I was therefore obliged to declare 

in the church, that I ftiould not quit England, 

and was only going into Wales from whence I 

would return foon to reply to the anfwer of 

Mr. S— t— r and the Prieft, if they fhould offer 

any. I am thus obliged to return to Madeley, 

b)^ my word fo publickly pledged, as well as to 

raife a little money for my journey. Were it 

not for thefe circumftances, I believe I fliould 

pay you a vifit at Briftol, notwithftanding my 

mifanthropy. 

The hamper, which you mention, and for 
which I thank you, provided it be the laft, arri- 
ved three days before my departure; but not 
knowing what it was, nor for whom it was in- 
tended, I put it in my cellar without opening it. 
I want tjie living water rather than cyder, and 
S righte- 
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righteoufnefs more than clothes. I fear, how- 
ever, left my unbelief fhould make me fet afide 
the fountain whence it flows, as I did your ham- 
per. Be that as it may, it is high time to open 
the treafures of divine mercy, and to feek in 
the heart of Jefus for the fprings of love, righ- 
teoufnefs, and life. The l2ord give us grace fo 
to feek that we may find, and be enabled to fey 
with the woman in the gofpel, / have found the 
piece ofjilver which I had lojt^ 

If your affairs do not really call you to 
France, I will wait until Providence and grace, 
{hall open a way for me ti the mountahis of 
Switzerland, if i am ever to fee them again. 
Adieu. Give yourfelf ce;Ao/(y to God. A divid*: 
ed heart, like a divided kingdom, falls naturally, 
by its own gravity, either into darknefs, or into 
fin. My heart's delire is, that the love of Jefus 
may fill your foul and that of your unworthy, 
and greatly obliged fervant, I. F. 

Mr.—- . 

My dear Friend, 

"jV/rY delay has, I hope, driven 
^^^ you to the liord who is our 
Urim and Thummim, whofe aniwers are infalli- 
bly true and juft. Not fo thofc of men: never* 
thelefs, the Lord generally helps us by each 
other: may he, therefore help you by thefe 
lines. 

You got fafe out of Egypt with gladnefs, and 
now ybu feem entangled in the wildernefs; but 
it may be needful for the trial of your faith, 
patience, felf-denial &c that you ftiould be 

left. 
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kft, for awhile, to feel your own barrcnners. 
•Therefore hold faft what you have, till the Lord 
comes with more; equally avoiding difcouraging 
thoughts, and Jlight indifference. Retire more 
inwardly, and quietly liften to what the Lord 
will fay concerning you ; refufing creature com- 
forts, and adling faith in God your Creator, 
Chrift your Redeemer, and the Spirit your 
Comforter. 

Vou have always a feeling, which, properly 

^^tended to, would make you Ihout, / cm, / am 

^^ of hell! I beg that this wonderful mercy 

?^^y not appear cheap to you : if it does, you 

"^ve got up, and muft come down; for it is 

p?pcr that the Lord fhould bring down your 

jP^^it, and keep you upon crumbs, till you hiive 

♦earned to be thankful for them. 

^ -At the firft reading your letter, thefe things 

'*nici me, (i) You are wanting in the venture 

r ^}^^^ • y^^ ^^ ^^^^ 8^^^ enough to that kind 

^\ implicit confidence in Chrift, which Htys, / 

f^''' trujl in tlieCf tho* thou Jlay me. Now this is a 

l^flon which you muft learn. Sink or fwim, a 

l^liever muft learn to caft liimfelf headlong 

V^^o the boundlefs fea of divine truth and love. 

^) You have not learned to hold faft what you 

^^vc,and to be thankful for it, till the Lord 

^I'Hes with more : till he baptizes you with the 

^oly Ghoft and with fire. {^) You do not 

^^ke a proper ufe of the joy of hope, which, nc- 

^^tthelefs, is to Le your ftrength, till the Lord 

^^^es to his temple to make his abode there. 

Adieu. I. F. 



S a Madeley, 
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Madeley, Sep. 6tK, 1772^ 

Mr. Htnry Brooke. 

Dear Sir, 

jJF to do was as prefent with 
•*• me, as to wifli, you would' 
have been half ruined in the Poftage of Letters. 
1 cannot tell you how often T have thought of 
thanking you for your kind letter. My con-* 
troverfy made me put it off fome time, and 
when I was going one day to anfwer you, a* 
clergyman called upon me, read your letter, 
faid you were a fenfible author, and if I would 
let him have it, he would let me have your 
Fool of Cj^cdity^ of which I had never heard. I 
forgot to-take your direftion, and my backward- 
ne& to writing had a very good excufe to in- 
dulge itfelf. However, it ceafes now: after 
fome months, my friend has fent me back your 
unexpeAed, but welcome favour. I tnovv irx 
what ftrcet you live; a thoufand thanks for it; 
and a thoufand more for the amiable charafter 
of your Harry, my kind, my new correfpon- 
dent. May this flieet convey them warm from 
my heart to yours ; and thence may they return 
like a thoufand drops into that immenfe ocean 
of goodnefs, truth, love, and delight, whence 
come all the ftreams, which gladden the Uni- 
verfe, and ravifh the city of God. 

I thankfully accept the pleafure, profit, and 
honour of your correfpondence. But I muft 
jiot deceive you: I l^avc not yet learned the 
blelTed precept of our Lord in refpeft of wri- 
ting and receiving letters*. I ftill find it more 
bleifed to receive f than to give; and till I have 

got 
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«)t out of that felfifhnefs, never depend on a 
letter from me till you fee it, and be perluadcd, 
neverthelefs, that one from you will always be 
^welcome. 

I fee, by your works, that you love truth, and 
that you will force your way through all the 
" barriers of prejudice, to embrace it in its nreaneft 
dicfs. That makes me love you. I hope to 
improve by your example and your Iclions. 
Oiie thing I want truly to learn, that is, that 
creatures and vifible things are but Jhadows^ and 
that God is God, Jehovah, tlie true eternal fub- 
ftance. To live prafticalJy in this truth is to 
live in the fuburbs of heaven. Really to be- 
lieve, that in God we live, move, and nave our 
bemgjis to find and enjoy the root of our ex- 
iftence: it is to flide from felf into our original 
prfnc^le, from the carnal into the fpiritual, 
from the vifible into the inyifible, from time 
wto eternity. Give me, at your leifure, fome 
direftions, how to ceafe from bufying mylclf 
»bout the huik of things, and how I Ihall break 
through the ihcll till I come to the kernel of 
wfurreftion, life and power, that lies hid from 
^ unbelievers fight. You mention, *• A fhort 
*^chof your path already paffed, and of your 
iwfent feelings:" I believe it will be profit- 
J^le to me for inftruftion and reproof; there- 
fore, I (hall gladly accept it. 

Pray, my dear Sir, about feelings; — Are you 
Pffefled of all the feelings of your Clinton^ 
■ pnient and Harry? Are they natural to you, 
*niean, previous to what we generally call con- 
verfion? I have often thought, that fome of 
^^ feelings, you defcribe, depend a good deal 
S 3 u^^j^asi 
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upon the finenefs oF the nerves, and bodiiy fSh 
gins: and, as I am rather of a Stoic turn, I 
have, fomctimes, comforted myfelf iii thinking, 
thjt my want of feelings might, in a degree, 
proceed from the dulnefs of Swifs' nerves^ If I 
ain not miftaken, Providence direfts me to you 
to have this important queftion folved. May 
not fomc perfons have as much true faith, lovfl# 
humanity, and pity, as others, who are ten time» 
more afFe^ed, at leaft for a leafon? And what 
dire^lions would you give to a Chriftian StoiCf 
if tliefe two ideas are not abfolutely incompiti- 
ble. My (loicifm helps me, I think, to weatkr 
out a ftorm of difpleafure, which my little pam- 
phlets have raifed againft me. You fee I at 
once confult you as an old friend and fpiritual 
cafuift , nor know I how to teftify better to you, 
how unrefervedly I begin to be, my very dear 
friend, Yours in the Lord.* I. F. 



Madeley, Feb. nth, 1773* 

Mr. Vaughan. 

Aly very dear Friend, 

yOUR kind letter I received i^ 

^ the beginning of the weel^"; 

and your kind pre fen t at the end of it. F^^ 

both I heartily thank you; neverthelefs, 
could wi(h it were your laft prefent, for I fti^ ^ 
it more bleffed to give than to receive, and i- 
point of the good things of this life, my bo^ 

do^ 

*Mr. FIcfcher, when he wrote the above, niiHook Mr. Hcni^ 
Jiiookc luiiior for Mr. lUuty ^loc^kx Stwlai^llic Auihor of il^ 
jFo.o/ of Quality. 
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does nBtwant much, and I can do wUk what it 
more conmion, and cheaper than the raritieft' 
you ply me witfa« 

Your bounty upon bounty reminds me of tho 
repeated m«raes of our God, They follow ene 
another a9 wave does wave at fea ; and all ta 
waft us to the pfeafing (hore of confidence and 
gratitude, where we c£i not only caft anchor 
hear, but calmly ftand on the rock of ages, and 
defy the rage of tempefts. But you complaiii, 
you are not there : billows of temptation drive 
you from the haven, where you would be, and 
you cry out ftill, wreiched man! who Ihall dci- 
liver me ? 

Here I wotild afk. Are yon willing, really 
mlting to be delivered? Is your fin, is the pre* 
valence of temptation,r a burden too heavy for 
'ou to bear? If it is, if your complaint is not a 
ind of religious compliment, be of good cheer, 
only believe. Look up, for your redemption 
draws near. He is near that delivers, that 
juftifies, that fanftifies you. Caft your foul 
upon him ; an aft of faith will help you to a 
lift, but one a& of feith will not do ; — faith mujt 
he our Ufe, I mean^ in conjuntlion with its Grand 
Obje^n You cannot live by one breath ; you 
muft breathe on, and draw the eleftrick, vital 
fire into your lungs, together with the air. 
So you muft believe, and draw the divine pow- 
er, and the fire of Jefu's love^ together with the 
truth of the gofpel, which is the blcffcd element 
in which believers live. 

My kind Chriftian love to Mrs* Vaughan. 
Tell her, I aaa filled with joy in thinking, that 
though we no more ferve the fame earthly ma- 
iler, 



T 
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ftcr, yet we ftill ferve the fame heavenly one; 
who will, e'er long, admit us to fit with Abra- 
ham himfelf, if we hold' faft oia: confidence to 
the end. 

Beware of the world. If you have loffes, be 
not caft down, nor root in the earth with more 
mi^ht and main to repair them. If profperity 
fmiies upon you, you are in double danger. 
Think, my friend, that earthly profperity is 
like a coloured cloud, which paUes away and is 
foon loft in the ihades of night and death. Be- 
ware of hurry. Martha, Martha, one thing is 
needful. Chufe it, ftand to your choice, and 
the good part Ihall not be taken from you by 
ficknefs or death. God blefs you and yoUrs 
with all that makes for his glory and your peace ! 
I am. My dear Friend, yours &c, I. F. 

Madeley, Sep. 21ft, 1 773* 

James Ireland Efq. 

My very dear Friend, 

T Do not hear from my bro- 
•*■ ther: my views of a journey 
abroad continue the fame. I have confidered 
what you fay about the . tranflation of mv Ap- 
peal; and, I think, I might from it take the 
hint and do it fome day: nay, I tried to turn a 

{)aragraph or two the day after I received your 
etter, but found it would be a difficult, it not 
an impoffible work for me. I am fure I could 
not do it abroad. On a journey I am juft like 
a cafk of wine— I am good for nothing till I 
have fome time to fettle. 

What 
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^af yon- fay about Mr. Wcfley adds wrighr 
o your Kind arguments ; but fuppofing he or 
lie people did not alter his mind, this would 
aot fufficiently turn the fcale in point of confci^ 
fiic^,tbo'it is already turned in point of affec- 
tion. My fpiritual circumftances are what I- 
itmft look at. I am brought to a point : like a 
toman with child, I muft have a deliverance 
mto the liberty of a higher difpenfation, and I 
tltmble left outward things liiould hurt me. 
The multiplicity of objefts, circumflances, and 
evocations, which attend travelling, is as little 
fcited to my cafe, as to that of a woman with 
fiWld. I think, that aU things confidered, P 
ftooldfin againlV my confcience in going, un- 
Ids 1 had a call from neceifty, or from clearer 
providences. Should Mr. Wefley find a defire 
rf accompanving you, I think you might fet 
<^ with a (ingle eye according to your light 
*Jd feith; and I trufl the journey would be of 
firvice to both, and in that cafe my heart fhall 
Jo along with you. If you go, pray find out, 
and coiiverfe with the Convuifionaries. My 
J^ft is, that you may fee your way plain, be 
Wly perfuaded in your own mind, and be led 
^ covered by the cloud of divine proteftion. 

I thank you for having dared to fpeak a word 
** me at Worcefter, but the flream of prejudice 
^ too hi^h for you to flop it : it was drowning 
fourfelf without faving your friend. It is good 
^^ know when to yield. 

Aly laft Check will be as much in behalf of 
ye grace as of holinefs. So I hope upon that 
^^^n, all the candid and moderate will be able 
^ fiiake hands. It will be of a reconciling 

iv^tuiQ; 
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nature; and I call it an Equal Check to Phari- 
faifm and Antinomianifm. 

I fee life fo ihoit, and that time pafles away 
with fuch rapidity, that I {houid be very glad 
to fpend it in folemn prayer ; but it is neceliary 
that a man fhould have fome exterior occupa- 
tion. The chief thing is to employ ourfelves 
profitably. My throat is not formed for the 
labours of preaching: when I have preached 
three or four times together, it inflames and 
fills up ; and the efforts which I am then obli- 

fed to make in fpeaking heat my blood. Thus 
am, by nature, as well as by the circumftances 
I am in, obliged to employ my time in writing 
a little. O that I may be enabled to do it to 
the glory of God! Let us love this good God, 
who hath fo loved the xvorldf that he gave his only 
begotten Son^ that we might not perijhf but have ever'- 
lapng life* How fweet is it, on our knees, to 
receive this Jefus, this heavenly gift, and to 
offer our praifes and thanks to our heavenly 
Father! The Lord teaches me four leffons: 
the firfi, is to be thankful that I am not in hell ; 
the fecond, to become nothing before him; the 
third, to receive the gift of God — the perfon of 
Jefus; and the fourth, is to feel my want of the 
Spirit of Jefus, and to wait for it. Thefe four 
leffons are very deep: O when (hall I have 
learned them! Let us go together to the fchool 
of Jefus, and learn to be meek and lowly in 
heart* Adieu. I. F* 



Madeley, 
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Madeley, Feb. 6th, 1774. 

James Ireland Efq. 

My dear Friend, 

TN the prefent circumftance* 
•^ it was a great piece of condc- 
fcenfion in dear Lady Huntingdon to be willing 
to fee me privately: but for her to permit me 
to wait upon her openly, denotes fuch generofity, 
i'uch courage, and a mind fo much iuperior to 
the narrownefs that clogs the charity of moft 
profeffoTs, that it would have amazed me, if 
every thing that is noble and magnanimous was 
not to be expe6led from her Ladyihip. It is 
well for her that fpirits are imprifoncd in flefh 
and blood, or I might by this time (and it is 
but an hour fince I received your letter) have 
troubled her ten times with my apparition, to 
wi/li her joy of being above the dangerous 
fnare of profeffors — the fmiles and frowns of the 
religious world ; and to thank her a thoufand 
times for not being afliamed of her old fervant, 
and for cordially forgiving him all that is paft, 
upon the fcore of the Lord's love, and of my 
honeft meaning. 

But tho* my mind has travelled fo faft to 
Bath, on reading your letter, yet an embargo is 
iaid upon my tJody — " I muft not go yet.*' 
I am the more inclined to take the hint, for two 
reafons. I will tell you all my heart about it. 
The more I fee her Ladyfhip's generofity, and 
admire the faithfulnefs of the friendfliip that 
fhe has for many years honouted me with, the 
more I ought to take care not to bring burdens 
upon her. -It might leflTen her influence with 

thofe 



if ^M !\ 

-thoTcffic IS connefted with; and might grieVe 
fome of her friends, who poffibly would look 
upon her condefcenfion as an affront to them. 
This is the firft reafon. The fecond refpeftg 
.mylelf* / mujt follow my light. A neceflity is 
laid upon me to clear my confcience with rc- 
fpeft to the Antinomian Worlds and to point out 
tiie flumbling block that keeps many ferious 
people from embracing the real dortrines of 
free grace. I cannot do this without advancing 
fome truths, which I know her Ladyfhip receives 
as well as myfelf, but which, by my manner of 
unfolding them., will, at firft fignt, appear dread- 
ful touches to the gofpel of the day. I am juft 
fending to the prefs " A Scriptural Eflay ^upon 
the aftonilhing rewardablenefs of the works of 
faith." Though it confifts only of plain fcrip- 
tures, and plain argument?, without any thing 
perfonal, I think it will raife more duft of pre- 
judice againft me, than my preceding publica- 
tions. With refpeft to myfelf, I do not mind 
it, but I am bound in love to mind it with re- 
fpc6l to her Ladyfliip. My refpeft to her La- 
dylhip, therefore, together with the preceeding 
reafon, determine me to defer paying my re- 
fp^A^ ferfonally to her, till after the publication 
of my Effay, and Scripture Scales: and if fhe 
does not then revoke the kind leave fhe gives 
me, I ihall moft gladly make the beft of my 
way to affure her in perfon, as I do now by this 
indire6i means, that I am, and fhall for ever be 
her dutiful fervant in what appears to me the 
plain gofpel of Qur common Lord. 

I'he fmartnefs of the letter-writer in -the 
Weftn^mfter Journal, and his bringing college 

chaj-ges 
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tharges againft me made me think he w2s prrbi- 
bly the Author of " The Whip for Pe:::iaa 
Methodifts." Well; after all St. John's iovc 
will carry the day. If I have all ftitl:, ar.d 
have not that I am nothing: but trhcn you 
plead for lave, you plead for the cfii^f xvr? I 
contend for; fo you are almoft 2> deep in 
the mud, as I am in the mire. With love 
to yourfelf, and dutiful love to our noble friend, 
I am &c I. F. 



Madeley, March 27th| 1774* 

James Ireland Efq. 

My dear Sir, 

T Think I wrote my laft two 
-*• days before I received your 
bounty — ^a large hogihead of rice and two cheef- 
cs. Accept the thanks of our poor and mine 
on the occafion. I diflributed it on Shrove 
Tuefday, and preached to a numerous cungie- 
gatioa on, Seek ye frjl the kingdom of God and his 
righteoufnefs and all other things Jhall be added unfo 
you. May you and I find the bread we fcattered 
that day, tho' it fliould not be till after many 
days. We prayed for our benefaftor, that God 
would give him an hundred fold in this life, 
and eternal life,* where life eternal will be no 
burden. I faw then, what I have not often feen 
on fuch occafions, gladnefs without the appear- 
ance of envying or grudging. 

How kind is My Lady to offer to interpofe, 

and to wipe off the afperfions of my London 

accufers# 1 had before fent my reply, which 

T was 



all her former ftVoufs/ tiH I have kn 
nity of doing it ih pitkn. 

I get very floWly oUt of At tfiirc ot 
troverfy, and yet I hope to get over i 
fpares my life, in two or three piec 
Since I wrote laft, I have added to 
Check a piece, which I call An Eflay c 
or A Rational Vhidication of the Di 
Salvation by Faith, which I have tak( 
berty to dedicate to Lady Huntingdon 
an opportunity of clearing h6r Lady 
the charge of AntinomJanlfm* I hi 
this fte^ in the fimpUcity of my bea 
due From mie. In my circumftances to 
i-afler of her Ladyihip. Mr. H — t- 
fome time after the letter was ptint^^d, 
me, " It will not be well taken," I '. 
ter ; but be it as it will, I fhall have 
iaftion of having meant wtlU 

I have juft fpirit enough to enjoy 
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Wi I wy 4&9 well invefti^te truth as do any 
^ing-elfe, except folemn praying and vifiting 
lylock. I Ih^U be glad to h^ve done with 
9y (xr^qt avoc;ation» that I may give myfelf 
q^more to thofe Xwq things* 
. bow life goes! I walked, now I gallop 
Ujto cterriity. The bowl of life goes rapidly 
JQwa the ueep hill of time. Let us be wife: 
Wbnc? we Jefus ^nd the refurreftion ; let us 
fiim aur lyimps, 4n(J give ourfelves afrefli to him 
ftat bought us, till we can do it withovit re- 
fevc* Adiew^ I. F, 

Madeley,Jan. 1775. 

TkftB^Y, Mr. Charlei} Wefley. 

My very dear Sir> 

■ T Thank you for your 

■*• letter, and your ve- 

ly friendly poftfgript to your brother s. I am 

p'd yo\i did not altogether difapprove my 

Wy upon Truth. The letter I grant profitetl^ 

^Wt UtUe, until the Spirit animates it. I liad, 

woic weeks ago, one of thefe touches, wliich 

*^^e or rather fpiritualize the letter, and it 

Wnvii^^ed me more than ever, that what 1 iny^ 

^^h'^i traft^ of the Sfhit and oi faith is truth. 

,{ ^Xn alfo perfuaded, that the faith and iiArit^ 

^^^^h belong to perfea Chriftianity, are at a 

*^y low ebb, even among believers. When the 

?^ cf mail cometh to fet up his kingdom, Ihall 

P find Chrijlian faith upon the earth ? Yes : 

JJ^% I fear, as little a* he found of Jewilh faith^ 

^'^^n he came in the flefli. 

T :i I believe 
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I believe you cannot reft cither with the eafy 
Antinomian, or the bufy Pharifee. You and I 
have nothing to do, but to die to all that is of 
finful nature, and to pray for the power of an 
endlefs life. God make us faithful to our con- 
yi^donsi, and keep us from the fnares of out- 
ward things." You are in danger from mufick, 
children, poetry; and I from ipeculation, con- 
troverfy, floth &c kc. Let us watch againft the 
deceitfulnefs of felf and fin in all their appear- 
ances. 

What power of the Spirit do you find among 
the believers in London? What openings of 
the kingdom? Is the well fpringing up in 
many hearts? Are many fouls diffatislied, and 
looking for the kingdom of God in power? 
Watchman, What of the night?— What of the 
day ? — What of the dawn ? 

I feel the force of what you fay. in your laft, 
about the danger of fo encouraging the inferior 
difpenfation, as to make people reft fhortofthe 
faith, which belongs to perfect Chriftianity, 
I have tried to obviate it in fome parts of the 
Equiil Check, and hope to do it more efFeftually, 
in my reply to Mr^ Hill's Creed for Perfetlionijls. 
Probably, I ftiall get nothing by my polemick 
labours, but lofs of friends, and charges of 
** novel chimeras" on both fides. I expeft a let- 
ter from you on the fubjefl: write with open- 
nefs, and do not fear to clifcourage me, by fpeak- 
ing your difapprobatlon of what you diflike. 
My aim is to be found at the feet of all, bearing 
and forbearing, until truth and love bring better 
days. I am, Kev. and dear Sir, your moft affec- 
tioui^te brother and fon in the gofpel, I. F. 

Madeley, 
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Madcley, Dec. 4th, ^^75•> 

The RcY. Mr. Charles Wcflcy. 

My very dear Brother, 

T See the end of my con- 
•*■ troverfial race, and I 
hvc fuch courage to run. it out, that I think il 
By iww(fai rftt// to run and ftrike my blow, and 
temy gun, before the water of dilcouragement 
las quite wetted the gunpowder of my activity. 
This makes me feem to neglcft my deareft cor- 
i^&Qodents. 

Old age comes fafter upon me than upon you» 

1 am already fo grey headed, that I wrote to 

■flfbrotlier to know, if I am not 56 inftead of 

4?* The wheel of time moves fo rapidly, that 

1 fceo to be in a new element ; and yet, praifed 

I* God, my ftrcngth is preferved fiir better than 

* could expeft# I came home laft night at 

"o'clock tolerably well, after reading prayers 

?Qd preaching twice, and giving the lacrament 

^ nay own church, and preaching again and 

*^ting a few people in focietyat the next mar- 

**t town. 

*he Lord is wonderfully gracious to me„ 

^d what is more to me than many favours, he 

2^'p8 me to fee his mercies in a clearer light. 

^ years part, I did not dare to be thankful for 

?^^rcies, which now make mejhoutforjoy^ I had 

1^^^ taught to call them common meraes, and I. 

^i^^e as little of them, as apoftates do of the 

ij^^d of Chrift when they call it a common thing.. 

^ now the veil beo;ins to rend, and I invite 

V and all the world, to praife God for hisi 

^^^nce,. truth, and loving kindnels, wliich 

T 3. \UM-^^ 
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have followed me all my days, and prevented 
me, not only in the night watches but in the 
fait a^es of eternity. O how I hate the delufion, 
which lias robbed me of fo many comforts! 
Farewell. I am &c, I. F. 

Madeley, Feb^ 3rd, 1776. 

James Ireland Efq. 

My very dear Friend, 

T tPON the news of your illnefs 

^ by Mr. G , I and many 

more, helped to pray that you might be fup- 
ported under your preflures, and that they 
might yield the peaceable fruit of righteoufnefs. 
We Ihall now turn out prayers into praifes for 
your happy recovery, and for the fupport the 
Lord has granted you under your trial. May 
it now appear that you imitate David, who faid» 
// mjLS o'ood for me that I xms qffli6ted. Let people 
fay what they will, there are leffons which we 
ciin never learn but under the crofs : we muft 
faffcr with Clirift, if we will be glorified with 
him.. I hope you will take care that it may not 
be liiid of you as it was of Hezekiah, He rendered 
not unto the Lord, according to the benefit of his re- 
covery. Let us rather fay, What Jh all I render 
unto the Lord for all his bemfts? And may we 
i'ee the propriety and profit of rendering him 
our bodies and our fouls, — the facrifices of hum- 
ble, praifing, obedient love, and warm, active, 
cheerful thinkfgivhig. 

A young clergyman offers to affift me: if he 
duc^, I may make an excurfion fome where this 

fpring: 
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fpring: where it will be I don't know. It may 
be into ttermty^ for I dare not depend upon 
tomorrow; but fhould it be your way, I iljall 
inform you of a variety of family trials, which 
the Lord has fent me — ^all for goodf to break my 
will in every poffible refpcft. 

My little political piece is publiflied in Lon- 
don. You thank me for it before hand — 1 be- 
lieve it is the only thanks I ftiall have. It is 
well you fent them before you read the book ; 
and yet, whatever contempt it brings upon mr, 
I ftill think I have written the truth. If you 
did read my publications, I would beg you to 
caft a look upon that, and reprove what appears 
to you amifs ; for if I have been wrong in wri- 
ting, I hope I fhall not be ib exccflfively wrong 
as not to be thankful, for any reproof candidly 
levelled at what I have written. 1 prepare my- 
feJf to be like my Lord, in my little meafure — 
I mean, to be defpifed and rejedted of men — a man of 
farrows and acquainted with griefs — moft reviled for 
what I mean beft. The Lord ftrengthen you 
in body and foul, to do and fuffer his will. 
Adieu. I. F. 



Madeley, March 2rft, 1776. 



Mr. Vaughan. 

Dear Sir, 



Y^UR barrel of cyder came fafe 

*• as to the outfide, and I hope as 

to the infide too. How could you think to 

make me fuch a prefent? But I muft rather 

thank you for your love and generofity, than 

fcold 
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fcold you for your exccffivf profufion. You 
ihould have flayed at Icaft till cyder was ten 
ihillings a hogfbead, but in fuch a year as this--* 
liowever, the Lord reward you, and return it to 
you, in ftreams of living water, and plenty of 
the wine of his kingdom I 

I thought I (hould foon have done with con- 
trovcrf;^, but now I give up the hope of having 
done with it before 1 die. There are three forts 
of people I mull continually attack, or defend 
myf'elf againft — ^Gallios, Phaiifees, and Antino- 
mians. 1 hope I ihall die in this harnefs fight- 
ing againft fome.of them* I do not, however, 
forget, that the Gailio, the Simon, and the Ni- 
cholas mthin, are far more dangerous to me than 
thofe without. In my own heart, that immenfe 
field,'! muft/r/l fight the Lord's battles and mv 
own. Help me here, ioin me in this field. All 
Chriftians are here militia-men, if they are not 
profeffed foldiers. Q, my friend, I need wif- 
dom-^meeknefs of wifdoin ! A heart full of it is 
better than all your cyder vault full of the mofl 
generous liquors; and it is in Chrifl for us. 
O go and afk for you and me, and I Ihall afk for 
me and you. What a mercy is'it that our Lord 
bears flock I May we not be afhamed nor afraid 
to come, an4 beg every moment for wine and 
milk,^race and wifdom. 

B^tere, my friend, of the world: let not it's 
cares," bor the deceitfulnefs of it's riches keep, 
or draw you from Jefus* Before you handle the 
birdlime be. fure to dip your heart and hand in 
the oil of .grace. Time flies. Years of plenty 
s^ad of fcarcity, of peace and war difappear before 
the eternity to which we are all haflening. 

May 
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May we fee now the winged difpatch of time, 
as we fliall fee it in a dying hour ; and by com- 
ing to, and abiding in Chrift, our fortrefs and 
ciW of refuge, may we be enabled to bid defi- 
ance to our lajl Enemy. Chrift has fully over- 
come him, and by the viaory of the head, the 
Uvtns: members cannot but be fully viftonous. 
- Remember me kindly to Mrs. Vaughan. 
That the Lord would abundantly blefs you 
both, in your fouls, bodies, concerns and chil* 
dren is the fmcere wifti of. Dear Sir, your af- 
fcaionate friend, I. F« 



Madeley, May nth, ij^Sm 

The Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley. 

My dear Brother, 

XX/H AT are you do- 
^^ ing in London? 
Are you tipening as faft for the grave, as I 
am? — How lliould we lay out every moment for 
God! 1 have had for fome days the fymp- 
toms of an inward confumptive decay — fpitting 
blood &c. Thank God, I look at our laft ene- 
my with great calmnefs. I hope, however, that 
the Lord will fpare me to publifh my end of 
the controverfy, which is A Double Dljfertatton 
upon the Do&rtnes of Grace and Jttflice. Tliis 
piece will, I flatter myfelf, reconcile all the 
candid Calvinifts and candid Arminians, and be a 
means of pointing out the way, in which peace 
and harmony might be reftored to the Church. 

I ftilllook for an outpouring of the Spirit, 
inwardly and- outwardly. Should I die before 

that 
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that greit day, I {hall have the ecmfdation to 
fee it from afar, like Abraham and the B^ptift* 
and to point it out to thofe who fhaU livQ, whcu 
God does this* 

Thank God, I enjoy uninterrupted peace iu 
the midft of my trials, which are, Igmetimes, not 
a few. Joy alio I poffcfs; but I look fgr a joy 
of a fuperior nature. The Lord beftow .it when 
and how he pleafeth! I thank Godt I f^^l my-f 
felf in a good degree dead to prai(il and dxf-^ 
praife i I hope, at leaft, that it is fp ; bt^qaufe J 
do not feel that the on.e lifts mc V^^t Qr that th^ 
other dejefts me. I want to fee a Pentecoft 
Chriftian Church, and if it is not to be feen at 
thig time upon earth, I am willing to go and 
fee .that glorious wonder in heaven. How is it 
with you? Are you re'4dy to feize the crown 
in the name of the Redeemer reigning in your 
heart.? • We run a race towards the grave. 
John is likely to outrun you, unlefs you have a 
fwift foot, Tlxe Lord grant w^ m^y fink deep* 
cr into the Redeemer's grave, a^wi there live and 
die, and gently glide into our owut 

I had lately a letter from one of th« preach- 
ers, who finds great fault with me, for having 
publifhed, in my book o\\ Peifcftion, your bynui 
called, T/ir kji Wilji. He calls it dangerovm 
Myfticifm. My />nVa^^ thoughts are, that th^ 
truth lies between dr'mng Methodito and jtill 
Myfticifm* What think you? Read the ad- 
dreffes which I have added to that piece, and 
tell me your thoughts. 

Let us pray that God would renew our youth, 
as that of the ea^le» that we may bear fruit in 
our old age. The Lord ftieagthen you to the 

laft! 



Uft! I hot)€ I &all fee you l^i zzj cziiz : if 

not, let us rejoice at the thou^t oi zDtt^^ ::* 
heaven. Give my kind love to Mrs* XK'tz^^j^ 
to my god-daughter, and to her hro&CTJ, -ar'rxj 
all I hope, irmembcT their Creator in the C2y$ 
of tlieir youth* Adieu. I am kc I. F. 

BriftoUJuly lath, 177^ 

Mr. Charle* Plerrohet. 

My very dear BroAer, 

UAVING an oj^xntunity Xq. 

*-■• write a line to you by a 
friend, whom I meet daily at the Wells, 1 gladly 
embracie it to thank you for your laft lavour. 
The Lord keeps me hanging by a thread; he 
weighs me in the balance tor life and death; 
I truft him for. the choice* He knows, far bet- 
ter than I, what is beft ; and I leave all to his 
unerring wildom. I am calm, and wait, with 
fubmiffion, what the Lord will fay concerning 
me, I wait to be baptized into all Ids fiihiejSf 
and truft the word — the word of his grace. AiHic- 
tions and fhakes may be a ploughnig neceliary 
to make way for the heavenly feed, and to pre- 
pare me to bring forth fame fruit in life and iu 
deaths Whether it be in the former or in the 
latter, I hope I ihall live and die the objeft of 
your iove, and the fubjeft of your prayers, as 
you are <rf* the cordial affe61ion and good wilhcs 
oii My very dear Friend, your devoted brother^ 
and obliged companion in tribulation, L F. 



Made ley t 
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Madeley, Aug. i8th, 1775* 

James Ireland Efq. 

My dear Friend, 

T\yTY breaft is always very weak, 
^^^ but, if it pleafe God, it will 
in time recover ftrength. Mr. Greaves will 
take all the duty upon himfelf, and I fl:jall con- 
tinue to take reft, exercife, and the food which 
was recommended to me. The Lord grant me 
grace to repofe myfelf on Chrift, to exercife 
myfelf in charity, and to feed upon the bread 
of life, which God has given us in Jefus Chrift, 
We all need this fpiritual regimen ; may we be 
enabled to obferve it as ftriftly, as we do the 
bodily regimen of our earthly pnyficians ! 

I thank you, my dear friena, for all your 
favours, and all your attention to me. Your 
more than fraternal love covers me with confu- 
fion, and fills me with acknowledgement. What 
returns ihall I make? I will drink the cup of 
thankfgiving, and I will blefs the name of the 
Lord ; I will thank my dear friend, an^ wifh 
him all the temporal blefTings he conferred upon 
me, and all thofe fpiritual ones, which were not 
in his power to beftow. Live in health — live 
pioufly — live content — live in Chrift — live for 
eternity — live to make your wife, your children, 
your fervants, your neighbours happy, as far as 
their happinefs depends on you; and may the 
God of all grace give back an hundred fold to 
you and your dear wife, all the kindnefles with 
which you have loaded me! The Lord make 
you happy as a father, a mafter, and a Chriftian I 
The God of peace be with you without inter- 
ruption I 
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ruption ! Give me fome account of your health, 
and I will inform you of the alterations which 
take place in that of ybm obedient fervant and 
devoted friend, !• F. 

Madeley, Aug. 24th, 1776. 

James Ireland Efq. 

My dear Friend, 

T Have received the news of 
•*■ your lofs, and of the gmn of 
your younger daughter. She h^s entered into 
port, and has left you on a tempeftuous fea with 
Fanny. The account of her death did not fur- 
prize me : when you received that of her illnefs, 
this paflage came ftrongly to my mind — Twojhall 
be in one houfe : one/hall be taken^ and the other left. 
I recommend to Mrs. Ireland the refignation of 
David when he loft his fon, and do you give 
her the example. The day of death is prefer- 
able to that of our birth : With refpeft to in- 
fants, the maxim of Solomon is indubitable. 
Oh what an honour is it to be the father and 
mother of a little cherubim, who hovers round 
the throne of God in heavenly glory! Comfort 
yourfelves, and rejoice that the Lord has taken 
one, and left the other. 

R — q — t dead, and buried! The jolly man, 
who laft fummer fhook his head at mc, as at a 
I dying man ! How frail are we ! God help us 
to live to day I to morrow is the fool's day. 
I am glad you encourage my hopes of finding 
fome at Briftol^ who will tarry, with one accord, 
for a pentecoftal day of the Sou of man. I meet 
U with 
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with fomc, I hope, that fed a want of it; fcxit 
lay conftant removals prevent my enjoyiitg trfcc 
benefit of waiting together in one place. \yl2^n 
God Ihall be about to take away the reproach cjf 
his people, he will work a double miracle, — t^ ^ 
grace will prepare their hearts, and his prov^i- 
dence their outward circumftances. 

I have not at prefent the leaft idea^ thatl^^^ 
called to quit my poft liere. I fee no probabii ?' 
ty of being ufeful in Switzerland. My caJi ^^ 
here, I am fure of it ; if then I undertook th^^-^ 
journey, it would be merely to accompany Jfo* — ^' 
1 dare not gratify friendfliip by taking fuch ^ 
ftep ; and fo much the lefs, as I have no fal''^^ 
in the prefcriptions of your phyfician; and^^* 
think that if health be better for us than fic^^* 
nefs, we may enjoy it as well here as in Frani^^ 
or Italy. It ficknefs be beft for us, why Ihi^ ^ 
it? Every thing is good, when it comes fro^ 
God. Nothing but a baptifm of fire, and th^ 
moft evident openings of Providence can ea- 

fage me in fuch a journey. If you believe that 
rovidence calls you to make it, go and pafe 
the Winter with Mr. Lee : the bare idea that 
the journey will do you good may, by God*8 
bleffing, be of fervice to you. If I rejeft your 
obliging offer to procure me a fubflitute, accufe 
not my friendihip to you, but attribute it to my 
fear of taking a falfe ftep, of quitting my jx)ft 
without command, and of engaging in a warfare, 
to which the Lord does not call me. My re- ' 
fufal wounds my friendihip for you ; but I hope 
it will ngt prevent your being perfuaded, that 
1 am, with lively gratitude, altogether yours hi 
Je/usChrift* Adku. .!• Y, 
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Madclcy, Sep. 7th, lyyS. 

Ireland E% 

My vc¥y dear Fideiid^ 

I Thank you for your kind let- 
•* ter, and am glad you wiJl 
continue to oppofc bigotry, tho I would not 
Hiave you bri4i| a whole houfe about your cars, 
for the fake of fo inlignificant a creature as I 
^m. As many, who efpoufe the fentiments of 
my opponents, condemn me without having 
heard me out, and upon the dreadful charges 
"^»l\ich they hear brought againft me, they are 
"not much to blame; for what good man can 
think well of a blafphemer, and an enemy to 
the gofpel ? I hope, for my part, to do what 
ftiall be in my power to remove prejudices, and 
fruft to gain fome refignation and patience, by 
what I ftiall not be able to remove, God is my 
"Witntts, that I honour and love them, tho* I 
will never part with my liberty of expofing 
error, wherever I Ihall deteft it. Why might 
I not endeavour to take off a fpot from a friend^s 
fleeve, without running the rifk of lofing his 
friendfhip, and incurring his ill will? 

My health is, I thank God, better than when 
I wrote laft. I have not yet preached, rather 
from a fenfe of my duty to my friends, and 
high thoughts of Mr. Greaves's labours, (who 
does the work of an evangelift to better purpofe 
than I) than to fpare myfelf ; for,, if I am not 
midaken, I am as able to do my work now, as. 
1 was a year ago. 

A fortnight ago I paid a vifit to Weft Brom- 

wich: I ran away from the kindnefs of .my 

U z papiihi* 
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pariflnoners, who opprefled me with tokens of 
their love. To me there is nothing fo extreme- 
ly trying as excejfive kindnefs. I am of the King's 
mind, when the people fhewed their love to 
him on his journey to Portfmouth, *• I can 
bear," he faid, " the hiffings of a London mob, 
but thefc ihouts of joy are too much for me." 
You, my dear friend, Mrs. Ireland, Mrs. Nor- 
man, and all your family, have put me to that 
fevere trial, to which all trials caufed by the 
hard words that have been fpoken of me are 
nothing. I return you all my warmeft thanks, 
and pray that, excefs excepted, you may all 
meet, in the day of your weaknefs, as kind 
nurfes and benefd6lors as you have proved to 
me. 

At our age a recovery can be but a fhort re- 
prieve: let us, then, give up ourfelves daily 
to the Lord, as people who have no confidence 
in the flefh, and do not truft to to morrow— 
I find my weaknefs, unprofitablenefs, and 
wretchednefe daily more and more; and the 
more I find them, the more help I have to fink 
into felf-abhorrence. Nor do 1 defpair to fink 
one day fo in it, as to die to felf and revive in 
my God. Farewell. !• F. 

Madeley, Sep. 15th, ijj6» 

TJb^e Rev* Mr. Charles Wefley. 

My very dear Brother, 

T Lately confulted a pious 
■^ gentleman, near Litch- 
field, famous for his &ill in the diforders of the 

breaft. 
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breaft. He affured me, I am in no .immediate 
danger of a confumptton of tlie lungs; and 
that my diforder is upon the nerves, in confc- 
quence of too much clofe thinking. He per- 
mitted me to write and preach in moderation,, 
and gave me medicines, which, I think, are of 
fcrvice in taking off my feverifh heats. My 
ipitting of blood is ftoppcd, and i may yet be 
ijpared to travel with you as an invalid.^ 

If God adds one inch to my fpan, I fee my 
calling. I defire to know nothing but Chrif^,. 
and him crucified ^ revealed in the Spirit. I 
long to feel the utmojl fcmer of the Spirit's dif- 
peniation; and I will endeavour to bear my 
tedimony to the glory of that difpenfation, both 
with my pen and tcmgue* Some of our inju- 
dicious, or inattentive fidends, will probably 
charge me with novelty ft>r it ; but be that as it 
will, let us meekly ftand for the truth as it is in. 
Jefus, and truft the Lord for every thing. 
I thank God, I feel fo dead to popular applaulie,. 
that, I trufl, I fhould not be afraid to maintain a 
truth againft all the world ; and yet I dread to 
diffent from any child of God, and feel ready 
to condefcend to every one. O what depths of 
humble love, and what heights of gofpel truth, 
do I fometimeS' fee! I ^want to fmk into the 
former, and rife into the latter. Help me by 
your example, letters, and prayers ; and let us,, 
after our forty years abode in the wildernefs 
with Mofes and John, break forth after out 
Jolhua into the Canaan of pure ,love. I 
am &c I^ F.. 



U 3, Newington,, 
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Newington,Jan. 19th, 1777. 

The Rev. Mr. Vincent Perronct. 

Dear Father in Chrift, 

T Beg you would ac- 
-*- cept my multipli- 
ed thanks for your repeated favours. You have 
twice entertained me a worthlefs ftranger; and 
not yet tired of the burden, you kindly invite 
me, weak and troublefome as I am, to mare in 
the comforts of your houfe and family. Kind 
Providence leaves me no room, at prcfent, to 
hang a third burden upon you. The goo4 air 
and accomodations here, and the neamefs to a 
variety of helps, joined to the kindnels of my 
friends and the weaknefs of my body, forbid me 
to remove at prefent. God reward your labour 
of love and fatherly offers! Should the Lord 
raife me, I ihall be better able to reap the bene- 
fit of your inftruftions — a pleafure, which I 
promife myfelf fome time, if the Lord pleafes. 

I have of late thought much upon a method 
of reconciling the Calvinifts and Arminians- 
I have feen fome Calvinim miniftcrs, who feem 
inclined to a plan of pacification. I wi(h I had 
ftrerigth enough to draw the Iketch of it for 
•your improvement. I think the thing is by no 
means imprafticable, if we would but look one 
another in tlie face, and fall together at the feet 
of Him, vuiio maies men to be of one mind in a houfe ^ 
and made ouce all believers to be of one foul in 
the Chufch. Let us pray, hope, wait, and be 
ready to cifl one mite of endeavour towards the 
blefling of a reconciliation; in wliich none 
could be 9iore glad to fecond you, than. Ho- 
noured 
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noured and dear Sir, your afFeftionatc, obliged 
fon in the gofpel, I. ¥. 



Newington,Jan. 19th, 1777. 

Mifs Pcrronet, 

Dear Madam, 

T Thank you for vour care and 
•^ kind nurfing ot me when at 
Shoreham ; and, efpecially, for the few lines you 
have favoured me with. They are fo much the 
more agreeable to me, as they treat of the one 
thing needful for the recovery of our fouls — 
•the fpirit of power, of love, and of a found 
mind; together with our need of it, and the 
grand promife that this need fhall be abundantly 
luppiied — fupplied by a baptifmal outpouring 
o{ thit Spirit of life in Chrifi If ejus ^ which mdtes us 
free from the law ofjm and aeatn. May we hunger 
and thirft after righteoufnefs in the Holy Ghoft, 
and we (hall be filled* May we fo ^me to our 
firft Paraclete, Advocate, and Comforter, as to 
receive the Second, as an indwelling and overflow- 
ing fountain of light, life, and love. My view of 
this myflery is, I truft fcriptural. The Father 
fo loved the world, as to give us the firft Advo- 
cate, Paraclete, and Comforter, whom we love 
and receive as-our Redeemer. The firft Advo- 
cate has told us, it was expedient that he fliould 
leave us, becaufe in that cafe, he would fend 
another Advocate, Paraclete, or Comforter, to 
abide mth aj, and be in us for ever, as our San6ii- 
J/er, our Urim^and Thummim, owr lights and per- 
fectionSf our oracle and guide. This is the grand 

• promife 
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promife to Cbriftiafi9;-*-<aIled /*» promifi of the 
Father^ and brought by the Son# O may it be 
fealed on our hearts by the Spirit of promife! 
May we ever cry, 

" Seal thou our brcafts, and let us wear 
That pledge of love for ever there !" 

Then we fliall be filled with pure, perfeA love; 
for the love of the Spirit per fe As that of the 
Father and Son, and accompliihes the myflery of 
God in the believing fouL Come then, let us 
look for it; this great falvation draws nigh. 
Let us thank God more thankfully, more 
joyfully, more humbly, more penitently, for 
Chrift our firft Comforter ; and hanging on his 
word, let us ardently pray for the Julnefs of his 
Spirit, for the indwelling of our fecond. Com- 
forter, who will lead us into all truth, all love^ 
all power. Let us join the few, who bejiege the 
throne of grace, and not give over putting the 
Liord in remembrance, till he has raifed hunfelf 
a Pentecof^ai Church again in the earth; I mean a 
Church of fuch believers as are all of one heart 
and one foul. Nor forget to alk, that, when 
you prefs into that kingdom and church, you 
may be followed by. Bear Madam, yours &c 

I. F. 

Newington, Jan. 29th, l^^^• 

James Ireland Efq. 

TTHANKS be to God, and to my 

•*■ dear Friend^ for favours upon 

favours, for undeferved love and the moft in-^ 

dcaring' 
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dearing tokens of it. I have received your o- 
bliging letters full of kind offers, and your jar 
full of excellent grapes. May God open to 
you the book of life, and feal upon your heart 
all the offers and Momifes it contains; and may 
the treafures of Cfirifl's love, and all the fruits 
of the Spirit, be abundantly open to my dear 
friend and unwearied benefaftor! 

Providence fent me laft Sunday Dr. Turner, 
who, under God, faved my life twenty three 
years ago in a dangerous illnefs; and I am in- 
clined to try what his method will do. He or- 
ders me anes milk, chicken &c; forbids me 
riding, and recommends the greateft quietnefs. 
He prohibits the ufe of Briftol water; advifes 
fome waters of a purgative nature ; and tries to 
promote expectoration by a method that fo far 
anfwers, tho' I fpit by it more blood than be- 
fore. It will be in order to cure one way or 
other. 

With refpeft to my foul, I find it good to be 
in the balance, awfully weighed every day for 
life or death. I thank God, the latter has lofl 
its fting, and endears to me the Prince of life. 
But Oil want Chrift my refurreftion to be a 
thoufand times more dear to me ; and doubt not 
he will be fo when I am filed with the Spirit of 
wifdom and revelation in the knowledge of 
him. Let us wait for that glory, praifing God 
for all we have received, and do daily receive ; 
and trufling him for all we have not yet receiv- 
ed. Let our feith do juftice to his veracity, our 
hope to his goodnefs, and our love to all his 
perfeftions. It is good to truft in the Lord, and 
his faints like well to hope in him. I am pro- 
vided 
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vidcd here with every ncceffary and convcmnl 
Lleflis^g for my fiatc. The great have even done 
nic the fionour of calhiig — Mr. Shirliey, Mr. 

R d Hiil, Mr. Peckwell kc. I exhort them 

to promote peace in the Church, which thfcy 
take kiadly. I hope God will incline us all ta 
peace living and dying. Lady Huntingdon 
has written me a kind letter alio. O for unir 
verfal, lafting kindnefs! This world to mc if 
now become a world of love* May it be fo to my 
dear friend alio. My kindeft love and thaon 
wait on yourlielf, Mrs, Ireland, and all fWl 
dear family. I. F* 



1 



Londoun r77t* 



Mr. Greenwood. 



Ti /rY dear Companion in tribulati^^* 
^^ and in tlie patience of Jet^ 1 
Peace be multiplied unto you, and rcfigraaM^^ I 
by the crofs of Jcfus- 1 bear your mot ^ 
my hearty and call my heart on -him, *^ 
whom all burdens are lighter than a featla'^^ 
Pafchal iaidr wheiit the rod of tribulation ^^ 
upoa him^ " Now I begin to be a Chri*^^ 
an,"' meaning a follo^ver of the man of f^ 
ro\vi. By his pierced feet ulay yours be eaf^* 
Hold this faft^ Whom the Lordhveth, he chajl^"^ 
eth. Accept the rod as a token ol y^*^ 
adoption; and be willing to be made perf^^^ 
in p3ti«rM:c by Juffertngs. Im the mean til^^ 
rejoice that (Jhrift's fufFerings are over, — tt>? j 
they arc cUomng—^'md. that they have farchaf^ ^ 
0ur comforts, if you can coiac fa&ly to »w^^ 
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TOW, you wHl tring ti bleffing to your poor pen- 
ifioncr, who remains in the bonds of grateful, 
torcrfherly love, yours, I* F. 



Newington, Feb. 24th, 1777* 

•James Ireland Efq. 

My dear Friend, 

T ET us abandon ourfelves 
-■-' \vithout referve to God^ 
who is alike the -God of all giace when he chat 
tifes, as when he bleffes us. Be a fon of Abra- 
ham—be an imitator of God. Abraham refufed 
not to offer up his Ilaac, and God has delivered 
his only Son to death fbr us. Refule nothing 
to tills God of^lbvc and tender compaffion. 
The facrifice of thole things which are moft pre-' 
cious to us are the leajl ummrthy of him ; and had 
we a thoufand Ifaaci, we ought to keep back 
none from him. Perhaps the Lord hath heard 
your prayer and ours. Jf your Jlaac lives, may 
ne bejdevoted tothe Xord as was Samuel; and 
may the God of Eliiah have all the glory cf his 
recovery. If he he dead, prepare to follow 
him, and do not envy him the fweet repoie 
which he enjoys, and in which we Ihall loon 
£hare with.him. 

^ Adieu. They forbid my writing, but I will 
Vrite to the laft, BleJJed be God w/to gjvetJi us the 
victory over deatli and its pains by Jefus Chrijl! 
In him I am, and (hall always be altogether 
yours. I am your ten thoufand times obliged 
friend, I. F. 
,P. S. Your fecond letter, YjhicXx xt^riwti xcnr 
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when the above was written, irtforms me of your 
lofs; — but why ihould I call God's fecuring 
your fon, and giving him eternal life your lofs r 
It is Chrift's gain who fees in that fweet child 
the travel of his childhood; and it is your fon's 
^ain, fince his conflifts and dangers are now 
over, and notKing awaits him but an eternal in- 
creafe of happinefs. Who knows but what 
God, who forel'ees all the ftorms of con-uption 
and rocks of fin we are likely to meet with in 
thejea of life, has taken your dear child at the 
beft, and by this premature death fecures him 
from eternal death? Come, then, do not re- 
pine. God has made you the inftrument of 
adding one more little cherub to the heavenly 
hoft ; and in this light you may well fay, The 
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away^ and hlejfed 
he the name of the Lord! He is better than ten 
fons. Your fon is in his bofom, and this new 
cord fliould now draw you from earth to heaven 
with a frelh degree of power — with an irreliftible 
attraftion. 

I thank you ten thoufand times over for a] J 
your repeated marks of love and generofity to 
me and mine: the burden is too great to bear; 
I muftcaft it upon Him, who can blefs jou ten 
thoufand times over, and turn all your feeming 
loffes into the greateft bleffings. May the God 
of ail confolation help you to reap the earlieft 
and ripeft fruit of the affliftion whereby he give» 
you a new token of your adoption. Remember 
my kind love and prefent my beft thanks to 
Mrs. Ireland. Yours &c I. F. 



'U^'^kv^^Lon, 
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Ncwington, April 21ft, 1777. 

IMUs Perronet* 

My dear Friend, 

A Thoufand thanks to you for 
"^^ your kind, comfortable liner. 
The profpeA of going to fee Jefus and his glo- 
Ti€ed members, and among them your dear de- 
parted brother, my now everllving friend — this 
iWcet profpeft is enough to make me quietly 
and joyfully fubmit, to leave all my Shoreham 
friendsy and all the excellent ones of the earth. 
But why do I talk of going to leave any of 
Chrift's members, by going to be more intimate- 
ly united to the head? 

" We all are one, who him receive. 
And each with each agree ; 

In him the Onef the Trtith we jive, 
Blcft/>om^ of unity!" 

Appoint this, which fills heaven and earth— 
which runs through time and eternity. What 
aa immenfe point! In it ficknefs is loft in 
health, and death in life. There let us ever 
meet. There to live is Chrift, and to die gain. 

I cannot tell you how much I am obliged to 
your dear brother, for all his kind, brotherly 
attendance as a phyfician. He has given me 
Kis time, his long walks, his remedies : he has 
brought me Dr. Turner feveral times, and will 
not fo much as allow me to reimburfe his ex- 
pences. Help me to thank him for all his pro- 
fufion of love, for I cannot fufficiently do it 
myfeJf, My duty to your father: I throw 



myfelf in fplritathis feet, ind afk his bleffing, 
and an intereft in his prayers. Tell him, that 
the Lord is gracious to me ; does not fuiFer thfc 
Enemy to difturb my peace ; and gives nie, in 
pTofpe^l, the viftory over death. Thanks be to 
God, who giveth us thb great viftory, through 
our Lord Jefus Chrift ! Aofolute rejignation to the 
divine will baffles a thoufand temptations, and 
confidence in our Saviour carries us fweetly 
through a thoufand trials. God fill us abun- 
dantly with bothi 

Thank dear Mrs. Biffaker for all her love to 
my dear departed friend ; and may our kindred 
Xfjirits drink deeper into God, till they are filled 
with all the fulnefs, which our enlarged fouls 
can admit. Nor let your niece, to whom I fend 
my thanks, keep aloof. Let us all tend to our 
original centre; and experience that life and 
death are ours becaufe the Prince of life, who is 
our refurreftion and life, has overcome lin, 
death, and the grave for you, and for your 
obliged, unworthy brother, !• F* 



Briflington, May 28th, 1777* 

Mn and Mrs. Greenwood. 

Tl/rY very dear Friends, and Benefac- 
^^^ tors, Charles and Mary Green- 
wood. — My prayers fhall always be, that the mer- 
ciful may hnd mercy, and that the great kindnefs, 
I have found under your quiet roof, may be (hew- 
ed you every where under the canopy of heaven. 
I think with grateful joy, ou the days of calm 
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retreat I have been bleffed with at Ncwingtoo, 
and lament my not having improved better the 
opportunity ot fitting, like Mary, at the feet of 
my great Phyfician. May he requite your kind 
care ta a dying worm, by abundantly caring for 
you and yours, and making all your bed in vcur 
iicknefs! May you enjoy full health I M*«v 
you hunger and thirft alter righteoufnefs, loth 
that of Chrift, and that of the Holy Ghoft, and 
be abundantly filled therewith! May fcis rod 
and ftaff comlort you under all the troubles of 
life, the decays of the body, the aflaults of the 
enemy, and the pangs of death! May the re« 
viving. cordials of the word of truth be ever 
within the reach of your faith, and may your 
eager faith make a ready and conftant ule of 
them ; efpecially, when faintings come upon 
you, and your hands begin to hang downf 
May you jftand in the clefts of the rock of ages^ 
and there be fafely (heltered, when all the ftorms 
of juflice fliall fall around! May you have al- 
ways fuch temporal and fpiritual helps, friends, 
and comforts, as I have found in your pleafing 
retreat ! 

You have received a poor Lazarus, tho* his 
fores were not vifible. You have had compafli- 
on, like the good Samaritan : you have admitted 
me to the enjoyment of your befl things ; and 
he, that did not deferve to have the dogs to lick 
bis fores, has always found the members of Jefus 
ready to prevent, to remove, or to bear his bur- 
dens. And now, what fhall I fay ? What but^ 
Thanks be to God for his unfpeakable gift! and 
thanks be to my dear friends for all their fa- 
vours i They will, I truft, be found faithfully 
X 2 \^o^<i^4 
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recorded in my breads when the great Rewarder 
ofthofef wlio diligently feek him, will render to every 
man according to his works. Then Ihall a raifed 
Lazarus appear in the gate, to teftify of the love 
oF Charles and Mary Greenwood, and of their 
godly liller. 

1 thought myfclf a littfe better laft Sunday; 
but I have lince fpit more blood than I had 
done for weeks betore. Glory be to God, for 
every providence! His will be done in me, by 
health or ficknefs, by life or death! All from 
him is, and, 1 truft, will always be welcome to 
your ooliged penfioner, I» ¥. 



1777. 
Mr. and Mrs* Greenwood* 

TPEN thoufand bleffings light up- 
•*• on the heads and* hearts of my 
dear benefaftors, Charles and Mary Greenwood ! 
May their quiet retreat at Newington become a 
Betnel to them ! May their offspring be born 
again there! And may the choiceft confola- 
tions of the Spirit vifit their minds, whenever 
they retire thither from thif biify city! Their 
poor pen (loner travels on, though flowly, to- 
wards the grave. His journey to the fea feems 
to him to have haftened, rather than retarded, 
his progrefs to his old mother. Earth. May 
every providential blafl blow him nearer to the 
heavenly haven of his Saviour's breaft ; where, 
he hope«, one day, to meet all his benefaftors, 
and amoag them, thofe whom he now addreffes. 
O my dear friends, what ftiall I render? What 

to 
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to Jcfus? 'W^at to you? May He, who in- 
vites the heavy laden, take upon him all the 
burdens of kindnefs you have heaped on your 
Lazarus! And may angels, when you die, find 
tne in Abraham's bofom, and bring you into 
mine^ that, by all the kindneis, which may be 
{hewn in heaven, I may try to requite that you 
have fhewn to. your obliged brother !• F. 



Briflington,. 1777. 

Mrs. Thornton. 

My very dear Friend, 

T Shall not attempt to exprefs 
-■' my gratitude to you, for all 
your charitable care of a poor fickly worm. As. 
we fay, that filence fpeaks often beft the praifes 
of our great Bene&dor, fo I muR fay here. 
I hope thefe lines will find you leaving the 
things that are behind, and preffing forward to- 
ward the mark — the prize of our high calling, 
on earth.. In heaven, we are called to be filled 
with all we can hold of the glorious fulnefs of God, 
and what that is, ^ye know not, but we lliall 
know, if we follow on to know the Lord. But 
here alfo, we are called to be filled with all the 
fulnefs of God. God is love you know ; to be 
filled with all his fulnefs is, then, to be filled 
with love. O may that love be ftied abroad in 
our hearts by the Holy Ghoft given to us, and, 
abiding in us! I ftili look for .that ineffable ful* 
nefs; and Ibeg, if you have not yet attained it,, 
you would let nothing damp your hope, and. 
ilack your purfuit,. 

^ X 3 \^>j^^^ 



I «5o 1 

I fpend more time in giving my friends an 
account of my healthy than the matter is worth. 
You will fee by the enclofed, which I beg you 
would fend to the poll, when you have fhewed 
it to Mr. John and Charles Wefley, if they think 
it worth their while to run it over, to^ fee how 
their poor fervant does. 

I am going to do by my poor fifter, what you 
have done by me — I mean, try to finooth the 
road of ficknefs to the chamber of death. Gra- 
titude and blood call me to it — ^you have done 
it without fuch calls; your brotherly kindnefs 
is freer than mine ; but not fo free as the love 
of Jefus, who took upon him our nature, that he 
might bear our infirmities, die our death, and 
make over to us his refurreftion and his life, 
after all we had done to render life hateful and 
death horrible to him. O! for this matchlefs love, 
let rocks and hills, let hearts and tongues break 
an unj;rateful filence ; and let your Chriftian 
mufe find new anthems, and your poetick heart 
new flights of eloquence and thankfulnefs. 
You partly owe me, by promife, a piece of poe- 
try on joy in redeeming and fanftifying love. 
May the fpirit of praife affift you mightily in 
the noble work! Maintain the frame of poetick, 
Chriftian joy, by ufing all your talents of grace 
and nature, to embrace and (hew forth his 
goodnefs. 

I (hall be glad to hear from you in Switzer- 
lind, and ihall doubly rejoice, if you can fend 
me word, that ihe, who is joined to the Lord 
accord ij4§;, to the glory of the new covenant, is 
one fpirii with him, and enjoys all the p;lorious 
librrty of tHe ' children ol Go^\ The God of 



[ ^51 1 

peace be with you all! I am, My dear 
Friend, &c, !• F* 



Briflington, *777» 

Mrs. Thornton. 

My dear Friend, 

YOU fliould have heard from 
* me, if fome times want of 
fpirits to bold a pen, and for fome days, want of 
paper, had not ftood in the way of my inclina- 
tion. Now I have paper, and a degree of 
ftrength, how can I employ both better, than in 
trying to fulfil with my pen the great com- 
mandment, which contains my duty to God and 
my neighbour? But what can a pen do here? 
It can juft teftify what my heart feels — ^That 
no words can describe, what I owe to my hea- 
venly Benefa6ior, to my earthly friends, and to 
you in particular, who have had fo much pati- 
ence as to ftand by me, and bear a fliare in my 
burdens, for fo many months at home and 
abroad. 

What fhall I fay? Thanks be to God for his 
unlpeakable gifts — for Jefus — ^for the Spirit of 
Jefus, — ^for the members of Jefus's myftical bo- 
dy; and in particular am I bound to return 
thanks for thofe, who have miniftered, and ftill 
do minifter to my wants, and ihare in my infir- 
mities. Your meek humility forbids my faying, 
that among the many, who, for Chrift's fake, 
have debafed themfelves fo far, as to take up my 
cfofs with me, and help me to bear it after my ' 
Lord, you ftand in the firft I3iuk» ^wd \iNft ivtft 



fruits of my gratitude are due to you. Simn 
of Cyrene bore our Lord's crols by compulfion: 
You'h^ve bome that of the moft unworthy of 
h!S iervanti without compulfion: and now, 

whit ihiil I render ? A filent tear whifpers, 

I can render nothing. Miy the mercifiil, fMth- 
ful God, who has promifed, that a cup of cold 
Wdter given to the leaft of his followers fhall not 
lofe its reward — may that omnipotent God, who 
ftres you in all the dates of weaknefs, which 
await you between the prefent moment and the 
hour of death, give you all, that can make ywt 
life comfortable, your trials tolerable, yoo 
death triumphant, and your eternity glorious! 
What I aik for you. I alfo peculiarly beg te 

i^our dear brother and fifter, who have vouch- 
afed to bind fo dry, fo infignificant (I had 
almoft faid, fo rotten) a ftick as myfelf, in the 
bundle of that love, with which they embncc 
the p3or, the lame, the helplefs, the loathfomc, 
and thole, who have their fores without, as La- 
zarus, or within, as I. May we all be found 
bound up together in the bundle of life, lights 
and love, with our Lord ! And when he fliaU- 
make up his jewels, may you all fhine amoag 
his diamonds of the fineft water and the firft 
magnitude ! 

You want poffibly to know, how 1 go otx* 
Though I am not worth a line, I fhall obfer^^ 
to the glory of my patient, merciful, Preferv^^ 
and Redeemer, that I am kept in fweet pea^^ 
and am looking for the triumphant joy of tt> ^ 
Lord, and for the fulnefs exprcft in thefe worc^ ' 
which fweetly filled tbe fleeplefs hours of \^ 
night— ^ ^ 
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** Drawn — and redeemy — and feal'dy 

I blefs the One and Three ; 
With Father, Son, and Spirit filled 

To all eternity." 

With refpea to my body, I flecp lefs, and fpit 
more blood than I did, when you were here, 
nor can I bear the lead trot of an eafy horfe« 
If this continues many days, inftead of thinking 
to jgo and fee my friends on the Continent, I 
fhali turn my fteps to my earthly home, to be 
ready to lay my bones in my church yard: 
and in fuch a cafe, I Ihall put you in mind of 
your kind promife, that you would 4^ ^^ ^^^ 
laft the office of a guardian angel — hold up my 
hands in my] laft confiift, and clofe my eyes, 
when it is over. Two of mv parifliioners came 
to convey me fafe home, ancf had perfuaded me 
to go with them in a poft-chaife ; but I had fo 
bad a night before the day I was to fet out, that 
I gave it up. My profpefts and ways are fhut 
up, fo that I have nothing to look at but Jefus 
and the grave. May I fo look at them, as to 
live in my refurreaion and my life; and die 
in all the meeknefs and holinefs of my Lord 
and my all! I humbly requeft a continued in- 
tereft in your fervent prayers, that I may be 
found completely ready, when my Lord's mef- 
fenger fhall come for my fouU Adieu my dear 
friend. God blefs and reward you. I am, 
your moft affeftionate friend and brother, I. F* 



'Vl'A^v^^^ 
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and firmly believe, tlut he is exalted to mt « 
whatever k beft for us, in life, in dcau, aul 
for ever. 

I have taken the bark for fome days, and k 
fcems to have been bleffcd to the reoMval of 
Biy fpitting blood. Time will decide, whether 
it be a re^ remo\'aU or only a iufpenfion of 
that fymptom. Either will prove a bleffi[ig» as 
his will is our health* To live fingly to God, 
the beft method is to defire it in medhieff; to 
rpread the defire in OMeinefs before hio wiio 
infpireth it; to offer nim wjw all we haitiod 
are, as we can; and to open our mouth of a- 
pe&ation wide, that he may either fill it wi& 
good things, with all his fiilnefs, or that he may 
hy our paltenccj and teach us to know our Md 
kelpleffnefs. With refpeA to the weeping frame 
of repentance, and the joyous one of faith, they 
arc both good alternately; but the latter is the 
better of the two, becaufe it enables us to doi 
and fuffer, and praife, which honours Chrift 
more : both are happily mixed. May they te 
fo in you, Madam, and in your unworthy ani 
obliged fervant, !• F. 

Macon in Burgundy, May 17th, 177^ 

The Rev. Meff. John and Charles Wcfley. 
Rev. and dear Sirs, 



T Hope that while I lie by, H^^^ 



a broken veffel, the Lord co^' 
you *- 
gap^. 



tinues to renew your vigour, and fends you ^^ 
water his vineyard, and to ftand in the gap ^^ 
gaiafi error and Nice* 1 \vaN^ \^cw^ted {otr% 
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ftrength, blefled be God, fince I came lo the 
Continent; but have lately had another attack 
of my old complaints. However, I find myfelf 
better again, though I think it yet advifeable 
not to fpeak in publick. 

I preached twice at Marfeilles, but was not 
permitted to follow the blow. There are few 
noble, inguifitive Bereans in thefe parts. The 
minifters m the town of my nativity have been 
very civil. They have offered me the pulpit ; 
but I fear, if I could accept the offer, it would 
foon be recalled. I am loath to quit this part 
of the field without cafting a ftone at that giant. 
Sin, who ftalks abqut with uncommon boldnefs, 
I fliall, therefore, ftay fome months longer, to 
fee if the Lord will pleafe to give me a little 
more ftrength to venture an attack. 

Gaming and drefs, finful pleafure and love of 
mone^, unbelief and falfe philofophy, lightnefs 
of ipirit, fear of man, and love of the world, 
are the principal fins, by which Satan binds his 
captives in thefe parts. Materialifm is not rare ; 
Deifm and Socinianifm are very common ; and 
a fet of Free-thinkers, great admirers of Voltaire 
and Roffeau, Bayle and Mirabeau, feem bent 
upon deftroying Chriftianity and government. 
'* With one hand, (faid a lawyer, who has 
written fomething againft them) they fhake the 
throne, and with the other, they throw down 
the altars." If We believe them, the world is 
the dupe of kings and priefts. Religion is 
fanaticifm and fuperftition. Subordination is 
flavery and tyranny. Chriftian morality is ab- 
furd, unnatural, and imprafticable; and Chrifti- 
anity the mod bloody religion that ever was. 

Y hxv^ 
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And here it is certain, that by the example of 
Chriftians fa called^ and by our continual dif- 
putes, they have a great advantage, and do the 
truth immenfe mifchief. Popery yAU certainly fall 
in France 9 in this ^ or the next antury; knd I m^ke 
no doubt, God will ufe thofe vain men, to brinj 
about a reformation here, as he ufed Henry the 
Eighth to do that work in England; io the 
madnefs of his enemies ihall, at lalt, turn to hi^ 
priife, and to th« furtherance of his kingdom. 

In the mean time, it becomes ajl lovers of 
the truth, to make their heavenly tempers, and 
humble, peaceful love to fhine before all men, 
that thofe mighty adverfaries, feeing the good 
works of profeffors, may glorify theijr Father 
who is in heaven, and no more blafpbeme that 
worthy name, by which we arc all called ,Chrif- 
tians« 

If you a(k. What fyftem thefe men adopt? 
I anfwer, that ibme build on Deifm, a morality 
founded on felf^prefervation^ felf-irUeretlp and /e//- 
honour. Others laugh at all morality, except 
that which being neglefted violently difturbs Ib- 
ciety ; and external order is the decent covering 
of Fatalifm, while Materialifm is their fyftem. 

O dear Sirs, let me entreat you, in thefe 
dangerous days, to ufe your wide influence, 
with unabated zeal, againft the fcheme of thefe 
modern Celfufes, Porphiries, and Julians; by 
<:alling all profeffors to think and fpcak the fame 
things, to love and embrace one another, and to 
ftand firmly embodied to refift thofe daring 
men ; many of whom are already in England, 
headed by the admirers of Mn Hume and Mr. 
Hol^bes, But it is xieedUfs to fay this to thofe 
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^ho Iiave ^arfe, and continue to make fuch a 
ftand for vital Clitiftianity ; fo that I have no- 
thing to do but pray, that the Lord would abun- 
dantly fupport and ftrengthen you to the laft, 
. and make you a cotitinucd comfort to his en- 
ligjhtened people^ loving reprovers of thofe who 
mix light and darknefe, and a terror to the per- 
verfe : and this is the cordial prayer of, Rev. 
and dear Sirs, your affeftionate ion, and obliged 
fervant in the gofpel, I* F, 

P. S. I need not tell you, Sirs,, that the hour 
in which Providence ffjall make my way plain 
to return to England ^ to unite with tlie happy 
number of thofe who feel, or feek the power of 
Chriftian godlinefe, will be welcome to me* 
'O favoured Britons I Happy would it be for 
them„ if they knew their gofpel privileges! 
My relations in Adam are all very kind to me ; 
but the ipiritual relations,, whom God has railed 
me in England^ exceed them yet. Thanks be 
lo Chrift,, and to his blafphemed religion ! 

Macon in Btrrgundy, May i8th^, 1778* 

The Rev. Dr. Conyers. 

Hcwu and dear Sir, 

T Left orders with a- friend 

11 J <r\ . ^^ ^^"^ y^^ ^ little book, 

called 'The RecortciUatim; in which I endeavour 
to bring nearer the children of God, who are 
divided about their {ariial views of divine truths, 
I do. not know. whether that traft has in any 
degree, anfwered its defign ; but I believe truth 
can be reconciled with itfelf, and the candi4 
Y a c\C^!L4x^; 
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children of God one with another* O that fome 
abler hand, and more loving heart, would under- 
take to mend my plan, if it be worth mending, 
or draw one more agreeable to the word of God i 
My eves are upon ^, dear Sir, and thofc who 
are like minded with you, for this work:^dif- 
appoint me not of my hope* Stand forth,* and 
make way for reconciling love, by removing 
(lo far as lies in you) what is in the way of 
brotherly union. O Sir, the work is worthy of 
you! and if you faw, with what boldnefs the 
•ialfe phllofophers of the Continent, who are the 
apoftles of the age, attack Chriftianity, and re- 
prefent it as one of the' worft religions in the 
world, and fit only to make the profeflbrs of it 
murder one another, or at leaft to contend 
among themfelves; and how they urge our dif- 
putes to make the gofpel of Chrift the jeft of 
nations, and the abhorrence of all flem, you 
would break through your natural timidity, and 
invite all our brethren in the miniftry, to do 
what the herds do on the Swifs mountains, when 
wolves attack them ; inftead of goring one ano- 
ther, they unite, form a clofe battalion, ahd 
face the common enemy on all fides. What a 
Ihame would it be, if cows and bulls fhewed 
more prudence, and more regard for union, than 
Chriftians and gofpel Minifters ! 

O dear Sir, take courage! Be bold for the 
reconciling truth. Be bold for peace. You can 
do all things, through Chrift ftrengthening you; 
and as Doctor Conyers^ you can do many things,— 
a great many more than you think. What if 
you go, Sir, in Chrift 's name, to all the gofpel 
xniniilers of your accjuaintance, exhort them as a 

i^Uieri 
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either,. cntl«at them as a brother, and bring 
them, or as many of them as you can together 'r, 
think you that your labour would be in vain in 
the Lord? Impoffiblc, Sir! O defpair not! 
Charity hopcth ail things, and a& Kempis faith, 
** It trieth all things, aiS bringeth many things 
to pafs, which would appear impoflible to him>, 
who defpaireth, hateth,. or careth not for the 
flieep." 

If you want a coach,, or a friend to accompany 
you,, when you go upon this errand of love,, 
remember there is a 'Ibomton in London, and 
an Ireland in Briftol, who will wiih you God 
fpeed, and make your way plain before you; 
and God will, raife many more to concur in the 
peaceful work. Let me humbly in treat you to 
go to work, ani to .pcrfeverc in it. I wifh I 
had ftrength to be at leafl: your poftilion when 
you go. I would drive,, if not like Jehu,. at leaft 
with fomc degree of cheerful fwiftnefs, while 
Chrift fmiled on the Chrillian attempt.. But 1 
am confident you can do all in the abfcnce, and 
without the concurrence of him who is,, with, 
brotherly love,, and dutiful refpeft, Hon. and. 
dear Sir,.your obedient fervant in the gofpel, - 

L F.. 

Nyon,.June 2d,, 1778.. 

Mr* William Perronet. 

My dear Friend,. 

WHEN I wrote to you laft,. 
I mentioned two Ladies 
of your, family,, who. hav^ mariied two bxotVv^^^t, 
Y a >fi^V\\^. 



[ 262 ] 

Meffrs. Monod. Since tliat time, they have re- 
quefted me, to fend to your father the enclofed 
memorial, which I hope will prove of ufe to 
your family. As the bad writing and the lan- 
guage may make the underftanding of it difficult 
to you, I fend you the fubftance of it, and of the 
letter of the Ladies' lawyer, as follows. — * * 

4k * * * «.«« «« 

*««« « *« mm 

«*♦« m «-» mm 

» 4t « « 

While I invite you to make your title clear 
to a precarious eftate on earth, permit me, my 
dear Sir, to remind you of the heavenly inheri- 
tance entailed on believers. The will, the new 
teftament by which we can recover it, is proved. 
The court is juft and equitable, the Judge is 
gracious and loving. To enter into pofleflion 
of a part of the eftate here, and of the whole 
hereafter, we need only believe, and prove 
evangelically, that we are believers. Let us^ 
then, fet about it noWf with earneftnefs, with 
perfeverance, and with a full affurance, that, 
through grace, we Ihall infallibly carry our 
caufe. Alas! what are eflates and crowns, to 
grace and glory? The Lord grant, that we, 
and all our Iriends, may chufe tHe better part^ 
which your brother, my dear friend, fo happily 
chofe. And may we firmly ftand to the choice, 
as he did, to the laft* My beft refpef^s wait 
upon your dear father, your fifters, and nieces. 
God reward your kindnefs to me upon them, 
all! 

I have had a pull back fince I wrote laft. 
After I left Mr. IteUivd ^^ ^'Ucon^ to Ihorten 
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my journey and cnjojj new profpeSs, I ventured 
to crofs the mountains, which feparate France 
from this country. But on the third day of the 
journey 9 I found an unexpected trial; a large 
hill, whofe winding roads were fo fteep, that 
though we fed the horfes with bread and wine, 
they could fcarcely draw the chaife, obliged 
me to walk in all the ftcepeft places. The 
climbing lafted feveral hours, the furi was hot, 
I perfpircd violently, and the next day I fpit 
blood again. I have chiefly kept to goat's milk 
ever fince, and hope I fhall set over this death 
alfo, becaufe I find myfelf, blefled be God, bet^ 
ter again, and my cough is neither frequent nor 
violent. 

This is a delightful country. If you come 
to fee it, and claim the eftate, bi^g all the 
papers and memorials your father can coUeft, 
and come to fhare a pleafant apartment, and one 
of the fineft profpefts in the world, in the houfc 
where I was born. God blels you, my dear 
friend! Believe me, Dear Sir &c 1. F. 

Nyon,July 15th, lyySt 

James Ireland Efq. 

My dear Friend, 

T Have ventured to preach 
■' once, and to expound once 
in the church. Our minifters are very kind 
and preach to the purpole: a young one of this 
town gave us lately a very excellent, gofpel 
fermon. Grown up people ftand faft in their 
ftupidity, or in their fcU-ii^Vvl^oufevRfer» ^"^sr. 



[ 264 J 

day I preached* I met with feme children vv 
my wood walking or gathering ftrawbcirics. 
I fpoke to them about our Fatherr our Cmwc 
Father— We felt a touch of brotherly affcftion. 
They faid they would fing to their Father, as 
we lias the birds; and followed me attempUng I 
to make fuch melody as you know is comffloiily j 
made in thefe parts. I outrode them, but fooie ; 
of them had the patience to follow me home, 
a:id • f:iid they would fpeak with me ; but the 
people of the houfe ftopt them, laying I wooU 
not be troubled with children. They cried voA 
faid, Thfy were fare I lUJuU not Jay fo, for l'^ 
their good brother* The next day when 1 heaid 
it, I enquired after them, and invited them to 
come to me ; which they have done every day 
fince. I make them little hymns which they 
fing. Some of them are under fweet drawings, 
yefterday, I wept for joy, on hearing one fpcak 
of conviction of fin, and joy unlpeakable in 
Chrift which had followed, as would do an ex- 
perienced believer in Briftol. Laft Sunday 1 
met them in the wood : there were 1 00 of theiD# 
and as many adults. Our firft Paftor has fince 
defired me to defift from preaching in the wooA^ 
(for I had exhorted) for fear of giving umbrage '» 
and I have complied from a concurrence of ci"^' 
cumftances which are not worth mentioning' 
I therefore meet them in my Father's yard. 

In one of my letters, 1 promifed you {ort^ 
anecdotes, concerning the death of our tv^ 
great phiiofophers, Voltaire and Roffeau. Nt ] 
Tronchin, the Phyfician of the Duke of Orleaf: " 
being fent for to attend Voltaire in his illne^ 
at Paris, Voltaire faid to him, " Sir, I deli^ 
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" you would fave my life. I will pivc you the 
** half of my fortune, if you lengmen out my 
** days only for fix monuis. If not, I ihall go 
** to the Devil, and Ihali carry you away along 
** with me." 

Mr. Roffcau died more decently, as full of 
himfelf as Voltaire was ot" the wicked one. He 
paid that attention to nature and the natural 
fim, which the Chriftian pays to grace and the 
Sun of righteouihefs. Thefe are fome of his 
laft words to his wife, which I copy from a 
printed letter circulating in thefe parts. ** O- 
pen the window, that I may fee the green fields 
once more. How beaubful is nature! How 
wonderful is the fun! See that glorious light 
it fends forth! It is God, who calls me. — 
How pleaiing is death, to a man who is not 
confcious of any fin I O God ! my foul is now 
as pure as when it firft came out of thy hands : 
crown it with thy heavenly blifs !" — God deli- 
ver us from /e// and Satan f the internal and ex- 
ternal fiend f The Lord forbid we fliouid fall 
into the fnare of the Sadducees, with the former 
of thole two famous men, or into that of the 
Httrifees with the latter. Farewell in Jefus. 

I. F. 



Nyon, Sep. 25th, 1778." 

Jam'es Ireland Efq, 

My dear Friend, 

T Am juft returned from an ex- 
, -^ curfion I made with my bro- 

^^^j through the fine vale in the midft of the 
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bigh hill«« which divide France from this coun* 
try. In that vdle wc found three lakes, one on 
French ground, and two or. Swiis; the largeft 
is lix miles lung ana two wide. It is the part 
ot the country \chere induflry is moft apparent, 
and where pupuhtion thrives beft. The inha- 
Liunts are chictiy woodmen, coopers, watch- 
makers, and jewclicrs. They toid me, they had 
tlie bell ll::ging, and the bcft pieacher in the 
country. I a'Kcd, If any finners were converted 
under his miniftry? They flared, and aftci 
" What I infant by couvcrfion V" Wlicn I 
had expi:uiied mylclf, they faid, " We d^l 
not live ia the time ol miracles." 

I wjls better fatlsSed in pafling through a part 
of the vale which belongs u the King ot Fnnce. 
I faw a prodigious coacourfe of people^ and 
fuppofed they Jcept a fair, but was ajgreeably fuTr 
prized to fijid it was three Miffionaries, who 
WLiit about as itinerant preachers to help the 
rtjiuliir clergy. They h:id been there already 
fo.ne days, aud were tnree brothers who preach- 
ed nianimg and evening. The evening fervicc 
opened by wliit iney called a conference. One 
of the Milfiouaries t jok the pulpit^ and the pa* 
rilli Prieil propolcd queftions to him, which hfi 
anl'wcrcd at lull length and in a very edifying 
manner. The lubje<^l: was the unlawfulnefs an^i 
the uiilchief of thole methods, by which perfor^^ 
of different fexes lay fnares for each other, an"* 
corrupt each others morals. The fubje^t w^"^ 
treated with delicacy, propriety and trutlu Tl^] 
method was admirably well calculated to dra"^ 
and fi)C the attention of a mixed multitude 
This conference being ended, another MifSon^ 
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TV took (he pulpit. HU text was our Lord's 
dfefcription oi" the day of Judgment* Before 
the lermon, all tliofe who for the prefs couJd 
fene^I, did, and fung a French hymn to beg 
a bleffing upon the word; and indeed it was 
bleffed. An awful attention was vifible upon 
moft, and for a good part of the difcourfe, 
the voice of the preacher was almoft lofl in 
the cries and bitter wailings of the a\idience. 
When the outcry began, the preacher was de- 
fcribing the departure of the wicked into eter- 
nal file. They urged that God was mcrcilul, 
and that Jefus Chrift had Ihed his blood for 
them. •* But that mercy yoii have flighted (re- 
plies the Judge) and now is the time of juftice; 
that blood you have trodden undeV loot, and 
now it cries for vengeance. Know Your day— 
flight the Father's mercy and the Sou's blood 
. no longer." I have feen but once or twice 
congregations as much affefted in England. 
• One of our Minifters being ill, I ventured a 
fccond time into the pulpit lafl Sunday; and 
the Sunday before, I preached iix miles oH to 
wiooo people in a jail yard, where they were 
Come to lee a poor murderer two days before 
his execution. I was a little abufecl by the 
bailiff on the occafion, and refufed the liberty 
^f attending the poor man to the fcaffold wlicre 
He was to be broken on the wheel. I hope he 
^ied penitent. The day before he fuflFered, he 
"tkid he had broken his irons, and that as he 
^eferved to die, he defired new ones to b^ put 
^>n, left he Ihould be tempted to make his efcape 
^ fecond time. 

You afk, What I defign to do ? I pro^fi^ U vt. 
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be the Lord's will to fpend the winter here, to 
bear my teftimony agauift the trade of my coun- 
trymen, which Voltaire defcribes thus— 

Barbares, dent la guerre eft T unique 

metier, 
£t qui vendent leur fang a qui veut k 

paier.* 

In the Spring, I (hall if nothing prevents 
return to England with you, or with Mr. Pcr- 
runet, if his atfairs are fettled, or alone if other 
ways fail. In the mean while, I rejoice litk 
you in Jefus, and in the glorious hope of that 
complete falvation his faithfulnefs has promifedf 
and his power can never be at a lofs ,to beftowi 
We muft be faved by faith and hope till we arc 
faved by perfeft love, and made partakers of 
heavenly glory, 

I am truly a Jlranger here. Well then, as 
ftrangers let us go where we Ihall meet the 
aflembly of the righteous gathered in Jefus. 
Farewell in him, you and yours. I. F. 

Nyon, Feb. 2d, I779» 
James Ireland Efq. 

My dear Friend, 

T Am forry to hear tliat yoU 
-■' are ftill tried by illnefs ; but 
our good, heavenly Father will have us to liv^ 
with one foot on earth, and the other in th^ 
ftirrup of our infirmities, ready to mount an{> 
pafs from time into eternity. He is wife ; hi^ 
wiJl be done, his name praifcd, and our foul^ 
faved, tho' it be by Ikin of our teeth! 

lan^ 
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I am better, thank God, and ride out every 
day when the flippery roads will permit me to 
venture without the rifk of breaking my horfes 
legs and my own neck» You will alk me how 
I have fpent my time : I pray, have patience, 
rejoice, and write when I can ; I faw wood in 
the houfe when I cannot go out, and eat grapes, 
of which I have always a baiket by me. Our 
little Lord Lieutenant has forbidden the mini- 
fters to let me exhort in the parfonage, becaufe 
it is the Sovereign's houfe. My fecond brother 
has addreffed a memorial to him, in which he 
informs him, that he will give up neither his 
religious nor civil liberty, and will open his 
houfe for the word of God ; and accordingly we 
have iince met at his houfe. On Sunday we 
met at the young Clergyman's, who, on his 
part, writes againft the conduft of the Clergy ; 
but I fear we fence againft a wall of brafs. 
However I am quite jperfuaded 'that Providence 
calls me to leave a teitimony to my French bre- 
thren, and it may be of fome ufe when I fliall 
be no more. I have been comforted by feeing 
the Apology of a Minifter at Yverdon, who was 
perfecuted in the beginning of this century 
under the name of Pictift. I have got acquaint- 
ed with a faithful Minifter of Geneva, but he 
dares no more offer me his pulpit than my 
brother in law at Laufanne. 

The Lord was not in the forwardnefs of the 
young man I mentioned. It was but a fire of 
ftraw; and he has now avoided ine for fome 
weeks. Several young women feem to have re- 
ceived the word in the love of it, and four or 
five grown up ones ; but not one man except 

Z >&\s. 
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the young hopeful Clergyman I naention, who 
helps me at my little meetings 2nd begins to 
preach extempore. I hope he will CxMid his 
ground better than he, who was fuch an approv* 
er when you were here, and is now dying aiier 
hiving drawn back to the world. 

The truths I chiefly iaGft upon, when I tdk 
to the people who will hear me, are thofe which 
1 feed upon myfelf as ray daily bread—" Gcd 
*• our Maker and Prefervcr, tho' invifiblc, is 
** kere and every where. He is our chief f«*4 1 
** becaule all beauty and all goodnefs cenlenioi ' 
'* and Hows from him. He is efpeciallv Lnci \ 
'' and love in us, being his image, is the iM 
** and fubflance of all moral and ^>i^itual esDtl- 
" lence— of all true and lafting blifs. In Adam 
" we are all eftranged from love and from G^i 
*' but the fecond Adam, Jefus, Emmanuel, God 
" with us, is come to make us know and enjoy 
** again our God as the God of love and the 
** chief good. All who receive Jefus, receive 
** power to become the fons of God kc kc." 

I hope I Ihall be able to fet out for England 
with Mr. Perronet in April or May. O that f 
may find that dear idand in peace within and 
without! Well, I hope you make peace in the 
Church if you cannot make peace with the 
Patriots.— -God is a good God : do you know 
the coats and (hoes you gave me have lafted d 
this whiUf and are yet good ; fo that I need not 
draw upon your banker. Thank God and you 
for a thoufand favours! God blefs and comlbit 
you my dear friend! We are poor creaturA 
but we have a good God to caft all our burden* 
upoui and who often burdens us that we mif 

have 
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have our conftant and free rccourfe to his boun- 
ty, power, and faithfulnefs. Stand faft in the 
faith. Believe lovingly and all will be well, 
farewell. I. F. 



Nyon, May 22d, 1779. 

Iklr. Charles Greenwood. 

My dear Friend, 

T Am yet alive, able to 

-■- ride out, and now and 

tficn to inftruft a few children. I hope Mr. 

Perronet will foon have fettled his afiFairs, and 

thcn^pleafe God, I (hall inform you by word of 

tnouth, how much I am indebted to you, Mrs» 

Greenwood, and Mrs. Thornton. I know it 

fo much the more now, as I have made trial of 

the kindnefs of my relations in Adam : thofe 

in Chrift exceed them as far in my account, as 

grace docs nature. Thank and falute them 

earneAly from me, and to thofe of your own 

boulehold, pleafe to add Mr. John and Charles. 

Wefley, Dr. Coke, Mr. Atlay Sec. That the 

Lord would fill you all with his choiccft blef- 

iings, as you have done me, is, My dear Friend, 

the earneft prayer of your poor penfioner, I. F.. 

P. S. Mr. Perronet wants me to fill up his 

letter. I would gladly do it, with thanks to 

God for his unipcakable gifts — ^his Son, his 

Spirit, and his word ! And thanks be to his 

people, for their kindnefs towards the poor, the 

nek, rhe ftranger, and efpecially towards me! 

But at this time, a fleeplefs night and a conftant 

toDthrache,t ^wifit me for aknoft every tiaiviv^, \iMt. 

Z z Vj^xi^. 



[ 272 1 

Iyii;g down under the crofs, killing the rod| and 
re j(jki!ig in hope of a better ftate, in this world 
or i:i the next. But, perhaps, weakneft and 
pi in are the beft for me in this world. Welli 
the Lord will chufe for me, and I fully fet my 
heart and feal to his choice* Let us not faint 
in tlie day of adverfity. The Lord tries us, 
that our faith may be found purged of all the 
drofs of I'cif-will, and may work by that love, 
vhich beareth all things, and thinketh cvi/af 
nolhi:i^. Our calling is to follow the Cnidfi; 
ed, and we muft be crucified with him, im^ 
body and foul know the power of his refuncfti- 
on, and pain and death are done away. 

I ho|^ my dear friend will make, with me, 
a conftant cnoice of the following mottos of St. 
Paul — Chrijl ts^ain In life and deatS^^Jur life is lid 
xjitli Chiijl'in God — // xve fufer with him^ we JhS 
alfo rtign with him — We glory in tribulation— God 
u'iH give us reft with Chrtjt^ in that day — We are 
fdjcd fy hope. And that Mifs Thornton will 
alwayr, by word and deed ftand to her motto, 
and rejoice in the Lord our God, Creator, Re- 
deemer, and Sanftifier, To him let us give 
glory in the f res. Amen. 

Nyon, Dec. 15th, 1779. 
To a Nobleman. 

My Lord, 

tF the American Colonies and 

-*- the Weft India Iflands are rent 

from the crown, there will not grow one ear of 

corn the lefs in Great Britain. We fhall A^ 

liave the neceffaiks ot Ufe» ^xv4^ 'what is moic^t 
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the gofpcl and liberty to hezr it. IF the gneatr 
Iprings of trade and wealth are cut off, good 
men will bear that lofs without much forrow ; 
for fprin» of wealth are always fprings of 
luxury^ Mfhich, fooner or later, deftroy the em* 
pires corrupted by wealth. Moral good may 
come out of our lofles: I wifh you may fee it 
la England. People on the Continent imagine 
they &c it already in the Engliili on their tra-^ 
velsp who are faia to behave with more wifdom,. 
and lels haughtinefs, than they were ufed to do. 
Lad year law the death of three great men of 
thefe parts— Roffeau, Voltaire, and Baron Haller,. 
a fenatoc of Berne. The laft, who is not much 
known, I think, in England, \v2ls a great philo- 
IbpheCi a profound politician, and an agreeable 

Set; but he was particularly famous for his. 
11 in botany, anatomy, and phyfick.. He has. 
enriched the repuhlick of letters by fuch a num- 
ber o£ publications in Latin, and German, that 
the catalogue of them is alone a pamphlet. 

This truly, great man has given anotlicr proof 
of the truth of Lord Bacon's affertion, that,, 
•• although fmatterers in philofophy are often 
impious, true philofophers are always religious.**' 
Lhave met with aa old, pious,, apoftolick Cler- 
gyman, who was intimate with the Baron, and 
ufed to accompany him over the Alps, in his 
rambles after the wonders of nature. " With 
what pleafure, faid the minifter, did we admire 
and adore the wiPdom of the God of nature,. 
and fand^Hfy our refearches by the fweet praifes^ 
of the God of grace!" 

When the Emperor pafiTed this way, he ftab- 
bcd. Voltaire to the heart, by not paying l\vm ?l' 
Z 3 N\^^^.V 



upon nis aeatn oea, tie went inr< 
conlli6ts about his intereft in Chrift ; a: 
the old minifter, requefting his ma 
prayers, and wilhing him to find 
through tlie dark valley fmoother than 
it himfelf. However, in his laft moi 
exprelFed a renewed confidence in Got 
through Chrift, and died in peace, 
clergyman added, that he thought 1 
went through this conflift, to hun 
thoroughly, and, perhaps, to chaftiz( 
having fometimes given way to a degrc 
complacence, at the thought of his 
parts, and of the refpeft they procured 
the learned world. He was obliged t 
laft in his own eyes, that he might be 
and truly great in the fight of the JjOi 
My Lard, &c I. F. 



Madeley, Sep. 
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xxaturei from one glotiouSf and glorifying degree 
of loue to another. Love always delights in the 
object loved. Delight thou in the Loid^ then, and 
ihoujhalt have thy heart's dejire ; for we can dcfire 
nothing more than the fuprttne goodf and injihite 
blifs: both are hi God. vVhen, thtrelort, we 
love God truly, we delight in what he is, we iliarc 
in his infinite happinels; and by divine fympa- 
thyt his throne of glory becomes ours ; for true 
love rejoices in all the joy of the object it 
cleaves to. Add to this, that, when we love 
Cody we have always our hearts defire; lor we 
love his wilU his defires become ours, and ours 
axe always pcrfedly refigned to his. Now as 
God does whatever he pleaies both in heaven 
and earth, his lovers have always their hearts 
defiiv, forafmuch as they always have his will, 
which is theirs. Submitting our private will to 
his, is only preferring a greater good to a left, 
as our Lord did in the garden ; and we are all 
called to do it in afBidions. Farewell, my dear 
friend, and excufe thefe refie6^.ions, which you 
could make much better than your humble 
fervarit, L F. 

Madeley, Sep. 39th, i78i« 

TTht Right Hon. Lady Mary Fitzgerald. 
My dear and honoured Friend, 

Y^U have been in the fire of 

•■' affliftion, where faith is tri- 

%d, where patient hope is exercifed, and where 

perfe^l love, which cafts out fear, and endut^lfe. 

^m thiDgs, is proved worthy of bvtn, viVio m^^^ 
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bare his breafty and faid to his Father, Lo! Icm 
to do thy milU God! I come to be obedient . 
unto death, even the painful, Ihameful death of 
the crofs, ) 

Continue to offer your body as a living, or, 
if it pleafe God, as a lingering, dying (acrifice 
to him, who has decreed, that if we will teigp 
with Chrift, we muft Jujfer with him. This is 
our rejifonable fervice ; for it would be abfurd, 
that our Lord ftiould have been perfeftcd hj 
fufferings, thorns, and the crofs, and thaf »f 
fhouid hiive nothing but enjoyment, rofcs, »4 
a crown. How faithful, how merciful is out 
God! He brings you once more from the 
verge of eternity: well, my dear friend, I wel- 
come you back into life, and into the enjoy- 
ment of farther opportunities of receiving and 
doing good,— of growing in grace, and pcrfeft- 
ing hoiinefs in the fear of the Lord. 

Chaftened, fpared like you, and more and 
more convinced, that I am helpleffnefs itfelff 
and that there is help laid on our Surety and 
Saviour for us, I invite you to fay with me— 
When I am ivea'^ Chrift my life is ftrong ftiH* 
for me to live iJiaii he Chriji^ and to die gain. Deal 
Madam, to know the bare crofs is uncomfort- 
able ; but to know, and gather the fruit of that 
tree, is life from the dead, it is more abundant 
life after fainting. Let us then know, i. e. con- 
fider, and embrace Jefus Chrift crucified to ^^^^i 
an end of lin ; — 'fhcdding tears, and his m^ft 
precious blood, to cleanfe us from all fni ; J^ 
trace again the divine image, goodnei's, lo^'^J 
and happinels on our fouls, and to fcal our fi^ 
litie to glory,, 
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" Not a text,*' fay you, « e:ame to me, only 
I knew none ptnmed at his feet:'' then^ you 
temembered Chrift, the fum and fubjlance of all 
the fcriptures; then you believed on hinf), in 
whom all the fweeteft texts, and all the promifes 
are yea, and amen* O believe more fteadily, 
more confidently. Dare even to obey the! 
apoflolick precept, Reckon yourfelves dead indeed, 
unto Jin, but alive to God by Jefus Chrifi our Lord. 
Embrace with more earneftnefs, the rigbteoufnefs 
offaithf and you will have more peace and joy 
in the Holy Ghoft, Rejoice in Chrift, your 
peace; yea, rejoice in God, your Saviour; and 
if there is a needs be, for your being in heavi- 
nefs for a leafon, rejoice in tribulation : forrow- 
fulf but always rejoicing. " When I am deftitute 
of all comfort, this (hall yield me comfort," 
faith Kempis, " that thy will is done." If 
Abraham believed in hope againft hope, that is 
againft human, natural hope; can you not, 
through grace, as a daughter of Abraham, rejoice 
in heavenly hope againft all natural feelings, 
and even againft all temptations ? Count it all 
joy, fays St. James, when you fall into divers tempta- 
tions and trials. Don't be afraid of the ftorm : 
Chrift is in the ftiip, and he does not deep, as 
unbelief is apt to fancy. 

I thank you, my dear Lady, for your friend- 
ly willi of leaving your clay here. I return it, 
by wifliing you may leave all the body of fin, 
now, in that myfterious grotto of mount Calva- 
ry, where myriads of finners have buried their 
doubts, their fears, and theif old man. Prop 
up your clay a little longer; for I want to fing 
with you. Salvation to God and the Lamb. I want 



don, Detore you lee your luiure n 
All iny brotherly love goes to Town, 
lutes you and yoiu- good nurfes, Mrs. ( 

Mrs. , Mrs. , Mrs. L 

to whofe continued care, as well as t< 
our dear Redeemer, I earneftly recomm 
I ain, My dear Lady, Your obedient, ; 
ate fervant, I. F. 



Crofs Hall, Yorkfhire, Dec. 261 

ThcHon. Mn. C . 

My very dear Friend, 

yOUR favour of 
* inftant did nc 
me until a confiderable time after date, 
my being dill abfent from Madeley ; < 
man of this neighbourhood having mad( 
change with me, to facilitate my fettli 
-affairs of a temporal nature in this 
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to pray for a fulnefs of Chrift's holy, gentle^ 
meek, loving Spirit, that I may love my wife, 
as he loved his Spoufe, the Church. But the 
emblem is greatly deficient ; the Lamb is wor-». 
thy of his fpoufe, and more than worthy, where- 
as I muft acknowledge myfelf unworthy of the 
yoke- fellow, whom Heaven has referred for 
me. She is a perfon after my own heart ; and 
I make no doubt we fliall increafe the number 
of the happy marriages in the Church Militant. 
Indeed they are not fo many, but it may be 
worth a Chriftian*s while to add one more to 
the number. God declared it was not good, 
that man, a focial being, (hould live alone, and 
therefore he gave him a help meet for him : for 
the fame reafon our Lord fent forth his difciples 
two and two. Had I fearched the three king- 
doms, I could not have found one brother wil- 
ling to fliare gratis my weal, woe, and labours,, 
and complaifant enough to unite his fortunes to 
mine; but God has found me a partner, afjler^ 
a xmfe, to ufe St. Paul's language, who is net 
afraid to face with me the colliers and bargemen. 
of my parifti, until death part us. 

Buried together in our country village, we 
fhall help one another to trim our lamps, and 
wait, as I truft you do continually, for the com- 
ing of the heavenly Bridegroom. Well; for 
us the heavenly child is born, to us a double 
foh is given, and with him the double kingdom 
oF grace and glory. O my dear friends let us 
prefs into, and meet in both of thefe kingdoms. 
Our Surety and Saviour is the way and the door 
into them ; and blefled be free grace, the way is 
A a free. 



free, ai the King*s highway, and the door open,' 
like the arms oi Jefus crucided. 

January ift, 1782. I live, biefFed be God, to 
devote inyfelf again to hb bleded fer\'ice in this 
world, or in the nest, and to wilh my de.r 
friends ail the bleffin^s of a year of Jubilee. 
Whatever this year bring forth, may it bring 
us the fulled mcifures of Iklvation attainable on 
earth, and the moft complete preparation for 
heaven. I have a folema call to gird my loins 
and keep my lamp burning. Sirajigely reftore-rf 
to health and ftrength confidering my rears i 
by the good nurling of my dear Partner, f vci\- 
turcd to preach of late as often as I did former- 
ly, and after having read prayers and preached 
twice on Chriftmas day &c, I aid, laft Sunday 
what I had never done — I continued doing duty 
from 10 till paft 4 in the afternoon, owing to 
chriftenings, churchings and the facrament which 
I adininiftered to a church full of people; fo that 
I was obliged to go from the communion table 
to begin the evening fervice, and then to vifit 
fo:ne lick. This his brought back upon me one 
of my old, dangerous fymptoms, io that I had. 
flittered inyfelf in vain, to do the whole duty 
ot my own pariili. My dear wile is nurling me 
W)th the teiidereil Ci/.e, gives me up to God 
with the greatell reiigiiation, and helps me to 
rejoice, thai lite and death, health and ficknels, 
work ail for our good, and are all out^s^ as blellisd 
inllruments to forward us in our journey to 
heaven. We intend, to fet out for Made ley 
to morrow. The profpeft of a winters journey 
is not Iweet ; but the prdfpeft of meeting you 
and your dear lifter, and Lady Mary, and Mrs. 
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L — and Mrs. G— r-:-, and all our other 

companions in tribulation in heaven, is delight- 
ful. The Lord prepare and fit us for that glo- 
rious meeting! As foon as I reach Madelcy, I 
fhali write to Lady Mary. Give my beft re- 
fpeSs to her, to our dear Sifter, and to the La- 

. dies I have juft named ; and believe me to be, 
My dear Friend and Fellow traveller to Zion, 
Your moft obliged and afl[e6lionate Servant, 

I. F. 

P. S. If Lady Huntingdon is in London, I 

would beg you to prefent my duty to her, with 

' my beft wilhes. 

Madeley,Jan. 178a. 

The Right Hon. Lady Mary Fitzgerald, 

T Th^nk you> My Lady, for youi 

"■■ kind congratulations on my 

jnartiage. The Lord has indeed blefled me with 

'i Partner after my own heart — dead to the 
world, and wanting, as well as myfelf, to be fill* v 
ed with all the lite of God. She joins me in 

' dutiful thanks to your Ladyftiip, for your oblig- 
ing remembrance of her in your kind letter^ 

' and will help me to welcdihe you to the little 
hermitage we fpoke of laft year in London, if 

■ your Ladyftiip's health or taue, fliould call you 
to . retire for a y^hllc from the hurry of the 
Town. 
What a difference between the court of the 

. Hing of kingjs, and that of King Geotge! Ho\t 

Ejaceable the former, how full of hurry the 
tterl The Prince himfeif welcovxit^ m's.^ "^^ik 
A a i \ic^sAM^s^ 
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manifefts hiir.felf to las, as Prince of peace, as 
Emmanuel, God with us. He will even bring 
his kingdom, and keep his court in our hearts* 
If we open them, by the attention and recol- 
leftion of faith, he will even fup with us, and 
make us tafte the fweetnefs of that bread, which 
came down from heaven, and the virtue of the 
blood, which clcanfes from all fin. That this 
may be our conflant experience, and that of oiir 
dear companions in tribulation in St. James's 
place, is the fincere and frequent wifli of, Mj 
Lady, Your moft obliged and obedient fa- 
vant, 1. F. 

Madeley, Aug. 28th, I'fii* 

The Right Hon. Lady Mary Fitzgerald. 
My honoured Friend, 

/^ RACE, Mercy, and hum- 
^-^ ble love be multiplied to 

J on from God our Father, and from our Lord 
cfus Chrift, through the eternal Spirit; in 
whufe name we were baptized into the body of 
the Church, the Spoufe of the Son of Godt 
The Lord has peculiar favours in (lore for your 
Ladyihip, and for me : tiie proof is, that we are 
ajfiicted. Have you been in a weak ftate of 
health? I have had the honour to drink of your 
cup: the influenza has laid me down, but the 
Lord, has raifed-ime up again; and when I was 
p.irtly well, I brvi^ke my fliin accidentally ((hould 
I not fay providentially) againft a bench, and 
the cohlequence was my being confined by a 
bad leg to my bed, viVv^uc^ 1 ^tv\.^ tlv^Ce lines.' 



I 
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O may they he lines of confolation to my dea? 
friend I Mav .the God of all Grace, who com* 
forts unworthy me^ rejoice. your o^teilcd \iCdrtf 
and make it overflow with his patient love, and 
fan6lifying truth. 

You ftiil complain of vilefetf: t wifh you joy^ 
for your knowing your enemy.' Let vile felf be 
reduced to order ^ and> tho*^ he be a bad mafter^ 
he will become an excellent fervanU If you fay^ 
bow iAall I do this? I reply ^ by letting the 
Lord, the Maker, the Preferver, the Redeemer, 
the Lover of your foul, afcend upon the throne 
of your thoughts',. wilU and atfeftions. Who 
defer ves to engrofe and fill them better than he 
does? Is he not your firft Lord, your beft Huf- 
band, your moft faithful Friend^ and your great* 
eft Benefaftor ? If you fay, " I da not fee 
him;'*' Treplv, that you never faw the foul of 
any of your Friifnds; — ^nor do you fee even the 
body of him you call your idol. O! allow Jc^ 
hovah, the Supreme Being, to be to you^ what' 
he deferves to lie, all in mU One lively aft of 
faith, one aflent and cOnfent to this delightfut 
truth, that your Father, who is in heaven, loves? 
you a thoufand times more than you love yout^ 
idol, (for God's love is like himlelf, infinite and 
boundlefs) will fet your heart at liberty, and- 
even make it dance for joy. What, if, to this 
rayifhing conlideration, you add the tranfport- 
ing truth, that the Son of God, fairer than the 
fons of men, and brighter tha-i angels, ha&- 
loved you unto death — to the deaii^ of the croTs, 
and loves you ftill, more than all your friends 
dOf were their love coUefted into one heart;: 
could you help thinking, with 2l dt^\^^ oS. Vs^- 
Aa a ^^ 
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ous gratitude, of fuch an inftance of divine cmi- 
delcenlioa? No, your vUefelf would.be encbled^ 
raifedf expanded^ and fet at liberty, by this evan- 
gelical thought, and if you did not deftroy this 
divine conception, if you nouriflied this little 
degree of the love of Chrift, Emmanuel, the 
God of love would be more fully manifefted in 
you, and falvation would from this moment 
gro'v ill your foul. Jefus would grow in your 
believing, loving heart ; felf would be no wdy, 
Emmanuel would be all in all ; and Lady V^ 
would iliare all the happinefs, and, e'er long, "I 
the glory of that favoured Virgin whom all the 
nations ihall call bleffed. You bear her name; 
let her Son by the incorruptible feed of the 
word, be alfo formed in you through faith ; anji 
you will be fo taken up by this wonder of di- 
vine love, fo employed in praifing your Fathers 
mercy, and Saviour's love and tendernefs, that 
you will hive but little time to fpeak either of 
go) J or bad felf. When felf is forgotten as «o- 
tlihg before God, you put felf in its proper 
place ; and you make room for the heavenly Be- 
ing, whofe holy and happy exiftence you are to 
Ih'.idow out. 

If you have left off attending on the Princefs» 
attend on the Prince of peace with double dih" 
geace. If you have been wanting in that fwect 
and honourable duty, it is becaufe the enemy 
has told you lies of your Saviour, and has caft ^ 
veil over the,, love of his heart, and the bciiii^y 
of his face. See the fnare, and avoid it. 

Shill we ever hivc the honour of feeing yo^^* 
my Lady ? My wife, who joins in refpe6lful 1^^"^^ 
and thanks to your Li-a^d^VVvx^^ ^ox ^^^\Mt teme^' 
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biam:eof her» fays, (he will do her beft to ren- 
der our cold home fafe for you, if not conveni- 
ent. You woula have had a repeated invitation 
from us, if fear, and a concern for your health, 
heightened by the bad weather, had not check- 
ed our defires to have an opportunity of aflur- 
ing you here, how much we are devoted to your 
fervice. But the roads and the weather begin- 
ning to mend, we venture to offer you the beft 
apartment in our hermitage, I wifh it were 
large enough to take in dear Mrs. G— — , and 
our dear friends in St. James's Place ; but we 
have only two fmall rooms; to which, however, 
you would be received with two enlarged 
nearts; I mean thore of. My honoured Lady, 
Your Ladyfliips obedient, devoted fervants, 

I. and M. F. . 

Madeley, Dec. 19th, 1782. 

The ReT. Mr. Charles Wefley. 

Rev. and dear Sir, 

T Thank you for your 
^ hint about exemplify- 
ing the love of Chrift and his Church. I hope 
we do. I wis afraid, at firft, to fay much of the 
matter: for new married people do not at firft 
know each other : but having now lived four- 
teen months in my new ftate, I can tell you. 
Providence has referved a prize for me, and that 
my wife is far better to me, than the Church to 
Chrift ; fo that if the parallel fails, it will be on 
my fide. 

Be fo good as to pcrufe the enclofed flieets* 
Mr. De Luc, to whom they axe ^d^^xe^^^/^^ 
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Reader to the Queen, and the Author of fame 
volumes of Letters to her: he is a true philofo- 
phcr. I flutter myfelf, he will prefent my letlej 
to the Qneen, Do you find any thing mfrofn 
in the addition 1 have made to my f oem? I 
wifh I were near you for vour criticifms: you 
would direft me, both as a n)et and a Frtnchm. 
I have yet ftreng^th enough to do my pariffi 
duty without the help of a Curate. O that tfic 
Lord would help me to do it acceptably and 
profitably! The colliers begun to rife in thi 
neighbourhood: happily the cockatrice's qj 
was cruihed, before the ferpent came oui. 
Mowcver, I got many a hearty curfe from the 
colliers, for the plain words I ipoke on that oc- 
calion. I want to fee days of power both mt\m 
and without [ but in the mean time I would fol- 
low ciofely my light in the narrow path. My 
wife joins me in refpeftful love to Mrs. Wefley 
and yourfelf, and requefting an intereft in your 
prayers for us, I remain, My dear Sir, You« 
affec^lionate, obliged brother, fervant and fon in 
the gofpel, I. F. 



Madeley, March 3rd, 1783. 

Mrs* Thornton. 

My dear Friend, 

Y^^'TERDAY I received your 
•■ melancholy, joyful* letter, as^ 
came from the facrament, where the grace 0^ 
God had armed me to meet the awful news* 
And is my merciful Hoft gone to reap tlie frui^ 
of his mercy to me ? I thought I Ihould hav^ 



[289 1 

been permitted to go firft and welcome him into 
everlafting habitations; but Providence has or- 
dered it otherwife, and I am left behind to fay, 
with you and dear Mrs. Greenwood, Ihe Lord 
gavCf and has taken away^ and llejfed be his holy 
name I 

The glory with which his fetting fun was 
gilded, is the greateft comfort by which Hea- 
ven could alleviate his iofs. Let me die as he 
did, and let piy laft end be like his I I was fo 
fenfibly afFefted by your account, that I could 
not help reading part of your letter at church in 
the aHernoon, and defiring all the congregation 
to join me in thankfgiving for the late mercies 
he had vouchfafed to my generous benefaftor. 
On luch occafions, let ughs be loft in praife; 
and repining in humble lubmiffion and thank- 
ful acquiefcence. I hope dear Mrs. Greenwood 
mixes a tear of joy with a tear of forrow. Who 
would not be landed on the other fide thfc 
ftream of time, if he were fure of fuch a paflage? 
Who would wi(h his beft friend back on the 
Ihores of forrow fo triumphantly left by Mr. 
Greenwood ? 

I hope Mr. Thomas Greenwood, and his bro* 
ther Jofiah, have been rooted and grounded in 
their good purpofes by their dying Father's ex- 
hortations and charges. Pray give my kindeft 
love to them both, and tell them, I join my en- 
treaties to his, that they would take to and keep 
in the way, that brought their parent peace and 
joy at the laft. 

So Mr, and Mrs. Perronet are no more ; and 
Lazarus is ftill alive! What fcenes does thi$ 
World afford? But the moft anwam^'^ c^\\2a^* 
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ly that of Emmanuel crucified » and offering us 
pdfdous ana crowns of glory. May we. ever 
gaie at that wonderful obje6t, until it has form- 
ed us into love, peace and ioy ! We thank you 
tor tlie iwect name you ftiil call us by, and we 
heartily take the hint and fubfcribe oiirfelves 
Your affectionate, grateful friends, and ready 
iervantfi in Chrift, 1. and M. F« 

Dublin, Aug. tyrd, 1763. 

The Right Hon. Lady Mary Fitzgenld. 
liuaoured and dear Madam, 

T See the truth of thofe words 
* of our Lord, In me ye Jhalt 
have feace^ comfort, ftrcngtli and joy ; Be of good 
cheer. We came here to fee the members of 
our Lord, and we find you removed, and re- 
moving farther (lill, than you now are. What 
does this Providence teach us? I learn, that I 
inuft rejoice in the Lord above all his members, 
and find them all in him, who fills all in ail; 
who is the life of all our friends, the joy of all 
our brethren. If our Lord is your life, your 
ftrength, and your all, you will remove in vain 
to the North or South; you cannot go from 
your fpiritual friends ; they will meet you in the 
common centre of all lite and righteoufnefs i 
there, they will blefs you, rejoice in your joy, 
and iympathize in your forrow. 

If ProvidencS calls you to England by Scot- 
land, by which route your Ladylhip apprehends 
fo much difficulty, you know, we muft, at liaift, 
^o to heavea by a way eq^udliy painful-l4h^ 
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tiartow w^Tv the tiray marked with blood, and 
^ith the tears and crofs of the Son of God ; and 
if we follow him weeping, we mail return with 
everlafiing joy on our heads. Even now the fore- 
taftc of thofe joys is given to us through hope, 
for by hape we are fovea*- Let our faith and hope 
be in God, rooted and grounded in him, who 
gives vital heat to our hearts, and who fans there 
the fparfc of grace, which his mercy has kind-* 
led ; and may that fparfc, by the infpiration of 
the Goly Ghoft, become a fire of holy love, 
heavenly zeal, and heavenly glory. Such pow- 
er belongeth to the Almighty. He that ffiareJ 
not hit own Sen, and has promifed us his Holy 
Spirit, which is the mighty ftreara of his grace, 
and the mighty flame of his love, will not deny 
tis that power, if we wait for it in his appointed 
ways ; and afk it in the all prevailing name of 
Emmanuel, God with us. 

My dear Partner, who, like myfelf, is deeply 
fenfible of your Ladyfliip's kindnefs in remem- 
bering us, joins me in thanks for your obliging 
note, and in cordial wiihes, that all tbe deiiics 
of your believing foul maj be granted you, 
both for time, death, and eternity. We fub- 
fcribe ourfelves with grateful fincerity, Ho- 
noured Madam, Your devoted fervants in our 
bleeding Lord. I. and M. F* 



"^^^^\t>} ^ 
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. Madeley, Nov# —— 1783. 

To William Smvth Efq. 
Dear ok, 

npHE many and great favourSi 
* you have loaded us with, du* 
ring our long ftay under your hofpitable roof, 
prompted us to make the eariieft acknowledg- 
ment of our obligations, and to beg you would 
receive our warmeft thanks for fuch unexpeAed, 
and undeferved tokens of your brotherly love. 
But the dclue of filling our only frank has 
hindered their being more early tiaced upon 
paper; though they have been, arc now, and, 
we truft, fhail ever be deeply engraven on our 
hearts. You have united for us the Irifti hofpi- 
tality, the Engiiih cordiality, and the French 
politenefs. And now, Sir, what fhall we lay? 
You are our generous benefaftor, and we are 
your attedionate, though unprofitable fervants. 
in one fenle, we are on a level with thofe, to 
whom you ihow charity in the ftreets : we can 
do nothing but pray for you, your dear Partner, 
and yours. You kindly received us for Chrift's 
fake ; may God receive you freely for his fake 
alfo! You have borne with our infirmities; — 
the Lord bear with yours alfo ! , You have 'let 
your lervant ferve us; — the Lord give ail his 
lervants and his angels charge concerning you, 
that you hurt not your foot againft a ftone, and 
may be helped out of every difficulty! You 
have given us a mofl pleafing refting place, and 
comfortable apartment under your roof, and 
next your own chamber : — the Lord grant you 
eternal reft with him in his heavtnly manfions! 

May 
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May he himfelf be your habitation and reftinff 
place for ever ; and place you and yours with 
his own jewels in the choiceft repofitory of pre- 
cious things! You have fed us with the richeft 
food :-i-May the Giver of every perfeft gift fit 
you for a place at his table, and may vou rank 
there with Abraham, Ifaac and Jacob! You 
have given us wines: — ^may you drink, with 
Chrift himfelf, the fruit of the vine, new in your 
Rither's kingdom! You have given us a rich 
provifion for the way: — when you crofs the 
flood, the deep flood of death, may you find, 
that your heavenly Lord has made fuch a rich 
provifion of faith, righteoufnefs, hope, and joy 
for you, that you may rejoice, triumph and fing, 
while you leave your earthly friends to go 
home! which, by the by, is more than we were 
enabled to do ; for inftead of finging in our 
Cdbins, there was very different melody. 

However, we could foon with grateful, joy- 
ful hearts, look back from the Britiih to the 
Irifti fhore, and greet in fpirit the dear friends 
we had left there. The Lord blefs and increafe 
them in fpiritual, and, if beft lor them, in tem- 
poral goods alfo ! The Lord crown them and 
theirs with loving kindnefs, and mercies equal 
to the love of our God, and the merits of our 
Saviour ! And now, dear Sir, what (liall I add ? 
I cannot now even fee my bible but throi^gh 
the medium of your love, and the token with 
which it alternately loads my pocket and my 
hand. I cannot even feal a letter with a good 
'^fer, but I find a new call to repeat my thanks 
to you. I would begin again, but my fcrap of 
P^per is full, as well as my heart ; and I muft 
B b ^V^« 
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fpirc a line to tell you, that I had the pleafur< 
of feeing our kind benefa^efs Mrs. Smytl 
fafe at Briftol, with her little charge and Lad] 
Mary. We beg our thanks to Jolm, Mr, am 
Mrs. Johnfon^ and all. who were kind tr> us fo 
Chrift's fake, and for vours. We remain, Dea 
Sir, Your mod afieaionate and moft obligee 
penlioners and fcrvaiits I. and M. F. 

Madeley^Nov. lySj, 
To the Society in Dublin* 

nrO all the dear Brethren, whc 
■■■ after kindly inviting John and 
Mary Fletcher, patiently bearing with them, 
3Uid their infirmities, and entertaining them ir 
the moft hofpitable, Chriftian manner, have 
added to all their former favours, that of thank- 
ing them for their moft pleafant and profitable 
journey.— 

Brethren, and dearly beloved in the Lord* 
We had felt (hamc enough under the fenfe 
of your kindnefs and patience towards us, and 
of our unprofitablenefs towards you, when at 
Dublin. You needed not have added ta our 
Ihame by the new token of your love, the 
friendly letter we have received from you. We, 
we are indebted to you, dear brethren, we owed 
you the letter of thanks, you have gratuitoufly 
lent. But in all things you will have the pre- 
eminence, and we are glad to drink the cup of 
humility at your feet. May the Lord, who can 
part a fea by the touch of a rod, and could at 
&ft caufe the earth to bring forth abundantlv 
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all manner of trees and plants without feed, fo 
blefe the feed of the word, which we fowed in 
great weaknefs among you, as to make it pro- 
duce a' full crop of humble repentance, cheerful 
faith, triumphant hope, and the fan6tifying in- 
fluences of God's Spirit in your hearts, in all 
your families, in all your affemblies, and in 
your whole focicty! li your profufe liberality 
towards aj, abounded to the comfort of our poor 
brethren, we doubly rejoice on your account, 
and on theirsm 

When we fee fo many of your dear names^ 
we rejoice in hopes, that as they fill and confirm 
an cpiftle diftated by overflowing love, fo they" 
arc enroird on the lift of the dear people, whom 
"our great High Prieft bears, not on the breaft- 
^late as Aaron, but on his bleeding hands, and 
in his very heart, which is the overflowing and 
everflowing fountain of divine and brotherly 
love* We cannot remember your faces; we 
remember what will laft longer than your fea- 
tures» your work and labour, your repafts of 
love, together with your prayers and fighs* 
May that feed fown be watered by the Redeem- 
er's blood ! We alk it with tears of gratitude 
and joy, while we, on our bended knees, fpread 
your names,, as you have kindly put them, and 
your wants, fo tar as we remember them, befbr^ 
the Father of mercies, and the Author of every 
{lerfeft gift. Let our worthlefs names ft ill find 
a place in your memory, when you remember 
your brethren diftant in the flefti, but r^ar in 
the Soirit: among fuch vouchfafe to reckon. 
Dear Brethren, Your very affeSionate and truly 
obliged fervants in Chrift, !• and M» F. 

fib a 1&^^^> 
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Madcley, Nor, ijS^. 

To Mrs, Dolier. 

A ND were my dear Brother and Sifter 
'^ Dolier pleafed by the receipt of a 
letter from luch an unworthy worm? Oh that 
1 could convey Ibme word irom the mouth of 
my adorable llord to your hearts! Oh that he 
would permit me, his poor creature, to drop a 
ientence, which might prove an encouragement 
to my dear friends in their way! Vou aik, 
«« Shall I hope to attain the cle^n heart, and 
walk in purity while here below?" Why not? 
Abraham hoped againji hope, and there Sprang from 
him, Osgood as dead, as the Jiars of heaven fir mul' 
titude. Does unbelief fay—** Thou art dead ; 
thou haft out ftayed thy day, and it is all over ?" 
then, arile out of the duft, roufe up all your 
powers ; againji hope, believe in hope, and by faith 
receive ftrength to apprehend the fulnefs of 
God. Remember Chrift is in your faith; hold 
faith, and you hold Chrift. If you know not 
how to get hold on faith, remember it is in the 
promife : feek for a promife, and lay hold there, 
iut if you cry out, ** I fee the links of the 
chain fo far oft, that, alas! I cannot .take hold 
on the promife ; I don*t know which is for me, 
I cannot reach fo far;" well, don't faint yet; 
there is another link ftill lower, that is to fay, 
your wants. Can you be fure there is a wound 
within; are you certain you are a finner? 
Weil, then, reach your hand hither, / came not 
to call the righteous, but finner s. Are you a help- 
' lefs fmner? To them, who have no might, he in- 
creqfethjlrength» Are you an ungrateful, back- 
Aiding 
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ffidmg finner? Hear him fay, TTiou hajt flayed 
the Juurtot xmth many lovers ; but return unto me Jmik 
*ike Lord. And if you* doubt, whether you may 
believe fbr a^ great meafure of holinefs; whether 
your foul^ already in old age and barren^ ihall 
Delieve for abunaant fruitfuTnefs ; anfwer your- 
fclf my dear friend, firom that word, Whofoever 
wSlf let him comef and take of the water of life freely^. 
I have juft told Mrs. Smyth of one of your 
Sfters here, once a deeoer unbeliever than your- 
felf, but now (juite full of God : I refer you to 
lier letter. O my God^ in mercy let thy power 
Tcft on thy dear fervantsl Convey, even by 
this poor fcrawl, fome power to their hearts ; 
Ibme freih light into the mighty chain » which 
be^jis with mans wickednefs, nangs on God's 
mercy in the promifes, is continued by faith 
and victory Ipringing therefrom, and ends with 
Chrift's fulnefs .becoming all in alL We pray 
the Ckxi of love to be with your children, and 
all isrha meet with them. Tell filler Hammond 
ta keep hold of the chain : it fliall draw her 
into the holy of holies. With our kindeft, and 
mbft grateful remembrance of you both, we 
•tasaint, Your fincere, but unworthy friends,. 

LandM. r. 



Madeley^ April ayth^ I784,. 

IAr« Henry Brooke. 

lily dear Brother^ 

]yrERCY„ peace and perfeft 
J-^-*- love attend you,. youE dear 
JPtetneTf. and the deai friends^ uodec your reof , 
8^3, with 
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with whom I beg you may abide under the crofi, 
till, with John, NIary and Salome, &c, you alJ 
cm fay, We are crucified xsnth him, and the life we 
now iijef we live by the faith of the Son of God, wk 
loved us and gave himfelffor us. 

You are certainly right, when you prefer the 
inward to the outward : the fovmer is the feficr; * 
but both together make up the beauty of holi- 
nefs. The inward life may be compared to flic 
hufband, the outward to the fruitful wife : what 
God hath joined together, let no man, nor cvea 
angel put afunder. ' 

With refpeft to the glory of the Lord, itisai 
handf whatever falfe wifdom and unbelief vony 
whifper to our hearts: it can be no farther off, 
than the prefence of Him, who fills all in alL 
Our wrong notions of things are a main hinder- 
ance to our ftepping into it: and perhaps our 
minding more the cherubims of* glory, than the 
plain tables, and the manna hid in the ark. 
** There is a paffiiig," fays Bromley, " from 
•* the outward to the inward^ and from the in- 
•* ward to the inmoji; and it is only from the 
«* inmojly that we can fee the Lord's fpiritiwl 

•* glory." -Pray, my dear brother, when you 

get fo fixed in the inmoft, as not to lofe fight of 
him, who dwells in the light, and in the thick 
darkneCs, let me Ihare your joy. Love will 
ma<e me partake of your happinefs. 

With reipeft to what you fay, of the king- 
don not coming with the outward pomp, which 
is difcoverable by the men of the world, it is 
ftriaiy true; but, that there is an inward difplay 
o{ power 2in(i glory under pentecoftal Chriftianity 
is undeniable, both from our Lord's promifes to 

hi3 
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his dilciplest and from their experiences, after the 
kingdom was come to them with power« It is, 
ibmetimeSy fuggefted to mc, that, as the apofiacy 
hath chiefly confifted in going after the pomp of 
the whore of Babylon, fo that while the woman, 
who fled into the wildemefs, remains there as a 
widow, (he muft be deprived even of thofe true 
ornaments, and of that fpiritual glory, which was 
beftowed upon her on the day of Pentecoft, the 
day of her efpoufals. I do not, however, clofe 
in with the iuggeftion, as I am not fure, that it 
cannot come from Satan transformed into an 
angel of light, to rob me of a bright jewel of 
my Chriftian hope. To wait in deep refignati- 
on, and with axonftant attention to what the 
Lord will pleafe to do, or fay concerning us, 
and his Church ; and to leave to him the times 
and the feafons, is what I am chiefly called to dolt- 
taking care in the mean while of falling into 
cither ditch: — I mean into fpeculatim, which is 
careiefs of aftion, or into the a&ivity, which is 
devoid of fpirituality, I would not have a 
lamp without oil, and I could not have oil 
^without a lamp, and a veflel to hold it in for 
myfelf, and to communicate it to others. 

I thank you, my dear friend, for the books 
you have lent me. I read, with great pleafure^ 
Kamfay's Theological Works, which were quite 
unknown tome. My good wifhes attend both 
your brothers. Fare you all well in Chrift: 
fo praysy I» F« 
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Madeley, June 20th, 1784* 

Mn, Greenwood. 

My dear Friend^ 

T Shall never forget the mexcfp 
^ which the living and the dead 
have (hewed me; but the fight of Mr. Green* 
wood in his fon, has hrought fome of my Nev- 
ington fcenes frefh to my remembrance^ and I 
beg leave to convey my tribute of thanks back 
bv his hands. Thanks! Thanks! What no- 
thing but words? Here is my humblhig aki 
I wilh to requite your manifold Undneis» bull 
cannot ; and lb 1 muft be fatisfied to be ever 
your infolvent debtor^ Nature and |p»ce di^ 
not love it. Proud nature lies uneaiy xmder 
great obligations, and thankful grace wouUL be 
glad to piut fomething in the fcale oppofite t» 
that, which you have filled with fo many fa- 
vours. But what Ihall I put? I wilh I could 
fend you all the bank of England, and all Ae 
got'pel ol' Chrifl ; but the firft is not mine, and 
the lecoud is already yours: fo pra]fing the LonI 
leCus to make up my deficiencies with you, as bf 
has done with his. Father, I remain your fiiU 
unprofitahlea an4 ftiU obliged Lazarus h 7» 

Madeley^ Sep. lath, 178^-^ 

James Ireland Efq. 

My dear Friend, 

CURELY the Lord keeps vif^ 
^ both in flippery places, that^ 
we may ftill fet loofe to all below. Let us do fo 

more 
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more and more, and make the beft of thofe davs 
which the Lord grants us, to finifh the work ne 
has given us to do* O let us fall in with the 
gracious defigns of his providence; trim our 
lamps, gird our loins, and prepare to efcape to 
the heavenly ihore, as Paul did when he faw the 
leaky ihip ready to go to the bottom, and made 
himfelf ready to fwim to land. 

I keep in my centry box till Providence re- 
moves me : my fituation is guite fuited to my 
little ftrength ; I may do as much or as little as 
I pleafe, according to my weaknefs; and I have 
an advantage, which I can have no where elfe 
in fuch a degree — ^my little field of aftion is 
juft at my own door, to that if I happen to over- 
do myfelf, I have but a ftep from my pulpit to 
my bed, and from my bed to my grave, I wifli 
brother Tandy joy about oppofition: this mujl 
be, and the more of it, the more will the word 
of God prevail. If I had a body full of vigour 
and a purfe full of money, I ihould like well 
enough to travel about as Mr. Wefley docs, but 
as Providence does not call me to it, I readily 
fubmit. The fnail does beft in its fhell : were 
it to aim at galloping like the race horfe, it 
ifould be ridiculous indeed. I thank God my 
wife, who joins me in thanks to you for your kind 
offer, is quite of my mind with refpeft to the call 
we have to a fedentary life. We are two poor 
invalids, who between us make half a labourer. 

We (hall have tea cheap, aad light very dear : 
I don't admire the exchange. Twenty thoufand 
chambers walled up, and filled with foul air are 
Converted into fo many dungeons for the induf- 
ttious artifan, who, being compelled by this 

murder- 



murderous tax, denies himfelf the benefit of 
Sght and air. BlefTed be God , the light of hea- 
ven and the air of the ipirituai world is ftill 
free : mav we open doors and windows to let it 
into our fouls, which ihall be purified and en* 
lightened by thelc heavenly guefts. 

My dear Partner fweetly helps me to drink 
the dregs of life, and to carry with eafe the 
daily crofs. Neither ftie nor 1 are long lor this 
world ; we fee it, we feel it, and by looking at 
death and his Conqueror, we fight before hand 
our laft battle, with that laft enemy whoin our 
dear Lord hath overcome for «/. That we 
may triumph over him with an humble^ 
Chriftian courage is the prayer of my dear 
friend yours, I. F. 

Madeley^ Jan. aift, 1785. 
Mr8« Thornton. 

My dear Friend, 

1 Caa*t exprefs how much I was 
^ coacerned at hearing of Mr. 
Oreen wood's illiiefs: my poor prayers have 
heartily attended him. I want much to hear of 
his better ftale of health. Give mine and my 
wife's kindeft love to him ; and ihould change 
of air, now the fpring is coming on, be likely to 
be of fervice to him, we defire both him, and 
you, and Mrs. Greenwood to remember, that 
you have at Madeley a country retreat, free 
from the noife of London, ana the hurry of 
l)ufmefs, where we ftiould be glad to have an 
opportunity of requiting the kindnefs Ihewed to 
me both by the living and the dead* 
■ ' •' r Otfcrf 
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that tbe Lord would make both his cup 
and vours run over! Between the living and 
the deadt (being dying worms ourfeives) what 
manner of people ought we to be in our gene- 
ration? If we cannot be what we would^ burn- 
ing and {hining lights, (hewing forth the glory, 
the mercy, the love of our Lord, as thofe, who 
flame with indefatigable zeal, and run a race of 
immenfe labours,, let us at leaft lie meekly at 
Chrift's feet, as Mary, or patiently hang on the 
crof% as our common Lord* 

1 want much to know, how you all do in foul 
^nd body : as for me, I make juft (hift to fill up 
myiittle centry box, by the help of my dear 
Partner. Had we more ilrength we (hould have 
opportunity enough to exert it. O that we were 
but truly faithful in our little place! Your 
great ftagc of London is too high lor people of 
little ability and little ftrength, and therefore 
we are afraid of venturing upon it, left the con- 
fequence fhould be bringing new burdens on 
our generous friends. We Ihould be glad to 
rife high in ufefulnefs; but God, who needs us 
not, calls us to fink in deep refignation and 
hvKnility. His will be done ! That God would 
blefi you with all his choiceft bleflings, for time 
and eternity, is the fincere prayer of, My dear 
Friends, Your obliged fervants L and M. F. 

Madeley, Feb. nth, 1785. 
To the Right Hon. Lady Mary Fitzgerald. 

Tt/rERCY, righteoufnefs, peace and 

joy be multiplied to dear Lady 

Mary, and to all, who are dear and near unto 

heri 
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hcr» from the Father of mercies, through th- 
Son of his boundlefs love, and through th 
Spirit of infinite love, which the Father breathe 
continually towards the Son, and the Son to 
wards the Father! So prays John Fletcher 
And who are we, my Lady, that we fhould no; 
be fwallowed up by this - holy, loving, living 
Spirit, which tills heaven and earth? If we 
could exclude him from our hearts, we mighl 
vilely fet up felf in oppofition to him, who is 
all in all. But whether we confider it or not, 
there he is, a true, holy, loving merciful God. 
Affent to it, my Lady ; believe it, rejoice in it. 
Let him be God, all in all; your God in Chrift 
Jefus ; your brother, who is flefh of your flefh, 
bone ot your bone; your Surety, who payeth 
all your cfebt, in whom the Father was recon- 
ciling you and us unto himfelf, and in whom 
we are accepted. What an ocean of love to 
fwim in — to dive into I Don't be atiaid to ven- 
ture, and to plunge with all yours; elpcciaily 
our dear friends in St. James's J 'lace, Mrs. 
G and Mrs. L &c. 1 am kc, I. f. 



Madeley, Feb. 28th, 1785. 

Mr. Henry Brooke. 

My dear Brother, 

IxrE are all fhadows. YoUi^ 
^^ mortal parent bath p.fle^ 
away; and we pafs away after him. Bleffed \P* 
the Author of every good and perfeft gift fc7 
the (liadow of his eternal paternity difplayed t^ 
us in our deceafcd parents. What was good^ 

lovingf" 
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loving, ind lovely in them is hid with Chrift in 
God ; where we ma)^ ftill enjoy it implicitly ^ and 
where we Ihall ^jr/)/iciV(y enjoy it, when he fhall 
appear. A leflTon I learn daily, is to fee things 
and perfons in their invifible root^ and in their 
eternal principle; where they are not fubjeft to 
change, decay> and death: but where they 
bloIToin and Ihine in the primeval excellence 
allotted them by their gracious Creator. By 
this means, I learn to walk by faith, and not by 
fight; but, like a child, inftead of walking 
ftraight and firm in this good fpiritual way, I am 
ftili apt to cling here or there; which makes me 
cry, " Lord let me fee all things more clearly, 
^* that I may never miftake a fhadow for the* 
•' fubftance, nor put any creature, no not for a 
" moment, in the place of the Creator; who 
*' deferves to be loved, admired, and fought 
** after with all the powers of our fouls." 

Tracing his image in all the footfteps of na- 
ture, or looking for the divine fignature on 
every creature, as we Ihould look for the king's 
image on an old rufty medal, is true Philofophy; 
and to find out tliat, which is of God in ourfelves, 
is the true Wifdom, — genuine godlinefs. I 
hope you will never be afraid, nor alhamed of 
it. I fee no danger in thefe ftudies and medi- 
tations, provided we ftill keep the end in view— - 
the all of God, and the Jhadowy nolhingnefs of all 
that is vifib'le. 

With refpeft to the great pentecoftal difplay 
of the Spirit's glory, I ftill look for it within 
and without; and to look for it aright is the 
leTon I am learning. I am now led to be afraid 
of that in my nature, which would be for pomp, 
C c ^^s^ ^ 



{hew, and vifible glory. I am afraid of lalling 
by fucli ail expectition into what I call* a fpi- 
litual judaizing; into a looking for Chrift's 
coming in my own pompous conceit, which 
might make me rejeft him, if his wifdom, to 
crucify mirier chofe to come in a meaner way: 
and it, inftead of coming in his Father's glory, 
he chofe to come meek, riding, not on the che- 
rubim, but on the foal of an afs* Our Saviour 
faid, with refpeft to his going to the feaft, Jity 
time Is not yet come : whether his time to cotne 
and turn the thieves and buyers out of the out- 
ward Church is yet come, I know not. I douU 
Jerufalem, and the holy place, are yet given to 
be trodden under foot by the Gentiles. But 
my Jerufalem ! why it is not fwallowed up of the 
glory of that which comes down from heaven is 
a queftiou, which I wait to be folved by the 
teaching of the great Prophet, who is alone 
poflefTed of Urim and Thummim. The mighty 
power to wreftle with him is all divine : and 
I often pray 

** That mighty faith on me beftow. 

Which cannot afk in vain, 

Which holds, and will not let thee go, 

Till I my fuit obtain : 

Till thou into my foul infpire, 

That perfe6l love unknown, 

And tell my infinite defire, 

Whatever thou wilt be done.'* 

In fhort, the Lord crucifies my wlfdom and m) 
will every way ; but I muft be crucified as the 
thieves* All my hones mujl be broken ; for there U 
ftill in me that inaipatknce of wifdom, which 



l3P7l 

would ftlr, when the tempter fays. Come down 
from the crojs* It is not for us to know the times 
and (eafons,, the manner and myfiical means of 
Godls working ; but only to hunger and thirft, 
and lie paffive before the Great Potter, In 
fliort, I begin to be content to be a veffel of clay 
or of woodf fo I may be emptied of felf, and 
filled with my God, my all. Don't give up 
your confident hope : it laves ftill fecretly, and 
mth a prefeutf and, by and by, will have a great 
jrecompence of reward. 

I am glad> exceeding glad, that your dear 
Partner goes on fimply and believingly. Such 
a companion is a great blefling, if you know 
how to make ufe of it. For when two of you 
(hall agree touching one thing in prayer, it iljall 
be done* My wife and I endeavour to fathom 
the meaning of that deep promile; join your 
line to ours, and let us learch what,, after all,. 
exceeds howledge-^l mean the wifdom, and the 
power; the love and £iithfulnefs of God. 

My wife and I embrace you both ,• and pray 
you would help one another, and us, by your 
pravers^ Adieu. Be God*s^ as the French fay; 
una fee God yours in Chrift, for you,, and for 
HI our dear brethren. We arc, V our obliged 
friends, 1. and M. F. 

Madeley, May loth, iT^^*- 
Mr. Melvill Home. 

Dear Brother, 

T Am forry you fhould have 

-^ been uneafy about the 

boOb I I received them iafely, aUer they hai 

C C 2 V^iSX. 
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lain for fonie time at Salop. I feldom look 
into any book, but my bible; not out of con- 
tempt, as if I thought they could not teach me 
what I do not know; but oecaufe " * Vua breviSf 
Ars longa :"' I may never look into either of 
them again. 

Go on improving yourfclf by reading, but 
above all by meditation and prayer: and allow 
our Lord to refine you in the fire of temptation. 
Where you fee a want, at liome or abroad, with- 
in or without, look upon that want, as a wam- 
ino; to avoid the caufe of the leannefs you per- 
ceive, and a call to fecure the bleffings, whicK 
are ready to take their flight; for fometimes true 
riches, like thofe of this world, make themfelvcs 
wings and flee away ; the heavenly dove may 
be grieved, and take its flight to humbler, ind 
more peaceful roofs. I am glad you do not 
want hard or violent meafures: I hope you 
never will countenance them, no not againft 
what you diflike. I believe things will turn out 
very well at the Conference, and I (hall be a 
witnefs of it, if the Lord of the -harveft gives one 
a commiffion to be a fpe^lator of the order and 
quietnefs of thofe who ihall be there : if not, ^ 
iliall help you by prayer to draw from far th^ 
bleffing of love upon our friends. 

In being moderate, humble, and truly def^' 
rous to be a Chriftian, that is, to be the leafi^ t\>^ 
lajlf and the fervant of all, we avoid runnir^ i 
ourfelves into difficulties, we efcape many tem^ 
tations, and many mortifying difappointment^ 
For my part, as I expeft nothing from mer^ 
they cannot difappoint me ; and as I cxpeft 20 
good things from, God, in the time, way, meajur^ 

an<^ 



^nimcamer It {^feth him to beftow, here t can^ 
ttot be dirappointedy becaufe he does, and* will 
do all things wclh 

I truft you labotnr for. God and foxils, not fon 
praife and fclf. When, the latter are our aim>, 
God, in mercy, bleflcs iis with barrennefs, that 
we may give up Barrabas, and releafe the hum- 
ble Jellis, whom we crucifv afrefli by fetting 
the thief on. the throne, ana the Lord of glory 
at our footftool: for fo do thofe who preach 
Chrift out of contention, or that they may 
have the praife of men. That God may blefs 
you and your labours is the prayer of your; 
old. brother, !• F. 



Madeley,.July 19th, 1785^ 

James Ireland £fq.. 

My dear Friend, 

•DLESSED be God we are ftill 
-^ alive, and in the midft of ma- 
ny, infimities, we enjoy a degree of health fpi- 
xitual and bodily. O how good was the Lord,. 
to come as Son of Man to. live here for us, and 
to come in his Spirit to live in us for ever! 
This is a myftery of godlinefs:. the Lord make 
tjtsjiill witneffes of it!. 

A week ago, I was, tried to the quick by a. 
Jevcr with which my dear Wife was afflifted: 
two perfons whom ftie had vifited having been 
^rarried off, within a piftol fhot of our houfe, I. 
dreaded her being the third. But the Lord. 
Xiath. heard prayer and ihe is ipared. Oh wbatr. j 
C c 3 i*. J 
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is life ! On what a flender thread han^ ever* 
laftine things! My c<»nfort however is* that 
this thread is as ftrong as the will of God, and 
the word of his srace which cannot be broken^-* 
That grace and peace, love and thankful joy 
may ever attend you is the wiih of your mm 
obliged friendst u and M» F« 



^x^ 
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I am not madt moft noble Feftus; but fpeak 
Hat wonU of truth and fobemeis. AAs xxvi* 
as* 

WiidoQi is juftificd of her children* hbU 
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FIRST LETTER. 



SIR, 

IxrHEN I had the pleafure of feeing 
^^ you laft, you feemed furprized to 
hear me fay, that the Son of God, for purpofes 
worthy of his wifdom, manifefts himfelf, fooner 
or later, to all his lincere followers, in a fpiritual 
manner, which the world knows not of. The 
affertion appeared to you unfcriptural, enthufi- 
aflical, and dangerous. What I then advanced 
to prove, that it was fcripturalf rational 9 and of the 
gredtefl importance^ made you defire I would write 
to you on the myfterious fubjeft. I declined it, 
as being unequal- to the tafk; but having fince 
confidered, that a miftake here may endanger 
your foul or mine, I fit down to comply with 
your requeft : And the end I propofe by it, is, 
either to give you a fair opportunity of pointing 
out my error, if I am wrong; or to engage you, 
if I am right, to feek what I efteem the moft in- 
valuable of all bleffings, — revelations of Chrift 
to your own foul, produftive of the experimen- 
tal knowledge of him, and the prefent enjoy- 
ment of his falvation. 

As an architeA cannot build a palace, unlefs 
he is allowed a proper fpot to ereft it upon, fo 
I ihall not be able to eftablifli the doftrine I 
maintain, unlefs you allow me the exiftence of 
the proper fenfes, to which our Lord manifeft%^ , 
himfelu The manifeftation I contend for, bfe=^^- 
ing of a fpiritual nature, muft be made to f^irP^r* 
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tual fenfes; and that fuch fenfes exift, and are 
opened in, and exercifed by re|;enerate fouJs, is 
what I defign to prove in this letter, by the 
joint tedimony ot Scripture, our Church, and 

Reafon^ 

I. The Scrlphres inform us, that Adam loft 
the experimental knowledge of God by the fell* 
His fbolilh attempt to hide hinifelf from his 
Creator, whofe eyes are in every place, evidences 
the total blindnefs of his underftanding. Tic 
fame veil of unbelief, which hid God Irom hi$ 
mind, was drawn over his heart and all his fci- 
ritual fenfes* He died the death, the moraUip?- 
ritual death, in confequence of which the cor- 
ruptible body links into the grave, and the ua» 
regenerate foul into hell. 

in this deplorable ftate Adam begat his chil- 
dren. We, like him, are not only void of the 
life of God, but alienated from it, through the 
ignorance tlMt is in us. Hence it is, that 
though we arc poifelfed of fuch an animal and 
rational life, as he retained after the commiflion 
of his fin, yet we ire, by nature, utter ftrangers^ 
to the holiae(>i and blifs he enjoyed in a ftate of 
innocence. Though we have, in couimon with 
hearts, bodily orgins of fight, hearing, taftingt 
fmelling, and feeling, 'adapted to putward ob- 
jects; though we enjoy, in common with devils, 
the faculty of realbiiing upon natural truths, 
and mathematical propontions, yet we do not 
underftand fupernatural and divine thingSt 
Notwithftandiug all oiu fpeculations about thcuji 
we can neitlieriee, nor tafte them truly, unlet* 
vre are rifen with Clu'ift, and taught of Go<i^ 
We may, indeed, fpeak and write about them, •** 

tb^ 
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tTie blind may fpeak of colours, and the deaf dif» 
pute of founds, but it is all guefs-work, hear* 
fajr, and mere conjefture. The things of the 
Spirit of God cannot be difcovered, but by fpi- 
ritual, internal fenfes, which are, with regard 
to the fpiritual world, what our bodily, external 
fcnfes are with regard to the material world. 
They arc the only medium, by which" an inter- 
• courie between (Jhrift and our fouls can be 
opened and maintained. 

The excrcife of thefe fenfes is peculiar to 
thofe, who are born of God, They belong to 
what the Apoftles call the new man^ the inward mdn, 
the new creature, the hidden man of the heart. In 
believers, this hidden man is awakened and raif- 
td from the dead, by the power of Chrift's refur- 
re£lionr Chrift is his life, the Spirit of God is 
his (pirit, prayer or praife his breath, holinefs his 
heaith, and love his element. We reaij of his 
hunger and thirft, food and drink, garment and 
haibtation, armour and conflicts, pain and plea- 
fure, fainting and reviving, growing, walking, 
and working. All this fuppofes fenles, and the 
more thefe fenfes are quickened by God, and 
exercifed by the new born foul, the clearer and 
ftrongcr is his perception of divine things. 

On the other hand, in unbelievers, the inward 
toan is deaf, blind, naked, afleep, paft feeling; 
yea, dead in trelpalfes and fins; and of courfe, as 
incapable of perceiving fpiritual things, as a pcr- 
fon m a deep deep, or a dead man oF difcovering 
outward obiefts. St. Paul's langua^ to him is, 
** Awake thou that llecpeft, arifie from the dead, 
*nd Chrift Ihall give thee light." He calls him 
^ 4iatural nuM, one who hath no higher life th^xv 
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that his parents conveyed to hun by natural gc» 
neration— one who follows the cliAates of lis 
own feiifual foul, and is neither born of Godf 
nor led by the Spirit of God. *• The natural 
man," fays the Apoftle, " receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit, for they are fooliflinefe unto 
him, neither can he know them, becaufe they 
are fpiritually difcerned." He has no fcnfe pro- 
perly exerciled for this kind of difcernment, bis 
" eye hath not feen, nor ear heard, neither 
have entered into his heart, the things, wbkh 
God hath prepared for them that love him!* 

The rcverfe of the natural man is the //wrihidi 
fo called, becaufe God hath revealed fpiritual 
things to him by his Spirit, who is now in him a 
principle of fpiritual Hnd eternal life. " The 
fpiritual man," fays the Apoftle, " judgeth, 
i. e. difcerneth all things, yet he himfelf is 
difcerned of no one/' The high ftate he is m 
can no more be difcerned by the natural man, 
than the condition of the natural man can be 
difcerned by a brute.* 

Sf. Paul not only defcribes the fpiritual man, 
but ipeaks particularly of his internal, moral 
fenfes. Chriftians, fays he, of full age, by ita- 
fon of ufe, have their fenfes exercifed to dilceni 

food and evil. J He prays, that the love of the 
'hilippians " may abound more and more m 
knowledge, and ev xr-crvj ui(T(^v\(jei in all fcnfe or 
feeling.'' f The fcriptures conftantly mention, or 
allude to one or other of thefe fpiritual lenfes: 
— Give me kave to produce fome inftances. 

I. To begin with the Sight. St. Paul prays, 
that, the eyes of his converts being enlightened, 

they 

*i. Cor. ii. 10—15. S^^- "»• '^'^^ "^"^^^ ^' ^' 
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they might know what is the hope of their 
calling. He reminds them, that Chrift had 
been evidently fet forth crucified before their 
eyes. He affures them, that the God of this 
world hath blinded the eyes of them that believe 
not the gofpel ; and declares that his commiflioa 
was to open the eyes of the Gentiles, and turn 
them from darknefs to light. Abraham jom 
Chrift's day, and was glad. Mofes perfevered, as 
Jeeing him who is invilible. David prayed, Open 
my eyes that I may fee wonders out of thy Law- 
Our Lord complains, that the heart of imbe- 
lievers is waxed grofs, that their ears are dull of 
hearing and that they have clofed their eycs^ 
left they (hould ^ee mth their eyes, underftand 
with their hearts, and be converted. He coun- 
fels the Laodiceans, to anoint their eyes with 
eye-falve, that they might fee. He declares, 
that the world cannot receive the Spirit of 
truth, becaufe it fees him not; that the things, 
which belong to the peace of obftinate unbe- 
lievers, are, at laft, judicially hid from their 
eyes; and, that the pure in heart flhall /^^ God. 
St. John teftifies, that he, who does evil, hath 
not (een God ,• and that darknefs, hath blinded 
the eyes of him, that loves not his brother. 
The Holy Ghoft informs us, that believers look 
at the things which are not feeUf and behold the 
glory of God, fhining in the face of Jefus Chrift. 
Thefe are the eyes, with which believers fee 
the falvation of God. They are fo diftin6l from 
thofe of the body, that when our Lord opened 
them in St. Paul's foul, he fufFered fcales to 
grow over his bodily eyes. And no doubt, 
when^ Chrift gave outward fight to the blind, it 
D d was 



was chiefly to convince the world, that it is he 
who ciin fay to blind iinners, Receive your 
figlu ; fee the ? oodnefs of the Loid in the land 
of the living; look unto me and be faved» 

2. If you do not admit of a fpiritual Hear* 
ING, what can you make of our LfOrd*s repeated 
caution, He that hath an ear to hear, let him 
hear ? And what can be the meaning of the 
following fcriptures — Hear, O foolifh people, 
who have ears and hear not. Ye uncircumcifed 
in heart and ears. Ye cannot hear my words; 
ye are of your father the Devil. He, that ff oi 
God, heareth^ God's words; ye, therefore, Imt 
them not, becaufe ye are not of God ? Can it 
be fuppofed, that our Lord fpake of outwsunl 
hearing, when he faid, The hour cometh, and 
now is, that the dead Ihall hear the voice of the 
Son of God and live. My fheep hear my voice. 
He tliat hiith heard and learned of the Father, 
cometh unto me? Do not all finuers ftand ipi- 
ritually in need of Chrift's powerful Ephphatha, 
Be thou opened? Is that man truly converted, 
who cannot witnefs with Ifaiah, The Lord haih 
wakened my ear to hear as the learned ; and with 
the Plalmift, Mine par j haft thoii opened? Had 
not the believers at Ephefus heard Chrift, and 
been taught of him? When St. Paul was caught 
up into the third heaven, did he not h(ar words 
u^ifpeakable? And far from thinking ipirilual 
hearing ablurd, or impoflible, did he not quef- 
tion, whether he was not then out of the body? 
And does not Sr. John poiitively declare, that 
he was m the Spirit, when he heard Jelus fay» I 
am the tirft and the laft? 

a. How void of meaning are the following 

. paffagcs, 
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paffagcs^ if they do not allude to that "sense, 
which is calculated for the reception of, what 
the bairennefs of human language compels me 
to call fpiritual perfumes? The fmell of thy 
ointments is better than all fpices. The fmell of 
thy garments is like the fmell uf Lebanon. All 
thy igarments fmell of myrrh, aloes, and caffia ; 
and becaufe o| the favour of thy good ointments, 
thy name is as ointment poured forth. 

4. If believers have not a fpiritual faculty of 
Tasting divine things, what delufion muft they 
be under, '^iWben they fay, Chrift's fruit is fweet to 
their tafie ; and cry out. How fweet are thy 
words to my tc^el they are fweeter than honey 
to my mouth?* But how juftly can they fpeak 
thus, if they have tafled the heavenly gift, and 
the good word of God, and, as new born babes, 
defire the fincere milk of it ? Surely, if they 
€at the tLeih of the Son of God^ drini his bloody 
and t€ffle that the Lord is gracious, they have a 
right to tcftify, tliat his love is better tnan wine^ 
and to invite thofe, that hunger and thirft after 
righteoufnels, to tajle that .the Lord is good» 
that they alfo may be fatisfied with his goodnels 
and mercy, as with marrow and fatnefs* 

5« If we are not to be perfeft Stoicks in Reli- 
gion, if we (liould have one degree more of de« 
votion, than the marble ftatues, which adorn 
oiir churches, we Ihould have, I think, fome 
VKUiNG of our unworthinefs^ fome sense of 
God's majefty. Chrift's tender heart was pierced 
to atone for, and to remove the hardnefs of 
^<HirB. God promifes to take from us the heart of 
^jfme, and to give us an heart of flelh, a broken 
0dffmtrite hearty the facrifice of wtiida, \i^ ^'"^^^ 
D d 2 ^^"^ 
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not defpife. Good kingjofiah was praifed, bc- 
caufc his heart was tender^ The converfion of 
the three ihoufand, on the day of pentecoft, 
bc'^n by their being pricked in their heart. 
We are direfted to feel after God, if haply we 
might find him. Our Lord himfelf is not 
afliamed to be touched^ in heaven, with 3, feeling of 
our infirmities. And St. Paul intimates, that 
the higheft degree of obduracy and apoftacjr, is 
to be pajl feeung^ and to have our contacDce 
feared as with a hot iron. 

I hoj^, Sir, you will not attempt to fct i6dc 
fo many plain paflages, by faying, they arc un&t 
to fupport a do<blrine, as containing empty me* 
taphors, which amount juft to nothing. This 
would be pouring the greateft contempt on the 
perfpicuity of the oracles of God, the integrity 
of the facred writers, and the wifdc»n ot the 
Holy Ghoft, who infpired them. As certainly 
as there is a fpiritual life, there are fenfes cal- 
culated for the difplay and enjoyment of it; 
and tliefe fenfes exift no more in metaphor, than 
the life, that exerts itfelf by them. Our Lord 
fettled the point, when he declared to^Nicode- 
mus, that no man can fee the kingdom of God| 
the kingdom of grace here, and of glory here- 
after, except he is firft born of God, born of the 
Spirit ; juft as no child can fee this world, ex- 
cept he is firft born of a woman, born of the 
flelh. Hence it appears, that a regenerate foul 
hath his fpiritual fenfes opened, and made capa- 
ble of difcerning what belongs to the fpiritual 
world, as a new born infant* hath his natural 
fenfes unlocked, and begins to fee, hear, and 

taftc, 

s 
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t^&i wbat belongs to the material world intb 
irhich he enters* 

IL Thcfe declarations of the Lord,* his pro* 
phets, and apoftles, need no cx)nfirniation, Ne- 
vcrthelefs, to ihew you. Sir, that I do not mif- 
take their meaning, I fhall add the teftimony of 
our own excellent Church* As flie ftriftly agrees^ 
with the fcripture^ ftie makes alio frequent men- 
tion of fpiritual fenfations, and you know, Sir^ 
that fenfations neceflarily fuppole fenfes. She 
prays, that God would •* give us a duejenfe of his. 
ineftimable love in the redemption of the world,. 
by our Lord Jefus Chrift."* She begs, that he- 
would ** make us know and feel there is no* 
other name than that of Jefus, whereby we muft 
be fiived.*'5 She affirms, Ihat true penitents^ 
feel ** the burden of thek fins intolerable ;"t 
♦hat godly perfons " feel in themfeives the? 
workings of Chrift's Spirit ;"t that ** the Lord 
ipeaks prefently to us in the fcriptures, to the 
great and endlefs comfort of all that have any^ 
^elittg of God in them at all ;" that " godly 
men felt^ inwardly, the Holy Ghoft inflaming; 
their hearts with the fear and love of God, and 
Aat they are miferable wretches, who have no/ 
feeKngofGod within them at all:"|| And, that 
** a ^t feel the heavy burden of our fins preffing^ 
oar fouls, and tormenting us with the fear of 
death hell and damnation, we muft JleadfajHy; 
behind Chrift crucified,, with the eyes of out 
heart."** 

Our Church farther declares^ that ** true; 
Old 3. faithi 

'Thamkfgiviag. ^Office for the Sick. ^ +ConimuTi\ow*x 
%.ij Artid«^ /fHojii> ao certain pUcn oi* lti\^vvwt. *^« 
*&n« oa. the FaSSlou, 
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faith is not in the mouth and outward profeflibn 
only, but liveth and prreth inwardly in the 
heart, and that if we feel and perceive fuch a 
faith in us, we muft rejqice:*** That ** cor- 
rcolion, though painful, bringeth with it a tajte 
of God's goodneis :"J That, ** if after contri- 
tion, we feel our confciences at peace with God, 
through the remiflion of our fin, it is God, 
who worketh that great miracle in us;" and 
flie prays, that, " as this knowledge and 
feeling is not in ourfelves, and, as by ourfe/vcs, 
it is not poffible to come by it, the Ix>rd wauUl 
give us grace to know tnefe things, and jd 
them in our hearts."t She begs, that " God 
would affift us with his Holy Spirit, that we 
may hearten to the voice of the good Shep- 
herd,"J She fets us upon alking continually, 
thit the Lord would " lighten our darknefs," and 
deliver us from the two heavieft plagues of 
Phiraoh, '* blindnefs and hardnefs of heart, '*\\ And, 
Ihe affirms, that " if we will be profitable' hear- 
ers of the (criptures, we muft keep under our 
carnal J c fifes f taken by the outward words, fearch 
the inward meaning, and give place to the Holy 
Ghoft,'* whofe peculiar office it is to open our 
fpiritu il feafes, as he opened Lydia's heart.** 

If I did not think the teftimony of our falefled 
Reformers, founded upon that of the facred 
writers, of fufficient weight to turn the fcale of 
your fentiments, I could throw in the declara- 
tions of many ancient and modern divines* To 

inftancc 

*Honj on Faith ift apd 3d Part. ^Hom. on the fear 

of Death, ad Part. fHIom. for Rogation week 3d Part» 

IUV'U. on Repeal, ad Vwv. \Jy^Ncvi* ^t^Y^r and LiWDf* 

•*iioin. Oil ccitaia PYayc^a o^ Scx'\>^* ^ 
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Inftance in two or three only. St. Cyrill, in 
the xiii Book of his Treafurc, affirms, that, 
** men know Jefus is the Lord, by the Holy 
Ghoft, no otherwife than they, who tqfie honey, 
know it is fweet, even by its proper quality.'' 
Dr. Smith of Queen's Coll. Cambridge, in his 
fele6l difcourfes, obferves, after Piotinus, that 
" God is beft difcerned voeoS, nf a$vf by an 
intelle&ual touch of him." We muft, fays he, 
*' fee with our eyes, to ufe St. John's words; we 
mujl hear with our ears, and our hands mufi handle the 
word of life, e^lt ya^ "i^vx^Q etitr^via-ig rig for the 
foul hath its fenfe as well as the body." And 
Biihop Hopkins, in his treatife on the new birth, 
accounts for the Papifts denying the knowledge* 
of falvation, by faying, " It is no wonder, that 
thcv who will not truft their natural fenfes in the 
doarine of tranfubftantiation ftiould not truft 
their fpiritual ones in the doftrine of afllirance." 

III. But inftead of proving the point by mul- 
tiplying quotations, let me intreat you, Sir, to 
weigh the following obfervations in the balance 
of Reafin. 

I. Do not all grant, there is fuch a thing as 
moral fenfe in the world, and that to be utterly 
void of it, is to be altogether unfit for focial 
life? If you had given a friend the greateft 
proofs of your love, would not he be iriexcufa- 
ble, if he felt ho gratitude, and had abfolutelv 
noyhi/e of your kindnefs. Now, if moral fenfe 
2^ feeling are univerfally allowed, between man 
and man, in civil life, why ftiould it appear 
incredible, or irrational, that there fhould be 
filch a thing, between God and man, in the 
diviae life? 
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^ * * * 

4. To conclude, if material objefb cannot be 
perceived by man in his prcfcnt ftate, but 
through the medium of one or other of his bo- 
dily lenfes, by a parity of reafon, fpirituil ob- 
jects cannot be difcovered, but throueh one or 
other of the lenles, which belong to me invod 
man. Gcxl being a Spirit, cannot be worfliiwi 
in truth, unlels he is known in Spirit. Yen 
may as foon imagine, how a blind man, by rea^ 
foning on what he feels or taftes, can get true 
ideas of light and colours, as how one, who has 
no fpiritual fenfes opened, can, by all his rca- 
foning and guefling^ attain an experimental 
knowledge of the invifible God. 

Thus, from the joint teftimony of Scripture,. 
of our Church, and of Reason, it appears, that 
fpiritual fenfes are a bleifed reality. 1 have 
dwelt fo long on the proof of their exiftence 
for two reafons. Firft, They are of infinite ufe 
in religioii. Saving faith cannot fubfift and aft 
without them. If St. Paul's definition of that 
grace be juft, if it is " the fubftancc of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not feen," 
it muft be a principle of fpiritual life, more or 
lefs, attended with the exercife of thefe fenfes; 
according to the poetic and evangelical lines of 
Dr. Young 

" My heart awake. 
Feel the great truths : To feel is to be fired. 
And to believe^ Loreu^^o^ is to feel." 

k. 
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Till piofeffors fee the ncceflity of believing, in 
this manner, they reft in a refined form of god- 
linefs. To the confidence of the Antinomians, 
they may, indeed, join the high profcffion of 
the fooliflb virgins. They may even crown 
their partial affent to the truths of the gofpel 
with the zeal of Pharifees, and the regularity of 
moralifts: but ftill they ftop fhort of the new 
creation^ the Hew births the life of God in the foul 
of man. Nay more, they ftumble at fome of 
the moft important truths of Chriftianity, and 
think the difcoveries, that found believers have 
of Chrift and the fpiritual world, are enthufiafti- 
cal delufions, or, at leaft, extraordinary favours, 
which they can very well do without. Thus, 
even while they allow the power of godlinefs in 
others, ^hey reft fatisfied without experiencing it 
in themfelves. 

Secondly, What I (hall write will depend 
very much on the exiftence of fpiritual fenfes ; 
and if this letter convinces you, that they are 
opened in every new born foul, you will more 
eafily believe, Chrift can and does manifeft 
himielf by that proper medium ; and my letters 
on divine manifeftations will meet with a lefs 
prejudiced reader. 

That Emmanuel, the light of the xmrld^ may 
direft me to write with fobernefs and truth, and 
you to read with attention and candour,^ is the 
uncere prayer of, Sir, Yours &c. 
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the eternal fubftance, he looks upon all created 
things as fhadows, Man, the moft excellent of 
all, apnears to him altogether lighter than vani- 
ty. Yea, doubtlel's, he counts all thmgs but 
Ijfs, for the excellency of Ae knowledge of 
Clirift Jefus his Lord; cfteeming thcm^but dung, 
Ihjt lie may win Chrift, and, to the laft, be 
found in him, not having his own righteoufncfs, 
but that which is through the faith of Chrift: 
tlut, by new difcoveries of himfeif, he my 
know him and the power of his refurrefl/off 
every day more clearly. In the mean time, he 
cads his fins and miferies upon Jefus, and Jefus 
beftows his righteoufnefs and happinefs upon 
him. He puts on Chrift, and becomes a parta- 
ker of the human nature. Thus, they are fiiu- -^ 
tuilly interefted in each other; and to ufe M. j 
P^iul's endearing cxpreffions, they are efpouled 
and married. Joined by the double band ot 
redeeming love and (living faith, they are (^^ 
fpirit, as Adam and Eve, by matrimony ^^^^ 
one flefli. '' This is a great myjfery" &p ^^ 
Apoftle, but, thanks be to God, it is made ina- 
nifeft to his faints.* , ^ 

II. If you afk, Sir, How can thefe things be- 
Defcribe to me the particular manner of «^e ^ 
manifeftations ? I reply in our Lord's words to 
Nicodemus, *' Art thou a mafter in Ifrael, 
nay more, a Chriftian, " and knoweft not thclc 
things?" Verily, I fay unto you, though wc 
cannot fix the exaS mode, and precife manner 
of the breathhig of the Spirit, yet, we fpeak 
what we do know, and teftify what we have 
ihtrif but you receive not our witnefs. Marvel 
. not 
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not, however, if we find it impoHible to tell you 
-all the particulars of a divine manifeftation. 
You yourfelf, though you feel the wind, iiee its 
amazing efFeas, and hear the found of it, cannot 
lell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: 
much \eh could you defcribe it to the fatisfac- 
tion of one, who never heard or felt it himfelf. 
Many earthly things cannot be conceived by 
earthly men* The blind, for example, can ne- 
ver conceive the. differeirce of colours; what 
wonder then if natural men do not underitand 
uSf, when we tell them of heavenly things V 

Neverthelefs, I would in general, obferve, 
that the man-ner, in which the manifeftation of 
Ihe Son of God is vouchfafed, is not the fame in 
all perfons, nor in the fame perfon at all times. 
The wind bloweth, where it lifteth, much more 
the ipirit of the living God. His thoughts are 
not as. our thoughts: he difpenfeth his bleffings,. 
not as we expeft them, but as it pleafes him. 
Mod . commonly, however, the finner, driven 
.out of all his refuges of lies, feels an aching 
void in his foul. Unable to fatisfy himfelf 
any longer, with the hufks of empty vanity, dry 
morality ,. and fpeculative chriftianity; and tired\^/ 
.with the beft form of godlinefs which is not 
attended with the power of it, he is brought to 
a fpiritual liamine, and hungers after heavenly 
fooc}. Convinced of unbelief, he feels the want 
of the^VA of Gad's ofcraticm. He fees, that no-, 
tiling ftiort of .an immediate difplay of the 
Lqrd's arm can bring his foul into the kingdom of 
Godf and lill it with righteoufnefs, peace, and joy 
Ml the Holy Ghoft. Sometimes, encouraged by 
lively hopes, he ftruggles into libtit^ c& \;k»'sx^ 
£ c a wk.*^ 
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and prays with groanings, which caonot be ut- 
u-rcu: ^t other times^ almoft finking under a 
liiiacn ot guilty fear, or flupid unbelief, he is 
vioiently tempted to throw away his hope, and 
{;o back to Egypt; but an invifible hand fup- 
'tx>rts him, and, far from yielding to the bafe 
luggeftion, lie refumcs courage, and determines, 
t) follow on to know the Lord, or to die feck- 
i;ig him. Thus he continues wandering up and 
down in a ipirilual wildernefs, until the Lord 
gives' him the reft of faith, the fubftance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of things ofit 
lieen. 

This evidence comes various ways. Some- 
times the fpiritual eye is firft opened, and chief- 
ly, though not only, wrought upon. Then the 
believer, in a divine, transforming light, diic^ 
vers God in the man Chrift, perceives unljpeaJ:- 
abie glories in his defpifed perfon, and adminy 
infinite wifdom, power, juftice, and mercy, A* 
the blocxl of the crofs. He reads the fcri(iffl«» 
with new eyes. The myfterious book k un- 
fealed, and every where teftifies of him ^laoni 
bis foul loves. He views experimentally, » 
well as doftrinally, the fuitablenefs of the Re- 
deemer's offices, the firmnefs of his pronufes> 
the fufficiciicy of his righteoufnefs, the preci- 
oufnels of his atonement, and the completencfs 
of his falvation. He fees^ and feels his intcrcft 
in all. Thus he beliolds, believes, wonders, 
and adores. Sight being the nobleft fenfe, this 
Ibrt of manifeftation is generally the brighteft. 

Perhaps his fpiritual ear is firft opened, and 
that voice, which raifes the dead, " Go in peace, 
thy fins are forgiven thee^" pajffes with power 
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through his waiting fouK He luiows, by the 
gracums effe6if it is the voice of Him, who faid 
once, " Let there be light and. there was light.*" 
He is fenfible of a new creation,, and can fay,. 
by the teftimony of God's Spirit^ bearing wit- 
nefs with his fpirit, — ^This b my Beloved's voice^^ 
he is mine,, and I am his* I nave redemption-, 
through Ills blood, even the forgivenefs of my 
fins : and. having much forgiven, he loves much,, 
and obeys in proportion.. 

Frequently alio Chrift manifcfts himfelF, firfl 
^d chiefly to the fpiritual feeling. He takejt 
the burden of guilt, dejeftion, and fin, from the 
heavy-laden foul; and, in the room of it,, im- 
mrts a ftrong fenfe of liberty, peace, love,, and; 
joy in the Holy Ghoft. The ranfomed finnep,, 
enabled to overcome racking doubts^^ or dull in- 
fenfibility, believes now with the heart unta 
righteoufnefs, and makes confeflion with the 
mouth unto falvation.. Surely, fays he,. {In ther 
Lord, I have righteoufnefs and ftrength.. This 
is the finger of God. This day is falvation. 
come to my foul. None but Jefus could do* this 
for me. The Lord he is God ; he is my LokI^ 
arid my God. This manifeftation is generally 
the loweft, as being made to a lower lenfe ^ 
therefore great care ought to be taken, not to» 
confound it with the ftrong drawings of the Fa- 
ther,, on which it borders. Some babes- im 
Chrift, who, like young Samuel, have not yet 
their fenfes- properly exercifed to know the- 
things freely given to them of Gk>d, are often» 
made uneafy on, this very account.. Nor can, 
they be fully fatisfied, until they find the effeftst, 
<jf this, manifeftation are lafting, or they obtaim 
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clearer ones by means of the nobler fenfes,— 
the iight or hearing of the heart. 

III. Though I contend only for thofe difco- 
vcries of Chrifti which are made by the internal 
fenici, becaiife fuch only are promifed to dl; 
yet I cannot without contradifting fcripture, 
deny, that the external fenfes have been wrought 
upon in fome manifeftations. When Abraham 
law his Saviour's day, he was, it feems, allowed 
to wjfli his feet with water,* as afterwards the 
peaiieut harlot did with her tears. And Saui, 
in his way to Damafcus, faw Jefus's glory and 
heard his voice both externally and internally, 
for tiiey, " that journeyed with him, faw the 
light, and heard a voice," though' they could 
not diftinguiih the words which were fpoken. 

Sometimes alfo manifedations, though merely 
internal, have appeared external to thofe, who 
were favoured with them. When the Lorrf 
called Samuel, in Shiloh, the pious youth fup- 
pjfed the call was outward, and ran to El/i 
laying. Thou calledft me: but it feems t^ 
voice had ftruck his fpiritual ear only, otherwifc 
tiie high prieft, who was within hearing, wtwiA 
liave Tic'ird it, as well as the young prophet* 
And though Stephen fteadfafily looked up to 
heaven, as if he really faw Chrift there with his 
bodfly eyes, it is plain he difcovered him only 
v/ith thofe of his faith, for the roof of the houte 
where the court was held, bounded his outward 
fight ; and had Chrift appeared in the room, fo 
^3 to be vifible to common eyes, the council of 
the Jews would have feen him, as well as the 
pious prifouer at the bar. 

Hence 

"^Gtiv. xVvVV. 3., 
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Hence we learn — ill, That the knowledge of 
piritual things, received by fpiiitual fenfe, is as 
:lear, as the knowledge of natural tilings, ob- 
:aincd by bodily lenfe. adlv, That it is fome- 
imes poiBble to be doubtful, whether the out- 
nrard eye or ear is not concerned in particular 
revelations; fince this was not only the cafe of 
Samuel, but of St. Paul himfelf, who could not 
tell, whether the unfpealuble words, he heard in 

Earadlfe, ftruck his bodily ears, or only thofe of 
is foul. 3rdlyt That no ilrefs is to be laid 
upon the external circumftances, which have 
foinetimes accompanied the revelation of Chrift; 
If aged Simeon had been as blind as old Ifaac, 
sod as much difabled from taking the child Jefus 
in hit arms as the paralytic, the internal revela- 
tion hftt had of Chrifl couid have made him fay 
with the fame affurance, Now Lord, let thy fer- 
vanlt depart in peace, for mine eyes have feen 
thy" falvation* If the Apoftle had not been 
!bruck to the ground, and his eyes dazzkd by 
)utward light, his couTerfion would not have 
Deen kfs real, provided he had been inwardly 
tiiinibkd and enlightened. And, if Thomas, 
waving the carnal demonflration he infifted 
upQn, had experienced only in his inner man, 
that Chrift is the refurreftion and the life, he 
could have ccuifeifed him, with ad great' a con- 
icioufnefs he was not miftaken, as when he 
cried out, My Lord, and my God! I am^ 
Sir^ Yours 4cc 
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THIRD LETTER. 

IV. VyHY the Lord manifefts himfelf to 
^^ the children of men is an iiBpor« 
tant qiienioji* which I now come to confidert 
It is not, we may eaiiiy think, for the gratifica- 
tion of their curiofity^ but for purpofes wortiiy 
of his wifdom : and what thefe are, we fhall ibon 
learn, if we reduce divine manifeftationsto three 
general clafles. Extraordinary^ OrSnary^ andMi/ 
Ones; and then consider the defign and uft of 
each, as it may be collefled from Icripture, 

I. To begin with manifeftations ot the Exh^ 
ordinary Kind : they are fuch as are either mcrelj 
external, or vouchfafed to a few only on parti- 
cular occafions, and are by no means eflenttal to 
falvation. 

I.. Some of thefe are calculated to roufe the 
thoughtlefs into confideration. Of this kind 
was the manifeftation fome were favoured wiA 
a little before our Lord's paffion. *• Asl« 
prayed, there came a voice from heaven, fayii^r 
I have glorified my name, '.and will glorify ^ 
again* The people, that flood by, and heard it» 
faid. It thundered;" they looked upon the. ex- 
traordinary call as fomething common and na- 
turaL " Others faid. An angel fpake to him.. 
But Jefus faid, This voice came not becaufe o£ 
me, but for. your fakes.' • 

2. Others are intended as a laft warning. to 
notorious finners. Of this nature was the terri- 
fying fight Nebuchadnezzar had, in his fecond 
dream of ** a Watcher and Holy One coming 
down from heaven, and crying aloud,. Cut down 

the 
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the tree.** And that of the myfterious handt 
^irhicb wrote Belihazzar's doom on the wall, 
while he profaned the facred vefleh in his night 
revels. ' 

3. Some are deCgned for the protcftion of 
God's people, and the deftruAion or^ humiliation 
of their proud enemies. As when the " Lord 
looked to the Egyptians, through the pillar, of 
fire, and troubled their hoft:" When " He caft 
down great ftones from heaven" upon the armies 
of the five kings, who fought againft Ifracl: 
Or when he manifefted his prefence in Nebu-» 
chadnezzar's furnace, to quench the violence of 
the ^ame, prefcrve the three confcffors, and 
convince the raging tyrant, that God's kingdom 
Tuleth over all. 

4* The defign of others is to encourage the 
chiJdren of God in dangerous enterprizcs, or 
direA them in important fteps. Of this kind 
was that to Jofliua, before he began the conqueft 
ibS Canaan ; and that to St. Paul, when the Lord 
ftood by him in the prifon, and informed him 
he mud bear witnefs to him alfo at Rome. 

5. Some are calculated to appoint fome per- 
fbns to uncommon fervices and trials, or to the 
prophetic and minifterial office. As that in 
which Noah was commiffioned to build the ark# 
Abraham to offer up Ifaac, Mofes to deliver 
Ifrael, Nathan to reprove David, Balaam to blefs 
Ifrael, and Jeremiah to preach to the Jews. 

6. Others aj^n are defigned to anfwer provi« 
dential ends for the deliverance of the people 
of God, as thofe of Gideon ; or fpiritual ends 
of reproof, inftruftion, and confolation to the 
chwch throughout all ages, as moft. oi \!ci^ 
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fevelationi vouchfafed to the prophets, and to 
Sc« John. 

II. The manifcflations eflential either to the 
converlion ot liiiners, or edification of (aiiits, 
and winch the wurd of God, and tlie experiences 
ot Chriiiidns .iiew to be common to all believers, 
in all ages of the church, are of the Ordmarj 
Kindt and their ui'e or dciign is, 

!• To make the word ipirit and life, ** qiiick 
and powerful, liiarper than any two-edged fword, 
piercing even to the dividing afunder foul anrf 
Jpirit," that the gofpel may not cotiiC to finners 
** in word only, but alfo in power, and in the 
Holy Ghoft, and in much alfurance." 

2. To eafe an anguiihed confcience, and im- 
part the peace of God to a troubled mind : as 
in the cale of broken-hearted David, mourning 
Hezekiah, weeping Peter, and Paul agonizing ia 
prayer. 

3. To reveal Chrifl to us, and in us, fo as to 
make us favingly believe, and know, in wl««» 
we have believed, according to the experiences 
of Peter, Lydia, Cornelius, and every living 
member of Chrift. 

5, To open a bleffed intercourfe, and keep^P 
a delightful communion with -Chrin ; as appears 
from the experiences of believers illuflratcd in 
the Canticles, 

5. To lilence the remains of felf-iighteout 
nefs, and deepen rhe humiliation of our fouls; 
as in the cafe of Job, To make us grow in 
grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift. To bniife Satan under our feet, yea to 
bruife the ferpent*s head in our hearts, and feal 
the exceeding great and precious promifes given 

to 
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to tis> that wc might be partakers of the divin« 
nature, aad continue immoveable, always a* 
bounding in the work of faith, the patience of 
hope, and the labour of love. In a word, to 
*' ftrengthcn us with might* by God's Spirit, in 
the inner man, that Chrift. may. dwell in out 
hearts by faith, and we may be filled with all the 
fuIlnefsofGod." ' 

6. To prepare us for great trials, fupport ui 
under thenl, and comfort us after them. This 
was our Lord's experience before his temptation, 
after he had overcome the teoipter, and when 
he was in the » height of his agony. This was 
alfo the cafe of David, St. Paul, and of all the 
apoftles, when they had beea fcourged for the 
name of Jefus; and it is ftill the cafe of all true 
and deep mourners in Sipn% - ' 

7* And laftly, to make us depart in peace, as 
Simeon ; or die in perfeA love with our ene- 
mies, and in the fuil triumph of faith, as St. 
Stephen* AH, who live and die in the Lord 
partake, more or left, of thefe ordinary difplays 
of his powerful prefence, and I defire you. Sir, 
to remember, that it is cliiefly^ if not only, in 
fupport of thefe important manifeftations I take 
up the pen. 

III. The third clafs of manifeftations is that 
of Mixt Ones; fo called, becaufe they are partly 
extraordinary, and partly ordinary. Some are 
ordinary in their dcfign, and extraordinary in 
t,heir circumftances. ^ Of this fort was the mani- 
fcftationtothe apoftles] Afts iv, 31. The de- 
fign of it was merely common, i. e. to comfort 
them under contempt, and encourage them to 
do good a^d fufier evil ; but the Jhaktng ibf place 
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wkere they wre nffirMed was an uncommcm cir^^ 
cumftance. The fame thine may be faid .of the 
defcent of the Holy Ghoft on the lao who 
were aifembled in the upper roaai ot^ the day 
of Fenteeoftt and fame time after upon Come* 
lius and his foldiers. Tliat they ihimld be bap^ 
tiaed with the Holy Ghoft and Ipiritual fire wat 
not extraordinary, (ince it is the common blcA 
fing, which can alone make a man a Chriftian, 
or confinn him in the faith : but that the found 
of a ruUiing wind Ihould be heard, and hmh 
nous appearances feen refting upon them, and 
that thev (bould have been enabled to (peak the 
wonderful works of God in other tongues, were 
uncommon circumftances attending their f{»ri* 
tual baptifm. 

Some manifeftationa are wxt, both as to their 
defigu and circumftances* That the iniquity of 
Ifaiah fliould be put away, and St. Paul convert- 
ed, were not Uhcommon things; they are the 
common efFe6ls of ordinary manifeftations : But 
tliat the prophet ihould be commiffioned to 
preach to the Jews, and the apoftie to open the 
eyes of the Gentiles were extraordinary ciicwn* 
ftanccs, as alfo, a flying cherub appearins to the 
one, and a light brighter than the fun, blinding 
tlie other. 

For want of diftinguifhing properly between 
what is ordinary and extraordinary in mixt ma- 
nifeftations, perfons who are not poffeffed of a 
clear head, or what is worfe, of an honeft heart, 
conclude, that none but enthufiafts fpeak now 
of divine manifeftations* If they hear it affirm- 
ed, they muft be converted as well as St. Paul, 
they pertly alk. Whether they are Jews, and 

vfhether 
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>«?hetlicr they muft be ftruck to the eartli by z 
voice from heaven ? They wilfully forget, that 
our Lord fpake to his hearers as finful men, aiid 
not as bigottcd Jews, when he faid, " Except 
ye be converted, ye cannot enter into the king- 
dom of heaven. They obftiuately reiuie to 
fee, that the circumftances of the apoftlc's i-ill- 
ing to the ground &c were not eflential to his 
converfion, and had no other ufe, than to make 
his call more remarkable for the convcifion of 
the Jews, and comfort of the Chriftians, When 
the fame prejudiced perfons are told, that ihey 
muft be born of the Spirit, and receive the Holy 
Ghoft, as well as Cornelius and his fervants, 
overlooking the ordinary baptifm of the Spirit, 
they pitch upon the extraordinary circumftance 
of the gift of tongues, imparted for a feafon, to 
remove the prejudices of the Jews, and to draw 
the attention of the Gentiles; and thhik, with a 
fheer, and a charge of enthufiafih, to overturn 
the apoftolic faying, *• If any man hath not the 
Spirit of Chrift, he is none of his." Be not de- 
ceived. Sir, by thefe perfons. Acknowledge 
that,, fo fure as you want the regenerating know- 
ledge of Chrift, you want the manifeftation of 
his Spirit, without which he can never be known 
favingly. To return. 

Though I contend only for the ordinary ma- 
nifeftations of Chrift, I am far from fuppol-ng, 
ihzt ^11 extraordinary or miixt manifeftatioiis }uve 
ceafed. Such a conccflion would favour too 
much of the fpirit of infidelity, v/hich prevails 
in the Church.' They are more frequent than 
many imagine. To inftance in one particuLir 
how far I am from acquiefcing with that intidel 
F i 'i^^vs;^. 
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fplrit. I am fo attached to that old book the 
Bible, as to fay of many, who pais for minifters 
of Chrift, Wo to the foolilh prophets, that 
follow their own fpirit and have feen nothing; 
that fay. The Lord fays, and the Lord hath 
not fent thera. I think the defire of being 
ftiled Reverend, or Right Reverend, and the 
profpei^ of a living or a mitre, are veiry impro- 
per motives for alfuming the facred charaiier. 
And I am luch an enthufiaft as to believe our 
ciiurch in the right for requiring that aJi her 
miiiillers fliould not onlv be called, but even 
MOVED bv the Holy Ghoft to take the office ol 
Ainbairador for Chrift upon themfelves.J 

V. Having mentioned the defign and ufe of 
ordinary manifeftations, it may not be improper, 
to touch upon the abufe of them. Their ge- 
nuine tendency is to humble to the duft. The 
language of thofe, who are favoured with thew, 
is, — Will God indeed dwell on the earlhl 
Lord what is man, that thou art mindful of him, 
and the fon of man, that thou vifiteft him! 
Now, that I fee thee, I abhor myfelf. I am not 
worthy of the leaft of thy mercies. I am dull 
and allies. — But as there is nothing, which the 
heart of man cannot be tempted to corrupt and 
pervert, fo as foon as the power attending the 
manifedation is a little abated, Satan begins to 
ihoot his fiery dirts of fpiritual pride. You are 
a peculiar favourite of heaven, whifpers that old 
ferpent, few are fo highly blelfed. All your 
enemies are fcattered; you need not be fo 
watchful in prayer, and U) ftrift in felf denial; 
you lUall never fall. If the believer is not upon 

his 
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his guard, and quenches not thefe fiery darfs 
with his fhield, as faft as the enemy throws 
thein, he is foon wounded^ and pride kindles 
again upon him. 

St. Paul himfelf was in danger from this 
quarter. " There was given hiin a thorn in 
the fleih, a meffenger of Satan to buffet him, 
left he fhould be exalted above meafurc, through 
-the abundance of the revelations," Aaron and 
Miriam fell into this fnare, when they fpake 
againft Mofes, faying, *' Hath the Lord indeed 
fpoken only by Mofes? Hath not lie ipokcn 
by us alfo ?* David likewife acknowledges his 
error in this refpeft: " In my profperity, I 
laid, I fliall never be moved, thou. Lord, of thy 
goodnefs haft made my hill fo ftrong;" but my 
heart was lifted up, and my confidence partly 
carnai, therefore^ " thou didft turn thy lace 
frooi me, and I was troubled." The way to 
avoid the danger is to forefee it ; to look much 
to the lowly Jefus, and upon the firff approach 
of a temptation to pride, to give, with double di-* 
Ugence, all the glory to him that gracioufly be- 
ftowed all, and to take, with double care, all the 
fiiame of our fins to ourfelves* St. Paul's direc- 
tion in this cafe is excellent : ** Becaufe of .un- 
belief fome were broken off, ai^d thou ftandeft 
by feitli. Be not high minded, but fear." 

Another genuine effeft of divine manifefta- 
tions is au increaie of confidence in. the Lord^ 
>nd of activity in his fervice. What holy boldr 
ncfs filled the fouls of thofe worthies, who> 
through faith, wrought righteoufnefs, and turn- 
ed to flight the armies of the aliens? How di4 
the love of Cbrift conftrain the difciyle^ \.c>i 
Ff 2 i^^^>^ 
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fpeak and aft for God after the day of Pfentecoft ? 
Nothing could exceed their fortitude and dili- 
gence. Neverthelefs, if the temptation to pride 
IS yielded to, the Comforter is grieved, and car- 
nal fecurity, indolence of fpirit, and indulgence 
of the tlclh, inlenfibly prevail. The deluded 
profcHbr thQugh ihom of his ftrength, lite 
Sdinpron, fancies himfelf the fame. Soul, fays 
he, i!h)ii haft goods hid up for many ycfars, eveo 
forever; ihough the Lord manifeft himfelf !a 
thee no more, be neither uneafy nor afraid; be 
changes nut. Sometimes the deluCon [groni to 
that height, that the farther he goes 'from t>« 
kingdom of God, the ftronger he imagines his 
feith. He even fpeaks contemptuoufly of that 
kingdom. He calls righteoufnefs, peace, and 
joy in the Holy Ghoft, 2t frames z fenjlble feeBngt 
a lo'.v difpcnfation, beyond which he jfias tappiiy 
got. He thanks God he can now reft upon the 
bu'C word, without an application of it to his 
huart ; that is to fay, he can be fully fatisficd 
with the letter without the Spirit, he can ked 
upon the empty huiks of notions and opinioDS, 
as if they were power and life. 

I'he end of this dreadful miftake is genentty 
a relapfe into grofs fm ; witnefs the falls of 
Dnvid and So^mlbn ; or what is not much bet- 
ter, a fettling in a form, without the power of 
gLxilinefs, as the l^iodiceans of old, and too 
inany now, who have a name to live* and arc 
dead. The only way to avoid this precipice, if 
to follow the light oF the firft manifeftation, and 
look daily for new vifits from Chrift, till he 
makes his alxxle with us, and we walk in the 
liglit, as he is in tlie light, A manifeftation of 

the 



t 345 1 

the Spirit hft year will no more fupport a foul 
this year, than air breathed yefterday will nou- 
rifh the flame of life to day. The fun, wliich 
warmed us laft week, muft fliine again this week. 
Old light is dead light. A notion of old 
warmth is a very cold notion. We muft have 
frefh food daily, and though we need not a new: 
Chrift, we need, perpetually, new difplays of his 
eternal love and power. The Lord taught us 
this important leflbn, by making the manna he 
gave Ilrael in the wildernefs to difappear every 
day, and caufing that which was not gathered 
frefh, to breed worms and ftink. Neverthelefs„ 
as the myfterious food kept fweet in the golden 

S>t in the ark, fo does the heavenly power irt 
hrift, to whom every true Ifraelite will come 
daily for new fupplies of hidden manna ; for 
frdh manifeftations of the Holy Spirit. Thou- 
fands, by not confidering this,, feek the living 
among the dead, fancying that a living Saviour 
is to b: found in dead experiences, and that all 
is well though they live after the flefh, and are,, 

Serhaps, led captive by the devil at his will^ 
nt when their fouls awake out of this dange- 
rous dream, they will be fenlible of their mi f- 
take, and frankly acknowledge, " God is not 
the God of the dead, but of the living;*' and 
that, " if after they have cfcaped the pollutions. 
of the world, through the knowledge of the 
Ejord and Saviour Jefus Chrift,. they are again: 
entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end: 
is worfe with them than the beginning.** 

Leaving thefe lukewarm, formal, Laodicean 
profeffors to the mercy of God^.I fubfcribe my- . 
ftlf. Sir, Yours fac, ] 



FOURTH LETTER, 

SIR, 

VI. TPHAT fomc pcrfons arc blcfled 
■* with clearer, ftronger, or earlier 
man i reflations than others, is undeniable; and 
why it is fo, ig one of the myfteries of God's 
kingdom, thit fhall not be explained until the 
day of Judgment. In the mean time, the fc/- 
lowing reHertions may poffibly call fome ligjit 
on that dark fubjeft, ancf help us to fay. He dott 
all things well. 

1. Our Lord ftiits the manifeftations of him- 
felf to the various ftates of the Church. Under 
the Mofaic difpenfation, which conCiled much in 
externals, divme manifeftations had, generally, 
fome external circunjftauces : but the Chriftian 
Church, being formed upon a more fpiritual 
plan, is favoured with revelations of a more fpi- 
ritual, and internal nature. 

2, The Lord confiders us as rational creatures, 
in a ftate of probation. Were he to indulge us 
with powerful, inceSant, overwhelming difco- 
veries of himfelf, he would rather violently 
force, than gently lead us to repentance ana 
obedience. Every day is not a day of Peutecoft. 
Soon after the Son of God had feen'the heavens 
open, he was led into the wilderuefe to be tempt- 
ed of the devil ; and fo is his fpoufe after him/ 
St. Paul, by obfervii>g, that be was not difobedi-. 
eat to tli^i heavenly vijlon, and that he kept bis 
body uii.ler, left he iboald become a caft away, 
intimates his biiglit manifeftation was not of fuch 

CQUti- 
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continuance and force, but he might have dit 
obeyed, as Jonah did in a fimilar cafe. Some 
have, in fa6l, refifted bright manifeftations in 
their day : witneft Cain, Judas, Balaam, Saul, 
Nebuchadnezzar, and the Ifraelites who periflied 
in the wildernefe ; and too many backfliaers are 
reiifting them now. So fure, then, as there is a 
time of trial for faith, hope^ and patience, there 
is alfo an abatement of the power, which attends 
d'ivine manifeftations. 

3. Our wife Redeemer proportions the means 
to the end. If the effed: of a manjfeftation of 
his* love is to be exceeding great, the manifefta- 
tion muft be exceeding bright. Suppofe the 
burden of guilt and hardneis, temptation and 
forrow, under which one groans is ten 'times 
greater than that, which oppreffes another, it is 
plain the manifeftation, whicn is to remove the 
tenfold weight is to be ten times ftronger. The 
feme rule holds alfo with regard to fuflFerings 
and labours. The hotter the fight of afiliftions 
God's children are to go through, the ftronger 
and the brighter alfo is the celeftial armour put 
upon them at the revelation of the Captain of 
their falvation. 

4. Neither can it be doubted, but that our 
good God, in fixing the degree of divine mani- 
feftations, hath a peculiar refjpeft to the ftate and 
capacity of the fouls to whom he difcovers him- 
felf. The deeper finners mourn for him, the 
deeper he makes them drink of the cup of falva- 
tion at his appearing. Bfeffed are they, that 
greatly hunger and thirft after righteoufnefe ; 
their fouls are thereby greatly enlarged to re- 
ceive the oil of ghdnets, and Xivs mxv^ ^^ "^^ 
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kingdom. Blcffed are the poor in fpirit, tliofe» 
wliufe louis are empty as the veflels of the defo- 
lale widuw, in the days of Ellfha: when the 
heavenly Prophet Ihall vifit them, the dreams of 
his fulnefs fliall certainly flow according to the 
degree of their emptineis. 

5. A (kilfiil phyfician prefcribes weaker or 
ftroiiger medicines, according to the flate of his 
patients. Sj does the Phyiician of fouls; be 
weiglis, if I may fo fpeak, every dram of the 
L'iavcnly power in the fcaies ot goodneis aid 
wifdoin. He knows what quantity of the hci- 
vcnly cordial our fpirits can bear, and will not, 
without the greiteft care, put the ftrong wine of 
his powerful love into a weak veQel. He fees, 
that as Ibme perfons can ftand, for a time, the 
fight of the meridan fun, when others are hurt 
by the fir/l appearance of a taper, fo fome Chrif- 
tians can bcur the ftrong beams of his gracious 
prefeace, while others are almoft overpowered 
by his fainter rays. 

6. If Ibme live and die without any mani* 
feftations of the Redeemer's love and glory, the 
reafons of it may poflibly be found in the abyffcs 
of his juftice and goodnefs. They grieve and 
quench the Spirit, that convinces the world of 
iin ; and it is very fit they Ihould not have him 
as a Comforter, whom they obftinately rejeft as a 
Reprover. Add to this, that as our Lord fore- 
fees, that if fuch people were favoured with 
tokens of his more diftinguifliing condcfcenfion, 
they would only abufe them, as Cain and the 
Pharifees did, he. puts them not to the trial, nor 
fuffers them to enhance their guilt by trampling 
richer mercy ^lud l<^\^ uudet foot:, fo that this 



f 349 1 

fccming fevcrity is, in feft, real benigttityi 

7. Trie Lord not only proportions the degree 
of his powerful appeanuice to the weaknefs of 
our foulSy but alfo to that of our bodies. He 
knoweth whereof we are made, and remembers 
that we are but flefh. If the natural fun, that 
glorious emblem of our Emmanuel, was to ap» 
proach as near our earth, and fhine as bright as 
poflible, the infufferable blaze and heat would 
inftantly blind and con fume us. By a parity 
of reafon, was our bright Sun of righteoufncfir 
to manifeft his unclouded glory, or to appear 
without the tempering medium of his manhood, 
no flefli could fupport the fight. The brain, 
unable to bear the high operations of the foul, 
WQfold turn, the heart of the wicked, fwelled 
with intolerable pangs of fear, and that of the 
righteous, dilated by overwhelming tranfports of 
joy, would inftantly burft. God therefore fays» 
^ No man can foe my face," without fomc 
Rimming veil, " and live." Hence arofe like- 
wife the grateful exclamations of Manoah and 
others, when the Lord had manifefted hiiinfelf to 
them concealed under human appearances, Wc 
have feen God and live! We have beheld him 
and are not confumed ! 

8. This may, perhaps, help us to account,, 
why the Lord ftill hides his face from fome of 
his fincere feekers. They fit begging by the way 
fide of his ordinances, and yet he does not pats 
by, fo as to reftore to them their fpiritual fight, 
that they might know him. In all probability 
he defigns them fuch a bright manifeftation, as 
they are not yet able to bear. When thciip 
kearts are ftrcngthened for the heavenly vifioxv^^ 
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It (hall rpf ak. Let them only wait for It. Let 

patience have its perfeft worK, and faith in the 
word be tried to the uttermoft ; and he, that 
comethy will come^ and will not tarry. He wiil 
bring his reward with him^ and a moment of his 
pretence will make them abundant amends for 
the waiting of an age. Were he to appear, be- 
fore they are prepared by the humiliation of re- 
pentance and the patience of hope, they would 
be in the cafe of thofe carnal Ifraelites, who, far 
from being able to commune with God, could 
not fo much as fpeak to Mofes, when he cmt 
down from the mount, without firft obliging 
him to put a veil over his fhining face. 

Peter, James, and John were, it feems, the 
foremoft of the apoftles in fpiritual ftrength and 
boldnefs; neverthelel's, the manifeftation they 
had of Chrift on tlie mount almoft overwhelmed 
them. Their body funk under the weight of 
his glory, and wlien they came out of their fleep 
or trance, they could not recover themfelves, 
«* they knew not what they faid." This had 
been before the cafe of Daniel, and was once 
more that of St. John. The comeUuefs of the 
man greatly beloved was turned to corruption; 
he retiined no ftrength. And the beloved 
Apoftle, when he faw his Saviour with fome ad- 
ditional beams of glory, fell at his feet as dead*, 
St. Paul not only loft his fight on fuch an occa- 
fion, but was near lofing his life, being unable 
to take any refreihment for three days and three 
nights. And it is alio generally fuppofed,. that 
Mofes aSually died under the overpowering 
diiplays of the Redeemer's love. Hence we 
learn, that GuJ's way and time are bcft, and that 

we 
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m€ w* to leive both to his gracious wifdom; 
tifiny the means, in which he has promifed to 
manifeft himfclf to thofe who diligently feek 
hiiri. 

VII. What thofe means are is what I come in 
the laft place to confider. The agent or author 
<rf every diviftd manifeftation is the eternal God, 
one in thr6c, and three in one. .The father 
reveals the Son freely, the Son freely difcovers 
himfelf, and the Holy Ghoft freely teftifies of 
him. Nevertheleft, the fcriptures, in general, 
attribute this wonder of grace to the blelfed 
Spirit. " No man can" experimentally, " fay» 
that Jefus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghoft." 
It is his peculiar oflSce to convince the world of 
tighteoufnefs, by giving us to know favingly the 
liwrd our righteouibefs. " He ihall glorify 
mcp" fays Chrift, " for he fhall take of mine, 
tod (hew it unto you." And this he does, 
without any merit of ours, in the means, which 
CJod hath appointed, and which he enables us to 
ufe aright. 

Thel'e means are both outward and inward. 
The outward are what our Church calls " the 
means of grace ;** particularly hearing or read- 
ing the word, partaking of the facraments, and 
praying together with one accord for the mani- 
feftation ot the Spirit, as the primitive Chriftians 
did** Thefe means are to be uled with the 
greateft diligence, but not to be trufted to; the 
only proper obje6l of our confidence is God, 
who works all in all. It was not Mofes s rod, 
which partea the red fea, but that almighty arm, 
which once divided the water from the water 

without 
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mthout 1 rod« Neverthele&» as Mofei was not 
to throw his rod awa)r, under preteace of truft- 
ing in God alone, neither was ne to rely on the 
weak inftrument, as if the divine power refided 
in it. 

Though the Lord in general works by means, 
he ties Titmrelf to none, and fometimes works 
without any. The fame Spirit, which fell upon 
Cornelius, while Peter preached, fell upon Peter 
on the day of Pentecoft without any preachinf. 
And the fame Lord, who opened Lydia's bait 
by the rainiftry of St.^Paul, opened the heart of 
St, Paul by the fole exertion of his powct. 
We hence learn, that as on the one hand, we 
ought not with the profane and enthufiafts to 
tempt the Lord, by negle6Ung the ufe of any of 
the means he hath appointed ; fo on the other 
hand, we muft beware of confining God to par- 
ticular means, times, and plices, as the bigotted 
and fuperftitious do; remembering, that when 
we are cut ofi from all outward means, it is our 
privilege to wait for the immediate difplay of 
God's arm, in the u(e of the inward means. 

Of thefe, the ift is a believing, there will bea 
performance of tbe Lord's promi{e, and that he 
is willing and able to manifefi himlelf to us as 
he does not to the world : this is the very root 
of prayer, fervency, hope, and expe6tationt 
Without the a6tings of this preparatory faith, 
the ibul droops, and becomes an eafy prey to 
delpondency, vanity, or iloth. Where this ta- 
lent is buried, the Lord leldom works. Beiiev- 
eft thou, that 1 am able to do tliis for thee? is 
generally the tirft queftion, that he puts to the 
feeker's heart. If it is anfwered in the negative, 

he 
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he can do no great miracle, becaufc of this un^ 
belief, Neverthelefs, it xnuft be acknowledged^ 
that St. Paul was bleffed" with the Revelation of 
the Son of God, without any previous defire or 
cxpeftation of it. In him, and others was this 
fcripture fulfilled, ** I was found of them that 
fought me not, I was manifefted to them that 
afked not after me." But, in general, where 
the gofpel is preached, the Lord will be encjuir- 
ed of by the houfe of Ifrael to do this ; and if be 
vifits any with conviftion, as he did St. Paul, It 
is only to make them pray, as that apoftle did, 
until he manifcfts himfelf, by the Holy Ghoft, 
in a way of confolation and love. 

The 2nd inward means of the manifeftation 
of Chrift is refignation, zs to the particular man- 
ner, time, and place of it. Through patience, 
as well as faith and prayer, we inherit this pro- 
mifed blefling. Some, according to their carnal 
wifdom and forward imagination, mark out the 
way in which falvalion is to come to their 
hearts; but the Lord, generally, difappoints 
thofe unhumbled feekers, 5iough, as in the cafe 
of Gideon, he may gratify one inathoufand: 
for believers are ** not bom of the will of the 
fielh, nor of the will of man, but of God." 
The Jews expefted the Meffiah, and there they 
were right: but they expeftoi him in their 
own way, and there they ftumbled and fell. 
While they looked for a mighty conqueror, 
another Alexander, to make them great, they 
overlooked the lowly Prince of peace, who came 
to make them good; and, at laft, they crucified 
him as a bafe impoftor. This Jewiih difpofition 
is in all by nature. Hence Chrift is commonly 
G g \€^t.^\.^ 
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^ejefted in the Spirit by ChriftianSf as he was in 
the flefii by the Jews. We would have him 
come to give us an idle reft, but he appears to 
teach us to deny ungodlinefe, and fight the good 
fight of faith : this we do not like. Our nature 
wants to ftep at once into a throne; but he 
oflers firft to nail us to the tree, and to crucify 
our (lelh with its affe6lions and lulls : and from 
-this we (brink as from the grave. We expeft to 
be carried at once <o the top of mount Tabor, to 
fee unutterable glory ; but he leads us to Getb- 
femane to watch and pray, or to Calvary to 
fufFer and die with him : here we recoil, and do 
not chufe to know hitn* Our forward impati- 
ence diftates, that he (hall inftantaneoufly turn 
our midnight into noonday ; but inftead of ma- 
jiifefting himfelf at once as the meridian fun, he 
will, perhaps, appear only as the morning ftar, 
that our light may fhine more and more unto 
the perfect day. This defeats our counfel, wc 
defpife the day of fmall things, and do not think 
fo low an appearance worth our notice and 
thanks. If you. Sir, ever feek the faving know* 
ledge of Jefus, never (lop till you can witncft 
your fun goes down no more ; but, in the mean 
Jtime, never (light the Icaft ray of heavenly lighU 
The lea(t may open into the broad day of eter* 
nity. Ceafe from your own falfe wildom, and 
become as a little child, or you cannot enter the 
kingdom of heaven, and fee the King in his 
teauty. 

The 3rd and laft inward means, I would re- 1 
•commend to mourners in Sion, is a tender re- 
gard for the reproofs of the Spirit, a confta^^ 
attention to the drawings of the Father, obed^^' 
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cncc ta the calls they have to fecret prayer, and 
a fear of depending upon their duties, and not 
folely upon the faithfulnefs of Jefus, Whoever 
follows thefe direftions, according to the grace 
given him,, will of courfc ceafe from outward 
evil, and do, as he can, the little good his hand 
finds to do. This is a better way of waiting for 
the revelation of Chrifi, than talie down in de*- 
jcftion and hopclefs^ unbelief. All thofe, who 
fulienly bury their one talent^, and* wilfully re- 
tain the accurfed thing, complain in vain that 
their Lord* makes long tarrying.. They obfti- 
nately grieve his convinchig Spirit, and then 
abfurdly clamour, becaufe he does not reward 
them for it, by the comforts of his heaven- 
ly prefence. Let us not be fo unreafonable. 
l-et us " ftrive to enter in at the ftrait jgate," 
remembering, that " many fliall feek to enter 
in, and fhall not be able.'* But let us ftrive 
lawfully,, not making ourfelves a righteoufnefs 
of our own feeking, knocking, and ftriving. 
The fun ftiines not becaufe we deferve it, by 
undrawing our curtains, but becaufe it is its na- 
ture. Jeius vifits us, not becaufe of any merit- 
in our prayers Sec, but for his own fake, becaufe 
bis truth and compaflion fail not. Free grace 
opens the door of mercyr not to works and me-* 
rit, but to want and mifery. That you Mid t. 
may knock and prefs in, with all needy, penii* 
tent^ believing finners, is the earneft wifli of a 
heart, which prompts me to fubfcribe myfelf^ 
Sir, Yours be* 
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FIFTH LETTER. 

SIR, 

117 HEN I told you, that, in all a^es, 
^^ Jehovah Jefus manifefts bimfelf ma 
peculiar manner to his people, you exckimed 
againd the aflertion as altogether new and un* 
fcriptural. It lies upon me therefore to prove, 
that antiquity and fcripture are on my idc, 
1 lliall then in this letter appeal to the inao^ 
feftations recorded in the Old Teftament. Y(A 
cannot expe6i all the revelations of any child of 
God, much lefs thofe of every one, to be men- 
tioned in io ihort a hiftory as that of the Bible. 
Neverthelefs, enough is iaid on the point to 
convince as, that, in every age of the Church, 
God hath favoured the fons of men with pecu- 
liar diiplays of his prefence. 

Let us go back as far as Adam bimfelf. Did 
«iot the Lord familiarly converfc with him be- 
fore the fall, both when he prefcnted him with 
9 partner, and when he brought every beaft of 
the field before him, to fee what he would call 
them? Did he not vifit him after the fall, to 
pronounce his fcntence, and to promife, that he 
would become the woman's feed, and bruife the 
ferpent's head? Was not this manifeftatioa 
granted to Abel, when the Lord had refpeft to 
his lacrifice,- — the very caufe of Cain's envy, 
wrath, and murder? Did not Enoch's walking 
with God imply a conftant union and commu- 
nion with Emmanuel? And how could this 
union have taken place, if the Lord had not 
firft revealed bimfelf to the Patriarch? Muft 
; pot 
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not two pcrfons meet and agree, before they caa 
walk and converfe together? 

Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord, 
and, in confequcnce of it, was made acquainted, 
with his righteous deligns, and received direfti- 
ons how to efcape from a perifhing world. 
The hiftory of Abraham is full of accounts of 
flich manifcftations. In one of them, the Lord 
called him out of his fins, and from his tindred^. 
to go both to the heavenly and earthly Canaan,, 
In others he promifed him Ifaac and Ifaac's 
myfterious feed. Several years after, for the 
trial of hi*o faith, he commanded him to facrifice 
that favourite fon ; and when the trial was over, . 
be teftified. his approbation of Abraham's con- 
duS. He went farther. Read Gen.- ch. i8th,. 
and you will fee, how the divine Philanthrophy , . 
or tne love of God towards man appeared, m 
condefcending to clothe himfelf, before hand^, 
with the nature he was to aflume in the virgin's 
womb, and to converfe in this undrefs with the 
father of the faithful, as a prince with his fa- 
vourite, or a friend with his confident. 

Sarah and Agar, Ifaac and Rebekah, had their 
divine manifcftations;, but* thofe of Jacob dc- 
fcrvc our particular attention. When he fled 
to Syria from the face of his brother Efau, and 
lay defolate in a field, having only a heap of 
ftones for his pillow, the God of all confolation 
appeared to him; " and behold the Lord flood; 
above the myfterious ladder, on which the angels ^ 
of God afcended and defcended, and faid, I am . 
the Lord — ^behold, I am with thee, and will 
keep thee in all places, whither thou goeft. 
And Jacob called that place Bethel, the houfe ofr 
G g 3 O^^^x 
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Gudy and the gate of heaven." As if he had 
wanted to iatimate, no one ever found the gate 
of heaven 9 but by a manifeftation of Chrift, who 
is alone tlie way to the Father, and the door 
into giory. When the fame patriarch returned 
to Canaan, and was left alone one night, there 
ivreftled a man with him till the breakmg of the 
day. And when this extraordinary perlon faidf 
** Let me go for the day breaketh; he replied, 
I will not let thee eo, unlefs thou blefs me/" 
and he blelfed him tnere, acknowledgins; that be 
had power with man and God, even with )m% 
whole name is Emmanuel, God with us* 
•* And Jacob called the name of the place Pc- 
nicl,-(the face of God) for he faid I have fecn 
God face to face, and my life is preferved.* 
The delign of this manifeftation was merely to 
ftreagthen his faith, and we learn from it, that 
the children of faithful Abraham wreftle iu 
prayer with the God-man, as Jacob did, till they 
prevail, and are bleffed as he was. 

xMofes was favoured with numberlefs mani- 
fcftations, fometimes as prime minifter of the 
King of the Jews, and at other times only as* 
common believer. " There ap^ared to him, 
in the wildernefs of mount Sinai, the angel oi 
the Lord in a flame of fire in a buUi ; and when 
Mofes faw it, he drew near, and the voice of the 
Liord came unto him faying, I am the God of 
thy fathers kcJ*' Many partook of a fight e- 

Sually glorious: ** Moles, Aaron, Nadab, and 
ibihu, and feventy of the ciders of Ifrael went 
up and SAW the Uod of Ifrael, and there was 
under his feet as it were a paved work of fap- 

phirc 
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phirc ftone, and as it were of the body of hea- 
ven in his clearnefs; and upon the nobles of 
the children of Ifraei he laid not his hand; alfo 
they SAW God, and did eat and drink."* " Be- 
liold," faid Mofes upon the occafion, " the 
Lord our God hath ihewed us his glory, and 
we have heard his voice out of the midft of 'the 
fire, and we have feen this day, that God doth 
talk with man and he liveth."^ All Ifraei 
fhared fometimes in the glorious manifeftation. 
They all drank of that fpirituai rock that fol- 
lowed them, fays St. Paul, and that rock was 
Chrift* The cloud of the Lord was upon the 
tabernacle by day, fays the Jewifh hiftorian, and 
fire was upon it oy night, in the fight of all the 
houfe of Ifraei. " It came to pafs as Mofes en- 
tered into the tabernacle, the cloudy pillar de- 
iceoded, and flood at the door of the tabernacle^ 
^fffd the Lord talked with Mofes, and all the 
people faw the cloudy pillar, and rofe up and 
wonhipped every man in the door of^ his tent. 
And the Lord ijpake to Mofes face to* face, as a 
man fpeaketh to his friend."t So indulgent 
was Emmanuel to him, that when he laid* 
U I befeech thee ihew me thy glory, the Lord 
aufwered, I will make all my goodnefs pais 
before thee; but thou canft not fee my lace 
(without lome veil) and live. And ^Oh afto- 
nilhing condefcenfion!) the Lord defcended jin 
the cloud, and ftood with him, and proclaimed 
the name of the Lord.*' Jehovah, Jefus paffed 
before him, and proclaimed Jehovah, Jehovah. 
U ?• revealed to hmi the Father and the Holy 
Ghoft one merciful God together with himfelf. 

And 
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And Mofes made hafte, bowed his head towards 
the earth and worfhipped. Thefe difplays of 
divine goodnefs and glory left a divine impreffi- 
on on the countenance ot the man of God ; his 
face ihone fo tranfcendantly glorious,, that the 
children of Ifrael were afraid to come nigh him; 
and he was obliged to put a veil., upon it, before 
he could converfe with them. Though this 
appears very extraordinary, the apoftles inform 
us, that what happened to the countenance of 
Mofes, happens to the fouls of all. believei^ 
By faith they behold the Lord through the gWs 
of gofpel promifes, and beholding him they tsR 
made partakers of the divine nature ; — ^they aic 
changed into the fame image from glory to 
g'«ry. 

Joihua,. Mofes's fucceflbr, was blefled with 
many fuch manifeftations, each of which con- 
veyed to him new degrees of courage and wif- 
doLii. To inftance in one only: " When he 
was by Jericho, he lift up his eyes and looked, 
and behold, there flood a man over againft him, 
with his fword drawn in his hand. And Joftiua 
went to him, and fa id, Art thou for us, or for 
our adverfaries? And he faid, nay, but as Cap- 
tain of the Lord's hod am I come. And Jo(hua 
f fenfible it was Jehovah] fell on his face to the 
earth, wori hipped, and faid to him, What fays 
my Lord to his ftivant? And the Captain of 
the Lord's hod faid to Joihua, Loofe thy fhoc 
from off thy foot, for the place whereon thou 
ftandefl is holy ground; and Joihua did fo.'** 
Every true difcovery of Chrift hath a fimilar 
effeft. It humbles the fnmer, and makes him 
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worflb^'in the duft. He fees holineft to the 
Lord written [upon every furrounding objeA; 
he 18 loofed from earth and earthly things, and 
the towering walls of fin fall before him, as 
thofe of Jericho, foon after this manifeftatiooi 
did before Jofhua. 

When that Chief was dead, the fame heavenly 
Purfim, called the angel of the Lord, came from 
Gilgal to Bochim and fpake fuch words to all 
the children of Ifrael. that the people were irni* 
verfally melted ; they lift up their voice, wept» 
and lacrificed.* >fothing can fo effeAually 
make finners relent as a fight of him whom they 
have pierced. When they have it, whatever 
Place they are in becomes a Bochim, a valley of 
tears and adoration. 

Not long after the Lord manifefted himfelf to 
Deborah, and by the wifdom and fortitude com* 
inunicated to her in that revelation, fhe was 
enabled to judge Ifrael, and lead defponding 
Barak to certain viAory through 900 chariots ^ 
iron* 

The condcfcenfion of our Emmanuel appears 
In a ftill more ftriking light, in the manifeflati* 
on, which he vouchfaied to Gideon* This 
myfterious '* Angel of the Lord, (again and 
igain called Jehovah) came and fat under an oak 
in Ophrah, appeared to Gideon and faid. The 
Lord is with thee and thou fhalt fmite the Mi« 
dbnites as one man. And the Lord looked 
mx>n him, (what a courage infpiring look was 
tnis! as powerful no doubt, as that which met 
curfing Peter's eve, and darted repentance to hit 
beart!) and he iaid. Go in this thy might; have 

not 
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n6t I Tent thee? And Gideon faJd». AIa»!. O 
Lord God, for becaufe I have feen the angel of 
the Lord face to face. And the Lord {aid unt^ 
hiin. Peace be unto thee, fear not, thou ihalt not 
die." Thus ftrengthened and comforted he 
built an altar to Jehovah-Shalom, and threw 
down the altar of Baal/ Hence we learn, that, 
when Jefus manifefts himfelf to a fmner, he 5]li 
him with a noble contempt of Baal, an effeAua/ 
lefolution to break down his altars, and adiriiic 
courage to Ihake off the yoke of the (prituaJ 
Midianites. He imparts to him a comfortAIc 
alfuraiice, that the bitternefs of death is paft,atA 
that Jehovah-Shalom, the God of peace, even 
Chrifl our peace, is with him ; and the (inner, 
coiiflrained by the love of Chrift, gives him his 
believing- heart, and offers facrifices of thaukf- 
giving on thit bcft of altars.. Here begins fuch 
a free intercourfe between the Redeemer and 
the redeemed, as we find began between the 
Lord and Gideon, only gf a far more fpiritual 
and delightful nature. 

Some years after, the fame Angel of God ap 
peared to Manoah's wife and promifed her a foa« 
Her hufband prayed for the fame manifeftation. 
God hearkened to his voice. The heavenly 
Perfonage manifefted himfelf a fecond time. 
Manoah afkjed him his name, and the " Angel , 
faid to him. Why afkeft thou after my name, 
feeing it is fecret:" lam not yet called jksus. 
Manoah offered a burnt-offermg, the Angel 
received it at his hands; and, while he afcended 
in the flame of the altar, Manoah fell on his face 
to the ground, knew tl^Jie was the Angel Je- 
'* hovah» 
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liovah, and faid to his wife. We Jhall furcly die, 
becaufe we have feen God, She comforted 
him under his fears ; and the birth of Sampfon, 
inftead of their death, was the confequence of 
this twofold manifeftation. 

There was a time when Samuel did not yet 
know the Lord, neither was the word of the 
Lord, that Word, which was afterwards made 
flcfli, yet revealed unto him. The devoted 
youth worfhipped in the dark, till '"• the Lord 
appeared again in Shiloh, came, flood, and called 
Siamuel, Samuel ; for the Lord revealed himfelf 
to him there, by the Word of the Lord/' 
From that memorable time, ** the Lord was 
with him, and did let none of his words fall to 
the ground/' The intercourfe between God 
and his prophet foon grew to fo great a degree, 
that the facred hiftorian fays, " the Lord told 
him in his ear," what he wanted him to be in- 
formed of.* 

David had many manifeftations of Chrift, and 
his pardoning love; and, far from fuppofing this 
blefling peculiar to himfelf as a prophet, he de- 
clares, that -** for this every one, that is godly 
Ihail pray to God, when he may be found.^J 
He knew his Shepherd's inward voice lb well, 
that, without it, no outward meflage, though 
ever fo comfortable, could reftore peace to his 
troubled mind* When he had been convinced 
of his crimes of adultery and murder, by the 
clofe application of Nathan's puraole, the pro- 
phet allured hioi the Lord had put away his lin, 
he (hould not die. This report would have 
contented many of our modern penitents ; but 

nothmg 
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nothing HioTt of an immediate manifeftaLtion tiS 
the ibrgiving Gcxi could comfort the royal 
xnjur:ier. •• Waih thou me, feys he, ana I 
(iu.. be dean." Nathan's words, though ever 
f J true, cannot do this ; fpeak thjTelf merciful 
L.rd, " make me hear joy and gladnefs, that 
the lio:ies« which thou haft broken may rejoice." 

Exceeding remarkable was the revelation hii 
fc; Solo:non was favoured with. •* In Gibeon, 
where hj was gone to facrifice, the Lord appear- 
ed ...i-.io him, in a dream by night, and God 
Lid, Aik what I fnall give thee." Confcioasof 
liU jjreateft want, *• he aiked an underftan&4 
h.ean. The fpeech pleafed the Lord, and Gc4 
fiid, Becaaie thou haft afked this thing, I have 
done according to thy word ; lo, I have given it 
i:.v.e; and that alfo which thou liaft not afced, 
bo:!i riches and honour." Though this protnife 
w ..> :n.:de to liiin in a dream, he knew by the 
cfun^e, which !:e found in himfelf, when he 
C'.v.:ked, and by the powerful evidence, which 
ucjjiipanies divine maniJeftations, that it was a 
gii'riju< reality. Fully perfuaded of it, he fau- 
pied not to ort'er peace-ofterings, and make a 
fe.;rt to all his fervants on the occafion.*" Not 
wa5> this the only time Solomon v/as thus favour- 
ed. When he had built the temple, and prayed 
for a bleding upon it, " the Lord appeared to 
hi;n a Iccond time, as he had appeared to him 
in Gibeon, and faid I have heard thy prayer.t 

Elijah is fo famous for the power he had to 
obtain divine manifeftations by the prayer of 
faitii, that, St. James, who hid feen him on the 
mount with Chrift and Moles, propofes him to 
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the church for a pattern of fuccefsful wreftling 
with God. And who is tlie Lord God of Elijah, 
bii^the God that raanifefts himfelf to his wor- 
ftippers, in oppofition to Baal and other falfe 
Gods, from whom neither vifits nor anfwers crra 
be obtained? The Lord anfwered him by fire 
at the foot of mount Carmel, and by fho>vers on 
the top ; and " when he lodged in mount Ho- 
reb in a cave, behold, the Word of the Lord, 
(Jehovah Jefus) came to him and faid. What 
med thou here Elijah? Go forth, ftand upon 
the mount before the Lord. And behold, the 
Lord paffed by;*' and in his ftill, fmall voice 
comforted, fupported, and direSed him.* 

Micaiah, another man of God, " faw the 
Lord fitting on his throne, and all the hoft of 
heaven ftanding by him on his right hand and 
on his left."t Eliiha was not only bleffed with 
frequent manifeftations of the Lord and his 
power, but of hi^ heavenly retinue alfo. He 
faw in an hour of danger ** the mountain fjiill 
of horfes and chariots of fire," ready to proteft 
him ; and at his requeft, the Lord condefcended 
to open his fervant's eyes, that his drooping fpi- 
rits might revive at the fight.t 

Eliphaz, one of Jpb's friends, related to him, 
that ** in thoughts from vifions of the night, 
when deep deep falleth on men, fear and trem- 
bling came upon him. Then a Spirit paffed be- 
fore his face; it ftood ftill, but he could not dif- 
cern, i. e. clearly diftinguifh, the form thereof. 
An image was before his face, and he heard a voice 
faying. Shall mortal man be more pure than 
God ?" As for Job when he had long contend- 
Hh ed 

♦1 Kings xix. 9. fi Kings xxii. 19, \% ILVo^hx* "v*;* 



f 3«I 

ed -rui '".is fr.-r:c5- trt Lorl snf^ercd him o^it 

ct -ji^ T.-rl'v.'i, i-.i :r.i-.::etled hinifelf i:i a 

siin-.iT. :. ▼::-. ::.: c--<i ^-^^ "^"^is before a 

fix-.-iir. •" I h-Lv- -cir^ of Thee Ly the hezr- 

12.^ i: :-e eir, bui r.^*v r^-ir^c eye i'eeih thee; 

w:eTf:>:;, I ^i-or na;"elf, ind repent in dufl 

i-.i L...iT.'* Her.re -re le=rn, t'-.i: nothing b-it 

1- :':.:. fry ::' ;he Lord cin licence the vain 

iziJ^-. -p :•: :s::'-r:^hteous ?1-^ 2.::^ ur/zeiiev- 

iaz t;iri; 'izis al-.^^ niiies us :o lie in ifq» 

pr.-tri:l^r. 1: o-ir Mikir's feec. 

5:«Jchn i.fjmi us that Iliiih saw Cbilft's 
gl::y. 1.1^ ip^lt Oif hi^i, wheii he defcribedit 
g.DTi:.J5 :nir.::"c*ti:iDn, in ':rh":ch he received! 
nev :ei^ c: piricr.:::^ ani linctiiying love. 
•* I i-T- :he L-ri, uys he, f.uing' upon his 
thr:>r.e, hi^h a-i li;:ei'up; I:is tnin filled the 
te-iir. TT'ie 5rr-3hix-s cDveiing their faces 
':r,: ~ :.-::r v./.::i :ricd cr.e to \::o:.:cr, li-A, 
Hy.\\ Hj.v Li :-.e Lord ct hjft>- Then 1"-:^: If 
w j :, -e, :..r I i:v. -idj-ne, cec-"{e I ?n; 2 auii 
c: u:;:lc-: . j^-, -r.i 1 aveli in the ir.icf: of j:c> 
p'e of u.:c-e:in iip^; fjr n:ine eves have lisrn 
the Ki::^, :he L.rc 01 Hofts. Then ne^- one ct 
the Scr.Jph:n-i5. ^ni tjuching nie \yith a Mve c:^ 
fro.n on the a.t-r, he uiii, Th"r.e i:-.iqt:i:y i? 
t-.ken -.v^y, a.a thy fm piirged."+ Mj.ny ne- 
ver witneis the lorgiveneia 01 thc:r Ims, tiil 
they lee by fiith the Lord of ho;h, and are 
rxieited into repentance, and intiamed with io\c 
at the glorious light. Ilaiih not only beheld 
Ciuift'b glory, but was bleficd with the cieareft 
views ot his furferings. He law him as ** a nun 
of Ibrrows, and acquainted with griefs;" rnd 

aiked 
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afkftd him^ ^ Why he was red in his apparel, 
axul his garments like him that treadeth tha 
wine fat?'* Thefe revelations were not only 
calculated for the good of the church, but alfo 
for the eftablifliment of the prophet's faith.. 

I fhall not mention thole of Ezekiel ; they 
are fo numerous, that a particular account of 
them would alone fill a letter. I refer you to 
Ihc took itfclf. Jeremiah fpeakiug of God's 
jpeople fays, in exprels terms. The Lord hath 
.appeared of old unto me faying, " Yea, I have 
loved thee with an cverlafling love; therefore 
with loving kindnefs have I drawn thee.*** 
Daniel enjoyed the fame favour. " He faw 
ihe Ancient of dayjs, and one like the fon of 
jnan coming with the clouds of heaven.** We 
xoay naturally fuppofe^ that Daniels three coiaa- 
jpanions Shadrach, Me^ach, and Abed-nego, 
were fenfible of their heavenly Delivcrer'^s prc- 
ience. They were more concerned in the dil- 
covery tlian Nebuchadnezzar, who cried out,. 
^ Lo^ I fee four men loofe^ walking in the 
gnidil of the fire, and the form of the fourth Uh 
like the Son of God." 

It would be abfurd to fuppofe, that the leflfei 
jnrophets,. and other men of God, to whom the 
vord of the Lord came, had no difcovery of the. 
Lord himfelf, the effential Word.. If fome dif- 
play of his prefence had not attended their every 
revelation, might they not have faid,. Thus fap 
jny warm imagination,— rthus fays my enthuu- 
aftic brain, as well as, Thus fays the Lord? 

Fxom the variety and autnenticity of thefe 

jUaniielUiions left upon facred record, I con* 
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cludCf that the doftrinc I maintain, far from 
Lcin^ new and unfcriptural, is Tupported by the 
experiences of God's children for 3600 years, 
viz. from the creation of tlie world till the clofc 
of the Old Teftament. 

With refpeei to what is extraordinary, as to 
the defign, and barely external, as to the dr- 
cuinflances of fome of thefe manifeftations, I 
refer you to the diftinftions I made on that 
fubjeft in my fccond letter. Should you o^- 
je6t, that the contents of this prove only, that 
God favoured the Patriarchs and Jews with im- 
mediate revelations of himfelf, becaufe they had 
neither the gofpel nor the fcriptures : I aniwer, 

1. Thegojpel vmu f reached to them^ as well as to 
If/. The Patriarchs had tradition, which anfwcr- 
ed the end of the fcriptures in their day. The 
Jews, in the time of the judges, had not only 
tradition, but a confiderable part of the fcrifn 
tures, even all the writings of Mofes. Under 
the kings, they had the Pfalms, Job, Ecclefiaftcs, 
the Proverbs, and a tboufand and five Songs of 
Solomon, one of which only has been handd 
down to our times. They had alfo the book rf 
Nathan the prophet, the prophecy of Ahijah 
the Shilonitc, and the vifions of Iddo the fcer, 
which are now loft, Thefe contained the fub* 
ftdnce of the Bible. 

2. When the Lord anfwered Saul no more, 
neither by prophets, nor by dreams, the reafon 
afligaed for it by the Holy Ghoft is, not that 
the canon of fcnpture was filled, and there was 
no more occafion for immediate revelations; 
ijut that the Lord was departed from him, and 
9iras become his enemy. 
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3* David, who had the honour of being 2 
ftcTod writer himfelf^ after his relapfe into im^, 
CDuld not be fatisfied with (he Pialxns he had 
penned down, but mourned, prayed, and water- 
ed his bed with his tears, inconiolable till the 
Lord immediately revealed his pardoning love,. 
and iaid to his foul, lam thy falvation. 

4. If,, becaufe we have the letter of fcripture,, 
we mufl be deprived of all immediate manifefta- 
■tions of Chrift and his Spirit," we are great lofers- 
by that blefled book, and we might reafonably 
fay — ** Lord bring us back to the difpenfatioa 
•* of iVIofes. Thy Jewifh fervants could former- 
**ly converfe with thee face to face, but now 
" we can know nothing of thee,, but by their 
'* writings. They vie^ved thy glory, in various. 
•* wonderful appearances, but we are indulged: 
'• ooly with black lines telling us of thy glory., 
** They had the bright Shekinah,, and we have 
** only obfcure defcriptions of it.. They were 
■** blelled with lively oracles and we only with a- 
." dead letter. The ark of thy covenant went 
V before them, and (truck terror into all their 
^' advcrfaries ; but a book, of which our ene— 
•* mies make daily fport, is the only revelation^ 
" of thy power among us.. They made their 
** boaft of Urim' and Thummim, and received. 
•• particular, immediate anfwers from between 
•* the Cherubim; but we have only general- 
** ones, by means of Hebrew and Greek writ- 
•* ings, which many do not underftand. They. 
•* converfed familiarly with Mofes, their medi- 
** ator, with Aaron their, high-prieft, and Sa- 
*• muel their prophet;, thefe holy men gave 
'• thcm.imcrring direftions inidoub\![\x\ ci.l^%\. 



«' but, alas ! the apoftles and infpired men are 
<• all dead, and thou Jefus, our Mediator, Prieft, 
•• and Prophet, canft not be confulted to any 
*» purpolc, for thou manifefteft thy felf no .more. 
•• As for thy facred book, thou knoweft that 
•• fouietimcs the want of money to purchafe it, 
*• the want of learning to confult the original, 
** the want of wifdom to underftand the tranih- 
** tion, the want of fkill or fight to read it, 
«• prevent our improving it to the beft advazH i 
** tage, and keep fome from reaping any bcncft 
«* fiom it at all. O Lord, if, becaufe wc toe 
•* this bleffed pifiure of thee, we muft have no 
•• difcovery of the glorious original, have com- 
*• paiHon on us, take back thy precious book, 
•« and impirt thy more precious felf to us, as 
•' thou didft to thy ancient people." 

5. St. Paul declares, that though the Mofaic 
dilpeufition was glorious, that of Chrift exceeds 
it ill glory. But if Chrifl revealed himfelf im- 
mediitcly to the Jews, and to Chriftians only 
medi.iteiy, by the letter of a book, it is plain, 
the apofllc was miftaken ; for no one can deny, ■ 
it is fir more glorious to fee the light of God'i 
countenance and hear his voice, than merely to 
read i'.Mnething about them in a book. 

6. Tn.it particular manifeftations of Chrift, 
fir froin cealiag with the Jewifh, have increafed 
in briglunefs and fpirituality under the Chrifti- 
an di/peniiition, I ihall endeavour to prove in 
xuy next. I am, Sir &cc. 
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SIXTH LETTER. 



SIR, 

A CCORDING to my promife, I fliall 
"• now prove, that the New Teflament 
abounds, as well as the Old, with accounts of 
particular revelations of the Son of God . 

Before his birth, he manifeft^d himfelf to the 
bleffed virgin, by the overfhadowing power of 
the Holy Ghoft. She rejoiced in God her Savi- 
our, and gloried more, in having him revealed 
as God in her foul, than in finding him con- 
ceived as man in her womb. Soon after Jofeph, 
her hufband, was affured in a heavenly dream, 
that the child flic bore was Emmanuel, GocJ 
with us. He revealed himfelf next to Eliza- 
beth. When {he heard the falutation of Mary, 
ihe was filled with the Holy Ghoft, and made 
fenfible, that the virgin was the mother of her 
Lord. So powerful was this manifeftation, that 
her unborn fon was affefted by it — ^The bab^ 
-leaped in her womb for joy, and was filled with 
'the Holy Ghbft even from his mother's womb. 

So important is a particular knowledge of 
Jefus, that an angel direfted the ihepherds, and 
a miraculous ftar the wife men^ to the place, 
where he was born : and there the Holy Ghoft 
fo revealed him to their hearts', that they hezi- . 
tated not to worfliip the feemingly defoicable 
infant, as the majeftic God, whom the heaven 
of heavens cannot contain. 
* Simeon, who waited for the confolation of 
Ifrael, had it revealed to him by the Hol^ 
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Ghoft, that he (hould not fee death, before he 
had feen the Lord's Chnft. The proniife was 
fuitillcd; and while his bodily eyes difcovered 
nothing but a poor infant, prefented without 
po'.np in the temple, his fpiritual eyes pcrceiveS 
him to be the light of Ifraei, and the Salvation 
of God. Nor was this extraordinary favour 
granted only to Simeon, for it is written, all 
flelh Ihall (ee the Salvation of God ; and St. 
Luke informs us, that Anna partook of the 6gbt 
with the old Ifraelite, gave thanks to her new 
born Lord, and fpake of him. to all that waited. 
for redemption in Jerufalem. 

When he entered upon his miniftry, he firft 
manifefted himfelf to his forerunner* ** I knew 
him not" perfonally, faid John ; •* but he that 
fent me to baptize with water, faid unto mtf 
Upon whom thou {halt fee the Spirit defcend- 
ing, and remaining on him, ihe fame is he, who 
baptizes with the Holy Ghoft. And I law, and 
bear record, that this is the Son of God, the 
Lamb, that taketh awa.y the fins of the world." 

Jefus had manifefted himfelf fpiritually to 
Nathaniel under the fig tree; and the honctk 
Ifraelite, being reminded of that divine favour, 
coiifeifed the author of it: Rabbi, faid he, thou 
art the Son of God, thou art the King of Ifraei. 
Our Lord pieafed with his ready confeBion, pro- 
mifed that he Ihould fee greater things, enjoy 
brighter manifeftations, than thefe; that he 
fhould even fee heaven open, and the angels of 
God afcending and defcending upon the Son of 
man. 

The bare outward fight of our Saviour's per- 
son and miracles rather confounded than con. 
^ N<itted 
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Verted the beholders. What glorious l;e?ms of 
his Godhead pierced through the veil of his 
mean appearances, when, with luprcmc authori- 
ty, he turned the buyers and fellers out of the 
temple : When he entered Jerufalem in triumph-, 
anil all the city was moved, faying. Who is this? 
And when he faid to thofe, who apprehended 
him, I am He, and they went backward, and fell 
to the ground ! Neverthelefs, we do not find, 
that one perfon was bleffed with the faving 
knowledge of him, on any of thefe folemn occa- 
fions. The people of Galilee faw moft of him, 
and yet believecl leaft in him. •* What wifdom 
is this, which is given to this man, faid they, 
that fuch mighty works are wrought by his 
hands? Is not this the carpenter the fon of 
Mary? and they were offended at him." Some 
went even fo far as to afcribe his miracles to a 
diabolical power, affirming, that he caft out 
devils by Beelzebub the prince of the devils^ 
Hence it appears, that if he had not in fome 
degree, revealed himfelf to the hearts of his difi^ 
ciplcs, when he faid to them, follow me, they 
^ would never have forfaken all immediately and 
followed him. He manifefted forth his glory, 
fiys St. John, and his difciples believed on him ; 
and yet, when the manifeftation was chiefly ex- 
ternal, how weak was the effeft it produced even 
upon them? How was our Lord, after all, 
€>bliged to upbraid them with their unbelief , theit 
Uttle faith, and, on a particular occafion with 
their having nofcith? If we know, favingly, that 
Jefus is God with us, flefh and blood, i. e. mere 
man with all his beft powers, hath not revealed 
this to us, but our Father, ivho u ta \«»M^xt% 
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As no man knoweth the Father fave the Sba 
and he to whom the Sun will reveal him ; fo no 
m^ii knoweth the Son but the Father, and he to 
whom the Spirit proceeding from the Father 
does reveal hiai. I^or no man can favingly iav, 
that Jelus is Jehovah, the Lord, but by the UXny 
Ghoil : and he, that hath feen me, by this di- 
vine revelation, fays Jefus, hath feen the Father 
alio ; ior 1 and the Father are one. 

Had not our Lord revealed himfelf in a pcoh 
liar uiiinner to finuers, no one would have fuA 
peded him to be God manifeft iu the ficQw 
Till he difcovers himfelf, as he does not uDt(^ 
the world, he hath no form nor comelinefs, iayi 
IfaLih, and when we fee him, there is no beauty 
in him, that we fliould defire him ; we hide as 
it were our faces from him; he is deffafedi and 
we efteem him not. He was obliged to fay to 
the woman of Samaria, I that fpeak to thee am 
He ; and to fay it with a power that penetrated 
- her heart, betbre Ihe could believe with her 
heart unto righteoufnefs. Then,, indeed, di* 
vinely wrouglit upon, ihe ran, and invited her 
neighbours to draw living water, out of the well 
of lalvation {he had fo happily found. 

If our Lord had not called Zaccheus inwardly 
as well as outwardly; if he had uot made him 
come down from the pinnacle of proud naturet 
as well as from the fycamore tree; if he had not 
honoured his heart with his fpiritual, as he did 
his houfe with his bodily prefence; the rich 
publican would never have received him gladlyi 
nor would the Lord have faid, This day is falva- 
tion come to thy houfe, forafmuch as thou ait i 
£oiH of faithful Ahraham« 
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^ Salvation did not cntct mto the heart of SiW 
tnofii who admitted our Lord to his houfe and 
table, as well as Zacchcus. The penitent wo- 

?»an, who kiffed his feet, and waflied them with 
er tears, obtained- the bleffing, which the felf- 
righteous I^arifee defpifed. It was to her 
contrite fpirit, and not to his callous heart, that 
the Lord revealed himfdf, as the pardoning 

The blind man, reftored to his bodily fight, 
knew not his heavenly benefa6ior, till a fecond 
and greater miracle was wrought upon the eyes 
of his blind underftanding. When Jefus found 
him, fome time after he was cured, he faid to 
him, " Doeft thou believe on the S6n of God ? 
He anfwered, Who is he Lord, that I might 
believe on him ?" And Jefus, opening the eyct 
of his mind, and manifefting himfelf to hiin, ag 
he does not unto the world, faid, •* Thou haft 
both feen him, and it is he that talketh with 
thee." Then, and not till then, he could fay 
from the heart. Lord, I believe, and he worihip- 
ped him. 

Both the thieves, who were crucified with 
him, heard his prayers and ftrong cries; both 
faw his patience and his metknef's, his wounds 
and his blood. One continued to make fport of 
his fufferings, as thougli he had been a worle 
malefaftor than himfelf; while the other, blelfed 
^ith an internal revelation of his godhead, im- 
plored his mercy, trufted him with his foul, and 
Confeffed him to be the King of glory, at the 
"very moment, when he hung tortured and dying 
is the bafeft of flaves. 

Sl Peter fpeaks fo highly of the manifeftatU 
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on, with which, he ind the two fons of 2ebedee 
were favoured on mount Tabor, that we ought 
not to pafs over it in filence. They faw the 
khiedom of God coming with power; they be- 
held the King in his beauty. ** His face did 
ihine like the fun, and his raiment became white 
as light ; a bright cloud overihadowed him, and 
behold, a voice out of the cloud, which faid. 
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
ple'ifed ; hear ye him." 

Nor did our Lord reveal himfelf lefs after Av 
re fur reft ion. Mary fought him at the yvit 
with tears. As (he turned herfelf, fhe faw \m 
(landing, but knew not that it was Jefus. He 
faid unto her, Why weepeft thou? Whom 
feekeft thou? She, fuppofmg him to be the gar- 
dener, enquired after theobjeft of her love; un- 
til Jefiis, calling her by her name, manifefted 
himfelf to her as alive from the dead. Then Ihe 
cried out Mafter! and in her Iranfport, would 
ha\e taken her old phce at his feet. 

With e'jual condefcenfion he appeared to Si- 
mon, that he might not be fwallowed up wiih 
over much forrow. True mourners in Sion 
weep, (bine for an abfent God, as Mary, others 
for their (ins as Peter; and they will not be 
comforted, no not by angels; buL only by him, 
who is nigh to all that cill upon him, and is 
health to thofe that are broken in heart. He, 
that appeared firft to weeping Mary, and next to 
forrowmg Peter, will Ihoriiy vifit them with his 
faivition. He is already witli them, as he w«i8 
with Mary, though they know it not; and he 
will foon be in them, the fare and comfortable 
hope of glory. 

This 
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• This obfervation is farther confirmed by the 
^experience of the two difciples, who walked to 
JEinmaus, and were fad. Jefusdrew near, joined 
and comforted them. He made their hearts to 
turn within them while he talked with them by 
the way, and opened to them the fcriptures. 
But ftill their eyes were held, that they fhould 
not know him, before they were prepared 
for the overwhelming favour. And it was 
not until lie fat at meat with them, that their 
eyes were opened, and they knew him in the 
breaking ot bread. By a fatal miftake, many 
profcffors in our day reft fatisfied with what -did 
not fatisfy the two difciples. They underftood 
the fcriptures, their hearts burnt with love and 
joy; Jefus was with them, but they knew him 
not, until the happy moment, when he fully 
opened the eye of their faith, and poured the 
light of his countenance on their ravifhed fpi- 
xits. Happy thofe, who, like them, conftrain an 
unknown jefus by mighty prayers to tarry with 
:tihem, until the veil is taken away from their 
hearts, and they know in whom they have 
believed. 

.Frequent were the manifeftations of Jefus to 
lii« diiciples before his afcenfion. An angel 
appeared to two of the holy mourners, and laid 
to them, ** Fear not ,• for I know, that ye feek 
Jefus, who was crucified. He is rifen from the 
«lead. As they ran with fear and great joy to 
iell bis difciples, Jefus met them faying, All 
liail! and they came, held him by the feet, and 
Worfhipped him." TTie fame day in the eveu- 
Ing, when the doors were fliut where the difci- 
|deft were aflembled for fear of the Jews, can^ 
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Jcfus, jtui (Icxxl in the niidft. They were terri- 
fied , but with his wonted geodnefs he laid, 
Peace be unto you ! He (hewed them his hands 
and his feet ; ate with them as he hod done of 
old with Abraham; and, to teftify an inward 
manifeftation of the Holy Ghoft, which he im* 
parted to them, breathed upon them, as his 
opir it breathed upon their minds; and thus lie 
opened their underftandiiigs, that they migifii 
undcrftahd the fcriptures. Out of condefcra- 
fion to Thomas he (hewed himfelf to tbemi 
fecond timc« in the like manner; andaduid 
time at the fea of Tiberias : and afterwards \a 
was feen of above five hundred brethren at 
once. 

You will perhaps fay. Sir, that thefe mani- 
feftations ceafed, when Chrift was afcendcd to 
heaven. This is true with refpeft to the mani- 
feftatioii of a body of fuch grols fle(h and blood, 
as may be touched with material hands. In this 
fenfe believers know Chrift after the fle(h no 
more. Our Lord, by his gentle reproof to 
Thomas, difcountenanced our looking for car- 
nal man ifeftat ions of his perfon, and I have de- 
clared again and again, that they are not what 
I contend for. 

But, that (jpiritual manifeftations of Chrifl 
ceafed at his aicenfion is what I muft deny, if I 
receive the fcripture. On the contrary they 
became more frequent. Three thoufand were 
pricked to the heart on the day of Pentecoft, and 
felt their need of a vilit from the heavenly Phy- 
fician. He then came revealed in the power of 
his Spirit, with whom he is one. They received 
the Gift of the Holy Ghoft, whofe office it is to 
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manifeft the Son. For the promife was unto 
them and their children^ and to as many, as the 
JLord our God fliall call ; wknefs the lafl words 
of Chrift in St. Matthew's gofpel, Lo, I am with 
you always, even unto the end of the world. 

Time would fail me to tell of the five thou- 
fand converted fome da^s after, of Cornelius 
and his houfehold, Lydia and her • houfehold ;- 
in a word, of all who were truly brought ta 
Chrift in the firft age of Chriftianity. " The 
Lord, opened their hearts. The Holy Ghofl 
fell upon them; and they walked in his com- 
forts. Chrift was evidently fet forth crucified 
before their fpiritual eyes. He dwelt in their 
hearts by faith : they lived not, but Chrift lived 
in them." They agreed in faying, with St»- 
P^ulj If any man have not the Spirit of Chrift, 
by whom he is favingly known, he is none of 
his. 

Stephen's experience is alone fufficient to de- 
cide the point. When brought before the 
council, they all faw his face,, as it had been the 
ftce of aii angel. Being full of the Holy Ghoft, 
he wrought no miracle, he fpake no new 
tc>hgue; but " looked fteadfaftly.up into hea- 
ven, and faw the glory of God, and Jefus ftand- 
irig at the right hand of God; and faid, Behold», 
I lee the heavens opened, and the Son. of man 
Handing on the right hand of God." This ma* 
nifeftation was calculated only for the private 
cSncouragemerit and comfort of the pious Dea- 
con. It anfwered no other end, but to enrage 
the Jews and make them account him a greater 
blafphemer and a wilder enthufiaft, than they 
did before. Accordingly they 'cried aloucl^ 
1 i 2 ^<:P5^^V 



ftoppcd^ their ears, ran upon him, caft bim out 
of the city, and ftoned him; while Stephen^ 
under the powerful influence of the manifefta- 
tio:i, kneeled down, called upon God, hying^ 
L'ji J Jt Tus receive my fpirit, and lay not this to 
t> their charge. Hence we learn, firft, that 
nothing appears fo abfurd and wicked to Phari- 
fees and formalins, as the do£lrine I maintain* 
They lofe all patience, when they hear that 
Chrift really munifefts himfelf to his fervants» 
No blafphemy like this in the account of tiiotf. 
who are wife, learned and prudent in their atti 
eyes. Secondly, that the mod exalted binti 
need a frefh maniFeftation of the glory, love and 
piereiice of Chrift, that they may depart this 
life in the triumph of faith. 

If you objeA, that Stephen was thus favoured^ 
becaMfe he was about to fuffer for Chrift, and^ 
ill at it would be great prefumption to expeft 
tne like fupport, I reply, in the five following 
Obfervdtions. (i) We are called to fuffer for 
Chrift, as well as Stephen, though perhaps not 
in the fame manner and degree. (2) We often 
need as much fupport from Chrift, to ftand 
againft the children of men that are fet on fire,. 
whole teeth are fpears and arrows, and their 
tongues a (harp fword ; and to quench the fiery 
darts of the devil, as the martyr did to ftand ^ 
fhower of ftones, (3) It is perhaps as hard to 
be racked with the gout, or to burn leveral day* 
in a fever on a fick bed, as you or I may he 
forced to do, as to be for a few minutes with 
Sh.idrach and bis companions in a burning fur- 
nace, or to feel for a fleeting moment the an- 
guifh of bruifed fleih and a ftaflur^d ikuHi 
^ ^itK 
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with our triumphant martyr. No 'onc fcnowsr 
what pangs of body and agonies of foul- may ac?. 
company him through the valley of the ihadow 
of death. If our Lord himfelf was not above 
being ftrengthened by an angel that appeared 
to him fr6m heaven, mrely it is no enthufiafm 
to fay, that fuch feeble creatures as we are, 
(land in need of a divine manifeilation, to 
enable us to iight our laft battle manfully, and 
to come off more than conquerors, (4) Wc 
betray unbelief, if we fuppofe, that Chrift can- 
not do for us what he did for Stephen; and we 
betray our prefumption,. if we fay, we want not 
the afliftance,. which this bold champion flood 
in need of. (5) The language of our Churcli is'. 
far different: " Grant" fays {lie,.in her colka 
fbr that Saint'.s day, *' O Lord, that in all our 
•* fufferings here on earth for the teftimony 
" of thy truth, we may fteadfaftly look up to 
•« heaven,.and, by faith, behold the glory that 
** (hall be revealed"^; and, being filled with the 
** Holy Ghoft, may learn to love and blefs out 
*• perfecutors, by the example of thy^ fijft mar^ 
♦* tyr St* Stephen, who prayed for his murder- 
♦' ers, O blelfed Jefus, who ftandeft at the rielit 
^ hand of God to fuccour. all thofe, who fuSer 
•^ for thee." ^ 

You fee, Sir,. that I have the fuffrage of the 
Church of England ;. and yours too, if you do 
not renounce our excellent liturgy ; fo that, if I 
am an enthufiaft" for expeftina; to he filed 'uiith 
the Holy GAoj?, and by fiith to behold the glory,. 
that ftiall be revealed, as well as St. Stephen, h 
am countenanced by a multitude of the lift . and; 
gareateltmen lathe world^^ 
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Bi!t fupporc you rejcft the teftiixiony of 
3:. Stephen, ^iid uf all our Clergy (when in Ihc 
delk) Touching the reality and the neceflity too 
ot our Lord b manifefting himfelf on earth, 
alter Iiis afceniion into heaven, receive at leafi 
thsiofSt. Luke and St.. Paul. They both in- 
fonsi us, that •• as Saul of Tarfus went to Da- 
mal'cus, the Lord even Jefus, appeared to him io 
tiie way. Suddenly there flione a light from 
heiven above the brightnefs of the fun, {otbit 
he fell to the earth, and heard a voice, fifing,. 
Saul, Siul, why perfecuteft thou me? Andte 
faid, Who art thou Lord? And the Lord feid, 
I^am Jefus, whom thou perfecuteft. So power- 
ful Wis the effect of this manifeftation of Cbrift, 
thdt the iinner was turned into a faint, and the 
fierce, blafpheming perfecutor into a weepings 
praying :ipoftle. 

Methinks I hear you fay. True, into an 
apoftle; but arc we called to be apoftles? No, 
Sir, but v.e are called to b^ Chriftians — to he 
converted from fin to holinefs, and from the 
kingdom of darknefs to the kingdom of God's 
dear Son. St. Paul's call to the apoftlefliip is 
nothing to his being made a child of God. 
Judis was a Chriftian by profeflion, an apoftlc 
by call, and a devtl by nature. And what is 
Judis in his own place to the meaneft of God's 
children? — to poor Lazarus in Abraham's bo- 
fom? Ail, who go to heaven, are firft turned 
jVoin darknefs to light, and from the power of 
St* in unto God. This turning fometimes bc- 
g:.u by a maiiifeflation of Chrifl;. witnefs the 
authentic account of Colonel Gardener's convet- 
ftw, publiliied bv Kis iudicious friend Df. Do^" 
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dridge; and the more authentic one of Qur 
apolue's converfion, recorded three times by 
St. Luke. And I dare advance upon the autho- 
rity of one greater than St. Luke, that no one's 
converfion ever was completed without the re- 
velation of the Son of God to his heart. I am 
the way and the door, fays Jefus, no man Com- 
eth to the Father but by me. Look tmto me, 
and be ye faved, all ye ends of the earth. Our 
looking to him for falvatlon would be to as 
little purpofe, was he not to manifeft himfelf ta 
us, as our looking towards the eaft for light, if 
tiie fun were not to-rife upon us. 

The revelation of Chrift,. produftive of St. 
Paul's converfion, was not the only one with 
which the Apoftle was favoured. " At Corinth 
th^JLprd encouraged and fpake to him in the 
night "by a vifion. Be not afraid, but fpeak and 
hold not thy peace ; for I am with thee, and no 
man fliaU hurt thee." On another occafion, to 
Wean him more, from earth, Chrift favoured 
him wifh the neareft views of heaven. ** I 
lenew a man in Chrift, fays he, whether in the 
body or out of the. booy, I cannot tell, who 
yns caught up into tht third heaven, into para* 
dife,jand heard words, which it is not poiSble 
for man to utter." And he informs us tarther, 
that left he fhould be exalted above meafure 
through the abundance of the revelations, a 
meflfenger of Satan ^ was fuffcred to buflfet him. 
When he had been> brought before the Sanhe- 
drim for preaching the gofpel, St. Luke informs 
us, that " the night following, the Lord ftood 
l>yhim,.and faid,. be of good cheer Paul- for as 
teouhafttelllficd of me. ZU: Jeiufeitmj Ao tk>S^. 
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thou bear witncfs alfo at Rome.** The Ship, in 
which he lailed, being endangered by a ftorm, 
There flood by him •• the angel of God, wbofc 
he was, and wnom he ferved, l"aying> Fear not 
Paul 6CC." 

St. Paul was not the only one,. to whom Chrift 
manifefted himfelf in tnis familiar manner. 
Ananias of Damafcus, was neither an . apoftle, 
nor a deacon ; neverthelefs, to him •> faid the 
Lord in a vifion, Ananias. And he faid, &• 
hold, I am here. Lord; and the Lord Mi 
Arife, and go into the ftreet, which is crilcd 
Straight, and enquire in the houfe of Judas to 
one called Saul of Tarfus; for behold he pray- 
eih." In like manner Philip was drrefted to gQ 
near and join himfelf to the Eunuch's chariot; 
And St. Peter being informed , that three men 
fought him, Arife faid the Lord, and go with 
them, doubting nothing, for 1 have fent them. 

Whether we place thefe maniieftations in the 
clafs of the extraordinary, or of the mixt ones, 
we equally learn from them, (ifl) That the 
Lord Jefus revealed himlelf as much after his 
afcenfion as he did before. (J^dly) That if he 
does it to fend his fervants with a gofpel meffagc 
to particular perfons,. he will do it much more 
to make that meffage effe<ftual, and to bring 
lalvation to thofe who wait for him. 

As for the revelations of Chrift to St. John, 
they were fo many, that the laft book of the 
new teftament is called the Revelation, as conf 
taining chiefly an account 'of them. " I was in 
the Spirit on the Lord's day, fays the apoftle' 
and 1 heard behind me a great voice, as ol * 
trumpet, fiying, l^am the firft and. the laft» 

I tutaed 
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I turned to fee the voice, that fpake with iMf 
and I faw one like unto the Son of man, clothed 
with a garment down to the foot, and girt with 
a golden girdle. Hi& head and hair were as 
white as fnow, and his eyes as a flame of fire» 
hiB feet like unto fine brafs burning in a fur-* 
nace^ his voice as the found of many waters,' 
and his countenance as the fun ihining in his 
Ifavngth. When I few him, I fell at his feet as 
dead ; and he laid his hand upon me, £iyingt 
Fear not, I am the firft and the laft» I am he, 
that liveth and was dead, and behold, I am 
alive for evermore; and have the' keys of hell 
and death. Write the things, which are and 
{hall be.^ One of the things, which our Lord 
commanded John to write, is a moft glorious 
promife, that he ftands at the door of the hu« 
jnan heart, ready to manifeft himfelf even to 
poor lukewarm Laodiceans,* and that, if any 
nan hear his voice and open, — if they are made 
confcious of their need of him, fo as to open 
their hearts by the prayer of faith, he will come 
in, and feaft them with his gracious prefence, 
and the delicious fruits of his blefled %>irit« 
Therefore the moft extraordinary of all the re* 
▼clations, that of St. John in Patmos, not only 
(hews, that the manifeftations of Chrift run 
parallel to the canon of fcripture, but alfo 
gives a peciiliar fanftion to the ordinary revela* 
tions of him, for which I contend* 

Having thus^ led you from Genefis to Reve* 
htion, I conclude by two inferences, which 
appear to me undeniable.. The firft, that it is 
evident our Lord, before his incarnation, du- 
vnf^ his ftay on earth, and after his afceniioiL 



into heaveiit hath been pleafed, in a variety of 
ounners, to manifeft himielf to the children of 
men, both for the benefit of the Church in 
general, and for the converiion of fmners and 
the eftabli{hnient of faints in particular* Se-^ 
condl/i that the doArine, I maintain, is as 
old as Adam, as modem as St. John, the lafl of 
the infpired writers, and as fcriptural as the Old 
and New Teftament, whkh is what I wanted to 
demoiiftrate* I am, Sir hc» 
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Firft Fragment. 

ON SERIOUSNESS. 

IkjOTHING is fo conjtnry to.godlinefs » 
^^ levity. Serioufncfe con{i(jl» ki tixe matter o£ 
wliat is fpoken, in the manner c^ fpeaking, in 
dignity of behaviouVy and in weighty, not tri^ 
fling a6lions« Some people are ferious by iia* 
tore, fome by policy, and for felfifh ends, and 
ibme by grace,, and item a fenfe of duty. 

Jefting and raillery, lightnefe of behaviour, 
ufeiefs occupaPtions, joy without trembling and 
awe of God, an affeAation of vivacity and 
forightlinefe, are all contrary to the Spirit of 
God* A Jbol laughs' loud^ faith Solomon; but a 
wife man fcarce fmiles a little. 

Levity is contrary to contrition and fell 
Jtnowleoge— to watching and prayer — frequently 
to charity — and to coramoit fenfe, when death is 
at our heels. 

Levity is alfo deftru6tive of all devotion— in 
Our own heart — ^and in that of others, by un- 
fitting the company for receiving good, and 
bringing a fufpicion of hypocrify upon all. . 

Serioufnefs is ufeful to prevent the foregoing 
mifcarriages, to keep grace,— to recommend pie- 
ty and a ienfe of God s prefencc — tp leave room 
tor the Spirit to work — and to check levity and 
fin in others. 

And have we not motives fufficient to feriouf- 
»efs? Are we not priefts and kings Ito God — ^ 
tepjpks of the Holy Ghoft? Are we not walk- 
ing in the prefence of God— on the verge of the 
grave— and in fight of eternity? 

Kk / • '• ' £». 



All who aufl mth God are ferious, taking 
their Lord for their example, and wallcing by 
fcripture precepts and warnuigs. 

But, are we to renounce innocent mirth ? 
Our fouls are difeafed. Are we to be dull and 
melancholy? Serioufnefs and folid happinefs 
a:re infeparable. Is there not a time for all 
things i There is no time for fin and folly. 
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ON PLEASURE. 
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JG to plcafure, even the moft innocent, 
we (hall live to God. Of pleafures there 
are four forts. Senfual fdeafures — of the eye, ear, 
tafte, fmell, eafe, indulgence 8cc. Pleafures of /4* 
heart — attachments, entanglements, creature love, 
unmortified frlendihips. Pleafures of the mind-^ 
curious books, deep refearches, ^peculations, 
hankerings after news — wit — fine language. 
The Pleafures of the ma^mation — fchemes, fancies, 
fuppofitions. 

God requires, that we fhould deny ourfelvcs 
in all thefe refpeAs, becaufe (i.) God will have 
the heart, which he cannot have, if pleafure hath 
it: and God is 2l jealous God. (2.) There is no 
folid union with God, until, in a chriftian fenfe, 
we are dead to creature comforts. — Pleafure is 
the Gordian knot. (3.) God is puiity — han- 
kering, after pleafure is the caufe of aimoft ail 
our iihs — the bait of temptatipn. (4.) God 
calls us to fhew our faith and love by a Ipirit of 
facrifice. — ^Pleufure is Ifaac, (5.) Denying our- 
ouifeives, hating our life, dymg daily, crucify- 
ing 
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ing the flefh, putting off the old man^ are gof- 
*pel precepts — fo is cutting off the right hand, 
plucking out the rieht eye» and forfaking all to 
Ibllow Chrift. (6,; God makes no exceptions. 
All the offending members muft be cut off, 
every leak muft be ftopt; or the corrupting 

SJealUre fpared gets more afcendaut, (7.I Plea- 
iires render the foul incapable of the operations 
of the Spirit, and obftru6l divine confolations» 

Now nature is all for pleafure, and lives upon 
'fenfuality. The fenfes, heart, mind, and ima^ 
giuation, purfue always objects that may gratify 
them. We love jpleafure fo as to deprive our* 
felves of every thmg to enjoy it, in fome kind 
or other; and we undergo hardlhips to procure 
it* Nature frets horribly, if dil'appointed in 
this favourite purfuit ; and yet if nature is. pam* 
|)crcd, grace muft be ftarved. 

Earthly pleafures are of a corrupting nature : 
for example, that of tafte, if indulged, fpreads 
through, corrupts, and diffipates all the powers- 
of the foul and body. It i& fo much the more 
dangerous, as it hides itfelf under a mafk of 
neceffity, or colour of lawfukiefs; and does all 
the mifchief of a concealed traitor. It betrays 
' irith a kifs, poifons with hc^ey, wounds in it^ 
£niles, and kills while it promifes happinefs* 
'^ Indulgence enervates and renders us incapa-* 
ble of fuffering froia God, men, devils, or felf ^ 
4pd ftands continually in the way of our doings 
as well as fuffering the will of God. . It is. much 
cafier, therefore, to fly from pleafure, than ta 
remain within ' due 'bounds in Its enjoyment.. 
The greateft faints find nothing fo difficult, no- 
thing makes them tremble fo, as thq ufe of pleaf* 



Tiire; for it requires the ftriftcft watchfulncS 
and the moft vigurous attention. He muft walk 
feuiiiUt who can walk fajdy^ on the brink oft 
fre/tpice. 

The abrolute neceflity of dying to plcafure 
will appear from the following confederations, 
The earthly fenfes, muft be fpirjtualized ; the 
fenlusi heart, purified; the wandering miod 
fixed ; the foolilh imagination made fober. 

Worldly pleafures are all little, low and tnn- 
fitory, and a hinderance to our chief pot. 
Much moderation t however, is to be uCed in tbe 
Qholce^ and de^ee of our mortifications, Throug)^ 
pride, nature ofteo prompts us to |[reat ex- 
tremes, which hurt the bodyi and iometimes 
lead the mind into foumefi and obftinacy* 
But to know, and walk in die right path of felf 
denial^ we have need of much recolle AioQ» 

Third Fragment. 
's HrPocRisr. 

MANY pretend to a fliarc of the holy chfldi 
but we want all the wifdom of the true So- 
lomon to know the mother from the harlot. 
An hypocrite hides wickednefe under a cloak of 
goodnefs*<-*€louds without rain, wells without 
water,' trees without fruit, the ape of piety, the 
ma(k of fin, glorious without— carrion within. 
They do not put off, but throw a cloak over it. 

Satan an Arch-hypocrite* 

Having apoftatizcd from God hipfelf, he en- 
deavoured to vent his malice and envy on God's 

favourite, 
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favourite, man. He difguifed himfelf as a fci> 
pent, (hewed much love and friendfhip, and by 
thai appearance deceived Eve. Though God 
lias prepared an antidote, yet lie goes about 
murdering the children of men with increafing 
craft, (for he i^ now the old ferpent) he is ftill 
oppofmg Chrift, picking up the feed of the 
word, hindering the fowers, fowing tares* He 
is the ftrong man, armed with the force of hu, 
angel, the lubtlcty of a fallen angel, able to inr 
Cnuate himfelf mto Ibuls, as into lerpents^ 
His baits are pleafure for the fenfual, wealth 
for the muckworm, honour for the ambitious^ 
and (cience for the curious : in each he taranf- 
forms himfelf as an angel of light, gilding all 
with heavenly appearances — but his light is. 
darknefs, and how great is that darknefs ! 

He works admirably on predifpofitions.. 
!• On ignorance of evil, or forgetfuhiei's of the- 
fword of the fpirit. He finds us blinds on 
blinds our eyes to make us turn the better ii> 
his mill. 2* On fccurity. He puts far from: 
ias the. thoughts of death — Te Jhdl not fuiely die^ 
3. On idlenefs. When David was idle at home,, 
andjodb in the field, Sataa took that opporti^ii^ 
ty to draw him into, the fnare of luft. 4> Dm 
unreafonable Icrupies. of confci(ence,r-<lifcou- 
ragement — extremes* If he can't put out tlie- 
fire of ze^l, he will make it break out at thcu 
chimney,, and drive fafting. into, ftarving- 
5. He fuits his. tempfeitions to the fi.bje^ts^ 
drives the nail that will go, and caufes the ftreams 
et natural propenfities to. fiow^ He t^rrpt* 
not,, ia general, the old to pleafure^ nor the 
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yov.rtg to covetoufncfst nor the fick to drunken* 

nc'S^^t to impatience. 

The moral Hypocrite* 

Many intdake nature for grace, and fo reft 
fliorc oi a true change: ftrong fenfe, keen wit, 
livciv part<i, and a good natural temjper puff up 
many. The tempering makes a vaft difference 
in many blades, all made of the fame meuJ; 
fome of which will bend before they breai^ 
others break before they bend. Good nature^ 
without grace, maketh a fairer (hew than giKC 
with an evil nature.— A ciir outruns a grey- 
hovuid with a cIog« 

The hypocrite derives his honour from his 
birth ; the child of God from his new birtlu 
The hypocrite hath his perfeftions from the 
boav — from his complexion and conftitution, 
which are not praile worthy; but the Chridi^^ 
ha!h them fiom his better part, the fcui. A 
warm temj>er hath often the appearance of zi»li 
a cooler ot patience, melancholy of contempla- 
tion, lively blood and ftrong fjpirits, of ipiritual 
joy. 

The hypocrite ferves God with what coftft 
hiin iiotlung, only going down the ftream; but 
the vJliriftiaa wyrks with ftrife and induftryi 
wreftleth, and keeps his body under. 

Tiie hypocrite is dil'pofed to tome virtucSi 
and refrains from thole vices, that are contrary 
to his tafte and humour, as an elephant abhors a 
moufe; but the Chriftian {huts every door a- 
gainft fill and is thoroughly fiu"niihed. to every 
good work. 
The hypocrite puts rcafon in the place of reli- 
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gion ; on the contrary, the Chriftian brings rea- 
Ibn under the command of religion ; his under- 
ftanding bows to faitht and his rree will to God's 
free grace. 

The hypocrite derives his virtues from him- 
felfy fpider like. Carfed bet^ihe man, that trujleth 
in moiiJ* The Ohriftian hath his virtues irom 
above — the one is like marfiiy ground, the other 
is watered frdm heaven. Again» the hypocrite 
curfes himielf by giving^ to reafon the command 
of ajppetite, not Knowing, that his reafon is 
crooked ; but the Chriftian puts ail under the 
ftrift rule of grace— ^race is Sarah, Rearou 
Agar. The one tdks of right reafon, the other 
rettifethiU . * 

The hypocrite puts honefty in the place of ' 
piety; but the Chriftian is honeft and kind 'from 
a principle of genuine piety. There was a dif- 
ference oetween Alexander and David pouring 
out neater— the ozie before his foldiers^ the other 
befofft the Lortk 

He h4M^ for virtues only fhining vices — ^\'ir- 
tues pl^^eeding from un(an6lified reafon, and 
fpoiledljjf the intention: thus, a covetous, indo- 
lent ip^jfvoids and hates law fuits; he is fober 
and | >| tper ate, through love of money, oi of 
heallb stiid reputation; he is diligent and in- 
duftrious to compafs profit. But the CiiriAian 
hatli the truth, if he wants the perfedion of 
virtue; the one fhines as rotten wood, the other 
as gold- in the ore. 

The hypocrite cries up virtue, and exclaims 
ag:iiail^'vice, rather by-fpeech than praftice; 
but^^e king's daughter is glorious wUkim* 

^-?*' ', tJaft 



the one rpeais^ the other I'wcs great things. 

T!ie hjpocrite keeps himCelf from grofs fins, 
but hirbours Ipiiitual corruptions. Does he 
fiilHliic hi'i fjaifionsr they are in the way of his 
gloiy and quiet. Does he do good? il is to be 
move in luve with himfelf. The Chriftiaa 
clcnifcth himfelf from all ■fpiritual vices: the 
one is Icttlcd on the lees of felf love, the other 
is eni;)ticd ol fcif and filled with Chrift. 

The hypocrite compares himfelf with the 
child of God when under difadvantages; asfer 
example, when he is fallen, or overtaken iaaa 
infinnlty : but the whiteft devil fhall not ftand 
in thf judgment with the moft tawny child of 
G'xi. Tlie meteor may blaze, but the fiarftand- 
cth. 

The hearing Hypocrite* 

The heir in g hypocrite hears Chrift'5 word 
wlihoui bcLicHt; lie aflembles with the piouSf 
whom he deceives, as he hopes to deceive 
Chriit.^ He goes to meet Chrift, not as ^^ 
briilc, but only^as the bride's friend. Hcislhc 
floiiy tjiounu: lie is fermon proof, repels con- 
virtioii, tikes nothing to himfeif, or Ihakes it 
off, lis iliccp do tiie ram. He hath the torehciJ 
of the wiiurc,t and refufes to be aihamid* 
Chrill condemns him, bolh as a worker ot v\i^ 
qi.iJ.'f and a builder on the fandm I'he Chiiili^^ 
hears, U th.it lus proHting appeirs unto all men J 
he licais (Jlinft himfelf througli the minAileii 
and tiic word is able lo ikvc his loul, as a fa- 
vour of IjI'c unto Me: nor is he a forgetful 
hearer, but a. t/otr, ol" the w*jr«^. 

The 
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The hypocrite will hear only fuch wmifiert 
as fuit his humour — ^Balaam firits Balak, a lymg 
proiAet Ahab. He will ncgleft or -flight otiicrs. 
The Chriftian hears God's voice through every 
meffenger of his, the plainer the meliage the 
better be receives the meffage— ^s an angel cf 
Cod, even as Chrift Jefus/" He judges not of the 
word by Ae preacher, bnt of the preacher bjr 
the word. life, like Jefaofaphat, will hear Mi- 
caiah preach, rather than the 400 prophets of 
Baal. 

The hypocrite tears in bopes of hearing 
fomething new, therefore when he has heard a 
few times, he grows weary, and longs for a new 
Treacher. An unfanfttfied heart, like z ficfc 
jtomacb, loathes its daily bread ; but the Chrif* 
tian is never tired of the Imcere milk of the 
word ; he deGres no new wine ; he likes mazma 
after 40 years — Evermore give us this bread* 

Tlse hypocrite hearkens more after eloquence 
ffaan fubuance. He likes ApoUos, not Chrift's 
ineflet^serf he hears not for life; he ^rts with 
the infirmities of Sampfon — ^but death is at iht 
door. The Chriftian looks moft to the power of 
the w-ond ; he comes not as to a ihew, but to the 
JflT, weighs tlie matter rather than the manner, 
»nd ^gmls the meffage more than the meffen- 

fer. The ofte falls cfown before man, the othcif 
efore God. 

He will not hear dl: comforts, promifes, am} 
general truths he loves; the doftrine of the 
cro& he hates. A foil, a wooden fword, that 
draws no blood, fuits him. The Chriftian hears 
«11 God's word, loves to be finitten, does not 
• ; . - ■. ■■ fayj- 

*GaL iv. i^ 
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fay» Haft thou found me^ mine enemy? but, Search 
me and try my hearts 

The iiypocrite looks on the word a&a ftory or 
a lanalca^y he loves to he^jr of Chrid's miracles, 
of the proiigul ibii kc; but draws a curtaia be- 
fore his own picture. The Chriftian looks on 
tlie word as a glals to fee himlelf. The one 
ules the word as children their books^ looking 
more dt the pi(!^tures than the leflbn, the other 
fees himfelf and improves. , 

He hears, without preparing his heart to tor/ 
he minds his outward more than his in- 
ward man; he ufes no exercife to getana{)pe> 
tite; it is enough if he hears, tha he digeb 
nothing. He fows amone thorns,^ having never 
ploughed, and they choke all. The Uiriftun 
looks to his feet, comes hungry to the houfe of 
God, longing to he fed, and is not willing to go 
without his portion. 

He hears only for the prefent time, »,^^ 
would hear a concert of mufick ; tlie Chriftian 
hears both lor the time prefent and to cooie; 
he ftudies what he hears, and to what end, t^^ 
he may turn it into pra6licc. He remembert 
that word, Taie heed, Iiojj you liear. 

He piopofes to hiralelf fome carnal end, if ^J 
at all — as to be noticed for his diligence — to W 
reputed a good churchman — to fulfil his talk of 
hearing — ^perhaps to cavil and find fault — to 
make amends for not doing — to pleafe a friend, 
f eftus. thus pleafed Agrippa^ and Ahab heard 
Micaiah for Jehofaphat*s lake: but the Chriftian 
hears for his own and others edification. 

If the hypocrite is of the fecond. clafs of hear- 
erS| he fometimes pretends to pradtice as an ex- 

cufi 
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gUi^ for n<rt hearing, *» I have/* fays lie, 
^ enough in one fermon to praflicc alt the 
week." The Chriftian makes bearing and prac- 
li^ to go hand iti hand ; he will tedeem time 
for heftring from liecreationi and deep; his hear* 
ktg* is a fptir to his praftice. He does not pi^- 
fond pra^ice ds a hinderance to his hearing, 
like Juds^y whoy out of pretended regard to the 
|iO0r, fought to rob Chrifl of his due. 

Sometimes he trembleth under the word, but 
ret he {hifts it off, before it has taken hold of 
nlsh^rt: As a tree (haken by the wind takes 
deeper rdot, fo is he more rooted in his fins. 
Felix's fearfulnefs furprizeth the hypocrite be* 
fore he is aware; he is afhamed of himfelf, an- 
gry at tfie preacher, and, Cain like, he tvns from 
Grod,inftead of going to him. But the Chrifti* 
an trembles at the word, as afraid to fin againft 
km One is Pharaoh, the other Jofiah. 
- He is a feeming friend, but a fecret foe, to 
the gofpel. When the word is a hammer, he is 
an anvil ; when it is a fire, be is clay. But the 
Chriftian is both reconciled to, and transforitjcd 
into the word; receiving it as the word of God 
in the love thereof. If the word be a nail, it 
i^s him to Chrift; if a fword, he bves to be 
cut and diflefted ; if a fire, he is like water, or as 
gold. The one kiffes the word, like Judas; 
Sic other embraces it, as Jofeph did Benjamin. 

The praying Hypocrite. 

• The praying :hypocrite prays with his tongue, 
but not With lus neart: the heart ox the Chrifti- 
an goes hrll in prayer* 
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The hypocrite aiks accosdus^ to hi» wj/kesg 
lookinff po fjrthcTy like Krael for auails, Ba« 
laam mr leti'e to cnrfe Clod's peopte* Rachel 
§o€ children : But Ibe ChrifUm like Hannaht 
who prayed hard xnd fiibmitted all to God# 

He u wovriiir and doMe-mndtd^* Can God 
famyha tMe m tik mUermfsr '< Will he hear 
and anfwer?" The Chriftian aiketh in faith, 
nothing wavering; at Mofes at the red fatf 
while Ifrael cried said eiqieAed death* 

The hypocrite is ibmetimes preSuaaaptatw 
alfo_" Wkerefare have Ifapd, and ibouMwHf' 
The Chriftian always comes as a poor DegfiUt 
crying with the Centurion, ^* I am not mmi* 
He quarrelleth with God, if not anfwexe<^ 
" Thts evil is of the Lord;'* but the Chriftian 
waiteth patiently, faying. It is the Lord^ Ut U> 
do us he fleafethm 

He prays without repentance, regardinj' ini- 
quity in his heart; but the Chriftian confeffes 
and torfakes his (in. 

The hypocrite prays without faith, Vilhowt 
expecting an anfwer; therefore he often cuts 
Ihort his prayer, efpecially in fecret. The Chrilj 
tiau pours out his foul in prayer ;— gives good 
niealuie, prclfeJ down, running over, being 
aflured, that word ftandeth faft, //" ye, bmg eW'f 
kno.i) h<nef to give good gifts unto your children^ fc*' 
much m'jre Jhall my heavenly Father give his Mj 
Spirit to them that ajk it? 

At other times the hyp')crite will exceed mca- 
fure — but only in company, like the Ave Ma- 
ria's of the P^pifts. The true Chriftian mca- 
fures his prayers by his affeftions, and by workf 
ot charity and duty* 

^ ^ The 
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The hypocrite prays in adverfity^ not in prop- 
TCrity; he comes like the leper, or beaten child* 
The Chriftian, as the loving fon, prays in prof- 
perity, without the compulfion of the rod. Or, 
perhaps, he will pray in frofperity^ but in adver- 
vxy his heait finks, like Nabals: h€ murmurs, 
complains, and cries out, " Why doth the 
Lora do thus unto me?" The Christian remem- 
6ers thofe words of St. James, Is any qfflidiedf let 
Urn fray. The one, as a baftard, runs- away; 
the other kiffes the rod, and fees every thing as 
the anfwer of prayer, fubmitting himfelf wholly 
to the will of God. 

The preaching Hypocrite worfe than all. 

Admitted of men, not called of God, he 
preaches Chrift, but not for Chrift. Put me, 
filth he, into the priep office j that I may eat amorfel 
of bread. He is, perhaps, a preacher of righte- 
oufnefs, but a worker of iniiquity. But the true 
Chriftian preacher only fpends and is fpent up- 
dn Chrift and his intereft; he is careful not 
only of his gifts, but of his grace ; not only to 
be fent of men, but of God. The one preaches 
himfelf and for himfelf, the other preaches 
Chrift and for Chrift. 

The hypocrite is ambitious to (hew his learn- 
ing — to be admired rather than to be ufeful: 
Not fo St. Paul* A fcribe well inftru6led bring- 
eth out of his own treafures things new and 
old. 

He brings in learning, but not divine learn- 
ing; his artificial fire hath no warmth in it. 
L 1 But 

*i. Cor. u» 
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But the Chriftian minifterp tliough perhap* 
Ijii.ioJ in Egyptian wifJoin as Moles, and in 
Gve-k liierdture as St. Paul, who quoted Aratiis 
tJ thf AtiieiiianSp* Menander to the Corinthi- 
an'., f E^nmenides to Titus.J never ufes i: but 
a^ t'lw' Ajar of Sarah; Chrift crucified being his 
chi-t' knowledge, 

T.ie iiypxrite ufes divine learning to haman, 
cnruil ciiJa — to get preferment or fame, to fup- 
purt opitiions or parties. The minifter ofChrlt 
handici not the word of God deceitfully, but 6y 
nuuiieftatLon ot the truth.H He glorieih not m 
l;;s preaching, a neceflity being laid upon him 
by Chiift. 

The hypocrite chufes fubjerls on which he 
in.iy ihine and pieafe ; the other, thofe which 
may awaken and edify, — difclaiming men-pleal- 
in-j;. The one thoots over the heads, the other 
aiin^ at the hearts oHiis hearers, fuiting hiivMt 
to tiie nieajieft capacity. 

He puts on a face ot zeal, without zeal, ^'ad, 
trying to move others, is himfeif unmoveJ. 
lie cannot fay, wilii Chrift, The zeal of thine honji 
hath eaten me up: his zeal is an ignis-fatuus, or 
perhips a heathenilh fire lighted at Seneca's 
torch — not a burnings as well as a lliining light. 
He may have fome feelings, but they are ovef 
with his fermon or prayer; lome warmth for the 
Church, as Jehu, becaufe it is his party. But the 
Chriftian minifter hath more zeal in his bofom 
than on his tongue* Elijah-like, the word of 
the Lord is as a fire in his bones. His foul 
P|uni& in ificret places for the fins he reproves 
A openly, 

VfU. )S, ^\ CLoi* XN. ^v tTitus i. X2, 
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cpcnly,* He can ()ut probatum eft, to what lie 
preaches ; and his zeal hath a very large mea- 
lure of gofpel love — it faves others^ while it 
confumes himfelf. 

The hypocrite is> perhaps, ftrift in his rules^ 
loofe in his praftice,. binding heavy burdens^ 
that he toucheth not himfelf. He is like a fin- 
ger pofl, which Ihews the way, but never walks^ 
S" it; be promifes liberty while he is himfelf 
e (|ave of fin^ The true preacher is afraid to 
ipreach wliat he praftifes not — he lives his fer- 
mons over. As a brs^ve captain, he faith^ 
^ Follow me ;" he aims at Thummim as well ai 
Urim, perfeftion as well as light* 

The one makes the way to heaven as broad 
as he can, at leaft to himfelf, and oft timet 
allows things to- others to fcreen himlelf# The 
other makes the way to heaven nariotver to him- 
felf than to his hearers, and never gives up the 
Icaft of the word left his own foot Ihoiiid be 
^inched» 

Fourth Fragment. 

ON L UKE IV ARM NESS. 

'TpHE lukewarm are of two forts. The firft 

~ . will fpeak againft enormities, but plead for 

little fins — ^will go to church and facrament, but 

alfo to plays, races and (hews — ^will read the 

bible^ and alfo romances and trifling books*^ 

They will have family prayer, at leaft on fun- 

days, but after it unprofitable talk, evil fpeak- 

ittg^ and worldly converfation. They plead 

L 1 2 i<^ 

yex. xiii. 17*. 
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for the church, yet leave it for a card party, a 
\h}i companion, or the fire fide. They think 
they lire almoji good enough, and they, who 
aim at being better, are (to be fure) hypocrites. 
They are under the power of anger, evil dcfire 
and anxious care ; but fuppofe all men are the 
iame, and talk much of being faved by true re- 
pentance and doing all they can. They under- 
value Chrift, extol morality and good works, and 
do next to none. They plead foJr old cuftoms: 
they will do as their fathers did, though ever fo 
contrary to the word of God; and whatever 
hath not cuftom to plead for it, though ever fo 
much recommended in fcripture, is accounted 
Ijy them a herefy. They are greatly afraid of 
Leing too goodf and of making too much ado 
about their fouls and eternity; they will be 
fobtr^ but not enthufajls* The fcriptures they 
cjut>te moft, and underfland leafl are, Be not 
t l^htcous over much — God*s mercies are over all ^<i 
wor'^s — There is a time for all things Sft. They aW 
theiufelves by the name of Chrift, but worfcip 

The fccond fort of lukewarm perfons affent 
to all the whole bible, talk of repentance, faith 
and the new birth, commend holinefs, plead 
for religion, ufe the outward means, and profefs 
to be and to do more than others. But they 
yield to careleffnefs, felf indulgence, fear of 
mini, dread of reproach, and of lofs, hatred of 
the crofs, love of eafe, and the falfc pleafures of 
a vain imagination. Thefe fay, do, and really 
iulfcr many things ; but reft Ihort of the true 
change of heart, the one thing needful being 
ilill lacking. They are as the foolifh virgins, 

^vtUout 
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without oil-tras the man not having on tfie 
wedding garment. 

Of thele the Lord hath faid. He will fpew them, 
out of his mouth : But^ Why fo fevere a fentence ?: 
Becaufe, (i) Chiift will have a man hearty, and 
true to his principles ,* he looks for< truth in the 
inward parts. As a conjijtent chara6ier he com* 
mended even the unjuft ftcward. (2) Religion^ 
admits of no lukewarmnefs, and it is by men of. 
this chara6ler, that his name is blarphemed». 
(3) A bad fervant is worfe than a carelefg 
neighbour, and a traitor,, in the guife of a friend^ 
is more hateful and more dangerous than an 
open enemy: Judas was more infamous than. 
Pilate, (4) The cold have nothing to truft to,, 
and harlots and publicans enter into the king* 
4§iiBi of; heaven, before mora/ or evangelical phari* 
jbeSy who, in different degrees, know their Ma- 
tter's will, and do it not: T'heyjhdl be beaten witki 
t^anyjripes. 

Fifth Fragment. 

Thou wilt keep htm in perfeSl peace^ whoje nrndl 
is jlayed on thee^ becaufe he trujleth tn thee^ 
Ifa, xxvi. 3« 

TpHE very centre of Chriftian religion is tmiorti 
^ with Chrift, and the receiving him as our 
til; in other words called /fli/A, ox a flaying our^ 
minds on him. To the doing this, there are riiany 
hindcrances, but the two greateft and moft ge^ 
iteral ones are, 

Firft, The want of fclf knowledge.: tliv&fe:^\Rys 
sinety. nine out of one hwndiea iiooi CcvrSfeie 
LI 3 "S>^^1 
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Tliey know not, or rather feel not, that they 
are blind, naked, leprous, helplefs, and con- 
demned; that all their works can make no 
atonement, and that nothing they can do wiil 
fit them for heaven. When this is truly known, 
the firft grand hinderance to our union with 
Chrift itf removed. 

The fecond is, The want of underftandinj 
the gofpel of Chrijt : the want of feeing therein 
the hrm foundation given us for this pureW 
fimple faith, the only ioUd ground of (laying our 
iouls on God. We muft remember, that the 
gofpel is good newSf and not be flow of heart ta 
believe it. Chrift receiveth finners, he undcr- 
taketh their whole concern ; he giveth not onlf 
repentance, but remiflion of fins, and the gift « 
a H jly Ghoft. He creates them arvew — his love 
firll makes the bride, and then delights in her. 
The want of viewing Chrift in this light, as the 
Author and Finiiher of our falvatian, hindeis 
the p'Jor humble penitent from carting himfeli 
wholly oil the Lurd, although he hath faid, 
Call thy burden oa the Lord, and hejhall fujljin thee* 

I do not meiition fin, for fin is the Very thing, 
which renders man the object of Chrift's pity. 
Our fins Will never turn away the heart of 
Chrift from us, for they brought him down from 
heaven to die in our p:ace ; and the reafon, why 
iniquity U^pauatcs between God and our fouls, is 
b;-c:iure it turns our cy-s from him, and ihuts up 
in us the capacity ot receiving thofe beams of 
love, which are ever defcending upjn and offer- 
ing theiufclves to us. But fin fmccrely lamented, 
and brought by jl conjlant act of faith and Prayer 
kcfore tke XiJid, i!!a.xlV ic^oxv hs coufumed, as 
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the thorns laid clafc to a fire; only let us abide 
thus waiting, and the Lord will pafs through 
them and burn them up together* 

When the foul feels its own helpleffnefs, and 
receives the glad tidings of the gofpel, it ven- 
tures upon Chrift; and though the world, the 
lleth^ and the devil purfue, fo that the foul 
feedts often to be on the brink of ruin, it has 
AHl only to liden to the gofpel, and- venture on 
Chrift, as a drowning man on a fingle plank, 
with, " I can but perifh," remembering thefe 
words. Thou wilt keep him in perfedi peace, whofe 
Vfund isjlayed on thee, becaufe he trufieth in thee* 

The confequences of thus trufting is, that 
God keeps the foul from its threefold enemy — 
defends it in temptation, in perfecution, in hea- 
vinefs. Through all, it finds power to repofe 
itfelf on Chrift— to fay, « God ftiall chufe my • 
inheritance for me/* Here the Chriftian finds 
peace with God, peace with himfelf, and peace 
with all around him — the . peace of pardon, the 
peace of holinefs; for both are obtained by 
ftaying the mind on Chrift. He walks in the 
perpetual recolle6tion of a prefent God, and iM 
not difturbed by any thing. If he feels fin, he 
carries it to the Saviour, and if in hcavinefs, 
through manifold temptations, he ftill holds 
faft his confidence — ^he is above the region of 
clouds. 

The carelefs finner is not to be exhorted to 
truft in Chrift ; it would be to caft pearls before 
fwine. Before an aft of faith, there muft be an 
aft-of/f/f defpcir; before filling, there muft be 
cmptinefs. Is this thy charafter? Then fuffer 
xne to take away thy falfe pxo^^% Vi^^^a ^V^x. 
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doft thou ftay thy foul ? Thy honcfty, morali- 
ty» Immility, doing good» ufing the means, 
bufinersy friends, conFufed thoughts of God's 
mercy? This will never do. Thou muft be 
brought to fay. What Htall I do to he faved? 
Without trembling at God's word, thou canil 
not receive Chrift. Nothing (hort o£^ bvt 
will do. " 

The penitent needs, and bleffed be God, Ltf 
every encouragement. You have nothiog but 
fin — it is time you Ihould underftand the go(pcl» 
You fee yourfelf linking — Chrift is with Wk i 
You dcfpair of yourfelf— hope in Chrift. m ! 
are overcome— (J hrift coiKjuers. Self condemn- 
ed — he abfolves. Why do not you believe? 
Is not tlie meflcnger, the word, the Spirit of 
God, fufficicnt? You want a joy unfpealcable— 
the way to it is by thus waiting patiently upon 
God. Lx)ok to Jefus: he fpeaks peace; abide 
looking, and your peace ihall flow.as a river* 

Sixth Fragment. 

Nebuchadnezzar /pake, and Jald unto them. Is it tm 

Shadrach, Mejhach, and Abednego, do not ye 
ferve my Gods, nor worjkip the goldji imager that 

1 havefet up? Dan. iii. 14.* 

tN this chapter we have an account of thofc 
-■- worthies, who quenched the violence of the 
fire. Oblerve, I, The dedication of the image. 

II, The three children accufed and arraigned. 

III, Southed and threatened, but preferring 

death 
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death to fin, God's law to the kihg^s,* faith to 
honour and profit. IV, Nebuchadnezzar's an- 
ger, their puniftiment, and deliverance. V, The 
cfFeft it had on the king. 

This account may be applied to the trials of 
God's children in all ages. The God of this 
world fets up, in oppofition to the igofpel, three 
images; the firft, a golden image, profit; the 
fecond, an airy image, honour; the third, a 
beautiful, allurmg image, pleafure. 

The firft, profit, is worfhipped by fettjng our 
afFeAions upon it, by making it the. prime, if 
not fole objeS of our thoughts, and the Lord 
even of our Sabbaths. We bow down to this 
golden image, by unjuft dealing, running in 
debt without taking care to difcharge it, chufing 
Tather to wound our confcience than our pock- 
et ; by countenancing or fuffering evil for filthy 
lucre's fake, forgetting that. The Iqve of money is 
the root of all evil. 

The fecond, honour, is worfhipped, when we 
defire the applaufe of men, or (brink from duty^ 
for fear of their rage or contempt. 

The third, pleafure, when we Indulge the 
fle(h, by exceffive eating and drinking, by un- 
cleannefs, vain fhews, and heathenilh fports; 
when we delight ourfelves in drefs, furniture, 
our perfons, &c. In a word, when we do not 
JanSiify the enjoyment of the creature, by the 
Word of God and Prayer. 

As the people of God will not bow down to ;^^ 
this threefold image, they are accufed, threaten^ ^|[| 
cd and ridiculed. Their duty, under fuch cir- ^i 
cumftances, is to bear their teftimony againft 
this idolatrous worflhip of the God of this world, 

\» 
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to pofTefs their fouls in patience^ to believe h^ 
the Lord's will and power to fave them, not to 
comply by halves, or compromife the matter 
with ihe world; but to be ready to offer up 
their lives, and leave the event to God, in a 
ftcady purpofe not to offend him. 

All came to the dedication, even from a&r— 
but how many ftay from the houfe of God, tho' 
at the door! All bowed do'vn but three— hoir 
many are now going to turn their backs on the 
Lord's table! 

From the dedication of our church, from days. 
fet apart to be kept holy, Satan takes occafiou 
to enforce the worlhip of his threefold image. 
Now remember the duty of God*s people, and 
quit yourfelves like men» Some petty Nebu- 
chadnezzar* have lent to gather together, not 
princes, but drunken men ; and have fet uj>> 
not a golden image, no nor a golden calf, but a 
living bull. O ye, that fear God, be not afraid 
of their terror, be not allured by their mufick; 
confefs the God of Shadrach, Mefliach and A» 
bednego; and pray that thefe offenders may, 
with Nebuchadnezzar of old, refolve, not only 
to do nothing againft, but not even /u /peak mjs 
of the God of Shadrach^ Mefhach and Abednego. 

To you, my brethren, who worlhip the image, 
what Ihall I fay? Shall Nebuchadnezzar rife 
up in judgment againft you? He blefled the 
God of Shadrach, Mefliach and Abednego ; will 
you curfe him? for inafmuch as you do it to 
one of his followers, you do it unto him# 
Nebuchadnezzar made a decree, that whoever 
Ihould fpeak againft the God of Shadrach, Me- 
fliach and Abednego, fhould be cut in pieces 

and 



rnnd thtiv houfes maide a dunghill ; and will yoif 
eut In pieces, with your tongues, or turn into a 
llunghill, bv riot and mobbing, the houfes of 
thoie, who tear and love the God of Shadrach, 
Meftiach and Abednego? No other God can 
deliver after this fort, faid the heathen; and 
give me leave to add, no other God can puniih 
after tliis fert; 

The King of kings hath anointed Jefus! he i» 
lifted up on the crofs — upon a throne of Glory. 
The decree is gone forth. At the name of Jefui 
every knee mujthcm* All tongues, nations, lan- 
guages, patriarchs, prophets, apoftles, martyrs, 
Coofeffors, angels, archangels and faints, above 
znd below, ull mujl fall doum^ In heaven, trum- 
pets, thunders, lightenings, voices — on earth, 
the terrors of Sinai, all fay Kifs the Son. He is 
not a dead image, but the living God. — He comei 
— the trump of God may found to day. The 
bunding furnace of his indignation is heated, 
and eternity is the duration of their torments, 

whofe fmoke afcendeth for ever and ever. 

O let him blefs you now, in turning every one 
of you from his iniquities, and you fhall keep 
the feaft in heaven. 

Seventh F^ragment. 

Being in an agony, he prayed more eamejlly, and his 
Jweat was, as it were, great drots of bloody falling 
doom to the ground. Luke xxu. 44. 

lyrANY defire to know, what paffes in the 
^^ heart of great men, when under afflifting 
circumilancesy or engaged in fome great under* 
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taking. Behold the moft fublime fcene of fof* 
feting held out to us in the word of God : here 
are laid opeu the laft, the dying thoughts and 
cruel fuffierings of the Saviour of mankind : here 
is a fcene, in which we are all mod deeply in* 
tereAed. Let us look into, 

I, The agony of our Saviour. II, What he 
did in his agony. Ill, The amazing confe- 
^uences of that agony. 

The agony of our Lord was a conflid— 4 vio- 
lent ftruggle — a grappling and wreftlinj^ with 
the decpeft horror — the agitation of a bif»ft l?c- 
netrated with the greateft fenfe of fear Mvd 
amazement. — He was heard in that he feared* 

The caufe of his agony was, (i) The powers 
of darknefs, legions of devils, who poured on 
liis devoted head their utmoft rage and malicet 
Every wound, which fin had given, and the 
devil had power to inflift, the pure and naJred 
bofom of Jefus ;opened itfelf to receive. The 
prince of darknels, whofe chain was let loofe 
for the purpofe, now ruled his hour, and, to ap- 
pearance, triumphed over the -Prince of lift, j 
(2) The feeling of the weight of the wrath of I 
God (and who knoweth the power of hi , 
wrath?) as kindled againft fin — the terrors oi 
the Lord — the cup of trembling — the withdraw- 
ing of God's comfohable prefence. (3) The 
fear of his farther fufferings — a violent, dread- 
ful, and approaching death. (4) The atoning 
for our coldnefs, and the painful forefight, with 
how much truth, thofe words of the prophet 
might be applied to many. Is it nothing to yoUf all 
ye, that pafs by? 

During his agony he prayed more earaeftly. 



He pra5red eameftly before, but now more ^amefi-' 

?); before, he kneeled, but now, he threw him-, 
elf proftratc on the earth. He prayed aloud 
vjithfirong aies and tears.* He was in an agony, 
every power of foul and body being ftretched 
to the utmoft,^— Thofe, who never, or feldom 
pT'iVf are ftrangcrs to fpiritual conflifts. 

The greatnefs of his agony, and mtenfenef? 
of his prayer caufed that amazing circumftance 
of his fweat being, as it were great drops of 
blood. Amazing ! Becaufe, it was a cold damp 
night — ^he lay on the dewy ground — it was fo 
profufe as to run down in great drops to the 
ground — the fweat was mixed with blood, burft- 
ing out of the capillary veflels through the open 
pores. 

Obferve, Adam finned in a garden ; in a gar- 
den Chrift expiates fin. Before death. In thi 
fafeat of thy brow t^c ;i' before death Chrift fweat,. 
and with all his bodv laboured. In forrow Jhalf 
thou bring forth; Chrift fweat blood, ftrong figh of 
pain. Cnrfed is the ground C5?c ; Chrift, when 
made fin and a curfe, lies proftrate on the 
ground, and bedews it with blood. 

Brethren, we muft all be brought to an ago- 
ny; yea, we muft be crucifed with Chrift, if we 
would reign with him. Beware then of vilify- 
ing the fpiritual agonies of the children of God, 
by calling them madfts. 

You who, in agony, have brought forth chil- 
dren, or ftruggled under the load of exceffive 
drinking, or laboured for life when in danger, 
ilruggle and agonize now for your fouls. 

-Learn to pray moft, when moft troubled— 

M m wheii 

■•Tibb. t. 7. -Kita. m* / 
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when weakcft — ^when moft tempted. Still Jook 
to the Lord Jefus — adore him — ^love him. Be 
not dry, like Gideon's fleece^ in the midft of 
this facrcd dew. O come for the anfwer ot his 
prayer; tis thy balm of Gilcad, the precious 
ointment, which runs down to the ikirts of his 
tlothing. Wafli away thy fin*: bathe in his 
bloody fweat; it is the former and the latter 
rain, bedewing prophets and apoftles. 

Let every believer remember^ (and rejcJce in 
the remembrance) that fweat, pain, the earth, 
the grave are fanftified ; and let every fhibboiti 
unbeliever beware of the cry of his blood. It 
now cries better things, by and by, it will erf 
bitterer things^ than the blood o£ AbeL 

Eighth Fragment, 

The kingdom of h'^aven fuffereth violence^ and the 
violent ta . e it by force* Mat. 

n^HE grand device of Satan is to prevent us 
•*• tiom feeing the necefiity of this holy vio- 
lence, or iroin putting it in execution. To 
prevent the erfeS of this ftratagem, our bleffed 
Lord gives us the plaineft direAions in thefe 
woris, Str.vi to enter in at the flrait gate — Labour 
for the meatf w'lich enduretk to eternal life ^c» (^c. 
But in no fcripture is the direftion more plain, 
thin in that of the text. The kingdom 6?a 
Let us confider, I, The nature of this kingdorru 
II, How the violent take it by force. Ill, An- 
fwer an objection to the 'do6lrine of the text, 
t This kingdom is that of grace, which brings 
loWn a heaLveul^ ti^Xvjx^ ^^A felicity into the 
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believing fouU The kingdom within us is rtgh" 
^eoufnefs and peace^ and joy — it is Jcfus apprehended 
by taith, as given Jor us^ and kit by love, as 
living in us. In a word, it is the image of God 
loft in Adam and reftorcd by Chrift — pardon, 
holinels,.and happinefs,.ifluing.in eternal glory. 
This kingdom fuffereth violence, which is 
ofFeicd, (i) To thole Lords, who reign over 
us — the world, the devil, the flefli. The fe re- 
bels muft be turned out; our own wills muft be 
overcome,, and ourfelves furrendered up to God, 
as to our lawful and chofen Sovereign. (2) An 
humble, holy, facred violence muft be uicd ia 

frayer: — ^with Jefus, that he would opeii, in eur 
earts, the power of faith, apply the efficacy of 
his blood, and beftow upon us the fpirit of 
|irayer, or in other words, the prayer of faith : — 
with the Father, that he would look through the 
pillar o£ j&re, and difcomfit all our enemies:-— 
with the Holy Ghoft,. that he would take up hit 
abode with us, 

'' Of this violence we have an example in Jacob 
wreftling with the angel, who faid. Let me go^ 
fir the day breaieth ; and he faid, / mil not let thee 
gOf tilt thou blefs me.* Here Jacob, being left 
alone, improves his folitude ; danger and trou- 
ble work in him the right way. He prays,, 
prays earnejlly^. and that againft much difcoura^e- 
ment. God and man feem to oppofe him ; for 
the Angel of the coveriant wreftled, as if to get 
loofe from his hold. It was 2ifpiritual wreftling; 
he wept and made fupplication, but before he 
prevails the Angel touched the hollow of Jacob's 
thigh, and hindered him from wreftling in 
M m 2. his 

*Gtn, zi. 86. 
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his own ftrength* Then the Spirit alone made 
intcrcedion; nature failied and grace was con- 

?|ueror — IVken I am weaif then cm I firoug. He 
ays» Let me go^ as God once faid to Mofes, Let 
me alone : thus does the Lord fomctimes try our 
faith. This was the cafe of the woman of Ca- 
naan, when Jefus, at firft, anfwered her not, and 
afterwards faid, It is not meet to take the children's 
breads and cajl it to the dogs. But when (he ftill 
worlhipped, prayed, and waited, fhe obtained 
thefe words of approbation, rsHmum, great is tij 
faith! as well as the anfwer of her prayer. So 
the Angel faith, Let me gOf the day breaketh — thy 
affairs want thee — thou muft have reft; but 
Jacob foregoes all for the bleffing — reft, family, 
wearinefs, pain ; and anfwers, / will not let thee gOt 
unlefs thou blefs me. So muft it be with us; 'none 
prevail, but thofe, who take the kingdom by 
violence. He conquers at laft. What is thy 
name? faith God. — He will have the finner 
know himfelf and confefs what he is; then he 

fives the new name, A prince with God, If God 
e for us, who can be againft us ? The Angel 
does not tell him his name; for the tree of life 
is better than the tree of knowledge, He faw 
God face to face, and lived. So is it with faith- 
ful wreftlers: God refifts only to increafe our 
defires, and we muft be refolved to hearken to 
nothing that would hinder. Wearinefs, care, 
friends, fear, and unbelief, muft all be thrown 
afide, when we feek to fee God face to face, and 
to be brought into the light of life. 

They, who are weary of the Egyptian yoke 
of outward and inward fin, who cannot reft 
•without the love of Jefus, the life of God, at 



laft become violent.. They forcibly turn from 
the world; by force they attack the Devil;, 
bring themfelves, by force,, before God ; and, 
drag out,, by ftrong confeffion, the evils that 
lurk within. Againft tbefe they fight by de- 
tefting and denying them. Tliir ftrcngth is 
in crying mightily to the Lord, and expcftiug 
continually that fire, which God will rain from, 
heaven upon them. All this muft be done by 
farc€f and with great confliSs ; for it is againft: 
-nature, which hath the utrooft rclu6lance to it. 

The words of the text allude to the taking ai 
fiwrtified town by ftorming it; and this is of all: 
military expeditions the moft dangerous. The; 
enemy is covered and hid, and thofe, who fcale 
the walls, have nothing but their arms and* 
courage. — ^But can the wreftling foul overcome^, 
can he take this kingdom? Ah no, not by his^ 
(mn ftrength; but his Joftiua will take it for him. 
Cod only requires, that we ftiould entreat him ta^ 
do this; The prayer of repentance, the prayer, 
of faith, ftorm mount Sion, the city of God^ - 
Me that is violent fhall receive the kingdom off 
God— juftification and fanftification : but re- 
member, the violent take it by force. He fhali 
Jiave many a hard ftruggle with God's enemies,, 
hd, it may. be, many; with the Lord him felf,, 
before he declares him conqueror.. 

Some obje6i;. We have no might; and to en- 
deavour to take tRe kingdom by violence, is» 
taking the matter out of God's hand : Is it nott 
better to wait for the promife, ftand ftill and fee 
the falvation of God? If you mean by ftanding. 
ilill, not agonizing to enter in at the ftrait gate,' 
not wreftling in prayer, aild fighting the epod. 



Cffbt of faiths-May God fave you fitom ekh 
tknlntfkl You err, not* knowing the fcriptures. 
The ftanding ftill there recommended, is to 
poflTefii vour foul in patience, without dgeOkm^ 
fiarj and n utr i nuri^ g. Stand ftiil as the apofties, 
whb watched together in prayer, ran with pati- 
ence the race let before them, and fought man* 
fullyi as Ssdthful foldiers, under the &nner of 
the crofs. Anv' other ftillneis is of the devil, 
and leads to his kingdom. ^^Search the new 
• teftament, and fihew me one ftanding ftiU, after 
he had been convinced of his wants* Did the 
Centurion, 4^ the Woman of Canaan, did blind 
Bartimeus ftand ftill? Did St. Paul, did the 
woman with the bloody iffue ftand ftill ? Did 
not all of them ufe the power they had? I do 
not defire vou to ufe, what you have not ; only 
be faithful ftewards of the manifold grace en- 
trufted to you. A kingdcHn, a kingdom of hea- 
ven is before you — ^powcr to reign with Jefus as 
his priefts and kings. Stir up then thy faith ; 
reach forward to the things which are before^ 
Become a wreftling Jacob, and you (hall ihortly 
be a prevailing Ifrael. Be not difcouraged, for, 
as a good man obferves, ** God frequently 
gives in one moment, what he hath apparently 
withheld for many yc^s." 
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Ninth Fragment* 

^hou foolf this nt^ht thy foul Jhall be reftthed of 
thee* Luke xii. 20. 

T ET us confider, J, Why our Lord calls the 
-■-' perfon mentioned in the text fool — Thou 
fooL II, The fudden, and unexpefted fepaietion 
between this rich man and his all. Ill, The 
circumflance of the f articular time of his death-^ 
This night. IV, Malce fome obfervations on the 
nfl^ar^and value oi2ifouU V, Obfcrve who fhall 
require the rich man's foul — it Jhall be required. 
VI, Make fome remarks on the laft words of the 
text, — Thy foul Ihall be required oi thee. 

I, It is not without good reafon, that our 
Lord addreffes the rich man in the text with 
Thou fool. The pi6lure our Lord has drawn of 
him hath eight ftrokes, each of which proves 
this worldling to have been an egregious fool. 

(1) He was rich in this world, but neglefted 
being rich towards God, rich in grace. (2) He 
was perplexed without reafon, and exclaimed— 
What Jhall I do I I have not vuhere to bejlow my 
fruits. Had he been wife, he would rather have 
cried out, with the jailor, What Jhall I do to be 
favedt or he would have enquired, whether all 
the houfes of his poor neighbours were full; 
and whether he could not beftow upon them 
fome of thofe fruits, the abundance of which 
made him fo uneafy. (3) He determined to 
full docm his barns : — not to break off his fins. 
The pile of them, though towering to heaven, 
like Babel, did not make him uneafy. (4) He 
Wtfolved to. bidld greater bams; but forgot to build 
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the hopes of his falvation on the rock of ages.* 
(5) He would fay to his foul. Soul thou haf goods 
laid up : But had he been wife, he wouti have 
coufidered, that although he was rich as to hi$ 
outward circumftances, and the things, which 
fuppoTt the body, yet his foul was poor^ miferable, 
W/nJ, and nakedA (6) He had the folly to pio- 
mife himfelf a long life, as if he had a leafe d 
it, figned by his heavenly Lord. Soul, faid he, 
thou haft much goods laid up^br many years t but 
God faid, Thoufiol, this night &c. (7) He woutf 
fay to his foul. Soul take thine eafe; but had he 
been dircfted by wifdom, he would have exhort- 
ed his foul not to reft till he had obeyed the 
" apoftle's precept, IVori out your own falvation mti 
fear and trembling.X Alas! how common and 
how dangerous is the miftake of the children of 
this world, who openly follow this fool, and fay 
either to themfelves, or one to another, " Soul 
take thine eale ; take care of being under any 
concern about falvation, there is no need of (o 
much ado about religion and heaven." (8) The 
laft mark of the rich man's folly, was to fay to 
his deluded foul, £a/, drink, and be merry ; as 
if a/ou/ could eat and drink, what money can 
procure or barns contain. No my brethren; 
the grace of God, and the benefits of Chrift's 
death, which are called his jlcjh and blood, the 
bread of life and the living water, are . the only 
food and drink proper for our fouls ; and the 
true mirth and folid joy of a fpirit is that, to 
which St, Paul exhorts us, Rejoice in the Lord, and 
again I fay rejoice A\ 

II, The 

*Mat. viii. 24. ^cv. iii. 7. JPLil. ii, i». 

jfPhil. iv. 4^ 
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II, The reparation between thiS rldi ftrmer; 
and his all, was fudden and unexpefted — ^his 
night, faid God, (hall thy foul be required of 
thee. tTAiV night, not fo much as to morrow i» 
allowed him to difpofe of thofe goods> which 
were laid up for many years : he mufl fuddenly, 
immediately f part with alK 

(i) All his moveable goods — except a winding 
Jheet. (2) All his landed eftate, except fl ^rcw.' 
(3) All his barns, houfes and halls, except a 
cqfin. (4) All his friends, and relations, with-- 
out exception : he muft go this difmal journey 
fl/one and unattended. (5) All his time; his pre- 
cious time, which the living kill fo many ways, 
and which the dying and the dead would gladly 
recover, by parting with a world, if they had it 
to part with. (6) His/ow/, it is to be feared. 

Let us here refleft, how careful we are, to 
fecure our doors, left thieves (hould break in, 
and take away /ome of our goods; and yet how. 
carelefs to provide for death, who carries away 
4iHh or rather hurries us away from all at oncef 
"What an alarming thought is this, for impeni- 
tent finners! May their fouls be required thii 
Tery night? O let them not plot wickednefs, 
and contrive vanity, againft to morrow. 

III, The circumftance of the particular time of 
this rich man's death, is very awful — This nighty 
-not this day, ftiall thy foul &c. This feems to 
imply four things. 

(!) Darinefs 2Lnd horror , which chiefly belong 
to the night. Of this we have ftriking illuftra- 
tions, in the deftruftion of the firft bom of the 
Egyptians, and of Sennacharib's army in Judea. 
{2) Dromjinefs and carnal fecurity, illuftrated in the 
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tppofite cafe of the foolilh virgins.* (3) Sadnefs, 
in oppofition to thofe nights^ which he had per- 
haps (pent in debauchery and vaia divv^ifiuns. 
(4) Sin and ignorance of the ways of God ; which. 
are called darmejs and night, works of darknefi kc, 
in various parts ol the Icripture. 

O think upon this night of death, ye that 
forget God. How foon m<iy it be here to caft a 
veil upon your pride, and make it Ihare the fate 
of Ablalom's beauty, Jezebel's paint,, and Saul's 
ijtature. 

If this night of death is coming upon all, this 
Xiight» when no msm. can wcMrk, let us follow 
our Lord's advice, and work the works of God, 
while it is day.t 

rV,. How wonderful is the nature,, how inefti- 
mable is the value, of that foul, which was re* 
quired of thisi fool ,* and which ihall be re<^ulied 
of us! 

How excellent is that noble, that neglected 
being, in itfelf? Spiritual — immortal — endued 
with the moft glorious faculties — made after the 
very image of God ! 

How precious is it, as well as how excellent! 
It is a jewel of ineftimable value, and its worth 
may be eftimated, (i) From the admirable tex- 
ture of the body, which is only the cafket where 
that jewel is placed, (2) From the extraordina- 
ry pains, which the fons of men take to repair 
and adorn the body, whofe value depends^ only 
on the jewel it contains. (3) From the teilimo- 
ny of Chrift, who prefers one foul to the whole 
material creation — What Jhall it profit a man, if he 
gain the whole world, and lofe his own foul fi 

Suflfer 

""Mat. XXV. fjohn ix* 4. ij^Mat. xvi. 2Qs 
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Suffer me then to entreat yon, brethren, t© 
ii)eftow on your fouls, pains and cai-e, m fomc 
meafure, proportionable to their worth; at leaft, 
be not offended with us minifters, for Ihewing 
fome concern for the faivation of your precious, 
"immortal fouls. 

V, Who fliall require his foul?— % foul Jhalt 
le required* The original word, dTrcuTSffiVf means, 
They Jkall require. The queftion then offers 
itfelf. Who they are, that fliali require the un- 
prepared worldhng's foul? 

1 anfwer, (i) Not Ckrijl, as a Sainour ; ior in 
that capacity he hath nothing to do with dying 
unbelievers. They would not receive his grace 
into their hearts, and he will ' not receive theni 
into his glory.* Nor good angels: We read, 
indeed, that they carried Lazarus 'to Abraham's 
bofom;t but the rich man (8und his way to 
the flames without them. (3) 'Nor departed Jaints, 
who neither can nor will meddle with unrege- 
nerate fouls. For this we may read the con- 
verfatioii between Abraham and the wretch, 
who prayed to him for help.J 'Who then? 
{i) Some unjorefeen accident or dijtemper. {2) Death, 
who, as an officer, delivers the wicked into the 
hands of the tormentors* (3) Ev'd Spirits, the 
minifters of divine juftice; which may. be in- 
ferred from the ftrong fenfe of the powers of 
darknefs, which fome wicked men have in their 
laft moments. See the cafe of the memorable 
Francis Spira* . - 

Believers cheerfully refign their Toub' into 
their Siviour's hands ; ytd, they long to depart and 
-/o be mth Chrijt, whLh is far better* Unbelievers, 

wh# 
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who have their portion in this world, are loath 
to leave it ; but a peremptory, forcible command 
(ball Cet afide all their pleas: their {ovd Jhall be 
reuuired* 

VI, The laft words of the text, afford matter 
for the laft head of the difcourfe. Death comes 
to require a foul; " Not of m^," fays perhaps 
the rich farmer, " Not of me, for I have much 
good 5 laid up for many years;" but God fays, 
Of thee ihall thy foul be required. 

What may not the foul of fome poor Lazarus^ 
who pines away in want, licknefs, and obfcurity, 
be required nrft? No, fays God, it muft be 
required of thee* May not an old Simeon, who 
longs to depart in peace, be allowed to die for 
the rich man ? No : his hour is come ; of kim 
is his foul required. But, perhaps, fome of ihc 
riclv man's fervants, at the feet of the bed, may 
go upon this fatal errand for him? No, fays 
death, he muft go himfelf : of thee is thy foul 
required. See all thofe weeping friends, who 
furruund his bed ? May not one of them do for 
death? No, cries the ftern meffenger. My er- 
rand is to thee. 

Confider the peremptorinefs of the inexorable 
mefl'enger. Gold will not bribe him. Entrea- 
ties prevail not. He takes no notice of pro- 
mifes of amendment. Tears melt him not. 
In fpite of phyficians and medicine, he does his 
office, and requires of the worldling his unpre- 
pared ioul. 

The epithet, which God fixes on the rich 
man belongs, (i) To all, who depend upon 
many years of life, and do not habitually pre- 
pare for death. (2) To all, whether rich or 

poori 
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poofj who are not rich towards God* (3) Efpe* 
cially to thofe, who, though they have not the 
conveniences, and hardly the neceffaries of life^ 
will yet trample on the riches of divine gract 
and heavenly glory. If the rich worldling was 
a fqol in God's efteem, how doubly foolilh arc 
the poor, to whom the gofpel is preached in 
vain? 

Ye foolifh virgins, ye flumbering fouls, awake 
— irife — trim your lamps. Be wife to falvation ; 
be as anxious about your eternaU as he was for 
his temporal profoerity. Pull down, not )raur 
barns, but your uns. Build not larger houfes, 
but the houfe^ that will fiand^ when death beats 
upon you with all its ftorms : And never fav to 
your foul, Soul, ta^e thine eafe^ until you nave 
an habitation, not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens. 

Ye, who are wife virgins, and who are pre- 
paring to meet the Bridegroom, apply to your 
fouls, but in a better fenfe, the words, that the 
rich fool fpake to his foul, Eat^ drink, and be 
merry. Feed upon the flefli of Chrift, and drink 
his blood ; that is, believe the gofpel of Jefus, 
frmly believe that, by his crofs, he redeemed 
you from fin, death, hell, and thd grave ; ar^d 
through faith in him you will be able to r^ce 
in the Lord, with unfpeakable joy, and to ante- 
date your^eaven. 

I befeech thee, awakened Cnner, who trem* 
bis A at death and judgment, to come, by the 
prayer of faith, to the Prince of life, that, 
through the value of his death, he may take 
away the Jling of death, Jm, from thy heart. 
Steadfaftly believe thefe comCoxUhk ^ro\&^ ^^ 
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$t» Paul, He tajied death for every nun, that ht 
tknm^k deaths might defray^ hinif that hath the power 
pf deaths that Is the demU (tnd deliver them^ who^ 
ihrm^h fear of deaths were all their l\fe fiAjeSt H 
hmda^e.* If you heartily credit this blefled re- 
port, you will find your fears of death changed 
into longings after it; and, with your dymg 
breath, you will be able, thro' mercy^ to chal- 
lenge the kinff of terrors, and to fay with die 
ipoftle, death f where is tky ftin£? O grave ^ vim 
is thy viaoryf fhmis f>e to God^ who giveth us /k 
mBory^ tkvi^h onr Lord Jefos Ckrijt^ 
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The Teft of a New Creature, 
o R 

Heads of Examination for admit Chrijlianss 



Examine yourfelves^ whether ye te ht the faiths 
2. Con xiii. 5* 

^X7HATEVER is the ftate of one wholly rer. 
^^ newed, muft be, in a lets degree, the ftate 
of all, who are bom from above: and whatever 
ifi the fruit of perfefl hohnefs, to walk by thtf 
fame rule muft be the way to obtain the famci 
falvation. The image of God is one, grace ii 
the fame, and to be in Chrift is to believe, and 
have the fellow{hip of his Spirit. 

Regeneration differs only in degrees o| 
ftrcngth and foundnefs» In our early juftifica-* 
tion the divine life is comparatively Imall, and 
mixed with fin; but when perfeflly renewed, 
we are ftrong and every part pure, holding, by 
faifh, that falvation, which makes us one with 
the Son of God» 

The law given in our firft ftate^ and the law 
required by the gofpel, the covenant of works^ 
and the covenant of faith, are different.. Wha%*.. 
ever we fee in the example of Jefus, and what- ' 
ever he promifes to bellow on his followers, ar<i 
unqueftionabJe privileges of ffofpel lalvation. 
Neither is the whole of this lalvation, of our 
juftification, or of our renewal after the image 
oi God finiflied, till the refurr^Sioaj when w^ 
Hn z Oiaii 
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fliall fee him as he is, and beholding^ him face 
to face» his name (hall be written on our fore- 
heads. Nor can we ever have, fo much of the 
likenefs of God, as to be incapable of more; 
but rather the more we obtain of bis image and 
favour, the more we are fitted to receive for 
ever and ever. 

Heads of Examination* 

I. 

Do I feel anv pride ; or am I a partaker o^ 
the meek and lowlv mind, that was in Jefus? 
Aqfi I dead to all clefire of praife? If any de- 
fpife me, do I like them the worfe for it? or if 
they love and approve me, do I love them more 
on that account? Am I willing to be accounted 
ufelefs, and of no " confequence — glad to be 
made of no reputation? Do humiliations give 
me real pleafure, and is it the language of my 
heart. 

Make me little, and unknown, 
Lov*d and prized by God alone ? 

II. 
Does God bear witnefs in my heart that it is 
purified — that, in all things, I pleafe him ? 

III. 

Is the life I live, by the faith of the Son of God; 
fo that Chrill dcofelleth in me!" Is Chrift the life 
of all my aft'e6tions and defigns, as my foul is 
the life of my body? Is my eye fingle, and my 
foul full of light, — all eye within and without-— 
always watchtui? 

IV. Have 



IV. 
Havd I always the prcfcnc6 of God? Doe^ 
no cloud come between God, and the eye of 
my faith? Can I rejoiee tvermoreg pray mtbxMt 
€ea/mgf and in every thmg giue tkauiSif 

V. 

Am I favcd from tht fear, of man? Do t 
fpeak plainly to all, neither fearing their frowns^, 
nor feeking their favours? Have I no Ihame 
of religion; and am I always ready to confefs 
Chrift, to fuffer with bis people, and to die for. 
his fake? 

VI. 

Do I detiy inyfelf at all times, and tak^ utt» 
my crofs as the Spirit of God leads me ? Do I 
embrace the crols of every fort, being willing^' 
to give up my cafe and convenience to oblige 
others ;. or do I expeft them to conform to my, 
hours, ways, and cuftoms? Does the crofs fit 
light upon me, and am 1 willing- to fuffer ali 
the will of God ? Can I trample on plealura- 
and pain ? Have 1 

A foulifiUr-d tot^altt. 
To hardihq), grief and lofs; 
Bold to take up, firm to fuftain,, 
The confecrated crofe ? 

VII. 

Are tfly bodily fenfes, and outward things,, 
all fanftified to me? Do I not feek my own-, 
things, to pleafe myfelf ? Do I feek gtac^_- 
more for God than myfelf; preferring tbacr ' 
glory of God to all in earth or heaven>.l3h&5 
giver to the gift? ■■p^, 

Nn 3 VIII. ^ ^ 
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VIII. 
Am I poor in Spirit? Do I take pleafure in 
lafirinities^ neceffities, diftreflesy reproaches; fo 
that out of weaknels^ want, and danger, I may 
call myfelf on the Lord? Have I no faUe 
ftiame in approaching God? Do I feek to be 
fitved, as a poor (inner » by grace done? 

IX. 

Do I not lean to my own underftanding? 
Am I ready to give up the point, when contra- 
di&edy uuiefs confcience forbid, and am I eafy 
to be perfuaded? Do I efteem every one bet- 
than myfeif ? Am I as. willing to be a cypher, 
as to be ufeful, and does my zeal bum bright, 
notwithfianding this willingnels to be nothing? 

X. 

Have I no faHc wifdom, goodnefs, ftrengtb; 
as if the grace I feel were my ovurif Do I never 
take that glory to myfelf, which belongs to 
thrift? Do I teel my want of Chrift, as much 
as ever^ to be my ail ; and do I draw near to 
God, as poor and needy, only prefenting before 
liim his well beloved Son ? Can I fay. 

Every moment Lord I need 
The merit of thy death? 
Still ril hang upon my God, 
Till I thy perfeft glory fee, 
Till the fprinkling of thy blood 
Shall fpeak me up to thee? 

Do I £nd joy in beting thus nothing, empty 
undefcrving, giving all the glory to Chrift: or 
do I wifli, thdt grace made me fomething^ inftead 
oiGod ailV 

XI. Have 
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XI. 
Have I mccknefs? Docs it bear rule over 
all my tempers, afFeftions, and defires; fo that 
my hopes, fears, joy, zeal, love, and hatred, arc 
duly balanced ? Do I feel no difturbance from 
others, and do I defire to give none? If any 
offend me, do I ftill love them, and make it ait 
occafion to pray fDr them ? If condemned by 
the world, do I in treat; — ^if condemned by the 
godly, am I one, in whofe mouth there is no 
reproof; replying only as confdence, and hot 
as impatient nature dictates? If in the wrong, 
do I confefs it? if in the right, do I fubmit 

} being content) to do well, and fuffer for it?, 
t is the fin of fuperiors to be overbearing, of 
inferiors to be ftubborn ; if, then, I am a fer- 
vant, do I yield not only to the gentle, but to 
the froward; committing my caufe in filence to 
God : or if a mafter, do I ftiew all long fuffer- 
ing? The Lord of all was, as he that ferveth:* 
if I am the greateft, do I make myfelf leafl, and 
the fervant of all; if a teacher, am I lowly, 
meek, patient, not conceited, felf-willed, nor 
dogmatick ? Am I ready to ^ive up the claims 
of refpeft due to age, — ftation, — parent, — ma* 
fter &ic; or do I rigidly exa6l ihofe demands? 

XII. 
Do I poffefs refignation : am I content ^itK ■ 
whatever is, or may be; feeing that God, the 
Author of all events, does, and will do, all for 
my good? -*Do I defire nothing but God, wil- 
ling to part with all, if the Lord manifeft his 
will for my fo doing? Do I know how to a- 
bound, andyet not gratify unncceffary wants; 

Vq5l 



(433] 

Imt being content witih« things needfiil, do I 
feithfuUy and fioely dtfpoTe of all the tcft for 
the help of otheis? Ho I know, how to iuficv 
need: V my c6tifidence in God unlhaken, iriule 
I fed the diftreft of poverty, md have the pM^ 




ty wafte it in iixoels^ iaftead of hdp&ig mef 

■ XIII. 
Am t jofti 4iffitg fat ill tfaloM, « I iroui^ 
oChen (boiild do imto tw? in I ttadtt due 




advantage of the dnridit)^, f efiieftt or noceffity oi^ 
sLtiy mail? Do I cddfider the gtwt Obligation 
fuperiotity feys me under, of being lowly and 
kiud, knd of letting st good example ? 

XIV. 
Atn I tempcnte, ufing the world, and not 
abufing it ? Do I reteive outwaid things in the 
order of Ood^ makiitff earthafcale ta heaven? 
Is the fatisfaftian I take m the creation confift- 
cnt with my being dead to all below, and t 
means of leading me more to God ? Is the 
turn of my mind and temper in due fubjeftion, 
not leadifig me to any extreme, either of loo 
mtich fildnce, or of too much talkativenefs, of 
se&rve or freedom? 

XV. 

Am I courteous, not fevere; fuiting myfelf 
to all with fwectnefs; ftriving to. give no one 

pain. 
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pain, but to gain and win all for their good? 

XVI. 

Am I vigilant; redeeming time, taking every^ 
opportunity of doing good ; or do I Ipare my- 
felf, being carelefs about the fouls and bodies 
to which I might do good? Can I do no more 
than I do? Do I perform the moft /m/i/e offices,- 
fuch as require labour and humiliation, with^ 
cheerfulnefs? Is my converfation always fea- 
foned with fait, at every time adminiftering 
ibme kind of favour to thofe I am with ? 

XVII. 
Do I love God with all my heart? Do I^ 
conftantly prcfent myfelf, my time, fubftance,; 
talents, and all that I have, a living facrifice?* 
Is every thought brought into fubjeftion to 
Chrift ? Do I like, or diilike, only fuch things 
as are pleafmg, or dilpleaiing, to God? 

XVIIL 
Do I love God with all my ftrength, afid arc 
my fpiritual faculties always vigorous? Do I 
give way to no finful langour? Am I always 
on my watch ? Do not bufinefs, worldly care, 
and converfation, damp my fervour and zeal 
for God? 

XIX. 
Do I love my neighbour as myfelf;— every 
man for Chrift's fake, and honour all men, as 
the image of God? Do I think no evil, liften 
to no groundlefs furmifes, nor judge from ap. 
pearances? Can I bridle my tongue, never 
fpeakmg of the fault of another, but with a 

vieMf 
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it» haire I the teftunony, that I fin not? Hm 
I that love, which hopeth» believeth, and endiir- 
AhanthUn? ; 

• Ho«r m I in diy fleep? Ir Satat^ t"^fent» 
Jinj eirii fanagiiUtioii/doet my will immcdiatdy 
Mfilta tf ghre way to ii? 

XKU 

Do I bew «hi inftmrilica of age or BckntUi 
without feeking to tepair the decays of nature 
^y ftrong iiauora; ord6 I make Chrift my fole 
fitpp^rt, caftifig the butdeu of a feeble body 
into the arma Of hid fl^etcy? 

Many conflder that perfisft lore, which eift-t 
eth out fear, as inftantaneous : ail grace is io; 
but what is given in a moment, is enlarged 
and eftablilhed by diligence and fidelity. That 
Which ' is inftdntaneous in its defcent^ is per- 
leftive in its iucfeafe^ 

This is eeitain-^too much grace cannot be 
deflred or looked for; and to believe and 
obey with all' the powet we have^ is the high 
way to receive all we have not. There is a 
day . of Pcntecoft for^ believers, a time, when 
the Holy Ghoft defcends' abundantly, Happy 
they, who rtccive molt o( this perfefl love, 
gnd oi tnatt eftablifibing graces which may 
preferve them. from fuch falls and decays aa 
they were befoit liable to« 
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JefuSf Lord of all, grant thy pureft gifts 
to every waiting difciple* Enlighten us with 
the knowledge of thy will, and fhew us the 
mark Of the prize of our high calling. Let us 
die to all thou art not ; and feek thee with our 
whole heart, till we enjoy the fulnefs of the 
purckafed Pbffejiott^ Amen! 



THE END. 
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